
To the Board of Commissioners St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III 
In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial stateme~it!; of St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. ]II for the year ended December I], 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect [o the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relew~nt policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we asses~:ed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose o5 expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provido an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such all opinion. We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and i t ~ operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of. Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions invokv~ matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design o~ operation of the :internal control structure that, in our judgment, could advers,.ly affect the entity's abJ].ity to record, process, summarize, and report financial d,,[~ consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose finane i a] s tatements. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operatiol of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce t o i relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would b( material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited i:ta'. occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course o~ performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessar i Iv disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportab]~ conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable eondit i~,ll~; that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we no~ ed the fellowing matters involving the interna], control structure and its operation that we consider to be a material weakness as defined above. This condition was conside~ecl in determining the nature, timing and extent of the procedures to be performed in (,tl* audit of the financial statements of the District for the year ended December 31, ]9~6. General Administration Finding: In reviewing the internal control structure, we noted inadequate segregatio of duties existed. Cause: Inadequate segregation of duties exists due to the limited number of person~e] performing the administrative functions. Suggestion and response: The Board has evaluated this inadequacy and concluded ~h~ related costs versus benefits to be achieved does not justify the addit~ol,a] personnel it would require to establish an adequate segregation. 
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I'.I{O1]SSAI{1), I)O(]lll,]", I,E~zlS & I~I{EAUX 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAl. CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III as of and Jcn the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated May 7, 1997. We audit:ing conducted our audit in accordance with generally accep standards and Government Auditing Standards issued by Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards requ that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurer about: whether the general purpose financial statements are free material misstatement. 
6'( h~ r{ c( of 

The management: of St. Landry Parish Fire Protection Distrlct NO. I]I is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates ,ILd judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits. and related costs of internal control structure policies ;Lnd procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are t~, provJ de management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that asset~,; are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use o~ dispesition and that transactions are executed in accordance with management' s authorization and recorded properly to permit : he preparation of general purpose financial statements in aceordanc~ with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inhere.hi limitations in any 5 nternal control structure, errors o~ irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. A]s;o, projection of any eva].uation of the structure to future periods iy~ subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because o~ changes in conditions o17 that the effectiveness of the design ,~nd operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 



ST. LANDRY PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. llI ST. LANDRY PARISH POLICE JURY SCHEDULE OF EXPENDITURES - BUDGET (NON-GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND Year EndedDeeember 31, 1996 

Cu~re~tl Public safety - Salaries and related benefits Civi] Service Board Volunteer fire stations and firemen Per diem to board members Telephone and utilities 

Actual 
Adj us tment to Budgetary Basis_ 

Actual on Budgetary Basis Budget ~arianc~, Favorab ~Unfavo:l~t 
$ 849,702 $ (23,312) $ 826,390 $ 860,820 $ 34,430 

Insurance Uniforms and cleaning Equipment maintenance and supplies Building maintenance and supp 1 i e s Professional fees Office supplies Travel and training Other Capital outlays Total expendi tures 

1.130 
9,690 5,208 30,335 88,936 3,688 21,470 9,350 4,965 2.598 144 4,390 ___ 1,772 

(2,415) (4,260) 
(543) 

1.130 1,000 (170) 
9,690 5,208 27,920 84,676 3,688 20,927 9,350 4,965 2.598 144 4,390 1,772 

9,900 4,500 26,000 76,000 4,800 15,000 14,000 2,000 2.600 1,000 750 __ 3,5OQ 

(7o8) (1,9:0) (8,6 6) 1,1 .? (5,9;' / ) 4,6':,0 (2,9~b) 2 8 (3,6 1.7 6 o) 8 
~1~033,378 $i~002 848 ~i,021,87__~0 $. _19-~t~~7. 

