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Parish of Ascension May 9, 1997 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Goverm~;,m Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the provisions t,I Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governmcm ~" Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obt~d~ reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of materkd misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing, the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit and the reports of other auditors provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, based upon our audit and the reports of other auditors, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present faMy, in all material respects, the financial position of the PARISH OF ASCENSION as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations and the cash flows of its proprietary Iiand types for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Also, in our opinion, the combining, individual fund, and accounl group finan~cial statements referred to above, present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of each of the individual funds and account groups of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, at December 31, 1996, and the results of operations of such funds and the cash flows of the individual proprietar) 1trod type:; for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Governmental Auditing Standards, we have also issued reports dated Ma~. 9. 1997, on our consideration of the Parish of Ascen,don's internal control structure and on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
Accountants 



 
PARIStl OF ASCENSION ALL FUND TYPES, ACCOUNT GROUPS AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNITS 

ASSE1 S Cash and cash equi~ alcnts Investments Accounts receivable, net Due from other 8oxernmems Due from Other funds lnventol3. Restricted assets Other assets Prepaid insurance Fixed assets Amount available in debt service funds Amount to bc provided for retirement of general Iont~-teml debt 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET December 3 l, 1996 Governmental Fund T 
l.O00 $ 915.607 232.497 160.905 
500 

Special Revenue 1,674.213 5,115.694 5,585.469 410,796 1.225.059 
42.273 

Debt Service 83.869 3.011.570 214.879 290.885 
Capital Pro)~(l~ 

LIABILITIES Accounts pa)ablc and accrued liabilities Contracts pa~ able Accr0ed expenses and benefits pa~able ( ontribution to retirement system Due to other goverllmenls Due to other funds Due to taxin8 bodies Pa) able from restrictcd assets Unsettled deposits Claims reser,.e l ong-term payable 
FUND BALANCE lnvestmem in general fixed assets Contributed capital Customers Federal grants Eetained earnings Reserved - revenue bonds Reserved - replacements Unreserved ICund balance Reserved for inventor) Reserved for self-insurance Reserved for debt see. ice Designated - subsequenl year expenditures Undesignated 

393.034 $ 
27,652 59,384 383,473 

863.543 

206.545 240,421 

515.320 $ $ 
141.149 7.249 97.680 3,258.673 

1.735.884 8.304.798 

7,24Q 

3,389.985 203.969 

2(11 ?& 340 II', 

1.6q2 8IV 6.t, 1365g "lmal fund balance 446,966 20.040.682 3.593.954 8.30(, -17~ "I oral liabilhies and fund balances $ 1.310.509 $ 24.053.504 $ 3.601.203 $ 8 8M ?-II 
Notes on I xhibit A-8 are an integral part of this slatement 3 



Proprleta~ Fund "[~pe t idul:ia D Internal F und "h~e~___ Serqc~ A~enc, $ 81.158 $ 404.52 I 6.755 
274.212 

48.956 $ 

398.290 
447.246 

319.400 

.319,400 

$ 
Accountin~p~.__ General General Fixed Asset~ Lo~-_l.erm Debt 

3.593.954 

Totals (Memorandum Only) Componen Priman Governme.t Units $ 2.181.641 $ 26.410.295 6.723.985 643.293 3.784.578 
42.773 274.212 31.132.027 3.593.954 

8.410.381 5.368.992 4.073.338 224.490 212.448 413.029 0.834.671 227.696 2.898 0.797.811 

"1 olal, (Memor.~ndunl Onb ) Repo r u,]~ t ntit.~ -- I~ ~92.022 41 779.287 I( 707.323 867.783 ~' ~7.026 413,029 I(~ 834671 270469 277.110 4 i 929.838 593954 . 18.293.382 18.293.382 21.086 I ~ ~ 14 468 93.080.140 $ 50.586.840 $ I.~ ~ e.66 980 
$ $ 1.159.074 $ 11.370.253 $ 340.053 477.669 176.050 157.064 3.645.099 351.927 700.646 13.279 804.452 398.2911 21.887.336 271517 

12 ~29.327 340.053 477.669 176050 157.064 3 997.026 700646 13.279 1804.452 398.290 22 158853 477.669 21.887.336 28.240.635 14.512074 47 752 709 

1.319.400 
3.389.985 3.839.216 25.158.877 64.839.505 

3.594.640 55.715 221.500 21.766 7.121 26.130.847 1.026 737.652 

21.887.336 $ 93.080.140 $ 50.586840 $ I 

55315 221500 21.766 7.121 2v450247 1.026 737.652 3389985 3839.216 atb463376 914.27 4; 666980 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL, SPECIAL REVENUE, DEBT SERVICE AND CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND TYPES 

COMBINEI) STATEMENT OF RFVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHAN(;ES IN FUND BALANCES - BUDGE1" (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 1 axes Licenses and pemlitS Intergovenlmental ChaTges for services lines and forfeitures Miscellaneous 
EXPENDITt "RES General government Public safeD Public v, orks Health and v~elfare Cuhur~ and recreation Inlergo~cmmemal Debt ser', ice Capital prcjects 
Excess [deficiency) of revenues over expenditures OTIIER FINANCING SOl'R( ES (I'SES Proceeds of refunding debt Operating transfers in Payment to refund debt escro~ agcnt Operating transfers out 1oral olher financing sources (uses 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 Snecial Revenue %atiance- favorable J unf~orahlet Variance - favorable Budge! Actual (unfa, orable) .____Budge! __ 844,000 $ 931.580 $ 1,109.900 1.208.713 804.300 844,887 87.580 98.813 40.587 
982 982 

.642.030 76,500 49.000 697.091 77305 59.422 531.712 
X9104 ~ 061 1.2(15 10422 

2.097.162 227.962 
3.015.865 350.720 481.600 31.600 
2.990.651 364.733 466.382 27.361 

25,214 14,013 15,218 4.239 (7.500 
364.880 1.298.205 7.266.540 1.699.670 3.245.828 46.0(10 
366.647 1.129.725 6,695,361 1.639.378 2.283.142 43.700 30.000 

( 1,767 168,480 5"1,17~ 60,292 91~2,686 2,300 t~9.000 
251.120 614.852 

1.898.900 1,898.900 (851.142~____(872.994) -- (21.852) 047,758 1.025.906 (21,8521 __.~s3) (8.192,056) _ _ Excess of revenues o~er expenditures and other sources (uses) I62.827) 166,441 $ 229,268 $ 405,370 3.422,796 $ a ('1"7,426 FI'ND BALANCE Beginning of )car Residual cquit) transfer from Criminal Courl Fund 
279.747 
778 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 7 

6.617.886 



$ 192.000 $ Actua 
Variance - fasorable (unfavorable) __ Bud~t_ 

9,100 9.225 184,200 182.723 ( IT47 7) 325.1 O0 516.477 
7.225 7.2.19 

22.78 525.702 

Variance - favorable (unfasora~ $ 
125 91.377 91.502 

6.602,960 6,269,617 333.343 3.386685 3.713.650 (326.965) 7.80"1.090 7,403.495 403.595 
12.415.000 3.471325 3.471.270 (12.491.5681 ~617.1001 __~.6t 5,0:~1 2.854.225 
12.415.000 (55) (12,491,568) 2.o61 

595.097 
3.895.270 4.221.919 326.649 

2 "?.79.66_.}_ (74.562) 3.895.270 4.221.919 326.649 
4.128.960 

Ixhibit A-2 



 
Lxlfibit A-3 PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNITS 

COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES AND CHANGES IN RETAINED EARNINGS 

OPERATING REVENUES Charges for services Palienl re,*enue, net Insurance premiums | nter,:st, net Miscellaneous Total operating revenues OPERATING EXPENSES Cosl of v,a~er Depreciation Maintenance Professional services Management fees Insurance premiums Insurance claims Bztd debts Misc,:llaneous 
Total operating expenses Operating income 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

NONOPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES} Operating transfers in "1 axes Asse~sments Interest Grams Miscellaneous Othel Debt service Net nonoperatinf.' rcvenucs (expenses Net income (Loss) RFTAINED EARNING Beginning of ),car End of )'ear 

]nterna Service $ 638.220 93.881 
732,10 

272.622 252,223 
580.749 51.352 
25.000 

25.000 

Totals Component (Memorandum On Units 1996 252.84l 8.713,419 
06.473 
100.754 764.393 39,235 9.449 45.028 
24.721 14.573 30.481.945 31.480.098 

252.841 8.713419 638.22,~ 93.881 10647~ 9.8(1483-1 
100.75-1 764.393 39.235 65.353 45.028 272622 252.22~ 24.721 14.573 30.481.94 ~ 

__~_12.407.365~ (12,25601~ 
685.831 36.715 1,011,876 488.527 (I.030) 8.500 2.2LLZ~ 

76.352 ( 0,179.157) (10.002.805 
43.048 3.6,338,891 319.400 $ 26.159334 $ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pan of this statement 9 



Exhibi' g-I PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL PROPRIETARY FUND TYPES AND DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNI]S COMBINED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 
For the 3.ear ended l)ccembet 31, 1996 

(?ASH FLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES Net income A d:,us'ffnents of net ince, me: Depreciation Loss on disposition of assets Pro\'ision for bad debts Change in operating, assets and liabilities Accounts receivable Restricted assets Prepaid insurmmc Assessments receivable and related interest Other assets ]nventoD Accounts payaLle ~rod accrued liabilities Due to other funds l'ayables from TesUfcted assets Bond interest payable Deferred revenues Net cash provided by (used by) operating activities 

Internal Sel'~ ice Component Units Totals 1996 176,352 $ (10,179,157) $ (10.002.8(~5 
(6,506) (1,419) 
14.006 

764,546 (6,234) 696,335 764,54(, (6,2~4 696.~5 17,251.045 (2.298,1Mb (I,854~ 6,0a4 75.742 36.458 (2.986.6921 (6.5011 655 (1,32(,) (36,715) 
82,433 4.308.101 4.490.5M 

CASH FLOW FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES Decrease in investments (343.245) (6.764,872) (7.108.1171 CASH FLOWS FROM CAPITAL AND RELATED FINANCING ACTIVITIES Acquisition of capital asse~s Payment on long term debt Cash from sale of capital assets Capital corltributcd b) customers Net cash used lbr capital and related flnancin8 activities Decrease in cash 
CAStl Beginning of period End of period 

(388,122) (40,834) 2.100 6.60(} 
(388.122 (40.g~4 2.1(1( 6.60( 

(420.256) (420.2561 (160,812) (2,877,027) 
241,970 5,626.217 5.86g.)87 81.158 $ 2.749.19(I $ 2.830.M'~ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 10 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNITS 

ASSEI'S Cash arm cash equivalents Investments Accounts receivable, net Due from other governments Due from Other funds Inventor' Rcslriclcd assets Olher assets Prepaid insurance Fixed assets Amount to be provided for retirement of compensated absences 
LEABILITIES Accounts payable and accrued liabilities Due to other funds Due to taxing bodies Payable from restricted assets Unsettled deposils Long - term payable 
FUND BALANCE Investment in general fixed assets Contributed capital Customers Federal grants Retained earnings Reserved - revenue bonds Reserved - replacements Unreser,'ed Fund balance Reserved for inventor) Reserved for self- insurance Undesignated Total fund balance 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET December 31. 1996 Indngent District Clerk Parish Defender Attorney (2) _She_r_!~_ of Court 4~ Asses~.or_i~ Court 4/~ Board (I) $ 65.576 93,133 1,694 76,641 
134 91.972 

$ 3.600,055 $ 327,085 
1,026 802.887 
2.754,280 

,307,770 .300.000 103.218 
450,942 21.086 

$ 563.337 $ 85,603 $ 4t).8~t, 10,406 1,924 55.353 12.402 31.g~4 
91,613 40.675 

$ 429.150 $ 7.485.333 $ 3.395.464 $ 720.709 
$ 96,458 

96.458 
91.972 

40.720 332.692 Total liabilities and fund balances $ 429.150 (I) For the year ended December 31, 1994 (2) For the year ended December 31, 1995 (3) For the year ended March 3 I. 1996 (4) For the .','ear ended June 30. 1996 (5) For the year ended August 31. 1996 

$ 152,091 700.646 
2~0.43__A~ 
$ 8,245 212,448 
1.804.452 21.086 
$ 16.020 $ 

1.033,168 2,046.231 16.020 
2.754,280 450,942 

1.026 737,652 2.959.207 898.29 6.452.165 $ 3.395,464 

91.613 

613.076 704.689 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement II 

622 $ 6( 

40.675 

99.307 39.982 $ 140.604 $ 72 ~4 



Crimina Court Civic Center East CommunitatJon Ascension 
- $ 5 $ 36,761 6.702 459.795 31.632 43.240 5,000 

65.158 
$ 49.942 $ 5.(105 
$ 24.387 $ 1.553 24.778 3.504 
49.165 

777 777 $ 49.942 

5.057 

_~_22. 

