
State revenue sharing Total revenues ~: x/:: edl d j_tt~ r e s Gonera] govorn Salaries and Office suppl Education an Automob] ] e Profess] ona] Ca[d ta] outlay 
merit - taxation: related costs (Note 5) es and expenses d travel 
(Note 4) 

F, xcess (deficiency) of revenues over expend] tures Fund balance, beginning ot year Fund balance, end of year 

$306,780 4,532 7,972 4,257 75~3 ~L8 3 9 ~_8 7~ 
296,080 46,3]7 I],909 ]6,395 15,507 ]AO~4 _4Q!~ 972 
(3,093) i 02~9_899 .$ 29~ 806 

Exhibit B and Type 

]'he accompanying notes arc an integral part of this statement. 



 

VERNON PARISH ASSESSOR Notes to the Financial Statements December 31, 1996 No}to _]_---SumLnarv of S~LHLific{Lnt _Acc_ouBt]]~q Policies As provided by Article VII, Section 24 Constitution of 1974, the assessor is e voters of the parish and serves a four- assessor assesses all real and movable parish, subject to ad va]orem taxation. authorized to appoint as many deputies for the efficient operation of the offi a{~{sJstance to the taxpayers of the pari are authorized to perform all functions the assessor is officially and pecuniar the actions of the deputies. 

of le ye pr as ce sh o il 

the Louisiana ted by the r term. The perty in the he assessor is may be necessary and provide The deputies the office, but responsible fo} 
The assessor's office Js located in the Vernon Parish Courthouse in LeesvJ]lE, Louis]ana. The assessor employs eight employees including six deputies. In accordance with Lou~[;iana law, the assessor bases real and movable property assessments on conditions existing on January 1 o~ the tax year. The assessor comp] etes an assessment ] ]sting by May i of the tax year and submits the ]Jst to the parish governing authority and the Louisiana Tax Commission, as prescribed by law. Once the assessmEnt ]~sting Js approved, the assessor submits the assessment roll to the parish tax collector, who Js responsible for the collection and distribution of taxes to the various tax] ng bodJ es. A. _PK i nci~!es Deter m[ n_ing S cgpe _9 f~RgPS~Tti n~ _ En_t_~ The financial statements of the Assessor consist only of the funds and account groups of the Assessor. The Assessor has no oversight responsibilities for any other govErnmental entity since no other entities are considered to be controlled by or dependent on the Assessor. Contrc)] or dependence is determined on the basis of budget adop- t]on, taxing authority, funding, and appointment of the respective governing board. B. _FuI~d Accg_untiBg The accou[its of basis of funds s]deled a separ as provided by t() account2 for Compensation re sc]Jbed bv form 

th and ate heu the ceJ ula 190B :[f; accounted expendi tuYes are 

e A ae ac i si op red i n for aid 

sess ount eunt na R rat.i f rom ]~c}u.i -in t J IT om 

or are o groups, ing entJ evJ sod S ons of t the vat siana Re hi s fund thJ s t u 

rganized each of ty. tat hE ] C}tl ViS 
The ntes Asses s tax ed St Goner 

on the which Js Genera] 47:1906, sor's olf ing bodJe atues 47: al operat 
con-- ],'un d t is uSEd 3ce. .{~ pre- ] 907- i ng 



(31S) 239.2535 (31S) 23S-5135 Fax 2~9 2295 

EIJLIO'I~I" & ASSOCIATES, INC. A t~rofcsslonal Accottntitzg Corporation P. O. Box 3287 Lecsvillc, l,ouisiana 71496-1287 

Vernon Parish Assessor LeesvJ]ler Louisiana: ] have audiled the general purpose financial statements of the Vernon Parish Assessor, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated April 24, 1997. I conducted my audit J n accordance with generally accepted audJtJ ng standards and GCtv~ir_nn!ent AucJjt_~n~_Starldards, J ssued by th~ Comptroller General of t.he United States. Those standards require that ] plan and perform the audit to obtaJl reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free oi material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Vernon Parish Assessor Js the responsibility of the Vernon Parish Assessor's management. AS part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, 1 performed tests of the Vernon Parish Assessor's compliance with c(:rtain provisions of laws, regulations, contract~;, and grant.'~. Ilowever, my objective was not to provide an opinion on overall colap]Jance with such provisions. The results of my tests indicate that, with respect to the JtOillS Jested, the Vernon Par_ish Assessor complied, in all material resp(;cts, with the provisions referred to in the preceding paragraph, with respect to items not tested, notll:iilg came to my attention that caused me to believe that the Vernon Parish Assessor had not complied, _-in all material respects, with those provisions. This report Js intended for the information of the management of the Vernon Parish Assessor and the Legislative Auditor of the State of I,ouJsiana. This restriction is riot intended to ]JmJI the distribution of this report, which Js a matter" of public record. 
l,eesvi]]e, April 24, Lou] slan~l 1997 