- 14 



ST. LANDRY PARISH FIRE ST. LANDRY 

Byron Briggs George Bullet Chester Fontcnot Clifford Thierry Lee Thibodeaux Verlin Latiolais W. W. Williamson Total 

PROTECTION DISTRICT PARISH POLICE JURY SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION PAID TO BOARD Year Ended December 31. 1996 
Per Diem $ 75o 650 750 700 750 650 700 

The schedule of compensation paid to board members was House Concurrent Resolution No. 54 of the 1.979 Session of 



SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
A]I permanent employees working at least 28 hours per week who are p;<id wholly or in part from funds and all elected parish officials are eligJ|,l~ to participate in the system. Under Plan A, employees who retire at o~ after age 60 with at least i0 years of credited service, at or after age 55 with 25 years of credited service, or at any age with at least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly ~o~ life, equal to 3 percent of their final average compensation multiplied I,y the employee's years of credited service. However, for those employees ~'ho were members of the supplemental plan only prior to January i, 1980, ~h~ benefit is equal to 1 percent of final average compensation, plus $24 ~o~ each year of supplemental plan only service earned prior to January 1. 1980. Final compensation is the employee's monthly earnings during the 36 consecutive or joined months that: produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at ].east the amount of credited service staled previously and who do not withdraw their employee contributions, may retlz~ at: the ages specified previously and receive the benefit accrued to th~i~ date of termination. The system also provides death and disabl]ity benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. The Parochial Employees Retirement System issued a publicly avail~b|~ financia] report that includes financial statements and requi~ed supplemental information. The report can be obtained by writing to lh~ Parochial Employees Retirement System, P. O. Box 14619, Baton Rouge. Louisiana 70898-4619. Funding policy Contributions to the system include one-fourth of one percent of the ta~:e~ shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of the parish. These tax do]]~,r~. are divided between Plan A and Plan B, based proportionately on th~ salaries of the active members of each plan. Plan members are required to contribute 9.50% of their ann~al covele( salary and the District is required to contribute at an actuar~al]y determined rate. The current rate is 8.00% of annual, covered payroll. ';'h~ contribution requirements of P]an members are established and may h~ amended by the Systemts Board of Trustees. The Districtrs contributions t( the System for the years ended December 31, 1996, 1995 and ]994 w~ $2,113, $ 2,170, and 2,173, respectively, equal to the requi~e~ contributions for each year. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATRMENTS 
Membership Js mandatory as a condition of employment beginning on date employed if the employee is on a permanent basis as a firefighter, r,ot participating in another publicly funded retirement system and under ~ge fifty (50) at date of employment. Employees who retire at or after age !~(I with at least 20 years of credited service, or at or after age 55 with at least: 12 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit payable monthly for life, equal to 3-i/3 percent of their average final compensation multiplied by the employee'~ years of credited service. Fi1~a] compensation is the employee's monthly earnings during the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. The Firefighterls Retirement System issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplemental information. That report may be obtained by writing to Firefighte1's Retirement System, P. O. Box 94(195 Capitol Station, Baton Rouge, LA 708(14- 9095. Funding policy Plan members are required to contribute 8.0% of their annual covered safe, r> and the District is required to contribute at an actuarially determi~.ed rate. The current rate is 9.0% of annual covered payroll. ~:h~ contribution requirements of Plan members are established and may bc amended by the System's Board of Trustees. The District's contribution to the System for the years ended December 31, 1996, 1995 and 1994 w~.r~ $69,363, $66,510, and $63,585, respectively, equal to the requi~ed contribution for each year. Parochial Employees Retirement S_ystem Plan description Only one employee of the St.. Landry Fire Protection District No. III i~ ~ member of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Loui.si~, ("system"), a cost sharing multiple-en~leyer, public employee retirem(,llt system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of truste(s. The system is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. The employee of the District i~; ~{ member of Plan A. 
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Note 3. Ad Valorem Taxes 
NOTES TO FINANC]AL STATEMENTS 

Ad valorem taxes attach as an enforceable lien on property as of January 1 of each year. Taxes are levied by the District in May or June and are actua[1} billed to the taxpayers in the later part of the fiscal year. Billed ta>:e~ become delinquent on January 1 of the following year. The fol]owing is summary of the levied ad valorem taxes: General corporate purpose: Operations and maintenance 
Note 4, General Fixed Assets 