Hospital(~_3 $ 2,247.308 9,000.000 2,752.689 
293.080 9,982,863 156,960 5.930,674 

~Vest Ascension 
$ 263.448 4.493,5:!8 806,957 
118.923 69.395 75?363 

Waterworks District __no. 2 (2)_ Waterworks District Sewerage District No. 6 Tota Is $ 195.002 $ 4.630 $ 15.834 17,568 14.957 5,208 
11,801 31,254 5.866 1.207 1,070 1,828 213,336 71.503 229,895 

$ 6,510.014 $ 438.777 
45 $ 10,584.617 $ 452.722 $ 9.229 $ 7,750 $ 

65.158 

592.20 $ 593.346 

0.584.617 

9.778.957 
9.778.957 

452,722 

6,057.292 
~:o57_,39_! $ 6.510,014 

0.044 
9.273 
35.685 175.500 
208.319 

3.235 70.0011 80.985 
20,030 46.000 21.766 7,121 (50,523) 

8.804 1,197 
120.001 

136.802 

$ 8.410.381 15.368.997 4,073.33~ 22449~: 212,44~ 413,(12~,, 10.834.67 I 227,69~, 2.8~; 10.797.811 21.08!, 

55.715 221.50( 21.7t,~ 7,171 26.130.8.~ 7 1.076 737.652 5.30-t4c~9 44.394 136.802 36.074.7t.~ $ 125.379 $ 256,803 $ 50.58681 



 

PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE COMPONENT UNITS 

REVENUES Incer~ove~menlal Chat~!es for services Fines and forfcilures Miscellaneous 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CtIANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

EXPENDITURES OtheT General gox ernmenl Judicia~ -Parish Coutl Judicial - Dislricl Attornc3 Judicial - Clerk of Cm)rl Sheriff Culture and recreation 
Excess (deficiency) of re~ enues ever expenditures OTtlEI:I FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transft, rs in General Fund Recreation Fund 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and o her sources(uses FUND BALANCE Beginning of year Residual equity ,,ransfer t ~ Genera Fund End of year (I) For the ),ear ended December 3 I. 1994 (2) For the year ended December 31. 1995 (3) For 1:he year ended March 31, 1996 (4) For 1:he >'ear ended June 30. 1996 (5) [:or the 3'ear ended August 31. 1996 

For the ),ear ended December 3 I, 1996 
Dislrir! Clerk Att~rne.YJ.~L_ ~~ o fCo.url (4} Assessor~2j 
$ 4,343.317 450.012 670.957 411.216 1.663.869 8.024 294.962 869.:!52 

813,776 
813.776 
55,476 

55.476 
~;5.244 

6.973.105 
- $ 577.219 18.299 
81 7~ 
590 01 ) 1,595.518 671.7q9 
56LI~ 

1,353,230 7,010.923 
7,~10.923 1.35~.230 561:1f 
(37.8182 242.288 I I 0.62u 

(37.818) 242.288 110.62u 
3.735.703 

40.720 $ 3,697.885 
656,003 50244" 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an inlegral pan of this statement 13 



 

Indigent Parish Defender Court (4) Board .(/~___ 
- $ 27.105 277 27.382 
97,320 
97.32(I 
30.062 

Crimina Court 
- $ $ 
317,729 288.191 13.414 317.729 
269.816 

269.816 
47.913 

301.605 
381.997 

Civic Center Communication District (2) 
- $ - $ 9,809 5.000 215,367 20,226 

Totals 
4,343.317 1.202,755 4.004.585 605,920 950.215 4.809 235,593 11.106,792 

20,850 
56,613 

20.850 156.613 
(80.3922 ___- (6,041) 
58.000 5.000 58.000 5,000 

156.613 1.212.983 97.32(I 813,776 1,353.230 7,010,923 20.850 0.665.695 
78.980 441.097 

58.000 5.000 63.000 
30.062 47.913 (22.392) (I,041 ) 78,980 504.097 

$ 
8,217 23.947 (778_/ _ 66.130 $ 777 

Exbibil A-6 

989. 448.063 5.539,858 (778) 527.0,1~ $ 6.043.177 



 
_/.:hibJl A-7 PARISH OF ASCENSION ALL DISCRETELY PRESENTED PROPRIETARY FUND TYPE COMPONENT UNI]S 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF' REVFNUES, EXPENSES AND CIIANGES 1N RETA1NF, D EARNINGS 

OPERATING; REVENUES Charges for services Patient revenue, net Miscellaneous 
OPERATING EXPENSES Cost of ~ater Depreciation Maimenance Professional ser~ ices Management fees Bad debls Miscellaneous Hospitals "1 oral operating expenses Operating income (loss) NONOPERATING REVENUES (EXPENSES) 1axes Assessments Interest Grants Misce/Mneous Other Debt service Net nonopcrating revenues (expenses) Net income transferred to retained earnings RETAINED EARNING Beginning ofyear End ofyear (I) For the year ended December 31.1994 (2) For the year ended December 3 I. 1995 (3) For the year ended March 31, 1996 (4) For the year ended June 30, 1996 (5) For the ),ear ended August 31, 1996 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 East Ascension Hospital {3)_ West Ascension Waterworks District No. 2 {2) Waterworks District No. 4{5_L_ Sewerage District No. 6 $ $ 122.483 $ 92.554 $ 37,804 $ 252,811 5,557.789 3.155.630 18.713.419 106.473 - 101,:~~ 3 5.664.262 

26.810.945 

3.155,630 122.483 92.554 37.804 19.0~2 ":.3 

(11,768.961J ___~Q5:_,4_1_12 
2.935 790.434 387.813 
81.182 

682,89(, 216.530 100.714 
1.000,140 

50.101 7,410 12,488 6,294 32,105 1,005 6.391 
5.794 6.689 
3,744 79 

50.653 3,863 7.090 3,155 12,923 6.020 
8.850 
(3.630) 259 

20.801 19.657 
23,716 2.162 
66.336 

100v54 "64 ~93 39.2a5 9.449 45028 24.721 14 ~73 3l).481945 

36.715 4.798 1.368 8.500 (2.211) 
46.434 

~,85 8a 1 36715 1.011876 488 527 I 030I 8 ~,t)O 

(10,587,779) 374.729 10,512 5,479 17.902 (10.17t~ 157 
30.366.736 5.682.563 197.807 $ 19.778.957 $ 208.319 (27~ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 15 

$ 136,802 $ 2t, 15~ "Z4 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

STATEMENT PRESENTATION 

Exhibit A-8 

The Ascension Parish Council (the Council) is the governing authority for Ascension Parish (the Parish) and is a political subdivision oflhe State of Louisiana. The Council, undct the provisions of the Ascension Parish ttome Rule Charter, which was effective January 1, 1~94. enacts ordinances, sets policy and establishes programs in such fieMs as social wclfmc. transportation, drainage, punic safety, and health services. The accompanying financial statements conform, except where otherwise noted, to genemll) accepted accounting principles (GAAP) applicable to government units. REPORTING ENTITY The financial reporting entity consists of (1) *,he primary government (all funds undc~ the auspices of the Parish President and the Parish of Ascension), (2) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (3) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such thai exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading, or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14, the Financial Reporting Entity, established criteria for determining which component units should bc considered part of the Parish of Ascension for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria are as follows: Le~,al status of the potential component unit including the right to incur its ov,'n debt levy its own taxes and charges, expropriate property in its own name, sue and be sued and the right to buy, sell and lease property in its own name. o Whether the Parish governing authority (Ascension Parish Council and/or Parish President) appoints a majority of board members of the potential component unit. o Fiscal interdependency between the Parish and the potential component unit o Imposition of will by the Parish on the potential component unit o Financial benefit/burden relationship between the Parish and the potential componen unit. 
Based on the previous criteria, Ascension Parish management has included the followint: component units in the financial reporting entity. 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUH)) REPORTING FNT1TY (CONTINUt'I)) 
Blended Component Units The following component units are reported as part of the primary government in the Gencr Purpose Financial Statements of the Parish of Ascension. East and West Ascension Drainage Districts No. 1 
The East and West Ascension Drainage Districts provide maintenance, improvements, and repairs to the gravity drainage systems in their respective parts of the Parish. Financin[., is provided primarily by ad valorem taxes, slate revenue sharing, funds, and dedicated sales taxes. The fiscal year for the Districts is the calendar year. 
Health Unit The Health Unit operates the Parish Health Unit. Financing is provided primarily b~ ad valorern taxes and state revenue sharing. The fiscal year for the Health Unit is the calcndm year. 
Mental Health Center The Mental Ilealth Center provides that portion of the operations of the Parish mental health center not provided by the Department of Health and Human Resources, Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse. Financing is provided by ad valorem taxes and stale revenue sharing. The fiscal year for the Center is the calendar year. Fire Protection District No. I 
The Fire Protection District No. 1 offers maintenance and operation of a fire protection system consisting of 8 fire service units: Modeste Volunteer, Geismar Volunwer, Prairieville, Fifth District, St. Amant, Sorrento, Seventh District Volunteer and GonTalcs Financing is provided by sales and use tax funds which are distributed among the service units. The fiscal year for the District is the calendar year. 
Recreation Commission 
Thc Recreation Commission provides recreational activities for the Parish "lhc Commission is funded primarily by an annual budgetary dedication of six and two-thirds percent of the one-percent parish wide sales tax. The fiscal year for the Commission is the calendar year, 



Exhibit A-8 
NOTE I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) Blended Component Units (Continued) Tourist Center 

The Center promotes on local tourism. The Tourist Center collects sales taxes on the roox~ rentals of hotels and motels. The fiscal year for the Center is the calendar year. Ascension Parish Library 
The Library provides citizens of the Parish access to library materials, books, maf.azmcs. records, and films. It is used to account for the collection of a parish-wide ad valorcm ta~ dedicated to the maintenance of the library system. The fiscal year for the Librar) is lhc calendar year. 
Discrete Component Units The majority of funding for the following state constitutionally defined parish officials is included in the Parish general fiand. These officials, however, have certain statutotil~ defined sources of funds for their own operating and/or capital budget discretion. "lhese funds have been discretely presented in the Parish General Purpose Financial Report. District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District (for the year ended December 3 1995) Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (for the year endcd December 3 1995) The following agencies are also reported in the component units columns of the Genera Purpose Financial Stalements: Ascension Parish Sheriff The Sheriff is an elected official as provided for in the State Constitution. The Sheriff of Ascension Parish is a legally separate entity. The Parish provides funding for the Shcrift's facilities and equipment including the correctional institution (Ascension Parish Prisonl The Sheriff,; financial statements for the year ended June 3(I, 1996, are included in this report. Ascension Parish Clerk of Court 



Exhibil A-S Continued NOTE: 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUE1)) Ascension Parish Assessor 
The Parish Assessor is an elected official provided for by the l,ouisiana State Constitution Tile Assessor is a legally separate entity that levies its own property tax. t:iscal interdependency exists between the Parish and the Assessor only in the sense tha~ the Parish is required by state statute to provide the Assessor office facilities. The Assessor's financial statements for the year ended December 31, 1995, are presented in this report Ascension Parish Communication District Tile Comnmnication District is a legally separate entity. The Parish appoints all membcr~ to the District's Board of Commissioners. The District's financial statements for the 5ear ended December 31, 1995, are presented in this report. Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension Judicial Expense Fund The Parish Court for the Parish of Ascension Judicial Expense Fund is a legally separate entity established under state statutes. The Parish Court's financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1996, are presented in this report. Sewerage District No. 6 of Ascension Parish The Sewerage District is a legally separate entity. The Parish has entered into a joint service agreement with the District for its operations. Additionally, while not legalb obligated for funding the District's long-term debt, the Parish has advanced funds tot serving the debt issued by the District; therefore, the District has recorded amounts duc to the Parish. Related Organ~ations 

East Ascension Hospital Service District Wesl Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 
March 31, 1996 August 31, 1996 December 31, 1995 August 31, 1996 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUEI)) REPORTING ENTITY (CONTINUED) ('omplete financial statements of the Parish component units can be obtained at the Of f i( ~ of the I.egislativc Auditor of the State of Louisiana, 1600 North Third Street, P. O. Box 94!)37. Balon Rouge, LA 70804-9397 or at the following administrative offices: District Attorney P. O. Box 279 Napoleonville, LA 70390 Ascension Parish Sheriff P. O. Box 268 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 Ascension Parish Clerk of Court P. O. 192 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 Ascension Parish Assessor P. O. Box 544 Donaldsonville. LA 70346 Ascension Parish Court P. O. Box 1910 Gonzales, LA 70737 Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender 828 South Irma Blvd. Gonzales, LA 70737 Ascension Parish Communication District P. O. Bo~: 1000 Gonzales, LA 70707 East Ascension Hospital Service District 615 East Worth R. Gonzales, LA 70737 West Ascension Hospital Service District t'. O. Box 186 Donaldsonville, LA 70346 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 P. O. Box 6 White Castle, LA 70788 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 P. O. Box 6 White Castle, LA 70788 
20 



Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF' SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUE1)) FUND ACCOUNTING 
3he accounts of the Parish are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each ol which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accoumcd for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, equity. revenues and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon "the purpose for which they arc u, bc expended and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds arid account groups of the primary government presented in the financial statements are described as follows: 
Governmental Fund Types Governmental funds are those through which most governmental functions of the Parish arc financed. ]"he acquisition, use, and balances of expendable financial resources and related liabilities of the Parish are accounted for through governmental funds. Measurement is focused upon determining changes in financial position, rather than net income, qhc following are the governmental fund types of the Parish: 
General Fund - The general fund is the general operating fund of the Parish. It is used tc account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another ftmd Special Revenue Funds - Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. Additionally, the general fund of each component unit is reporled as a special revenue fund. 
Debt Service Funds - Debt service funds are used to account for the accumulation of resources for, and the payment of, general long-terna debt principal, interest and related costs. Capital Projects' Funds - Capital projects funds are used to account for financial resources to be used for thc acquisition or construction of major capital facilities (other than those financed by Proprietary Funds). Proprietary Fund Types Enterprise Funds - Enterprise funds aJe used to account for operations (l) that are financed and operated in a manner similar to private business enterprises - where the intent of thc governing body is that the costs and expenses, including depreciation, of providing goods ol services to the general public on a continuing basis be financed or recovered primaril~ through user charges; or (2) where the governing body has decided that periodic determination of revenues earned, expenses incurred, and/or net income is appropriate lot capital maintenance, public policy, management control, accountability, or other purposes 
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Exhibit A-~ Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUEI)) FUND ACCOUNTING (CONTINUEI)) 
Internal Service Funds - Internal Service funds are used to account for the financing, of goods and services provided by one departmenl or agency to other departments or a,gcl,cic> of the government and to other govenmaent units, on a cost reimbursement basis. 
The proprietary fund type consists of a partial self-insurance program as an internal servic( fund. 
Fiduciar), Fund Types - Fiduciary fund types are used to account for assets held b3 the Parish in a trustee capacity or as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other govenunents az~d/or other funds. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 
Ageno' Funds- The Parish's Agency Fund relates to assets held and obligation under participation in a deferred compensation plan. 
Account Groups Account groups are used to establish accounting control and accountability for the Parish's fixed assets and general long-term debt. The following are the account groups of the Parish: General Fixed Assets Account Group - This group of accounts represents a summary of lhc fixed assets of the Parish. Capital expenditures are recorded as expenditures in the governmental thnd types at the time of purchase and are subsequently recorded, at cost. for control purposes, in the general fixed assets account group. In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles for governmental entilies depreciation is not recorded on general fixed assets. General Long-Term Debt Account Group - This group of accounts represents a summary of the long-term debt of the Parish. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers lo when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 
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Exhibil A-8 Continued NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUEI)) BASIS OF ACCOUNTING (CONTINUED) Governmental funds are accounted :for using the modified accrual basis of accountiW wherein revenues are recognized in the accounting period in which they become availablc and measurable. Expenditures are recognized in the accounting period in which the liabili~x is incurred, if measurable, except for unrnatured interest on general long-term debt which iF recognized when due. The modified accrual basis of accounting as applied to the major sources of revenue is as follows: Ad valorem taxes and the related state revenue sharing (which is based on populatio:~ arid homesteads in the Parish) are recorded in the year the taxes are assessed. Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November 15th of each year. aT~d become delinquent after December 31st. The taxes are generally collected in Decembc~ of the current year and January and February of the following year. Sales taxes are recorded when in the possession of the intermediary collecting agent and arc recognized as revenue at that time. Federal and slate aid and grants are recorded as revenue when the Parish is entitled to the funds, generally corresponding to when grant related costs are incurred by the Parish. lnlerest income on investments is recorded when investments mature and income is recei red 

Proprietary funds are accounted for using the accrual basis of accounting wherein rcvenues are recognized in the accounting period in which they are earned and become measurable and expenses are recognized in the period incurred, if measurable. 
BUDGET POLICY AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING 
The ttorne Rule Charter for the Parish outlines procedures for adopting a budge1 for funds of the primary government. 1. No later than seventy five days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year. the President is to submit detailed operating and capital budgets for all funds. "1 hc budgels submitted are to be balanced. 
2. The Parish Council may amend the budget, except that the debt sen,ice shall i~oI be reduced below the amount necessary to service the debt nor shall a fund deficit bc created. 
3. The Parish Council shall publish the budget summary at least ten days prior 1( conducting a public hearing. 
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Exhibit A-8 Continued 
NOT[; 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUEI)) BUDGET POLICY AND BUDGETARY ACCOUNTING (CONTINUEI)) 

4. The Parish Council is to adopt the budget not less than thirty days before the comnaencement of the applicable fiscal )'ear. 
5. Once adopted, the President is able to transfer pan or all of any appropriation within a deparm~ent of a fund; however, the authority for other budget amendments resides with the Parish Council. Tile budgets arc to be prepared consistent with the accounting method used for the applicable fund. AI the end of each fiscal year, unexpended appropriations automatically lapse. The portion of' unreserved fund balance of individual funds designated for subsequent year's expenditures represents the extent to which the fund balance is used to balance the subsequent year's operating budget of that fund, as reflected in the legally adopted budgct. CASH, CASH EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTMENTS Cash and cash equivalents for the primary government includes the payroll cash account, HUD Section 8 cash account, cash fm building permits, cash for Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 and each individual fund's share of the consolidated cash account. A consolidated bank account has been established for the primary government into which substantially all monies are deposited and from which most disbursements are madc. In addition,~ investment purchases are cb~u'ged and maturities are deposited to the consolidalcd bank account. The purpose of the consolidation of bank accounts was to provide administra- tive efficiency and to maximize investment earnings. The accounts entitled "Cash and ('ash Equivalents" and "Investments" are therefore composed of a fund's pro rata share of the cash bal,'mce in the consolidated cash account plus its pro rata share of investments made through the investment of excess cash. Each fund shares in the investment earnings according m its average cash, cash equivalent, and investments balance, prorated among funds. The investment policies of the Parish ate governed by state statutes and an adopted Council Investment Policy that includes depository and custodial contract provisions. Undel the provisions of the Parish's investment policy, the Parish Treasurer is authorized to invcst Parish funds in accordance with L.R.S. 39:1211-1245 and 33:2955 which include, but arc not limited to, United States Treasury Bonds, Treasury Notes, Treasury Bills, and fully collateralized interest bearing checking accounts and certificates of deposit. Other invesnncnt policy provisions require depositories to insure or collateraliz~e all deposits in accordancc with state law and require securities collateralizing deposits to be held by an independent third party with whom the Parish has a custodial agreement. Investment policies of the I'arish discrete component units can be found in the individual component unit audit reports. 
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Exhibit .3-~ Continued NOTF 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) CASII, CASIt EQUIVALENTS, AND INVESTMENTS (CONTINUED) For purposes of the Statement of Cash Flows, cash equivalents for each fund include dematJd deposit account balances, and certificates of deposit and U.S. government securities x~ith original maturities of three months or less. Cash equivalent policies of the Parish's distr,,to component units can be found in tile individual component unit audit reports. Investments, which include time certificates of deposit and U.S. government securities with original maturities in excess of three months, are stated at the lower of cost or market. SHORT-TERM INTERFUND RECEIVABLES/PAYABLES 

INVENTORIES 
transactions occur between individual funds. as due from other funds or due to other ]unds participation in the consolidated cash account 

In the primary ~overnment's governmental fund types, inventories of supplies are recorded as expenditures at the time of purchase. BAD DEBTS 
FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) of the primary government are accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, and are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types when purchased, All fixed assets have been valued at cost. Fixed assets consisting of improvements (other than buildings), such as roads, curbs and gutters, streets and sidewalks, drainage systems, and lighting systems, have not bccn capitalized. Such assets are normally immovable and of value only to the Parish. Thcrcforc, the purpose of' stewardship for such capital expenditures is satisfied without recording these 
No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets, nor has interest been capitalized 



Exhibit A-g Contirmcd NOTE 1- S[]MMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUEI)) LONG-TERM DEBT Long-term liabilities that are financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the Gcncral Long-Term Debt Account Group. 
Sales tax revenue bonds are secured by sales tax revenues. Payment of such debt is provided by sales tax revenue transferred to the appropriate debt service fund. 
General obligation bonds are repaid from property taxes. These property taxes arc shox~n as revenues in each general obligation bond debt service fund. RESERVES AND DESIGNATIONS OF EQUITY Some portions of fund balance and/or retained earnings are reserved to indicate that a portion of equity is legally restricted to a specitic future use and is not available for appropriation or expenditure. Designated portions of fund balance indicate tentative future spending plans, which ma.v be changed and are subject to subsequent authorization before expenditures can be made. However, some designations have been legally authorized, such as the following: (a) "Designated for subsequent years' expenditures" is that portion of fund balance which has been earmarked to fund the following years' budgets, and (b) other designations are made for specific indicated purposes included in the title. 
TRANSFERS Advances between funds which are not expected to be repaid are accounted for as transters In those cases where repayment is expected, the advances are accounted for through the various interfund accounts. VACATION AND SICK LEAVE 
Employees of the primary government accrue twelve days of sick leave per year and ten to fifteen days of vacation leave per year depending on length of service. Sick leave may be accumulaled up to sixty days, while vacalion leave may not exceed thirty days at any' one time. Upon resignation or retirement, unused accumulated vacation leave is paid to the employee at the employee's current rate of pay. Upon death, unused vacation leave of up it, thirty days is paid to the employee's heirs. Unused sick leave lapses. Details of the compensated absences liability for the Parish's discrete component units can be found in the separately issued financial statements of each componen! unit. 
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Exhibit A-8 Continued NOTE 1- SUMMARY OF SIGN1FICANT ACCOUNTING POL1CIES (CONTINUED) 
INSURANCE The primary government is partially self-insured for automobile, general, products and property liability claims on the first $30,000 per occurrence, not to exceed $95,000 in the aggregate. The Parish is also partially self-insured for all worker's compensation claims on the first $200,000 per occurrence, not to exceed $1,000,000 in the aggregate for a two yca~ period. Reinsurance for losses in excess of self-insured amounts is carried by the Parish of Ascension. Estimated losses on claims are charged to expense in the period in which the loss is estimable. ]-he Parish of Ascension utilizes an internal service fund to account foJ the transactions related to these self-insurance programs. TOTAL COLUMNS ON COMBINED STATFMENTS 
Total columns on the combined statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. ]ntertund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. NOTE 2 - CASll, CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS The Parish maintains a consolidated cash management pool that is available for use by all funds except Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 special revenue fund and debt service funds Each fund type's portion of the consolidated cash pool and the account balance of each fm~d type with a separate bank account are displayed on the combined balance sheet as "Cash and Cash Yquivalents" or "Investments." Delmsits At December 31, 1996, the carrying amount of the Parish's deposits was $2,177,499 and the bank balance was $2,616,470. The bard~ balance was secured by federal depository insurance and collateral held by the Parish's independent third parly agent in the Parish's name. 
Certificates of deposit with an original maturity of 90 days or more totaling $4,200,000 arc classified on the combined balance sheet as "Investments". 
The Parish's bank balance of deposits at December 31, 1996, is fully insured or collateralized with securities; held by the Parish or its agent in the Parish's name. 
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NOTE :2 - CASH, CASIt EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 
Exhibit A-8 Continued 

Investments The Parish's investments are insured, registered or held in safekeeping by the Parish's agent in tile Parish's name. At December 31, 1996, the investments are comprised of: 
U.S. Treasury Bills U. S. Treasury Notes Investment in Deferred Compensation Plan 

Fair Market Cost Value $ 18,356,783 3,375,843 477,669 $ 18,704,342 3,278,830 477,669 $ 22,210,295 $ 22,460,841 Cash, (;ash Equivalents and Investments Summary The following is a reconciliation of the carrying amount of deposits and investments to "Cash and Cash Equivalents" and "Investments" for the Primary Government on the combined balance sheet. Cash and cash equivalents Deposits Cash on hand Total cash and cash equivalents Investments; Deposits Investments Total investments Total 

2,177,499 4,142 2,181,641 
4,200,000 22,210,295 26,410,295 $ 28,591.936 

NOTE 3 - ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS Accounts receivable at December 31, 1996, were as follows Primary Government Ad valorem taxes Sales and use taxes Other Total primar)' government 
$ 5,203,431 1,256,824 263,730 6,723,985 



Exhibit A-8 Conlinuccl NOTE 3 - ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTS (CONTINUEI)) Component Units Third-party payors Patient accounts receivable Fees. charges, and commissions Sales mad use tax Water fees Ad valorem Other Total component units 
Less allowance for doubtful accounts Total 

165,851 4,110.976 143,579 144,660 37,772 4,369 371,086 4,978,293 
11,702,278 (904,955) $ 10,797,323 Due from other governments at December 31, 1996, consists of the following: Primary Government State of Louisiana S~.a'te Revenue Sharing $ 481,743 Severance tax 53,216 Department of Health & Hospitals 14,510 Beer tax 5,478 F, mergency Preparedness 7,357 Video Poker 56,669 Substance Abuse 20.111 Other 4,209 Total primary government Component Units State revenue sharing Departrnenl of Social Services Fines and forfeitures Other Total component units Total 

Food Stamp Program 

643,293 
55,353 38,939 104,573 25,625 224,490 867,783 

The Food Stamp Program is operated by the Parish under an agreement with the State ol Louisiana Department of Social Sen, ices. Under this program, the Council is responsible for the issuance of food stamps to eligible participants in the Parish. The value of food stamps on hand, received, and issued is not recorded in the accompanying statements. 
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NOTE 4- AD VALOREM TAXES 
For the year ended December 31, 1996, taxes primary government with assessed valuations follows: 
Description 
General: Outside municipal limits Inside municipal limits East Ascension Drainage West Ascension Drainage Lighting Districts Health Unit Mental Health Unit Library Maintenance Library Sinking Fund Council on Aging 

Exhibit A-8 Continued 
of $5,242,742 were levied on property b~ the totaling $ 387,927,210 and were dedicated as 
Per $1,000 
2.86 2.86 5.03 5.35 1.00 - 5.21 2.00 .50 4.22 .70 1.50 

