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Jonn Newton Stout, CPA Jocl Lanclos, Jr., CPA Russell .J Stelly, CPA Dwight Ledoux, CPA Chizal S Fonlenot, CPA James L Nicholson, Jr., CPA G. Kenneth Pavy, II, CPA Darren 3. Cart, C~PA JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY A CORPORATION OF CEFI'[IFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

To the Honorable Judge Kenneth Boagni, Jr City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana 
S 

John S Dowlil g C:('A (1904.1994) Harold Dupr( [:PA Retire0 

We have audited the accompanying genera], purpose financial statements of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, as of and ior the year ended December 31, 1996. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of City Court's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We and conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards Government Auditin~ Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misst:atement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statementS. An audit also includes assessing the accounting pri~ciples ~sed an& significant estimates ~ade ~ m~agement, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, as of Decen~er 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance dated June 20 structure and regulations. 
with Government Auditin~tandards, we , 1997 on our consideration of City a report dated June 20, 1997 on its 
C 

Opelousas, Louisiana June 20. 1997 

have also issued a report Court's internal control compliance with laws and 
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o 

~ <o oJ o (w <oo~ c~c~ ~c~ o~ 
o~on c-~on 

C'4 ,--t 0 ~" r~D 
t--- 

e-I o c~ u~ o, 
c-i ~,r) e-I u~ m ~, o o e-I o~ c,l ,--4 





CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31. ]996 

REVENUES Charges for services Civil suits - operating fees Fines Court costs and fines earned Drivers' school Juvenile fines Conm~unity service income Intergoverrmlental revenue Grant from Louisiana Children's Cabinet Interest earned Miscellaneous District court - DWI and probate fees Other Total reven~*es EXPENDITURES General Gover~nent Current Accounting and auditing Care of and program for juveniles Computer expense Repairs and maintenance Dues and subscriptions Insurance Lease of auto Marshall's operating expenses Miscellaneous Office supplies Payroll taxes Salaries Subpoenas Travel and conventions Telephone Auto expense Legal expense Uniforms Bank charges Restitution expense Employees~ meals Allocation of court cost Local Assistance Coordination Effort City Marshall St. Landry Parish Indigent Fund Acadiana Crimina]isnies Laboratory Distrlc~ AtEorney ]'his statement continued on next page 

GENERAL FUND 1996 ACTUAL 1995 ACTUAL 
$7,228 $6,005 488,477 25,917 2,343 ].5.625 
75,576 27,195 2,810 21.345 

]1.252 10.176 

SPECIAL REVENU} 1996 ACTUAL 199f: ACTUAl 

$25,000 $21,95~ 
8,133 8,163 436 2 559,411 651,272 25,000 21~P~Q 
8 i 7 6 3 8 6 5 ] 4 15 197 4 7 2 1 

400 106 185 072 169 839 449 660 948 684 313 863 444 010 084 498 861 778 ] .614 I],405 44,263 52,361 15,512 38.971 

8,475 7.309 1,053 2,797 8,037 6,449 5,683 1,373 4,767 13,960 178,024 5,876 6,655 2. 242 644 3,162 132 1,291 i. 547 12,897 51,567 58,622 !5,71~9 44. 688 
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CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BAI~NCES ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES (CONTINUED FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 1996 

EXPENDITURES (Continued) City Treasurer Police Jury hA Commission of Law Enforcement District Attorney - 12% Fund Crime victims State DWI machine fee City criminal witness fee City test fee Supreme Court CMIS cost Act 654 Coordination service fees Transfer to City Court of Euniee Capital outlay Office furniture and equipment Total expenditures EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER (UNDER EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE beginning of year FUND BALANCE end of year 

GENERAL ~JN 1996 ACTUAL 
$71 6 6 1 9 I 1 3 6 4 

238 318 431 957 923 800 065 600 452 613 

1995 ACTUAL 
$a8 I0 7 i 12 2 5 5 5 

203 711 342 467 855 625 875 250 198 065 

SPECIAL REVENIE FUND 1996 1995 ACTUAL ACTIAL 

$14,461 $6,864 14.000 ~53,474 21,(i90 ~14,360 604,270 28,461 
(54,949) 47,002 2__55,534 208, .=i32 2_o0,585 ~34 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement: 