16.20 
A stunmary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
Land Buildings Equipment 

Balance January i, 1996 $ 37,211 854,121. 979089 h,87o,42~ 
Additions $ 28 136 28,136 Included in the amount for equipment items purchased prior to January ], 

Note 5. Pension Plan 

Reductions $ __ (8,611) $ (8,611) 

Balance December 31, 1996 $ 37,211 854,121 998,614 $i,889,946 above is $87,486 of estimated costs Io~ 1980. 
Substantially all of the employees of the St. Landry Fire Protection District No. III are members of the Firefighters Retirement System or the Parochial Employees Retirement System. Firefi~hters Retirement System Plan description The Firefighters Retirement System (the System) is a cost-sharing multiphe employer public employee retirement system (PERS). 
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Fixed assets 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

General fixed assets are not capitalized in the funds used to acquire oi construct them. Instead, capita] acquisition and construct:ion are reflect ed as expenditures in governmental funds, and the related assets are repor:ed in the general fixed assets account group. All fixed assets are valued at cost or at estimated cost for purchases made prior to 1980. Assets in the general fixed assets to the nature of its operations (infrastructure) fixed assets. Compensated absences 
account group are not depreciated. ])u{ the District has no public dom~dl 

Employees of the District who have been employed for one year earn 18 d~o,~; of vacation pay. After ten years of service, they earn one additional day of vacation pay for each year worked up to the maximum of 30 days. No accruals have been made for accumulated unpaid vacation and sick ]e,~w due to their immateriality in relation to total payroll costs of :h{ District. Memorandum only - total columns Total columrls on the financial statements are captioned Memorandum On]y to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis;. Data in these columns do not present financial position in conformity wit|l generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data compara1~]{. to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. Note 2. Cash and Interest-bearing Deposits For reporting purposes, cash and investments include cash, demand deposits, time deposits, and government backed mortgage securities. The District may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates, or ~ime certificates of deposit of state banks having their principal office in ~he State of Louisiana, or any other federally insured investment. The District may also invest in shares of any homestead and building and loan association in any amount not exceeding the federally insured amount. Under state law, these deposits in financial institutions must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurauc{' must at all times be equal to the amount on deposit with the bank. These pledged securities are held Jn the name of the pledging bank in a custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to the parties involved. At December !II, 1996, deposits in financial institutions were fully secured by fedela] deposit insurance and the market value of securities pledged in the District's name. 
8 - 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental f~m( types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues ~le recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become b(:,t~ measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transactlo: can be determined and "availab].e" means collectible within the curr~n[ period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of lh( current period. Ad valorem taxes and recognized as revenue in the year the related state revenue sharing ar( in which the taxes are assessed ;~nd billed. The other major revenue considered susceptible to accrual i~ interest on investments. Expenditures are recorded when the related f,,nd liability is: incurred. Budgets The District: follows these procedures in establishing the budgetary d~t;~ reflected in the financial statements: 
1 Prior to January i, the Chairman submits to the Board a propos~ed operating budget for the ensuing year. The operating budget inc]ude~ proposed expenditures and the means of financing them. 2 Public hearings are conducted to obtain taxpayer comments 3 ]?he budget is legally enacted amendment:s are also legally resolution. through the passage of a resolut~ enacted through the passage of 
4 The budget for the general fund is adopted on a cash basis (non-GAA] basis). Included in the accompanying financial statements is ~I adjustment column converting revenues and expenditures as determined b\ the modified accrual basis of accounting to the budgetary (cash) basis 5 The budget for the general fund is employed as a management control device during the year. All budget appropriations lapse at year end. Expenditures may not lega[1~ exceed budgeted appropriations by more than five percent at the individual fund level. Cash and investments Cash and cash equivalents include amounts in demand deposits as well a~ short-term investments with a maturity date within three months of the d,~te acqui red by the District. Investments are stated at cost, and the related market value approximate~; cost. 
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ST. LANDRY PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. III ST. LANDRY PAR]SH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
Note i. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies The financial statements of the St. Landry Fire Proteetion District No. ]]I have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted aecountiu? principles (GAAP) as applied to government units. The Governmental Accountin~ Standards Board (GASB) is the generally accepted standard-setting body lot establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles, qhe more significant of the District's accounting policies are described belov~ Reporting entity The St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III is a component mdt of the St:. l,andry Parish Police Jury. The District was established to provide fire protection for the residents of the District. Fund accounting The District uses two funds and one account group to report on J t s financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain government functions el activities . A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set el accounts. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets ~md liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. The general fund, a governmental fund type, is the general operating f~L1 of the District. It is used to account for all financial resources of I| District except those required to be accounted for in other funds. The capital projects fund, a governmental fund type, is used to account Jo~ financial resources to he used for acquisition or construction of m~jor capital projects. Basis of accounting The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund ia. determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using s current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities geners]ly are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these fm~d~ present increases (i.e. , revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net curr~ut assets. 

