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Bourgeois Bennett NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT To the 1 lonorable District Judges, Seventeenth Judicial Districl, Thibodaux, Louisiana. We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of tim Seventeenth Judicial Dislriet - District Courl Fund (the District), Stale of Louisiana, a component unit of Ihe 1,afourche Parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, as listed in tile table of contents. These general-purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the District's manage- ment. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general-purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller Genera/of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstate- ment. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tile amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund as of December 31, 1998, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Governme|g Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated February 2, 1999 on our consideration of the Seventeenth Judicial District - I)istrict Court Fund's internal control over financial reporting and our tests o fits compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, 

Vhibodaux, l,a., February 2, 1999 1340 West ] uml~l Blvd, Stifle 430 P.O Bo~ 2168 Ilomna, I A 703662168 Phone (504) 868-0139 Fax (504) 879-1949 

Certified Public Accountants 
Certified Public Accountants ~ Consultants A Lhulted Liabl/Ry (:ompany P.O. Box 60600 New Orleans, LA 70160-0600 HerRage Plaza, Suite 800 Phone (504) 831-4949 Fax (504) 833-9093 
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COMBINED BALANCE SItEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE AND ACCOUNT GROUP Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund 

Assets Cash Investments Due fiom other governmental units Fixed assets 
Total assets 

December 3 I, 1998 
Account Group Governmental General Fund Type Fixed General Assets 

$ 96,657 374,786 13,448 
$ 484,891 

l,iabilities 13auk oveldra ft Accounts payable and accrued expenditures l)ue to Lafourche Parish Council 
Total liabilities 

1,922 
5,035 2,494 
9,451 Equity and Other Credits hwestment in general fixed assets Fund balance - unreserved 475,440 Total eqtfily and other credits 475,440 

Total liabilities, equity and other credits $ 484,891 
See notes to financial statements 2 

325,054 
$ 325,054 

$ 325,054 
325,054 
$ 325,054 

Exhibit A 

Total (Memorandum Only) 
$ 96,657 374,786 13,448 325,054 
$ 809,945 
1,922 
5,035 2,494 
9,451 
325,054 475,440 
800,494 
$ 809,945 



 Exhibit B TATEMENT OF REVENUES~ EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN FUND BALANCE - GOYERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAl. FUND Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund 

Reveulles lntergovernmental: Federal Government Slate of 1.ouisiana Other l.ocal Governments Service fees: Sheri~s Office Clerk of Court District Altorney Miscellaneous - interest Tolal revenues 

For the year ended December 31, 1998, 

Expenditures Ctlrrenl: General Goverl~menl: Personal sereices: Salaries and related benefits Supplies and materials: Office supplies Books and subscriptions Other services and charges: Travel Professional fees Insurance Continuing legal education Poslage Rentals Telephone Miscellaneous Equipment maintenance and repair Capilal expenditures: Machinely and equipment Total expenditures Excess of Revenues Over Expendilures ]?lll|d Balance Beginning of year End of yem See noles lo financial statements 

$ 4,417 430,845 451,833 77,506 26,576 21,341 20,999 1,033,517 
875,175 12,511 7,749 6,903 4,395 2,475 8,219 739 11,903 2,538 4,126 6,570 76,002 1,019,305 14,212 
461.22g $ 475,440 



Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund 

]~evennes lntergovernmental: Federal Government Other Local Govenmaents Service fees: Sl~erifPs Office Clerk of Cour! Districl Attorney Miseellaaeoos - interest Total revetlnes Expenditures CtlrreaI General Government Personal services: Salaries and related bcneflts Supplies and materials: Office supplies Books and subscriplions Other services and charges: Travel Professional fees ] nsnrance Continuing legal eduea~.ion Postage Rentals Telephone Miscellanous 

For the year ended December 31, 1998 

Equipment mainlenance and repair Capital expenditures: Machinery and equipment Total expenditures Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expeuditures Fund Balance Beginning of year Fred of year See notes It) fil'Jancial slalementg 

Budget 
$ 60.000 75,000 25,000 10,000 15,000 85,000 
50,000 9,290 5,500 8,500 3,200 4,500 6,000 75O 7OO 2,500 2,200 25,500 