(3,461) I4,338 14,338 



CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS LOUISIAN NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DE CEMBE_R 31, 1996 NOTE (i) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOU NTING POLICIES The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies aI~ practices. A. The ReDortin~ Entity Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria fo~ determining which component units should be considered part of the primary government for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component accountability. The GASB financial accountability. unit within the reporting entity is finan(ia] has set forth criteria to be considered in determii~in~, This criteria includes I. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the primary goverranent to impose its will on that organization and/or b The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the primary government. 2. Organizations for which majority but are fiscally the primary government does not appoint a rot irl~. dependent on the primary government Organizations for which the reporting misleading if data of the organization or significance of the relationship. eetity financial statements would be is not included because of the natur~ 
The criteria for determining whether an entity is a primary government are as follows: a b c It has a separately elected governing body. It is legally separate. It is fiscally independent of other state and local governments City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana is considered to be a primary gover~,~.n~ because: a b c 

The City Judge is an independently elected official. City Court of Opelousas possesses the corporate powers that would distinguish it as being legally separate from any other government. City Court of Opelousas is fiscally independent in that it is not required by state law to adopt a budget, it can set rates or cha~ges without approval of any other government, and it can issue bonded debt without approval of any other government. The accompanyinF~ financial statements present information only on the f~luds maintained by the City Court and do not present information on other goverrmlel]tal units. 



NOTE (I) B. 
CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31, 1996 SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES asis of Presentation (Continued) 

The accompanying financial statement.~; of the City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana have been prepared in conformity wJ th generally accepted accounting principle.,~ (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standard~ Board (GASB) is the accepted standards-setting body for establishing govenmlents! accounting and financial reporting principles. C. Fund Accounting City Court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate ](gal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relat ing to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accouTLts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds of City Court are classified as governmental and agency fu1~ds. Goverlzmental funds account for City Court's general activities, including the collect:ion and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction] of general fixed assets, and the servicing of gent ra] long-term debt. Governmental funds of City Court include: Genera] Fund The General Fund is the general operating fund of City Court of Opelou~as, Louisiana. It is used to account for all financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. Special Revenue Fund Special Revenue Funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific rew.nu( sources (other than special assessments, expendable trusts, or major capita] projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. The Special Revenue Fund of City Court of Opelousas is used to account for th( proceeds received through a grant from the S~ate of Louisiana Children's Cabinet for the families in need of services program. Agency Fund The Agency Fund type is used to account for assets held by a goverlm~ent in a trustee or agent: capacity for others. Agency funds generally serve as cleal inL accounts. City Court's Agency Fund is as follows: 



ITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31 1996 NOTE (i) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) The Agency Fund is the Civil Docket: Fund of City Court of Opelousas, Louisi~na It is custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and does not inw:]v measurement of results of operations. D. Basis of Accountin~ The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determJ1~e~ by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for usiIJg ; current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, ~ul\ current assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balanc~ sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases and decrease~; ~I net current assets . Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses ar~ recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basi~ ol accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of th~ measurement focus applied. The governmental fund is maintained on a modified accrual basis of accounting. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and available. Available means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The followin[ practices are used in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues Interest income on investments is recorded when the it]vestments have matured and the income is available. Fines are recorded when assessed and full payment is received. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. Expenditures Expenditures are recognized under the modified Expenditures are recorded when the related fund for principal and interest on general long-term due. 
accrual basis of accountJ ng liability is incurred, except debt which is recognized whe*, 

Expenditures for insurance and similar services, which extend over more thal one accounting period, are accounted for as expenditures in the period of acquisition. Purchases of operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased and inventories of such supplies (if any) are not recorded as as~.~ts at the close of year-end unless sigl~ificant. City Court does not employ the enc[u~brance system of accounting 