Information concerning ad valorem taxes for the Parish's discretely presented componen units can be found in the separately issued financial statements of each component unit. 
NOTE 5- RESTRICTED ASSETS Restricted assets of the discretely presented component units al December 31, 1996, weTc as follows: Cash and cash equivalents Investments Management fee receivable Due from operating accounts Assessments and accrued interest receivable 

Less allowance for doubtful accounts Total 

30 

$ 841,690 7,684,709 2,298,154 4,252 72,483 10,901,288 (66,617) $ 10,834,671 



NOTF 6 - FIXED ASSE'I'S 
Exhibit A-~ Continued 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets for the primao' government for the )'ear ended December 31, 1996, is as follows: 
Land and buildings Vehicles Field equipment Office equipment Library materials Construction in progress 

Beginning of Year $ 18,104,409 $ 3,407,139 4,197,776 2,027,224 1,945,310 266,144 

Net Additions 1,456,859 $ 337,695 (475,606) (71,551) 202,772 (266,144) 

End of Year 19,561,268 3,744,834 3,722,170 1,955,673 2.148.082 
$ 29,948.002 $ 1,184,025 $ 31,132.027 

A summary of changes in fixed assets for component units is as follows 
District Attorney Office equipment $ Ascension Parish Sheriff Equipment Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Building improvements Vehicles Office equipment Ascension Parish Assessor Vehicles Office equipment Ascension Parish Court Office equipment East Ascension Hospital Service District Land and building Equipment Vehicles West Ascension Hospital Service Districl Land and building Equipment Office equipment Construction in progress Ascension Parish Water Works District 2 Water System Ascension Parish Water Works District 4 Water System 

Balance Beginning of Year 191,972 $ 2,475,955 148,729 18,350 218,593 47,043 37,271 29,809 8,309,449 4,942.806 27.345 1,487,653 767,509 33,257 
368,572 154,536 

Net Additions (Deletions) $ 278,325 
381 64,889 4,188 3,111 10,866 56,027 279,756 
2,499 (3,993) 7,941 

Balance End of Year 191.972 2,754,280 148,729 18,731 283.482 51,231 40,382 40.675 8,365.476 5.222,562 27.345 1,490,152 763,516 33.257 7.94] 368,572! 154,536 



NOTE 6 - FIXEI) ASSETS (CONTINUED) 
Sewerage District No. 6 Sewer system Ascension Parish Communication District Building improvements Equipment 
Less accumulated depreciation: East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District 4 Sewerage District No. 6 

NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM DEBT 

416,039 45,040 20,118 $ 19,740,046 

DEBT OUTSTANDING - PRIMARY GOVERNMENT 

$ 703,990 

Exhibit A-g Continued 

416.(139 
45,04(I 20,118 20,444,036 
(7,684,709 (1,537,1(13 (155,236 (83,033 (186,144 $ 10,797,8 

The following is a summary of long-term debt transactions for the primary government for the year ended December 31, 1996: 
Public improvement General obligation Promissory notes Accrued vacation leave 

Beginning of Year Additions Deletions $ 21,515,0(10 1,180,000 122,5(10 192,557 
$ 12,415,000 $ 13,270,000 255,000 37,500 24,779 

End of Year $ 20,660,000 925,000 85,000 217,336 $ 23,010,057 $ 12,439,779 $13,562,500 $ 21,887,336 
Long-term debt obligations for the primary government at December 31, 1996, are comprised of the following individual issues: 
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NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM DEBT (CONT1NUEI)) DEBT OUTSTANDING - PRIMARY GOVERNMENT (CONTINUED) Public Improvement Bonds Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 and 2 

Exhibit A-8 Conlinucd 

$1,825,000 serial bonds dated September 1, 1987; due in one final installment of $75,000 in 1997; interest at 7.4%. See Note 8 $ 75,000 $1,810,000 public improvement sales lax refunding bonds dated August 1996; due in annual installments of $75,000 $230,000 through 2007; interest at 5.4% - 4.1%. See Note 8 
Total East Ascension Major Drainage Sales and Use Tax $5,000,000 Drainage serial bonds daled December 1, 1988 due in annual installments of $200,000 - $215,000 through 1998; interest at 7.3% - 7.2%. See Note 8 $1,110,000 Drainage serial bonds dated December I, 1989 due in annual installments of $45,000 - $50,000 through 1999; interest at 7.0% - 6.9%. See Note 8 

1,810,000 1,885,0(1(1 

415.00( 
140.00( $5,000,000 Drainage serial bonds dated February 1, 1990; due in annual installments of $190,000 - $220,000 through 1999; interest at 6.9% - 6.7%. See Note 8 615,0(1( $2,885,000 Drainage serial bonds dated June 1, 1993; due in annual installments of $95,000 - $130,000 through 2001; interest at 6.4% - 6.05%. See Note 8. $10,605,000 Drainage public improvement refunding bonds dated July 18, 1996; due in annual installments of $70,000 - $I ,230,000 through 201 l; interest at 5.55% - 3.6%. See Note 8 10,535.000 Total drainage sales and use tax bonds Sales Tax District No. 2 12,265~000 

$7,000,000 serial bonds dated February I, 1995; due in annual installments of $490,000 - $920,000 through 2005; interest at 9% - 5.6%. 6,5 IO~(~(_ Total public improvement bonds 
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NOTE 7- LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) General Obligation Bonds 
Exhibil A-8 Continued 

$2.200,000 Library District serial bonds dated July 1, 1977; clue in final installment of $195,000 in 1997; interest at 5.25%. 195,0(1( Certificate of lndebtednes~ $800,000 Council on Aging certificate of indebtedness; due in ammal installments of $70,000 - $110,000 through 2004; interest at 6%. 730,00 }0 Total general obligation debt Promissory Notes $6'7,500 non-interest bearing note due in annual installments of $7,500 through 2002. $70,000 non-interest bearing note due in annual installments of $30,000 through 1997 and $10,000 in 1998. Total promissory notes Accrued Vacation Leave Total long-i.erm debt Debt Sen, ice Requirements to Malurity 

925,000 
45,000 
40,000 85,000 

$ 21,887,33_6 
The annual requirements to amortize outstanding long-term debt of the primary government at December 3 l, 1996, including interest payments of $7,567,944 are as follows: 
Maturity 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002-2011 Totals 

Public: General Certificate Improvement Obligation of Promissory Bonds Bonds Indebtedness Notes $ 2,448,378 2,460,895 2,468,651 2,489,519 2,495,389 15,671,593 
$ 200,119 $ 116,550 $ 116,900 112,100 112,150 116,750 343,950 $ 28,034,425 $ 200.119 $ 918,400 $ 

37,50( 17,50( 7,50( 7.50( 7,50( 7.50( 



NOTE 7- LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) Debt Service Requirements to Maturity (Continued) 
Exhibil A-8 Continued 

Normally, debt issues are not retired prior to their maturity. For accounting purposes, interest coupons issued in connection wit]'l the sale of various bond issues betomc obligations/expenditures of the Parish only with the passage of time, and they represent fixed and determinable obligations which must be retired from future revenues. The followin~ table indicates unmatured interes! outstanding at December 31, 1996, and the anaounts v, hich can be presumed to he required in future years for retirement of both outstanding debts arid related interest of the general long-term debt group which will become due and payable oxer the remaining lives of the various debt issues: 

Public improvement bond General obligation bonds Certificate of indebtedness Promissory notes Accrued vacation leave 
Bond Restrictions 
Parish Sales "Fax Bonds 

Amount to be Provided for Unmatured General Long- Interest Term Debt Coupons Tota $ 17,369,273 $ 7,374,425 $ 24,743.698 
621,773 85,000 217,336 

193,519 815.?q? 85,(~00 217.33{, 
$ 18,293,382 $ 7,567,944 $ 25,861,32( 

Under the terms of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Improvement Salcs "I ax Bonds - Series 1987, 1995, and 1996, proceeds of the 1.5% parish sales and use tax arc pledged and dedicated for the establishment and maintenance of the following bond funds Public Improvement Sales Tax Bond - Series 1987, 1995 and Sales Tax Refunding Bond~ - Series 1996 - Sinking Fund to be used for the payment of the principal and interest on outstanding bonds as they become due and payable. Monthly payments are to be equal to the sum of one-sixth of interest falling due on the next interest payment date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on the next principal payment date. Public Improvement Sales Tat" Bond - Series 1987, 1995 and Sales Tax Refunding Bond Series 1996 - Reserve Fund to be used solely for the purpose of paying principal and i~terest on bonds payable from the Bond Sinking Fund, as to which there would otherx~isc be default. The sum of $961,484 has been deposited therein for this requirement. 
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NOTE 7 - LONG-TERM DEBT (CONTINUED) Bond Restrictions (Continued) Drainage Sales Tax Bonds - Series 1995 

Exhibit A-8 

Under the terms; of the indenture authorizing the issuance of Public Improvement (Drain:Jgc) Bonds - Series ST 1988, 1990, 1991, and 1993, proceeds of the 1/2% drainage sales and use tax are pledged and dedicated for the establishment and maintenance of the following ht, nd funds: 

A Public Improvement (Drainage) Bond - Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991 and 1993 and Public Improvement Refunding Bond - Series ST 1996 - Reserve Fund to be used sold> for the purpose of paying principal and interest on bonds payable from the Bond Sinking Fund, as to which there would otherwise be default. The stun of $1,364,705 has been deposited therein for this requirement. Certificate of Indebtedness - Series 1995 A Sinking Fund is used for the payment of principal and interest on indebtedness as the~ become due and payable. Monthly payments are equal to the sum of one-sixth of interest falling due on the next interest payment date and one-twelfth of principal falling due on the next principal payment date. Industrial Bond Issues The Long-Term Debt Account Group does not include Pollution Control Revenue Bonds. Industrial Revenue Bonds and Enviromnental Improvement Revenue Bonds issued undeT the authority of the Parish of Ascension. Obligations of the industrial districts are payable solel5 from the income derived from the industrial districts and do not bear the full faith and credit of the Parish. Long-Term Debt - Component Units A summary of long-term debt obligations for the Component units is as follows Ascension Parish Sheriff Compensated absences Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Compensated absences Ascension Parish Water Works District 4 Revenue bonds 
$ 180,431 21,086 70,000 $ 271,517 



NOTE 8- DEFFASED DEBT 
Exhibit A-8 

During the year ended December 31, 1996, the Parish issued two bonds to advance rcfm,d $11,595,000 of debt. The advance refunding occurred as follows: Public Improvement Sales Tax Bond - Series 1987 and 1989 On June 25, 1996, the Parish issued $1,810,000 in sales tax refunding bonds with intct~.st rates ranging between 4.1% and 5.4%. The Parish issued the bonds to advance rcfmbd $2,035,000 of the outstanding series 1987 and 1989 public improvement sales tax bonds with interest rates ranging between 6.5% and 12%. The Parish used the net proceeds with other resources to purchase U.S. government securities. These securities were deposited m a irrevocable trust to provide for all future debt service on the refunded portion of the 1987 and 1989 series bonds until the bonds are called on September 1, 1997. As a result, that portion of the 1987 and 1989 series bonds are considered defeased, and the Parish has removed the liability from its accounts. The outstanding principal of the defeased bonds is $1,290,000 at December 31,. 1996. Additionally, the unrefunded portion of the 1987 series bonds of $75,000 is reflected in the general Ion[g-term debt account group. East Ascension Major Drainage Sales and Use Tax Bonds - Series 1988, 1989, 1990 and 1991 On June 4, 1996, the Parish issued $10,605,000 in sales tax refunding bonds with interest rates ranging between 3.6% and 5.55%. The Parish issued the bonds to advance reftmd $9,560,000 of the outstanding series 1988, 1989, 1990 and 1991 drainage serial bonds x~ith interest rates ranging between 6.9% to 12%. The net proceeds from the issuance, with other resources, were used to purchase U.S, government securities. Those securities were deposited in an irrevocable trus~ wi~b an escrow agent to provide debt service until the serial bonds arc called fi'om December 1, 1998 to 2001. The portion of the series 1988, 1989. 1990 and 1991 drainage serial bonds is considered defeased, and the Parish has removed the liabilit) from its accounts. At December 31, 1996, the defeased bonds were $9,560,000. Also. the unrefunded portion of these bonds of $1,730,000 have been reflected in the general long- term debt account group. The advance refunding reduced total debt service payments by $928,761, which resultcd in an economic gain (difference between the present value of the debt service payments on the old and new debt) of $784,096, 
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NOTE 9 - DEDICATED REVENUE Parish Sales Tax - Primary Government 
Exhibit A-S Conlinucd 

The Parish has a one percent sales and use tax levied for the purpose of funding activities ot the Parish. The Council participates in centralized sales tax administration fo~ all governmental units of the Parish. The proceeds of the tax, after paying reasonable and necessary expenses of administration were dedicated by the Parish for 1996, as follows: I. Debl service for long-term debt issued for renovation and expansion of the Parish .iaiL and road construction and maintenance, 2. 6.67 percent to be used for recreation and recreational facilities, 3. Amounts determined through the budget process required by the General Fund for basic services, and 4. Excess sales tax revenues are dedicated to the Road and Bridge Fund for load construction and maintenance of roads. Parish Sales Tax - Primary Government 
Consistent with the voter approved dedication of the parish sales and use tax, transfers from the sales tax fund are being used to retire Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds, Series 1987. and 1996. See Note 7. Restricted Sales Tax In 1984, the voters of East Ascension Drainage District No. 1 approved a one-half oI one percent sales and use tax for the Drainage District. The proceeds of the sales tax are dedi- cated to drainage projects, to include the retirement of the Public Improvement (Drainage) Bonds - Series ST 1989, 1990, 1991, and 1993. See Note 7. In 1994, the voters of Ascension Parish approved a one-half of one percent sales and use lax dedicated to road maintenance and construction (2/3 of proceeds) and fire protection districts (1/3 of proceeds) to include the retirement of the Public Improvement Sales Tax Bonds, Series - 1995. See Note 7. 