Budgetary Basis 

Exhibil C 

Variance Favorable (Unfavorable) 
4,417 4,417 60.000 77,506 26,576 21,341 20,999 210,839 
52,497 12,511 7,749 6,903 4,395 2,475 8,219 739 11,903 2,538 4,126 6.570 81.000 76,002 99,550 196,627 

2,506 1,576 11,341 5,999 25,839 
(2,497) (3,311) (2,249) 1,597 (1,195) 2,025 (2,219) 11 (l 1,203) (38) (1,926) 18,93o 4,998 2,923 

(14,550) 14,212 28,762 
461,228 461,228 $ 446,678 $ 475,440 $ 28,762 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund I)ccember 31, 1998 
Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
The accounting policies of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the District) conform to generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. ]'he Governmcntal Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is thc accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. The following is a summalN of significant accounting policies: 
a) Reporting Entity 3l~e District is a component unit of the l Jafourchc Parish Council. The District has reviewed all of its activities and determined that there arc no potential component units which should be included in its financial statements. b) Fund Accounting 
The District uses funds and an account group to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demouslrate lcgal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain govern- ment functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide account- ability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the fimds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Governmental Funds Governmental Funds are those through which most governmental fimctions of the District are financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the District's expendable financial resources and the related liabilities arc accounted for through Governmental Funds. The measurement focus is upon dctermination of changes in financial posi- tion, rather than upon net income determination. The following is the Govcrnmcnta[ Fund of the District: 



 
Exhibit D (Continued) 

Nole 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) b) Fund Accounting (Continued) General Fund - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the District. It is used to account for all financial resources and expenditures of the 1)istricl cxccpt lhose that are required to be accounted for in another fund. Account Group An aceoun! group is used to establish accounting control and aecountabi District's Account Group is as follows: General Fixed Assets Account Group - This account group is used lo account tbr fixed assets not accounted for in proprietary or trust funds. e) Basis of Accounting Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in tile accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The Governmental Fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of ace(ranting. Its revenues arc recognized when they bccome measurable and available as net current assets. Fees, charges for services and intergovermncntal revenues arc recorded when earned since they arc measurable and available. Interest income on investments is recorded as revenue when the investments have matured and the income is available. Miscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenues when received in cash by the District because they are generally not measurable until actually received. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. d) Use of Estimates The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results could differ from those estimates. 



 
Exhibit i) (Continued) 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POI.IC1ES (Continued) e) Operaling Budgetary Data As required by the l,ouisiana Revised Status 39:1303, the 110norable District Judges (the Judges) adopted a budget for the District's General Fund. The Judges, as allowed by slate law, do not obtain public participation in the budget process. Any amendnaent involving the transfer of monies from one fimction to aoother or increases in expenditures must be approved by the Judges. The District amended its budget once during lhe year. All budgeted amounts which are not expended, or obligated through contracts, lapse at year end. The Statement of Revenues, Expenditures alad Changes in Fund Balance - P, udgel and Actual -- Government Fund Type - General Fund is presented on the budgetary basis 1o provide a comparisou of actual results with the budget. The major differences between the budgetary basis and GAAP basis is the on-behal fpayments (Note 6) are recorded for GAAI' basis only and not for the budgetary basis. lhc adjustments necessary to convert the results of operations for the year from the GAAP basis to the budgetary basis for the general fired are as follows: 
GAAP basis (as reported) Adjustments: Revenues: lntergovcrnmental 
Expenditures: Current: Personal services P, udgetary basis f) Aecounls Receivable 

l';xcess of Revenues Over 1,2xoenditurcs 
.$_ 14 212 
_~8222~_678~ 
822,678 14 212 

The financial statements for the District contain no allowance for uncollectible accounts. Uncollectible amotmts due froln olher govermnental units are recognized as bad debts at the lime informalion becomcs available which would indicate the uncollcctibility oflhe parlicular reccivable. Thcsc amounts are not considcred to bc material in relation lo 1be financial position or operations oflhe fund. 