NOTE (i) E. 
CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECKMBER 31 1996 SUMM~RY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) a s Fixed assets used in governments] fund types operations that have an estimated useful life greater than one year (General Fixed Assets) are accounted fox i~ the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the goverrm~ental luilds. No depreciation has been provided on General Fixed Assets. Expenditures for infrastructure assets are not incurred by City Court. City Court does no~ capitalize interest costs incurred on fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Legal books are not capitalized. Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the General Lo~g-term Debt Account Group, not in th~ gover~nental funds. The two account groups are not funds. They are concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not with measurement of results of operations F. Budge_t City Court is not required to adopt: a budget G. Investments and Cash Louisiana statutes authorize City Court to invest in United States bo~ds , treasury notes or certificates, t:ime certificates of deposit in state and national banks, or any other federal ly insured investment:. Investments are ~ ime deposits that are stated at cost, which approximates market. City Court's policy generally is to invest in 6 month snd 1 year certificates of deposit. H. Annual Sick Leave All annual leave accumulated in 1996 was converted to sick leave on DeceI1:bel 31, 1996. Sick leave is paid upon retirement or death, up to a maximum of 240 hours at a rate computed by taking the current monthly salary provided by City Court of Ope]ousas, Louisiana, and dividing that amount by 160 hours. Accrued compensated absences are accounted for in the General Fund for the amount of hours of sick leave earned in one year. Any hours over this amount are accouiLted for in the General Long-term Debt Account Group. Compensatory Time The Judicial Administrator earns compensatory time for overtime worked Compensatory time not used accumulates and is paid upon termination, retire~ent or death. The Judicial Administrator is considered the department head arld therefore, cannot be paid for overtime worked. 



CITY COURT OF OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINI~CIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1996 NOTE (I) - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES J. Accounts Receivable (Continued) 
The accounts receivable account represents fines that are assessed but have not been collected, City Court's policy is to record rew!nue upon completioll oi collection. The deferred assessed fine account represents fines that ar( assessed but not completely collected. The prepaid unassessed fine acc~ui~l represents fines that are not assessed but partial payment has been receiw~d. K. Bad Debts City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, established an allowance for bad debts assessed upon completion of collection the balance in accounts receivable. 

does not record bad debts and has r~ot because it is their policy to record fiue~ Fines assessed but uncollected, compris( 
L. Total Columns on Combined Statements Total columns on the combined stst:ements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate Chat they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. ]:lat~l in these columns do not present financial position or results of operation~ i~ conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the, aggregation of this data. M. ComDarative Data Comparatiw~- total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanvin~ financial, statements in order to provide an understanding of changes in th~ goverruaent's financial position and operations. However, comparative data hav~ not been presented in all statements because their inclusion would make eerl aJl statements unduly complex and difficult to understand. NOTE (2) - CASH Cash consists of cash on hand, demand deposits and passbook savings accounts. At year-end, the carrying amount of City Court's deposits: was $429,225. The |~an~ balance of cash was $111,888 and of investments was $327,828. The investm~ut_~ in the amount of $3 , 721 were unsecured by federal deposit insurance a~1( collateral pledged at December 31, 1996. 



NOTE (3) - 
OPELOUSAS LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1996 

ACCOUNT GROUPS - GENERAL FIXED ASSETS CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A sunmlary of changes in general fixed assets is as follows 
Office furniture and equipment Automobiles Mobile phones Mobi].e radio system Parking lot and building improvements Totals 

Ba] ance Balance _j]~_n/96 Additions Retirements 12/31/9~ 
$42,023 $53,474 20,990 912 ]2.543 _6.258 _82.#L~A26 

$4,876 756 $90 20 12 62i 23a 912 543 6 , 25.8 

11 

The land and building in which City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana operates, arc provided by and currently owned by the City of Opelousas, Louisiana. NOTE (4) - RETI Employees of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, are covered under the Socia] Security Retirement System while the City Judge is covered by the State Employees' Retirement System. Effective January I, 1994, the Judge joined the DROP Program and as of that date, no further contributions are required to be made to the State Employees' Retirement System. NOTE (5) - ],EASES In September, 1994, City Court entered into an operating lease for a ne~ automobile. The operating lease is for 36 months beginning in September, ]994 and the monthly payments are $537. The lease agreement will end in September, 1997, at which time City Court has an option to purchase the automobile at Jai* market value. Rental expense shown for 1996 is $6,449. Following Js a eunmLary of future minimum rental payments required by the lease 
]997 Automobile $3,76,2 