NOTF 10 - PENSION PLAN Substantially all employees of the Parish are members of the State Parochial Employees' Reliremenl System of Louisiana and participate in the social security system. Under bott~ plans, contributions are based upon a prescribed percentage of compensation, and benefits are not guaranleed by the Parish. The employee and employer contribution rate for the parochial retirement system is 2~/0 and 1%, respectively, of taxable wages for each eligible employee. Social security contributions were approximately $290,000 for 1996 
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NOTE 10 - PENSION PLAN (CONTINUED) 
Exhibit A-~; Continued 

In addition, the State of Louisiana statutes require a portion (approximately $164,000) oI th~ Parish's ad valorem tax revenue to be deducted for various retirement systems, 
NOTE 11 - DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN 
The Parish offers its employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordance wflh lntemal Revenue Code Section 457. ]'he Plan is administered by the Public Employees Benefit Services Corporation (PEBSCO). The assets and liabilities held by PEBS('O arc reported at market value in the Deferred Compensation Agency Fund. The total amounl payable to plan participants is reported as deferred compensation payable. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death, or an unforeseeable emergency. All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased "Mth those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, properly, or rights are (until paid or made available to the employee other beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the Parish (without being restricted to the provisions of benefits under the plan), subject onl3 to the claims of the Parish's general creditors. Participants' rights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the Parish in an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant, 
It is the opinion of the Parish's rnana[,ement that the Parish has no liability for losses under the plan but does have duty of due care that would be required of an ordinary prudcm investor. The Parish believes that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the future. NOTE 12 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES 
"/he interfund balances, see Note 1, of the primaD' government at December 31, 1996. were as follows: 
ndividual Fund Primary Government General Fund: East Ascension Drainage Major Fund Sewerage District No. 6 Criminal Court Fund East Ascension Drainage Fund Road and Bridge Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund Law Officers Court Fund Council on Aging Fund Prescription Drug Fund Tourist Center 
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Receivable Payable 
3,479 110,778 24,778 4,696 7,827 8,148 1,200 334,433 

47,00( 2,041 



Exhibit A~ Continucd 
NOTE 12 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES , CONTINUED) ndividual Fund (Continued 
Special Revenue Funds: Road and Bridge Fund: Sales and Use Tax Fund General Fund F.ast Ascension Drainage Fund: General Fund East Ascension Drainage Major Fund West Ascension Drainage Fund: Sales and Use Tax Fund Road Lighting District: Sales and Use Tax Fund Fire Protection District No. 1 Fund: Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Recreation District Fund: Sales and Use Tax Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund: General Fund West Ascension Drainage Fund Road Lighting District Fund Road and Bridge Fund Recreation District Fund Civic Center Fund Prescription Drug Fund Road Construction Fund Darrow Community Center Summer Food Fund Sales and Use Tax Sinking Fund Bayou TerTace Construction Fund Sewer Project Fund Sewer District No. 7 Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund: Fire Protection District No. 2 F'und Road Construction Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking Fund Tourist Center: General Fund East Ascension Drainage Major Fund: General Fund East Ascension Drainage Fund Law Officers Court Fund: General Fund 

Receivable . Payable 
$ 187,500 $ 

90,770 
39,790 334,433 56,629 11,630 
3,504 41,971 2,953 
419 

2,041 
396,910 

7,827 
4,696 396,910 
56,629 11,630 

187,500 39,790 
,739,795 
1,500 204,075 158,785 103,220 
90,770 104,429 77,110 
3,479 
8,148 



E~hibfl A-~ Conlml~L,d NOTE 12 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLE AND PAYABLE BALANCES (CONTINUED) Individual Fund (Continued Receivable ___Payable Council on Aging: General Fund $ Council oil Aging Sinking Fund Summer I.'ood Fund: Sales and Use Tax Fund Darrow Community Center Prescription Drug Fund: General Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund Library Fund Debt Set'vice ]Funds: Sales and Use Tax Sinking Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund Council on Aging Sinking Fund: Council on Aging Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Capital Projects Funds: Darrow Community Center: Summer Food Fund Sales and Use fax Fund Road Construction Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Fund Sewer Project: Sales and Use Tax Fund Bayou Terrace Construction Fund: Sales and Use Tax Fund Total primary government Component Units Sewer District No. 7 Fund: Sah;s and Use Tax Fund Criminal Court Fund: General Fund Civic Center Commission Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund Sewer District No. 6 Fund: General Fund Clerk of Court "Iota] component units Total reporting entity 
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1,500 
47,000 8,008 
204,075 9,700 77,110 
1,500 
1,739,795 104,429 103,220 158,785 3,784,578 

~ 212,448 ~ 212,448 $ 3,997,0?._6 

1,200 9.700 
41,971 8,008 

2,953 

3.645,0c~ 
419 24,778 3,504 110.778 212,44_8 351,9~7 $ 3,9q~, 



NOTE 13 - COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES Suits and Claims 
Exhibil A-8 Continued 

Various suits and claims arising in the ordinary course of operations are pending against the Parish. The majority of the cases are either covered by insurance or other defenses; however. the ultimate effect of such litigation ca~mot be ascertained at this time. These claims consist of environmental issues, improper maintenance of roads, contractual disputes and improper righ! of ways. It is the opinion of Parish management that the ultimate resolution of such litigation will not have a material effecl on the financial position of the Parish. Grants 
The Parish of Ascension receives Federal and State grants for specific purposes that arc subject to audit by the grantor agencies. Such audits could lead to requests for reimbursement to the grantor agency for expenditures disallowed under terms of the grant. It is the opinion of Parish management that the Parish's compliance with the terms of grants will result in negligible, if any, disallowed costs. 
Construction Contracts At December 31, 1996, the Parish had outstanding commitments resulting from construction contracts of approximately $1,437,500. Parish Water and Sewer System 
On September 5, 1996, the Parish entered into an agreement for a water/wastewater services project to provide parish-wide water and sewer services. The agreement called for a feasibility review by the water company. The Parish has agreed to reimburse the water company, not to exceed $250,000, for legal and engineering services incurred durinl: the initial design period. The Parish would owe the reimbursement only upon the water compan~ reaching targeted average estimated monthly user fees. 
East Ascension Parish Hospital Service District 
The results of an audit covering fiscal years 1992 - 1994 by the Medicare intermediary resulted in the disallowance of a significant portion of the management fees paid to a consulting firm. The amount owed back to Medicare for fiscal years 1992 - 1994 is $1,380,31 I, which was paid subsequent to the year ended March 31, 1996. This amount was reflected as a decrease in reserves in the current year. 
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NOTE 13 - COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES 
Exhibit A-8 

Additionally, management recalculated Medicaid cost reports and disproportionate sha~c amounts ff)r those years plus all third-party payor amounts for fiscal 1995, in anticipation ol similar adjustments to those cost reports. The total of these adjustments and the effect of an~ Medicare receivables that may have previously been recorded but will not be received duc ti, the circumstances discussed in the preceding paragraph, resulted in a decrease to revenue (,~ approximately $10,189,000 in the current year. Management and the Board of Commissioners intend to appeal the Medicare intermediaLv's decision regarding the disallowance of the management fee expense, and intend to vigorously defend its position on all other questioned cost reports. 
NOTE 14 - SELF INSURANCE During 1990, the Parish initiated a self-insured retention program (SIP,) within the internal sen,ice fund to deal with potential liabilities. Claims in excess of the self-insured retenfior~ amounts are covered through third-par~y limited coverage insurance policies. The Parish is self-insured with excess coverage in these areas: (a) worker's compensation liability with a two-year period retention of $200,0(10 per occurrence with an aggregate limit of $1,000,000. and (b) liability (including automobile, ~eneral, products and property) with a $30,000 per occurrence limit and annual aggregate limits of $130,000. All funds of the Parish participate in the program and make payments to the internal ser~ ice fund based on estimates of amounts needed to pay prior - and current - year claims. During_, the prior year, the Parish engaged an actuary to determine the required self-insurance reserve. including claims incurred but not yet reported. As of the end of that fiscal year, it was actuarially determined that the undiscounted loss reserve was $398,290. This reserxc represents reported losses of approximately $179,000 and includes claims incurred but not yet reported approximating $219,000. NOTE 15 - COUNCIL MEMBER COMPENSATION 
During the year ended December 31, 1996, Council members and the Parish Presiden received the following as compensation: 
Parish President Councilman District 1 Conncilman District 2 Councilman District 3 Councilman District 4 Councilman District 5 Councilman District 6 Councilman District 7 Councilman District 8 Councilman District 9 Councilman District 10 Councilman District 11 Total 

Amount $ 56,880 11,960 13,051 10,922 11,245 11,052 11,052 11,246 11,310 10,922 11,117 11,117 $ 181.874 



NOTE 16 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 
Exhibit A-g Continued 

On lvlarch 20, 1997, the Parish passed an ordinance providing for the levy of a spcdal assessment on parcels of real estate abutting Bayou Terrace Road. The assessment, which approximates $637,700, will fund the cost for street paving improvements. The assessment is payable in ten equal annual installments and bears interest at a rate of 9% per annum. On April 5, 1997, a ten year five-mill property tax was passed in Road Lighting District No 7 for the purpose of maintaining and improving load lighting in the district. 
NOTE 17 - PRIOR PERIOI) ADJUSTMENT East Ascension Parish Hospital Service District 
An error in the 1993 Medicaid cost report resulted in an overstatement of receivables of $2,151,756 at March 31, 1993. The correction of this error resulted in a decrease to begirming fund balance of $2,151,756 at March 31, 1995. There was no effect on revenue and gains in excess of expenses for the ),ears ended March 31, 1996 or 1995 as a resull of this error. 



 

The General Fund is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalcnls Accounts receivable, net Ad valorem taxes Other Due from other governments LA - Stale revenue sharing LA - Severance LA - Beer LA - Other Due from other funds Other assets 
Total assets 

PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAl., FUND 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

BALANCE SItEETS December 31, 1996 and 1995 1996 

LIABILITIES Accounls payable and accrued liabilities Accounts payable Accrued payroll Deductions from ad valorem taxes Contribution to retirement system Due to other governments LA - Slate revenue sharing Due to other funds 
Total liabilities 
FUND BALANCE Designated - subsequent year expenditures Undesignaled 
Fund balance Total liabilities and fund balance 

1,000 
819,646 95,961 
72,046 53,216 5,478 101,757 160,905 500 1.310,509 

1995 

Exhl~t B 

$ 41,137 
758,164 94,169 
69,852 48,998 17,225 93,673 167,699 4,340 
295,257 

353,235 $ 39,799 
27,652 59,384 383,473 863,543 
206,545 240,421 446,966 
,310.509 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 46 

163,983 41.658 
25,711 57,815 726,342 
1.015.509 
37,395 242.353 
279,748 $ 1,295,257 



PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENU[:S Taxes Ad valorem Franchise License and permits Occupational Alcoholic beverages Build~ng Mobile home Planning fees Other Intergovernmental Refunds ~;everance Slale revenue sharing OFS - Food stamp program Beer Civil defense Community based program Grants Other Miscellaneous Rentals Other ~oIal revenues EXPENDITURES General government Public safety Health and welfare Culture and recreation Debt service Total expenditures 

For the ended year December 31, 1996 
1996 

Budget 
758.000 $ 86.000 600,000 16,100 425,000 5,500 63,000 300 
200,000 107,000 75,300 28,000 22,000 60,000 12,000 300.000 6,000 5.000 

Aetua Vaeia.ee - favorable (unfavorable).__ 
825,062 $ 106.518 651,848 16,717 453,108 6,725 80,015 300 
206,750 108,070 81,645 28,778 25,920 67,243 18,002 308.479 

1995 Actua 

Exhibit B 

67.062 $ 20,518 51,848 617 28,108 1,225 17,015 
6,750 1,070 6,345 778 3,920 7,243 6,002 8.479 6,000 5.982 982 2 769,200 2,997~162 

3,015,865 350,720 481,600 31.600 
3,879385 

2,990,651 364,733 466.382 27,361 7.500 3.856.627 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (1~ ______.(859,465) 

227.962 
25,214 (14,013) 15,218 4,239 (7,soo~ 23.158 

760,692 95.784 544,764 18,255 380,371 7,200 22,880 300 27,102 203,398 104,778 74,520 28393 25,054 127,517 202.110 246.798 11,003 5.g06 2,887,124 
2,741,056 353.816 298,563 26.646 7,500 3.427.58 

251,120_.__(_5 _40,457) 
(Continued) 