- 6 - 



ST. LANDRY PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. III ST. LANDRY PARISH POLICE JURY STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE BUDGET (NON-GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAl, FUND Year Ended December 31. 1996 

Revenues: Taxes: Ad valorem Intergovernmental Interest earnings Other Total revenues Expenditures: Current:: Public safety Capita:[ outlay Total expendi tures 

Aetual 
$ 1,038,459 202,725 12,931 1 135 

Adjustment to Budgetary Basis 
Actual on Budgetary Basis Budget 

$ (190,534) $ 847,925 30,791 233,516 12.931 1 135 
789 192 8 263 000 000 

Exh[bi t C 

Variance Favorabl~ (Unfavorab]e~ 
58,66; 41,514 4.93] 

~__Llf255,250 ~ (159_~743) $ ],095,507 $ 989,263 $ 106,24 
$ 1,031,606 1 772 $ (30,530) $ 1,001,076 ] 772 $ 1,018,370 3 500 $ 17,29~ I,ZII! .$. i~033,378 ~__ ('3_0_~5_53_0_) $ ],002,848 $ 1,021,870 ~._ 19,0? Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures $ 221,872 $ (129,213) $ 92,659 $ (32,607) $ 125,266 Other financing uses : Operating transfers out 1,558 1,558 (i,5!~) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other uses $ 220,314 $ (129,213) $ 91,101 $ (32,607) $ 123,708 Fund balance, beginning _.i~005,782 _ (96Z~46J;) 38,317 38,31_/7 Fund balance, ending _$ I,_226 096 $(I,096,678) $ 129,418 $ 5,710 $ 123,708 

See Notes to Financial Statements 
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Revenues : Taxes : Ad valorem 

ST. I~NDRY PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. III ST. LANDRY PARISH POLICE JURY STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN MIND BALANCE - ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES Year Ended December 31. 1996 

Intergovernmental : State revenue sharing Fire insurance rebate Interest earnings Other Total revenues Expenditures: Current: P~lio safety Capital outlays Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

Excess of revenues and other sources over expenditures and other uses Fund balance, beginning Fund balance, ending 
See Notes to Financial Statements 

General Fund 
$1,038,459 165,360 37,365 12,931 . 1,135 

Capital Projects Fund 

39.190 

Exhibi ~ g 

Total (Memorandun Only) .__ 
$i,038,459 165,360 37,365 52,12] 1 135 ~i,255,250 $ 39,190 $1,294,4/K~ 

$1,031,606 ~ 1,772 ~i,033,378 221,872 
~ (1,558) ,$ (1,558) $ 220,314 1,005,782 $I,226,096 

- 4 - 

$ 197 26 364 $ 26,561 $ 12,629 
1.558 $ 1,558 
$ 14,187 707,495 $ 721,682 

$I,031,803 -- 28,136 $i,059,939 ~_234,50% 
$ 1,558 __ (I,558 $ __ 
$ 234,501 1,713,271 $I,947,778 



ASSETS 

s'r. LANDRY PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. Ill ST. LANDRY PAR]SH POLICE JURY 

Cash and cash equivalent Investments Receivab]es: Ad valorem State revenue sharing Land Buildings Machinery and equipment Total assets 

BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS December 31. 1996 
Goveri~mental Funds General Fund $ 129,418 
1,017,477 109.731 