Note_5 -:~P__en~ i o[i 
VERNON PARISH ASSESSOR the Financial Statements (Continued) 
lan CcontJnue be collectible by the tax rolls of each pari sharJng lunds appropriated by the legis]atur tion requirements of plan members and the Ve Assessor are established and may be amended As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11 : contributions are determJned by actuarial va subject to change each year based on the res valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Ve Assessor's contributions to the System for t December 31, 1996, was $]],458; equal to the butJons for the year. 

sh, plus revenue e. The contrJbu- rnon Parish by state statute. 103, the employer luation and are ults of the rnon Parish he year ending required contrJ- 
There is no litigation pending against the Assessor's office at December 31, 1996. 
Not~[ 7-:I)eferred Reve*~le Defelred revenue at December 3], ]996 consists of ]ng revenue items collected in December 1996 that 1997 revenue: State revenue sharing Ad valorem taxes 

]3 

the io] low- represent 
$23,905 _.23~354 ~21~59 



 

VERNON PARISH ASSESSOR Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
Npte4cE:Ger[f~al Fized__Ass6~ts A summary of changes in genera] fixed Ba]ance~ December 31, ]99[; Additions Deductions BalanceI December 3], ]996 
Note 5--Pension Plaffl SubslantJa]ly all employees of members of the Louis.iana Asses tem), a cost-sharing, multlp]e administered by a separate boa 

assets follows: 

the Assess():['' s sor's Retirement -employer defined rd of trustees. All full-time employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original emp]oyme~t and are not drawing retirement benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana are required to participate Jn the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least ]2 years of credited service or at or after age 50 with at ]east 30 years o~ credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, pay- able monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed ]00 percent of their final-average salary. Final- ave con age ser ret the and by s The repo p]em obta Syst 1786 y'und!!]g l~o]~cy. Plan m to corlirJbute 7.0 perce tile Vernon Parish Asses actuarial ]y determined COIlt Oi aflllua] covered also include one-fouzth 
embers are nt of t:heJr SoY Js regu 
12 

y available financial ements and required sup- em. That report may be a Assessors ' Retirement eport, Louisiana 7]]66- 



 

VERNON PARISH ASSESSOR Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) Note ]-7-Sumr9arv q~ S~nifJcant Accountinq_Pojicies 
F. .Vaca%~~ oat a3~d3ick Leav~l y~patj on I, eave 

CC~)nt ._)_ 

Employees are granted from one to four weeks, depending on length of service, of vacation leave annually. Upon termination of employment, for any reason, an employee may be compensated for accnmu]ated leave, not exceeding that employee's maximum for one year of service. Accumulated vacation time is not carried into future years. Sick Leave Emp]oyees annual ]y. mad(-' upon are granted Sick leave a maximum of two weeks sick leave Js non-cumulative, and no payment i~ of employment. 
G. :]~ota] Column on the Da]gmce ~Sheet 7 Qvervie_w 

I,evi efLTaxe~ 

.,._.c 99 mils 5.29 m~is The assessed va]uatJen (net of homestead exemptions) was $58,3]],000 ~or the ]996 tax year. Note 3 -Cash and Cash Equjva]entls As o~ l)ocemb~~r 3], 1996, the Ass(~smor ' s doposits was $] 47 $]54,820. Of the bank ba]an feclela] depository in.qnrance 
11 



 

VERNON PARISH ASSESSOR Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
Nqte-J~:-SL~!naryqfS_i_gni!ie;~nt.AccountJngPo~bc~es~gont.l C. ~'j xgd A_sl~ sucf hund typ] e~ng-teex reported as Group. 

e_ts__a_nd Lon~- term J,iabilitie~ (Cont .A em ]i amounts 

Basis of accounti tures are recogni ments. Basis of measurements made plied. The Assessor's accounting. How panying financia modified accrual ]ng practices: 
47:]907-]908 is 
Expe4~dJ tures 

oarrefunn d~t in the 

emen of 
maintained on funds reported ts have been c accounting uti 

eived from the la in Louisiana recorded in the 
serv]ces, ntitled to 

E. ~Budget~rv Pragtiges 
budget. 

I0 

onverted basi s of accom- to a lizing the follow-- 

related fund liabJ]- 

year and Exhibit C reflects 



 

VERNON PARIs}| ASSESSOR LERSVILLE, LOUTSIANA Ar~ntla] FJn~ncJa] Statements December 3] , ]996 

.maer provisions of state taw, tins report is a public document A copy of the ~'epod: has bean s~brnit- ted to the audit(-<!, or reviev~,ed, entity and other approp~iab public officials. The rG-port i.~; z~wJMb~e fcsr public insDection ~t the Baton Rouge oifice of the. Legislative Audi- tor and, where aDproprk~e, at the office of the parish clerk of court 



 

VERNON PARISH ASSESSOR Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
No_t.e ]:-SU!n1~lary of Signif 
C 

cant A_c_cou_ntin~ Policies (C_oj]t.J 
Fjxgd_ Assets_and Lonq-Term The accounting and repo fixed assets and ]ong-t fund are determined by menta] funds are accoun i]ow" measurement focus assets and current ]iab their balance sheets. current asset:s) is cons spendable resources. " ments present increases Sources) and decreases uses) in net current as to present a summary e~ spendab]e resources" du 