PAR1SIt OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL For the ended ),eat December 31, t 996 
BudgeL_._ OTHER FINANCING SOURCFS (USES) Proceeds from long - term debt Operating transfers in Transfer in Road and Bridge Fund East Ascension Drainage Fund E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund West Ascension Drainage Fund Sales and Use Tax Fund Other Funds Operating transfers out Transfer out Criminal Court Fund Jail Fund Law Officers Court Fund Hun (Section 8) Self- insurance Fund Tourist Center Drug Prescription Fund Other financing sources- net 

75,000 34,200 163,700 6,000 547,000 73.000 
(58,000) (700,000) (17,000) 

Actua 
75,000 34,200 163,700 6,000 547,000 73.000 
(58,000) (700,000) (13,852) (25.000) (29,142) (29,142) (4~000~ _. (47,000) 047.758 1.025,906 Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) $ (62,827~ FUND BALANCE Beginning of year Residual equity lransfcr from C:riminal Court lund End of year 

Variance - favorable (u n favor a bl~.~__ 

3,148 (25,000) 

1995 Aclua 

Exhibit 1~- 1 COfltill tleJ 

66,750 34,300 161,500 6,200 000.000 86.400 
(67.500) (826,085) (14,286) (6,188) 
501.09 

66,441 $ 229.268 (39.365 
279.747 
778 $ 446.966 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 48 

294,325 
24.788 279.747 



PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND 
STATF'MENT OF DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
For the year ended December 31, 1996 1996 
Budget Legislative - Councilmen Per:~onnel Official publications Other charges and services Dues and subscriptions Travel and mileage Judicial - Parish Court Peraonnel Other charges and services Judicial - District Attorney Personnel Juror and witnesses Professional Other charges and services Judicial - Clerk of Court Permanent recozds four'[ attendance Judicial - Coroner Personnel Professional Other charges and services Judicial - Justice of Peace Personnel Other charges and services Elections - Registrar of Voters Personnel Equipment Office supplies Other charges and services Elections - other Financial and Adn'linistration Personnel Worker's compensation Professional Building rent Utilities Telephone 

33,520 $ 22,000 2,550 13,650 46.400 67,310 5,000 47,400 52,000 03,500 60,000 19,000 36,000 43,000 5,000 34,585 1,300 58,050 1,895 2,805 8,400 21.150 962,450 12,650 14.000 16,000 115,500 42.000 
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Aetua Variance - favorable (unfavorable1_ 
134,496 $ 22,558 2,539 13,641 46.342 67,650 5,122 47,197 54,115 03.500 60,000 18,321 36,000 50,881 3.591 34,622 1,262 57,999 698 2,673 7,803 7,360 969;986 12,650 14,583 16,137 115,108 42,561 

1995 Actua 

Exhibit B-2 

(976) $ (558) 11 9 58 (340) (122) 203 (2,115) 
679 
(7,881) 1,409 (37) 38 51 1,197 132 597 13,790 (7,536) (583 (137 392 (561 

27,976 12,995 1,617 13,641 36,100 68.334 4,249 58.942 51,927 674 03,500 60,000 19,280 36,000 53,802 2,080 34,589 1.069 56,681 1,141 3,126 8,812 6,388 888,791 11,100 20,886 14,592 108,330 39,356 



PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND 
STATEMENT OF DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

Office supplies Courthouse supplies Accounting Insurance Maintenance Miscellaneous Contingency Dues and subscriptions "]-ravel and mileage Appropriations and grunts Equipment purchased Bayou Plantation building Building Permits Personnel Professional Telephone Maintenance Office supplies Other charges and services Travel and mileage Capital outlay -. equipment Planning Commission Personnel Professional O~her charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Total general government PUBLIC SAFETY Sheriff Juvenile Commissions Court attendance Other charges and services 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 1996 
Budget _ 68,270 12,020 50,000 44,350 37,900 56,700 39,200 6,000 16,500 22,300 24.110 
264,400 6,300 7,400 5,000 16,030 6,850 4,000 15.970 79,150 78,500 5,800 

Aetna 69,248 11,691 55,402 44,350 38,181 12,618 36,113 5,907 15,973 22,300 21,283 
268,980 5,105 7,380 4,889 15,806 6,329 2,921 16.657 

Variance - favorable (u n favoralale~__ 

82,549 90,726 5.470 2,000 1,378 

(978) 329 (5,402) (281) 44,082 3,087 93 527 2,827 

1995 Aelua 

Exhibit 1{-2 ContimJcd 

(4,580) 1,195 20 111 224 521 1,079 (687) (3,399) 02,226) 330 622 3.015,865 2,990,651 25,214 
255,000 2,500 19,000 2,000 

268,680 2,421 20,025 6.029 
13,680) 79 (1,025) (4,029) 

44,411 7,995 43,464 42,200 11,118 62,056 16,365 1,600 23,549 20,531 47,828 7.500 221,963 4,365 7,478 4,585 8,307 4,600 2,969 19.665 32,068 55,428 3,317 1.714 2.741.056 
46,407 2,651 20,650 177 

(Contir, ucd 



PARISH OF ASCENSION GENERAL FUND 
STATEMENT OF DEPARTMFNTAL EXPENDITURES BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAl, 

Civil defense Personnel Professional Other charges and services Travel and mileage Capital outlay - equipment Total public safety HEALTH AND WELFARE Food Stamp Personnel Other charges and ser','ices Health Unit Personnel Parish of Ascension Substance Emergency shelter grant Other charges and services Total health and welfare CULTURE AND RECREATION Parish culture and recreation Personnel Telephone Other charges and services Total culture and recreation DEBT SERVICE Principal retirement Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 1996 
Budget 52,120 11,200 8,500 400 

Actua 2,753 7,551 7,091 183 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) (633 3,649 1,409 217 
350,720 364,733 (14,013) 
133,050 16,900 117,500 20,700 113,400 80.050 

33,150 16.640 111,640 13,069 113,402 78.481 481.60_0_ 466~382 
8,700 5.000 7.900 6,438 4,637 6,286 

(lOO) 260 5,860 7,631 (2 1.569 

1995 Actua 

Exhibit [3-2 Continued 

57,806 8,368 4,604 349 12.804 353,816 
16,595 18.635 102,857 30,411 ) 27,560 2,506 5,218 298,563 

2,262 363 1.614 31,600 27,361 4,239 
7,500 (7,500~ 

2.700 4,903 9.043 26.646 
3.879.785 $ 3,856,627 $ 23,158 $ 3.427.58 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 5~ 



PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAl, REVENUE FUNDS 
ROAD AND BRIDGE MAINTENANCE FUND The Road and Bridge Mainlcnance Fund is used to account for maintenance of Parish highways streets, and bridges. Financing has been provided by the appropriation of sales taxes and entitlcmezL from the State's Parish Transportation Fund. EAST AND WEST ASCENSION DRAINAGE FUNDS The East and West Ascension Drainage Funds are used Io account for the maintenance, improvemcms, and repairs to the gravity drainage systems in their respective parts of the Parish. Financing_, is provid,zd primarily by ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing funds, and dedicated sales taxes. SALES AND USE TAX. DISTRICT NOS. 1 & 2 FUNDS The Sales and Use Tax Funds are used to account for the collection of a one, and a one-half perccn; sales and use lax in the Parish. The Council participates in centralized administration of local sales taxes for the Parish. The taxes are remitted to the appropriate funds as budgeted by the Council annually, or as dedicaled. ItEALTH UNIT FUND The Ilealth Unit Fund is used lo account for the operations of the Parish health unit. Financing is provided primarily by ad valorern taxes and state revenue sharing. MENTAL HEALTIt CENTER FUND 

FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. 1 FUNI) 

RECREATION COMMISSION FUND The Recreation Commission Fund is used to account for lhe recreational activities for the youth of the Parish. The Commission is funded primarily by an annual budgetary dedication of six and two-thilds percent of the one-percent parish wide sales tax. 

52 



PARISIt OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS (Continued) ROAD LIGIlTING DISTRICT MAINTENANCE FUNI)S The Road 1,ighting District Maintenance Funds are used to account for tile operations and maintenanc~ of street lights in I)istricts 1 through 7. Financing is provided by ad valorem taxes and slate revenue sharing funds. JAIL FUNI) The Jail Fund is used to account for the operation of the Parish jai I,AW OFFICER'S COURT FUND The Law Officer's Court Fund is used to account for the juror and wimess fees incurred in parish court trial cases. Financing is provided through courl fines and bond forfeitures. SECTION 8 FUNI) The Section 8 Fund is used to account for" resources granted by the Department of ltousing and Urban Development to provide housing assistance to low income families. FOOD SERVICE FUNI) ]'he Food Service Fund is used to account for expenditures of the Depm'tment of I';ducation's Summ~ Food Service Program. TOUI/IST CENTER FUNI) The Tourist Center Fund is used to account for collection of sales taxes on room rentals of hotels and motels. The Center promotes local tourism. COUNCIL ON AGING FUND The Council on Aging Fund is used to account for" collection of ad valorem taxes designated for the elderly of Ascension Parish. JUI)ICIAL 1)ISTR1CT FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES FUND The Judicial District Families in Need of Services Fund is used to account for' the Families in Need Services Program. PRESCRIPTION DRUG FUND The l'rescription Drug Fund is used to account for the prescription drug program used by Parish employees. LIlIRARY FUND The Library Fund is used to account for the collection of a parish-wide ad valorem tax dedicated to the maintenance of the library system. The library provides the citizens of the parish access to librar5 materials, books, magazines, records, and fihns. 53 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS - ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICTS 

ASSETS Investments Accounts receivable, net Ad valorem taxes 

COMBINING BALANCE SHEET December 31, 1996 
Road Lighting District No. I Road Lighting District No. 2 
54,565 $ 18.679 Due from other governments LA - State revenue sharing ____5~7(! Total assets LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE LIABILITIES Accounts payable and accrued liabilities Accounts payable $ Deductions from ad valorem taxes Contribution to retirement system Due to other funds Total liabilities FUND BALANCE Designated - subsequent ),ear expenditures Undesignated Fund balance "lotal liabilities and fund balance 

Road Lighting District No. 3 
94,146 $ 24,276 432 

Road Lighting District No. 4 
$ 6,584 4.116 78.514 $ 118,854 $ 20~700 

,268 $ 630 1,710 $ 819 

6,181 2.042 

1,765 $ 559 3.033 898 2,529 5,357 
76,616 116,325 76,616 116~325 78,514 $ 118,854 $ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 57 

859 209 7.702 8.77( 
15,343 (54?) 15,343 (54_7) 20.700 $ 8.223 



Road Lighting Districl No. 5 
$ 

Road Lighting District No. 6 
9,448 $ 9,058 1.786 

Road Lighting District No. 7 
81,231 $ 78,459 7.804 

Totals 1996 (Memorandum OnIz) 
- $ 4,850 622 

349,390 158,087 22.072 30.292 $ 267,494 $ 5,472 $ 529,549 
718 $ 306 
2.024 
4,200 24.068 28,268 30,292 

7,891 $ 2,647 
10.538 
10,200 246.756 256.956 $ 267,494 $ 

341 $ 164 895 
15,552 5,334 11.630 __1,400 32,516 

3,347 17,747 725 479,286 4r072 5,472 

58 

497.033 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION SPECIAL REVENUES FUNDS - ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICTS 

REVENUES Taxes lntergovernmenta Miscellaneous Total revenues 

COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES For the year ended December 31, 1996 

EXPENDITURES General government Public works Total expenditures 

Road Lighting District No. I Road Lighting District No. 2 
18,783 $ 7,906 3.296 24,338 647 5.907 

Road Lighting District No. 3 
$ 

Road Lighting District No. 4 
16,627 $ 6,174 137 6,..7 3.063 

29.985 30,892 22,938 9,290 
630 819 3,402 4.032 17.717 18,536 

559 17.950 8,509 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 15,953 12,356 4,429 
OTHFR FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out (700) (700) (500) Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources(uses) 15,253 11,656 3,929 
FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) Beginning of year . 61 3._!~63 End of year 

209 8.830 9.039 

104.669 11,414 (708~ $ 76,616 $ 116,325,. $ 15,343 $ ~547,1 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pan of this statement 62 



Road Lighting District No. 5 
9,090 2,679 1,359 
Road Lighting District No. 6 Road Lighting District No. 7 Totals 1996 ~Mcmorandum Only) 
79,132 11,705 12.099 4,918 932 59,115 33,106 22,843 3.128 02.936 5,895 215.064 

306 2,647 3.990 64 74.918 4,951 5,334 151.758 4.296 77.565 157.092 
(I,168) 25,37 
(30~ _--- (2.400) 
(1,468) 22,97 
29.736 28.268 $ 233,985 

980 57.972 
~9~ .-- (4.700~ 

__--- 3,392 256,956 $ 
53,272 
443.76 4.072 $ 497,033 

Exhibit (-3 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD AND BRIDGE FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES 1N FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Intergovernmental Parish Transportation Fund Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES Public works Personnel Materials and supplies Insurance Equipment maintenance Gasoline and oil Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Total expenditures 

For the year ended ]December 31, 1996 
Bu~t Aetua 
530,000 $ 10,000 203.000 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
600,464 $ 70,464 $ 19,454 9,454 200,303 __ (2,697) 743.000 820.221 

1,645,2110 511,400 52,300 181,000 86,000 129,500 519.300 3,124,700 

1,656,418 375,728 52,300 181,227 85,135 127,380 488 816 . 2,967~004 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (2,38_1~. (2,146.783) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax Fund 2,250,000 2,250,000 Operating transfi~rs out General fund Total financing sources (uses) Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCF Beginning of year End of year 