 
Exhibit D (Coutinucd) 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) g) Investments lnvestmenls consist of certificates of deposit which are stated at cost and approximates market value. h) Fixed Assets Fixed assets used in govermnenlal fund type operations (fixed assets) are accotmlcd fol in tile General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in govenunental funds. The Account Group is not a fired It is concerned only with the measurelnen! of financial position. 
It is not involved with the measurement or results of operations. Public domaiu ("iofia- slraclure") fixed assets consisting ofcellain improvemel~tS other thau buildings, including roads, bridges, curbs and gullets, slreets and sidewalks, drainage systems and lighting systems, are not capitalized along with other general fixed assets. No depreciation has been provided on fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued a! historical costs ) Accnmulated Vacation and Sick i,eave Employees can earn one day of vacation or personal leave for each consecutive monlh of employmeut up to a maximum of ten days per year. Vacation shall he taken during the calendar year earned or forfeited by the employee. Employees will not be entitled 1o compeosatiou for unused vacaliou or personal leave upon termination ofcmploymenI. l:mployees can ean~ one day of sick leave for each consecutive month of employmcn| up to a maximum of ten days per year. Unused sick leave shall be accumulated from onc calendar year to the next up to a maximum of 60 days per year. Employees will nol be entitled to compensation for unused sick leave upon termination. The presiding judge may permit an employee to take additional vacation or sick leave for a reasonahle period taking into account the needs of the employee, proper funclionmg of thc court and the public imcrest. 
j) Encumbrances Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and oilier commil- mcnls are recorded in the fund general ledger, is uol ulilized by Ihe Dislricl. 



Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POIACIES (Continued) h) Memorandum Only - Total Column Tile total column on the general-purpose financial statement is captioned "Mcmoraudum Only" because it does not represent consolidated financial information and is prescnted only to facilitate financial analysis. The colum~ does not present iuformalion that reflects financial position or results of operations in accordance with gel~crally accepted accounting principles, lnterfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of Ibis data. 
Note 2 - DEI'OSITS Louisiana state law allows all political subdivisions to invest excess funds in obligations of the United States, cellificates of deposit of slate or national banks having their principal office in Louisiana or any other federally insured investment. State law requires deposits (cash and certificates of deposit) of all political subdivisions be fidly collateralized at all times. Acceptable collateralization includes the FI)IC iusurancc and the market value of securities purchased and pledged to the polilical subdivision. Obligation of the United States, the State of Louisiana aud certain political subdivisions arc allowed as security for deposits. Obligations furnished as security must be held by lhc political subdivision or wilh an unaffiliated bank or trust company for the account of the political subdivision. ('ash and deposits are categorized into fllree categories of credit risk Category 1 includes deposits covered by federal depository insurance or by collateral held by the District or its agent in the District's name. Category 2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial institution's trust department or its agent in the District's name. CategoW 3 includes dcposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial institution or its trust department or agents but not in the District's name and deposits which arc uninsured or uncollateralized. 



Note 2 - DEPOSITS (Conlinued) 
Exhibit D (Continoed) 

The year end bank balances of deposits and the carrying amounts as shown oll the combined balance sheet are as follows: 

Cash Investments: Certificates of deposit 
Totals 

Bank Balances Category 2 3 
$100,000 100,000 
$200,00Q 

$- 
L 

Book Balance $ 303 $ 94,735 
__274,786 _374,786 ~75,089 ~469,521 At l)ecember 31, 1998, cash and certificates of deposit in excess of the FD1C insurance were collateralizcd by securities held by unaffiliated banks for tile accotmt of Ihe District. The (;ovemmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), which promulgates the standards for accounting and financial reporting for state and local governments, considers these securities uncollateralizcd. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollaleralized raider the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 (lays of being notified by the depositor that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. A reconciliation of deposits and investments as shown on the combined balancc sheet is as follows: Carrying amount of deposits 

Cash Investments Bank overdraft 
Total 

10 

$469,52! $ 96,657 374,786 (1,922) $469,521 



Note 3 - DUE FROM ()TILER GOVERNMENTAL I.JNITS 
Exhibit D (Continued) 

Amounls due flom other govermnental units at December 3I, J998 consisted of lhe following: U.S. Department of Justice: Office of Justice Programs Lafourche Parish: Clerk of Court Sheriff Total 
Note 4 - CItANGES IN FIXED ASSETS A summaD, of changes in fixed assets follows 

Balance Januau~ 1, 1998 Additions Building renovations $ 17,691 Equipment 278,541 
Totals 

Note 5 - RISK MANAGEMENT 

$ 4,417 
2,020 7.011 

Deletions $ $ 76.002 4 7.180 
__$76,002 $47,180 

Balance Decembel 31. 1998 $ 17,691 307363 

The District is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to and destruction of assets; errors and omissions; and natural disasters for which the District carries commercial insurance. No settlements were made during the year that exceeded thc District's insurance coverage. 