John Newton Stout, CPA Joel Lanclos, Jr., CPA Russel~ J S~olty, CPA Dwight Ledoux, CPA Chizal S Fontenot, CPA James L. Nicholson, Jr., CPA G Kenneth Pavy, II, CPA Darren J Cart. CPA 
JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY A CORPORATION OF CER]IFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANIS 
NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUClqJRE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF G PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Honorable Judge Kenneth Boagni, Jr City Court of OpeIousas, Louisiana 

13 
John S. Dowltl .q (:~'A (1904-19~.4) Harold Dupr( Cf'; RetJl(!d 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 20. 1997. We conducted our Government Audit: audit in accordance na Standards. issued with generally accepted auditing standards and by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonab]( assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits a11d related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management ' s authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors ot irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that proced,.ires may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statement~; of City Court of Opeleusas, Louisiana, for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the inte~;I~a] control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of re].evant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed Jn operation, and we assessed control I:~ s~ in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opi:~i or~ on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on th, internal control st:ructure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
P O. Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 Ielefax 318 94~ 610.9 



Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclos~ al 1 matters in the internal control structure that ~ight be material weaknesses uiLdeF standards established by the Americsn Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or mor~. o~ the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the. risk that errors and irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the genera] purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be dete,zted within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigi1cd functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and J t s operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. ]!his report is intended for the information of City Court of 0pelousas, Louisiana, i t~; Judge, and the appropriate regulatory agency. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Opelousas, Louisiana June 20. 1997 



John Newton Stout, CPA Joel Lanclos, Jr., CPA Russell J. Sielly, CPA Dwight Ledoux, CPA Chizal S Font(mot, CPA James L Nicholson, Jr., CPA G Kenneth Pa~y, II, CPA I)arren J Cart. CPA JOHN S. DOWLING & COMPANY A CORPORATION OF: CERI'IPIE[) PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN]S 
~ASED ON AN AUDTT OF S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE 

To the Honorable Judge Kenneth Boagni, Jr City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana We have audited the general Louisiana, as of and for the thereon dated June 20. 1997. purpose financial statements year ended December 31, 1996 
We conducted our audit in accordance Government Audit:[n~ Standards issued 

]5 John S. Dowhr ~! CPA (1904 198d) Harold Dupr( CF'A Retired 

of City Court of Opelousas, and have issued our report 
with generally accepted auditing standards and by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit: to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatemez,t. Compliance w:ith laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to City Court o5 Opelousas, Louisiana, is the responsibility of the City Court's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatements, we performed tests of City Court's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such a11 opinion. The results of our tests disclosed the following instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported herein under Government Auditing Standards for which th~ ultimate resolut:[on cannot presently be determined. Accordingly, no provision for any liability that: may result has been recognized in City Court's financial statements. Condition: City Court of Opelousas did not have adequate collateral pledged by the bank to secure deposits in excess of FDIC insurance. Criteria: Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1218-1225 requires that banks in which public funds are deposited shall give security for the safekeeping of the governmezLta] entity's deposits. Effect: The deposits of City Court of Opelousas were not fully secured Cause: The bank invo].ved was not aware that City Court's deposits had exceeded }'Di( coverage. 

P 0 Box 433 4766 #49 North Service Road Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-0433 Telephone 318-948-4848 7elefax 318.94~i6109 



To the Honorable Judge Kenneth Boagni, Jr City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana Page 2 
Management's Response: The bank has been contacted and is in the process of pledging securities to cover the deposits of City Court of Opelousas. We considered this instance of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether City Court's general purpose financial statements are presented fairly, in all material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this repo~ does: not affect our report dated June 20, 1997 on those general purpose financial statements. This: report is intended for the information of City Court of Opelousas, Louisiana, it~ Judge and the appropriate regulatory agency. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Ope]ousas, Louisiana June 20. 1997 