__2_75,0~). _ (75,000~_ 2.175.000 2,175,000 

-- 77,221 
(11,218) (135,672) (227) 865 2,120 30.484 157.696 
234.917 

1995 Aetua 

Exhibit (-4 

560,885 17,271 103.143 681.299 
557.279 295,551 49,800 188,608 75,639 177,211 324.183 2,668.271 
(I_986,972) 
2,100.000 (66,750) 2,033.250 

28,217 $ ~ 234,917 46,278 
563.445 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 64 

517.167 563.445 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION ~EST ASCENSION DRAINAGE FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, FXI,END1TURES, AND CIIANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntergovemmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous lnlerest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Personnel Materials and supplies Insurance Equipment maintenance Gasoline and oil Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Weed control "l-otal expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 1996 
Bud~et Actua 
211,000 S 29.000 3,000 8,500 251,500 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable). _ 
226,758 $ 29.666 15,758 $ 666 2,526 (474) 7,563 (9371 266,513 

7.650 7,626 88,650 9.500 5,250 18,500 6,500 15,400 54.800 3,000 309,25__0 

182,459 3,410 5,250 16,281 5,675 13,655 51,205 2.407 

15.013 

287.968 

24 6,191 6,090 2,219 825 1,745 3,595 593 21,282 

Exhibil ( -6 

1995 Aetua 
211,80(~ 28,18":, 3.09 !; 
243.08() 
7.163 

Excess (deficienc3) of revenues over expenditures (57.750) (21,455) 36,295 7,850 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund ~.(!_,_00q~_---- (6,0001 [-xcess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) $_.__,__~-~ 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

(27,455) _$_ 36,295 1,650 
98.914 $ 171,459 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 67 

97.264 98.914 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION SALES AND USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 1 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUFS, EXPFNDITURES, AND CIIANGES IN FUNI) BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Sale and use Refunds Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 1996 

General government Consolidated parish collection service Excess of revenues over expenditures OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales & Use Tax Reserve Fund Sales & Use Tax Sinking Fund Operating transfers ou General Fund Road and Bridge Fund Bayou Terrace Road Construct Fund Recreation Fund Sales & Use "lax Sinking Fund Road Construction Fund Food Service Program Fund Sewer Project Fund 

B_udg._et Actua 
7,300,000 $ (25,00l)) 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
7,590,802 $ (10,450) 00,000 195,606 

290,802 $ 14,550 

Exhibit ~.-7 

1995 Actua 
6,648.79 I (69,254 95.606 119,74 7,375,000 7,775,958 400,958 6,699,27-; 

61,500 64,287 
7.313.500 7,711,67 
25,00(I 15,000 30,268 3.122 (1,547,000) (1,547,000) (2,250,000) (2,250,000) (612,150) (612,150) (486,900) (505,220) (734,600) (734,600) (1,531,600) (I,739,795) (34,530) (33,991) ___~103,221~ ,(103,220) 

(2,7871 60.915 
398.171 6.638.362 
5,268 (11,878) 
(18,3201 (208,195) 539 

34,776 17,236 (1,000,00( (2.100.00( (438,855) (657,77(0 (2,321.96" ) (12,091) 
Total other financing sources (uses) 17,260,000~ (7~ .__1232,586) __ (6,478,670 Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

$ 53,500 219,085 $ 165,585 159,692 
974.932 

$ 2,194,017 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 68 

815.24 $ 1,974,932 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION SALES AND USE TAX DISTRICT NO. 2 FUND S]ATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Sa:te and use Miscellaneous lnleres~ Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Consolidated parish collection service Other Total expenditures Excess of revellues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCFS (USES) Operating transfers in Sales & Use District No, 2 Reserve Sales & Use Tax Districl No. 2 Operating transfers oul Road Construction Fund Fitre District No. I Sales and Use District No. 2 Sinking 

1996 
Budg~ Aetna Variance - favorable uuu~favorable) 

Exhibil (-8 

1995 Actua 
3,400,000 $ 3,584.892 $ 184,892 $ 3,060,764 5,000 3,405,000 
21,000 5,000 26.000 
3.379.000 
32,000 15.000 

5.188 3.600.080 
9.751 5.016 24.767 
3.575,313 
8,808 9,292 

(I,327,700) (1,446,154) (I,126,000) (1,185,739) 

10.188 95.080 
1,249 (16) 233 

8.864 3.069,(,28 
5,(,f,~ 3.49~ 9.158 

(!3.192) 4,292 
(118,454) (59,739) 

38,S03 13.q19 
(1.102,644 (1,013.78(i 

Total other financing sources (uses) ____ .(.~,332~02~_ _ (3,_519,118) --. (187,093) _~907.~52 Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) $ 46,975 56,195 $ 9.220 143218 FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

44.130 
200.325 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 69 

44.13 



PARISH OF ASCENSION HEALTtt UNIT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITIJRES, AND CIIANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Inter governmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Health and welfare Other charges and services Capital outlay - building & land Capital outlay - equipment Other Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 1996 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

Budget ____ 
Variance - favorable Actual (unfavorable) 

Exhibit ('-9 

1995 Actua 
567,000 $ 84~000 617,827 $ 84,431 90.000 120,794 

50,827 $ 431 30.794 
560,517 82,20( 85.(,71 741.000 823,052 82,052 

20,300 100,900 18,000 475,380 
20.7 100,359 17,464 470.386 

(411) 541 536 4.994 
19.244 15.496 37,000 14,082 ~9.q59 614.580 608,920 5.660 545,38 

26,420 214.132 87.712 192.00" 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out Health Unit Construction Fund (95,600) (95,600) General fund _(.1_8_; 50~ __ (18,500) "I oral financing sources (uses) ___Jl l fl=_l 0~ .--- (I 14,100) 
Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUNI) BALANCE Bel,inning of year End of year 

$ 12,320 00.032 $ 87,712 
2,003,303 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 70 
$ 2,{}03.30; 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION MENTAL HEALTH UNIT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CtlANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntergovernmental State revenue sharing: Other Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Health and welfare Personnel Telephone Maintenance Olher charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 1996 
Budge.t Aclua 
42,000 $ 21.000 14.100 30,000 
210 

Variauce - favorable (unfavorable) 
154,498 $ 2|,134 14.167 39,574 3.070 232.443 

8.100 8,079 159.680 9,500 28,370 52,680 
156,712 9,545 24,852 49,077 ~OQ___. 4,384 269.830 252,649 

2,498 $ 134 67 9,574 70 22,343 
2,968 (45) 3,518 3,603 7.116 17.18 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (59,730) (20,206) 39,524 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund ___~z,800) (4,800) 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End ofyear 

1995 Aetua 
42,416 20586 40.4s7 29.g46 

6.612 75.41['; 9,541 6,3"~4 45 '4t;2 
250,(,68 

09:5so 
(25,006) $ 39.524 (27,~14 
747.954 $ 722,948 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pan of this statement 71 
$ 747,(;54 



REVENUES 

PARISH OF ASCENSION FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT NO. I FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, I;'XPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUNI) BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

ntergovernmental Fire insurance rebate Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES Public safety Personnel Maintenance Fire protection and service Distributions to fire service units Insurance Other charges and services Capital outlay - equipment Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 1996 
Budget. Aetua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
6,030 $ 116,034 $ 7.977 4 $ 47.977 

Exhibit C. 

1995 Actua 
15,12/ 56.28c~ 86.030 234,011 47,981 171.4 

20,000 93,500 96,000 116,030 18,250 30,000 241,500 
18,603 89,717 96,027 16,034 18,250 24,995 61,826 

1,397 3,783 (27 (4 5,005 79.674 615,280 425,452 189,828 Excess(deficiency) ofrevenues over expenditures ___.~429,250~ (191,441) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax District No.2 Operating transfers out General fund Total financing sources (uses) 

4,280 81,450 71,95~ 115,121 15,900 15,334 542.199 846.2q~ 
237,809 __ (674.87~ 

26.000 1,185,739 59,739 1.013,78 
__ _ ~_ 9j_0_01_ (29,4001 

Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) $ 
FUND BALANCE Beginning ofyem 
End of year 

096,(;00 1356,339 
(29,7fi~9 

59.739 984,530 
667.350 964,898 $ 297,548 309.703 

554.883 2.519,78 
Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 72 

245.18 554,88~ 



 

PARISH OF ASCENSION RECREATION COMMISSION FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUFS, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUNI) BALANCE - BUI)GET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Charges for services Miscellaneous Interest Rentals ()t[3er 
EXPENDITURES Parish culture and recreation Personnel Programs Maintenance lmorance Other charges and services Sil:e work Capital outla.x - building & land Capital outla) - equipment Debt service Principal retirement "1 olal expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 1996 
_____BEd~et $ 64,500 $ 25.000 3,600 16A00 09.500 
213,700 104,250 60,000 12,050 100,700 232,000 105,000 23,650 
851.350 

Aetua Variance - favorable (u!lfavorable) 62,867 $ (I,6331 $ 38,384 13.384 11.475 9,875 507 05.89k2 3.233 
207.399 84,388 59.595 12,O50 63.300 101,114 33,500 18.881 
610.227 Excess (delqciency) of revenues over expenditures 2741.850) ~.99~3)- OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds from long-term debt Operating transfers in Sales and Use "lax Fund Opelatin~ transfers out General fund Darro~ Community (?enter Fund Civic Center Fund 

Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 

486,900 505,220 (12,600) (12,600) (5.000) (5,000) ~. (5,O00) 464.300 482.620 

6,301 19.862 405 37.400 130.886 71,500 4.769 (30.000) 241.123 
244.856 

Exhibit (- 12 

1995 Actua 42.175 27.905 2763 1.158 74.00 
67.247 91.475 54,129 I 1.500 41.068 3 O,q 13 00,000 l 1.067 30.000 537.30g 
~463.398 
00,00( 
(1 1.00( (5.00~ 

667.159 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemenl 73 

612.70-' 667.15~ 



 

PARISH OF ASCENSION RO, AD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 1 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CtlANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem lntelgovernmenlal Slate revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public v,'orks Utilities Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended Dccember 31, 1996 

Bud~'st 
Variance - favorable Actual ~.unfavorable) 1995 Actua 

8,700 $ 8.000 3,000 
8,783 $ 7,906 3.296 

83 $ (94) 296 
8,55 7,77 I OA 29,700 29,985 285 28,2(;5 

670 630 4.000 13,402 40 598 628 4.378 4.670 14,032 638 
5.030 15,953 923 13,259 
__ (700) _ (700) {7!9) 
4,330 15,253 $ 923 12,559 

61,363 
76~16 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 74 

48.804 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 2 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CltANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES qaxes Ad valorem lntergovemmental Sl:ate revenue sharing Miscellaneous lrlterest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 
1996 

OTH ER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund 
Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

Budg~L Actua 
Variance - favorable _(un(avora ble) 

Exhibit (- 14 

1995 Actua 
23,000 $ 600 4.000 

24,338 $ 647 5.907 
338 $ 47 907 
23.082 576 4.171 27.600 30.892 3,292 27.87~ 

860 8.000 
8.860 

819 7.717 
8.536 

41 283 
324 

781 6,433 s~9 7"772 
8340 12,356 3,616 10.f 57 
COo~___ (700) 
8.040 11,656 $ 3.616 9.35V 

04.669 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 75 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING I)ISTRICT NO. 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, FUNI) BALANCE - BUDGFT (GAAP BASIS) 

REVENUES "[axes Ad valorem lntergovernmemal State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General governmenl Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures 

For the )'ear ended December 3 I, 1996 
1996 

3 FUND AND CtlANGES IN AND ACTUAL 

Budge j_ Actua 
4,900 $ 5,700 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) _ 
6.627 $ 1,727 $ 6,174 137 22.938 

530 559 nnn 17.950 

474 127 

8,530 18,509 

2,328 
(29) 50 2 

.Exhibfl (-15 

1995 Aelua 
4,92:~ 5,532 16 20,470 
505 7.569 8.074 

2.080 4,429 2,349 2.397 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund (_5_00). __- (500) Fxcess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of ),ear End of year 

1.580 
(~(!0 

3.929 $ 2.349 1.807 
414 5.343 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pan of this statement 76 

9 518 
$ II 414 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 4 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPFNDITURES, AND CttANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES qaxes Ad valorem lntergovernmental State revenue sharing Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures FUND BALANCE (DEFICIT) Beginning of year 
End of year 

1996 
Budget Actua VarisIlee - favorable (unf~vorabl&)_ 

Exhibit C- It" 

1995 Actua 
5.900 $ 6,227 $ 327 $ 3.063 (371 5,7q5 3.0(,( 9,000 9,290 290 8,855 
210 7.990 8,200 

209 I 8,830 (840) 9.039 (839) 
196 8.696 8.892 

$ 800 251 $ (549) 136 
__ (798) $ 4547) 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 77 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 5 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXI'ENDITURES, AND CltANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Intergovemmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest qctal revenues EXPENDITURFS General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 
1996 