AL REPORTS OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC A 



Bourgeois Bennett 
REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL- PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

1"o the I lonorablc District Judges Seventeenth Judicial District, Thibodaux, I.ouisiana. We have audited tile general-purpose financial statements of the Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund (the District), a component unit of the Lafourchc Parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1998, and have issued our report thereon dated February 2, 1999. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Compliance As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the District's general-purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts, ltowever, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards 
Internal Control Over Financial Reporting In planning and performing our audit, we considered the District's intcrnal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general-purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that mi~,ht be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which tire design or operation of one 

1340 West ] uunel Blvd, Suite 430 P,O, Ilux 2168 Holuna, I,A 70361-2168 Phol~c (504) 868-0139 Fax (504) 879-1949 
Certified Public Accountants I Consultanls A Linlilcd Liability Conlpany I'.O. Box 60600 New Orleans, LA 70160-060O llefitage Plaza, Suile 800 Phone (504) 831-4949 Fax (5041833-9093 

504 West Second St/eel I'.O. Box 1205 "1 hibodaux, LA 70302-1205 Phull~ (504) 447-5243 



or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstalemcnts in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial stalements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting mad its operations thai we considcr to bc material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of the Judges, management, the State ofl .ouisiana and the l.egislative Auditor for the State of Louisiana and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specifed parties. 

Thibodaux, La., February 2, 1999 
Certified Public Accountants 
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SCHEDULE OF FINDINGS Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund 
For the year ended December 31, 1998 

Section 1 Summary of Auditor's Results 
a) Financial Statements Type of auditor's report issued: unqualified Internal control over financial reporting ~ Material weakness(cs) identifed? ~ Reportable condition(s) identified that are not considered to be material weaknesses? 

yes X no 
yes X none rcportcd Noncompliance material to financial statements noted? __ ycs X no b) Federal Awards 

Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund did not receive federal awards in excess of $300,000 during 1998 and therefore is exempt from the audit requirements undcr the Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A- 133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organiza- lions. 
Section 1I Financial Statement Findings No financial statement findings were noted during the audit for the year ended I)eccmber 3 I, 1998 Seclion 111 Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs Not applicable 



REPORTS BY MANAGEMENT 



SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund 
For the year ended December 31, 1998 

Section I Internal Control and Compliance Material to the General-l'urpose Financial State- nlcnts 
No material weaknesses were noted during the audit for the year ended December 31, 1997. No reportable eondilions were reported during the audit for the year ended December 31, 1997 Compliance 
No compliance findings material to the general-purpose financial statements we,'e noted during the audil for lbe year ended l)eccmber 3 I, 1997. Section 11 luternal Control and Compliance Material to Federal Awards Scvenlccnth Judicial District - District Court Fund did not receive federal awards in excess of $300,000 during the year ended l)ecember 31, 1997 and therefore was exempt from tim audit requirements under the Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of Stales, l,ocal Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. 
Section I11 Management Letter A management letter was not issued in connection with the audit for the year ended l)ecember 31 1997. 



MANAGEMENT'S CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN 
Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund For the year ended December 31, 1998 

Section 1 Internal Control and Compliance Material to tire General-Purpose Financial Statements Internal Control No material weaknesses were noted during the audit for the year ended l)cccmber 31, 1998. No reportable conditions were reported during the audit for tire year ended December 31, 1998 
Compliancc 
No compliance findings material to the general-purpose financial statements were noted during the audit for the year ended December 31, 1998. 
Section 1I Internal Control and Compliance Material to Federal Awards Seventeenth Judicial District - District Court Fund did not receive federal awards in excess of $300,000 during 1998 and therefore is exempt from the audit requirements under the Single Audit Act and OMB Circular A- 133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Section !11 Management Letter A management lelter was not issued in connection with the audit for the year ended I)eccmber 31 1998. 