Liabilities ting treatment applied to rm liabilities associated ts measurement focus. A1 ed for on a spending or " This means that only cu lities are genera]ly Jncl heir reported fund ba]anc dered a measure of "avail overnmental ~und operatin (revenues and other finan expenditures and other fi ets. Accordingly, they a sources and uses of "avaJ ing a period. 

the with a 1 govern- f~nancJa] trent uded on e (net ab]e g state- cJng nancing re said fable 

A]] fixed assets are valued at histozica] cost or esti- mated historical cost il actual historical cost is not avai]able. Donated ~Jxed assets are valued at their csti- inated fail- value en the date donated. The account group is not a "fund." ]it w]t h the measurement of financial posi involved with measurement of results of operations. 
exclude amount spending measuremen governmental fund ty s represented by noncu not affect net current assets, 



_ Assets 

VERNON PARISH ASSESSOR Combined Balance Sheet All Fund Types and Account December 3], 1996 
Governmental Fuad Tjpes ____ 
General 
$]47,065 Total assets ~]J 7 ~O6[~ 

Liabi]J__.._ _. _ .ties and FZund E qu.i ty : I,iabJ] ities: Deferred revenue (Notes 2 and 7) i J7~2~9. 47~ 25.9 Fund equity: Investment Jn general fixed assets (Note 4) --- Fund balance unreserved ~._ 99~_80_6" 
Total ]iabilities and fund equity 

-- 99~. 8_06 
$147.065 

Exhibit 

Account Group General __ ff'gta]s Fixed (Memorandum Assets on]~,~ 

S155,868 

155,868 

]'he accompanying notes are an integral part oi this statement 

$147,065 ]55,868 ~392.,9:~3 

4"1,259 

_99, s06 _ 255~ 674 



.Re<[enues : 

VERNON PARISI[ ASSESSOR Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual Governmental Fund Type - General Fund For the Year Ended December 31, 1996 

Ad valorem taxes Computer ]eceJpts ]nterest earned Mapping receipts State revenue sharing 
Expenditures General government - taxation: Sa] at] es Office supplies and expense.~; Education and travel Automobile ProfessJenal Capital outlay Total expend.i t ures 

_ B_udNet 
$290,000 500 5,000 500 

Actual Variance Favorable _(Unfavorgb] e) $306,780 $I 4,532 7,972 4,257 
780 032 972 757 338 33_1~_000 _ 398L87_9 . 27~879 

296,080 46,317 I],909 16,395 15,507 
6,080 6,317 (909 8,605 9,507 4~236 392j00.0 _ 4:01,.972 _ (9j9.72) ExcesS; (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures (2],000) (3,093) Fund Balance, Begzinning of Year Funcl Balance, End of Year 102 899 ]02j_899 

The accompanying notes are an .~ntegral part of this statement. 7 



(31~) 2392535 l~x 239~29~ 

ELLIO'IT & ASSOCIATES, INC. A FrofesMonal Accounting Corporation P. O. Box 1287 Lccsviltc, Louisiana 71496-1287 

Vernon Parish Assessor Leesvi] ]e, Louisiana: 

are free of material misstatement ]n planning and performing my audit of the general purpose financial statelaents of the Vernon Parish Assessor, for the year ended December 31, 1996, I considered its internal control structure in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. 

policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed ]n accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that the procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or th,~t the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 



(318) 239-2535 (318) 7138-5135 Fax ~39-2295 

EI.LIO'IT & ASSOCIATES, INC. A l'rofesslonal Accounting Co~],~oratioez P. O. Box 1287 [k.esville, I~misiana 71496-1287 

RE[-~ORT O_P." IN_D__t,.'I.'J)I.N.D_~:NT .PUBI,~IQ ACCOUNTANT 
Vernon 1-'arJ sh Assessor ],eesvJ i] e, Louisiana: 

]~e~s-,] ~ AprS~ ] 

ac:companying genera] purpose financial Vernon Parish Assessor as of December 3], 
Jn accordanc Those s tanda obtain tease ] statements dmt includes the amounts a ~ An audit a s used and sJ as eva] uating on. ] be]iev my opinJ on. 

]]e, Louisiana 24, ]997 

e with genera]ly accepted rds require that ] plan and nable assurance about are free of material examining, on a test basis, nd disclosures in the ]so includes assessing the gnifieant estimates made by the overall financial e that my audit provides a 
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For all of the internal co above, ] obtained an under policies and procedures an operation, and I assessed 
ntrol stand d wile contr 

classified the policies and 

My consideration of the internal control structure would not_ necessarily disclose a]] matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable cond:itJon in which the design or o[,eratJon of one or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a 1:e]atively low ]eve] the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material Jn relation to the finaneial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees Jn the norma] courage, of performi~]9 their assigned functions. ] noted ~o matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that ] consider to be ruaterJa] weaknesses as defined above. This report J s intended for the information of the management of the Vernon Parish Assessor and the Legislative Auditor oI the State of Louisiana. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which J s a matter of public record. 

LeesvJlle, Louisiana April 24, 1997 