Capital Projects Fund $ 53,832 667.850 

Account Group_ General Fixed Assets 

37,211 854,121 998 614 $i,889~946 

Exhibit A 

Total (Memorandum Only) $ 183,250 667.850 1,017,477 ].09,731 37,21] 854,121 998 614 
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable $ 30,530 ~ $ $30,530 Fund Equity: Investment in general fixed assets Fund balance - unreserved 1,226,096 Total fund equity $I,226,096 Total liabilities and fund equity 

$ 721 682 ~_ 721,682 
$1,889,946 
$1,889,946 

See metes to Financial Statements 

$1,889,946 1,947,778 $3,837,724 $3,868,254 



To the Board of Commissioners St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III 
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The accompanying financial information lJsl ed as "Schedules" in the table of contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the financial statements of the St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. II]. Such information has been subjected to lhe auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statement~ and, in our opinion, Js fairly stated in all material respects in relation to '.h~. financial statements taken as a whole. 
In accordance dated May 7, 1997 on a report dated May 7 with Government Audit ng Standards our consideration of the District's 1997 on its compliartce with laws we have also issued a repo~ t internal control structure m< and regulations. 

Opclousas, Louisiana May 7, 1997 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
To the Board of Commissioners St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III Opelousas, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose fina:m i l] statements of the St. Landry Parish Fire Protect:ion District }~o III, a component unit of the St. Landry Parish Police Jury, as ol December 31, 1996 and for the year then ended, as listed in "h~ table of contents. These financi al statements are ' h~ responsibility of the District's management. Our responsibility i! to express an opinion on these financial statements based on ~,,~i aud i t. 
We conducted our auditing standards and audit in accordance with generally accep! c Goverlunent Auditing Standards issued by "l Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards requ[ r~ that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assura~c~ about: whether the financial statements are free of mater [ a] misstatement. An audit: includes examining, on a test basis, evidei~c~ supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statemen! ~; An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used ~mc significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating !h~ overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
]in our opinion, the general purpose financial statemeI~t! referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, ~ h~ financial position of the St. Landry Parish Fire Protection Dist r let No. III as of December 3], 1996 and the results of its operatiom for the year then ended in conformity with generally accept<.~ accounting principles. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR' S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
CONTENTS 

GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS Balance sheet - all fund types and account: groups Statement of revenues, expenditures, and changes ir, fund balance - all governmental fund types Statement of revenues, expenditures, and changes ~n fund balance - budget (non-GAAP basis) and ac:tual - genera], fund Notes to financial statements SUPPI,EMENTARY INFORMATION 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE EASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORNED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED ]iN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
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I~ll| ~OPY 
~N~tl f~rrt t%~ 

LANDRY PARISH FIRE PROTECTION DISTR]CT NO. Ill FINANCIAL REPORT DECEMBER 3]. 1996 

an(]er provisions of state law, thts report is a public dO.CLJment. A copy of the report has been submit. ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and oth~.r appropziate public officials. Tile repoll is available for [)ublic in~aection at the Baton Rouge office of the Leg'islalive Audi- for and, whore at::pr~priate, at the office of the parish clerk of court 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUI)IT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To the Board of Co~nissioners St:. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III Opelousas, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements <)~ the St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thcr<.ov dated May 7, 1997. We conducted our auditing standards and audit in accordance with generally accepted Go_vernment Auditing Standards issued by ~h~ Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards requir~ that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grant~ applicable to the District is the responsibility of the St. L~ndl-v Parish Fire Protection District No. IIl's management. As pa~t o~ obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the District's compliance with certain provisions of ]aws, regulations, and contracts. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide aH opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, w(~ do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests did not disclose any instances o:~ noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditin~ Standards. This report is intended for the information of management and the Legislative Auditor. This restriction is not intended to ] i~ni t the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Opelousas, Louisiana May 7, 1997 
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To the Board of Commissioners St. Landry Parish Fire Protection District No. III 
This report is intended for the information of management and the Legislat~ Auditor. This restrict:ion is not intended to limit the distribution of this repo~ which is a matter of public record. 

Opelousas, Louisiana May 7, 1997 