Bucl~e! Actua 
8,400 $ 2,800 1.200 

Variance- favorable (unfavorable) 
9,090 $ 2,679 1.359 

690 $ (121) 159 2,400 13,128 728 
300 5.000 306 3.990 155300 14,296 

(6) 010 004 

Exhibit (-1"7 

1995 Actua 
8,548 2,733 1.13"~ 2.415 
285 2.951 3.23( 

Exeess(deficiency) ofrevenues over expenditures (2,900) (I,168) 1,732 (819 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund _____L:LO_O) .--- (300) 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

(1,468) $ 1,732 (1,110 
29.736 28,268 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemenl 78 

30.855 
$ 29.736 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 6 FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPFNDITURES, AND CltANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Taxes Ad valorem Intergovernmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURFS General government Contribution to retirement system Public works Utilities Miscellaneous 7otal expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 
1996 

B u_d2~. Actua 
Variance - favorable u~Efavorable) 

Exhibit C- ~ ~, 

1995 Actua 
73,000 $ 11.700 10.000 

79,132 $ 11.705 12,099 
6,132 $ 5 2.099 

73.285 11.4-18 8.115 94,700 102 936 8,236 92.848 
2,500 00,000 2,647 74.918 
02,500 77,565 

(147) 25,082 2.472 63,119 10 24,935 65.60 
Excess (deficien cy) of reven ues over (7,800) 25,371 33.171 27,247 expenditures OTItER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers out General fund ~_2,_40~_--- (2,400~ 
Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) S (10,200) 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

22.971 $ 33,171 25 47 
233,985 
256.956 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral parl of this statemen 79 

$ 233.085 



 

PARISIt OF ASCENSION ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 7 FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUFS, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 1axes Ad valorem Intergovernmental State revenue sharing Miscellaneous lmerest Total revenues EXPENDITURES General government Contribution tn retirement system Public works Utilities Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers oul General fund 
Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) 
FUND BALANCE Beg inning of year 
End of year 

1996 
Budge_l Actua 
4,500 $ 900 

Variance - favorable ~unfavorable) 
4,918 $ 932 418 $ 32 20 

1995 Aelua 
4.511 885 2( 5,425 5.895 470 5423 

70 164 5,200 4.95 6 249 152 4.864 5,370 5.115 255 
780 725 407 

__ (100) __ (100) 
$___.~_. ~45) 680 $ 725 

3.392 
4.072 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 80 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION JAIL FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPFNDITURES, AND CItANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURES Public safety Personnel Prisoners Utilities Telephone Maintenance Supplies Major repairs - building Insurance Miscellaneous Capital outlay - equipment Total expenditures Excess of expenditures over revenues OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in General fund 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

Excess of revenues over expenditures and other financing sources 
FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

1996 
Budget_ Variance - favorable Actual (u n favorable~ 

Exhibit ('- 20 

1995 Actua 
11,725 $ 256,200 121,100 15,000 111,400 83,500 47,000 21,200 2,000 _~_o9 

11,518 $ 273,537 120,942 14,841 115,798 84,576 46,670 21,200 2.045 3.146 

207 $ (17,337) 158 159 (4,398) (1,076) 330 (45) 654 

13,96] 251,56:~ 135,506 15,911 103,631 79356 191.411 20,2(I,3 3,0(18 17.346 682,925 704,273 (21,348~ 832.294 
(682,925) (704,273) (21,348) (832.204 
700,000 700,000 826.085 

$ 17.075 (4,273) $ (21,348~ (6,209 
26.564 
22,29 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 81 

32.773 $ 26,564 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION LAW OFFICERS' COURT FUND STATEMFNT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CtlANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Fines and forfeitures Ceurt fines & bond forfeitures EXPENDITURES General government Juror and witnesses Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in General fund Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and olher sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Begitnning of year End of year 

1996 
Bu dze_t 

Variance - favorable Actual (unfavorable) 

Exhibit ('-21 

1995 Aelua 
40.000 $ 43,828 $ 3,828 $ 45,34 
57,000 57,680 (680) 

$ 

(13,852) 3,148 
3,852 (3,148) 
-$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemenl 82 

62,86( 

4.286 
(3,24 
3.2-1 



STATEMI:;NT OF FUND BALA 

REVENUES Intergovernmenta HUD receipts EXPENDITURES General government Personnel Contract labor Utilities Telephone Office supplies Consultant and administration Accounting Capital outlay - equipment Other Health and welfare Housing and utility assistance Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in General fund E.xcess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

$ 

33,000 3,000 
288.000 324,000 

32,947 3,000 
278,016 9,984 313.963 10.037 

-$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral pan of this statement 83 

298 000 186 960 

(6,188 
6.188 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES lntergovernmenta Grants EXPENDITURES General government Personnel Insurance HeallLb and welfale Personnel Food Olher Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 
1996 

Budg~ Actua 
27,100 $ 121,510 
9,970 6,000 68A20 40,750 36,490 

9,970 6.000 68,418 40,756 30,358 

Variance - favorable _ (unfavorable) 

Exhibi~ ('-23 

1995 Aetua 
$ (5,590)$ 162.24~ 

2 (6) 6,132 61.630 155,502 6.128 

9,961 6.008 85,130 50,771 23.038 74.907 Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (34,530) (33,992) 538 (12,660 OTHER FINANCING SOURCi'S (USES) Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax Fund Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

34,530 33,992 (538) 
-$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 84 

2.09 
(569 
569 



PARISH OF ASCENSION TOURIST CENTER FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND C}tANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Interl,ovemmenta Sales and use Miscellaneous lnlerest Total revenues EXPENDITURES Cuhure and recreation Personnel Professional Utilities Telephone Travel and mileage Capital outlay - equipmenl Olher Total expenditures Excess(deficieney) ofrevenues over expenditures 

For the year ended Dccember 31, 1996 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfer in General Fund Operating transfers out General Fund Total financing sources (uses) Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

1996 
Budge_t Aetua 

Variance - favorable ~qnfavora ble) 
112,899 $ 164,173 S 500 3,259 
41,300 3,040 1,000 1,500 4,975 2,200 43.g75 

67.432 
39,817 2,723 826 1,521 4,975 2,173 38.615 

51,274 $ 2.759 54.033 
483 317 174 (21 27 __ 5,260 97,890 90,650 7,240 

5.509 76,782 
29,142 29,142 __lAA~,8__oP_) 0,8oo) 27.342 27,342 

Exhibil (-24 

1995 Actua 
77A45 337 77.469 
31.5o5 7(10 830 1.355 3.597 33.215 71.3 

61,273 6 168 

42.851 104,124 $ 61,273 4,368 
3.604 $ 117,728 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 85 

9.2"~6 3,60-1 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION JUDICIAL DISTRICT FAMILIES IN NEED OF SERVICES FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest Other Total revenues EXPENDITURES Judicial - Parish Court Personnel Professional Office supplies Travel and mileage Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

For the )'ear ended December 31, 1996 

B u dge_l Aetua 
700 $ 56.900 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
1,533 $ 63.261 57.600 64.794 

53,820 6,200 2,100 4,400 400 
54,685 6,228 2,016 4,338 380 66.920 67.647 

833 $ 6.361 7.194 
(865) (28) 84 62 20 (727~ 

1995 Aetna 
7.!8 33.0"70 33.798 
680 598 916 2.15 
6.4-17 

(2,853) $ 6A67 17.35 
17,351 4.498 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 87 

7.35 



STA 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Other EXPENDITURES Health and welfare Prescription claims Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in General Fund Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 
End of year 

112,000 2.672 
(47,000) (47,000) 
47.000 47.000 

(672) 

-$ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 88 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION ASCENSION PARISH LIBRARY FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CtlANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES 1axe.t; Ad valorem lntergovernmental State revenue sharing Charges for services Charges for services Fines and forfeitures Libra,' Miscellaneous Use of money and propen) Other "[otalrevenues EXPENDITURES Culture and recreation Library administration Materials and supplies Operating services "[ravel and mileage Capital outlay - equipmen lntergovemmental Miscellaneous Total expenditures E:~:cess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 
1996 

Bud~t Actua 
97,382 $ 80,000 12,000 9,000 28,000 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
295.338 $ 178.15 14,838 15,594 56,775 255 426,382 1,560,951 

695,617 59,000 330,400 15,000 1.196,571 
653,768 40,768 268,303 9,083 640.343 46.000 43,700 2,342,588 655.965 

97,956 $ (1.849) 2,838 6,594 28,775 255 34.569 
41,849 18,232 62,097 5,917 556228 

1995 Actua 
97,387 73,444 13,303 13,50~ 60,383 1.962 459.38 
609,92(} 41,979 238,314 7,624 551.044 2,300 40.606 686.623 

(95,014) $ 821.192 
2.430,077 $ 2,335,063 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 89 

489.487 
2,460.18~ $ 2,430,077 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 
DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 

SALES AND USE TAX SINKING AND RESERVE DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
The Sales and Use Tax Sinking and Reserve Debt Service Funds arc used to accumulate monies fi~r payment of the $1,825,000 bonds issued in 1987 to fired the renovation and expansion ofthc Parish Jail and $3,890,000 of bonds issued in 1989 to fund road improvements and other capital improvements and $1,810,000 refunding bonds issued in 1996. The bond issues are financed through a dedication of Parish sales taxes, 
EAST ASCENSION DRAINAC, E SINKING AND RESERVE DEBT SERVICE FUNDS The t'ast Ascension Drainage Sinking and Reserve Debt Service Funds are used to accumulate monies for payment of the $5,000,000, $1,110,000, $5,000,000, and $2,885,000 public improvement bonds issued in 1988, 1989, 1990, and 1991, respectively, and $10,605,000 public improvement refunding bonds issued in 1996, to fired drainage projects of the East Ascensioll Drainage District of the Parish. The bond issue is financed through a dedication of drainage sales taxes. SALES AND USE 'FAX DISTRICT NO. 2 SINKING AND RESERVE DEBT SERVICI, FUNDS 
]'he Sales and Use Tax District No. 2 Sinking and Reserve Debt Sen, ice Funds arc used to accumulate monies for payment of the $7,000 000 bond issued in 1995 to fund road construction, maintenance and fire protection. The bond issues are financed through a dedication of Parish sales taxes. 
COUNCIL ON AGING SINKING DEBT SERVICE FUND Thc Council on Aging Sinking Debt Service fund is used to accumulate monies for payment of the $800,000 Certificate of Indebtedness issued in 1995. The debt issue is financed through dedication ofad valorem taxes for the elderly. 
LIBRARY DEBT SERVICE FIJND The Library Debt Service Fund is used to accumulate monies for the payment of the 1977 bond issue of $2,200,000 for thc purposc of acquiring sties and erecting buildings, including flwniture, fixtures and equipment, for public libraries in Parish. Thc bond issue is financed by a property lax levy. 



ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents Investments Accounts receivable, net Due from other flmds Total assets 

PARISH OF ASCENSION DEBT SERVICE FUND 
COMBINING BALANCE SHEET 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE 

December 31. 1996 
Public Imorovement Bonds 

Sales & Use Tax Sinking. 
$ 

Sales & Use Tax Reserve 
3,643 $ 
204,075 261,484 

East Ascension Drainage Sinking East Ascenskm Drainagr Reser~t. 
5,676 $ 81,550 

207.718 $ 261,484 $ 87.226 $ 
LIABILITIES Deductions from ad valorem taxes Contribution to retirement system $ $ $ $ "Fotal liabilities FUND BALANCE Reserved for debt service Designated - subsequent year expenditures Fund balance Total liabilities and fund balance 

207,718 261,484 
207,718 261.484 

83.626 3.600 87.226 

74,~s0 1,290,155 

207,718 $ 261,484 $ 87,226 $ 1,364705 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 91 



Sale!i & Use Tax No, 2 Sinking_ 
$ 
$ 
592.484 77.110 

General ObliL, ation Debt Sales & Use Tax Council on Aging No. 2 Reserve Sinking Library Fund 

669.594 $ 700,000 $ 
$ $ 
669.59d 
669,594 $ 669,594 $ 

$ 
700,000 
700.000 

- $ 67.400 9700 18,497 214,879 

Totals Memorandum On 

77.100 $ 233,376 $ 

1996 1995 
83,869 $ 3,011,570 214,879 290,885 

258,465 3,596,440 199,124 81.667 3.601.203 $ 4,135.6~6 
$ 7,249 $ 7,249 7r249 7.249 

77,100 25,758 200,369 77.100 226,127 700.000 $ 77,100 $ 233,376 

92 

3,389,985 203,969 3,593,954 

6.736 6,736 
3.602.479 526,481 4.128.960 $ 4,135,696 



REVENUES Taxe+; Act valorem Miscellaneous lnleresl 

PARISH OF ASCENSION DEBT SERVICE FUNDS 
COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 

EXPENDITURES General government Contribution to lefirement system Debt set'. ice Principal retirement lnlerest and bank char~es Bond issue cost "1 oral expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds from long.term debt Proceeds of refunding debt Operating transfers in [-.+~,. Drainage Restricted fund Sales & Use Tax Fund Sales & Use Tax Reserve l:und Council on Aging lund Sales & Use "lax District No. 2 Fund Payment Io refund debt escrow agent Operating transfers out E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund Sales and Use Tax District No. I Fund Sales & Use "1 a'.. Sinking Fund Council on Aging Fund Sales & Use "1 ax District No+ 2 Fund Total other financing sources (uses Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 Public Improvement Bonds Sales & Use Tax Sinking Sales & Use Tax Reserve East Ascension Drainage Sinking 
$ - $ - $ 

East Ascension DrJlnage Resers~ 
3.123 30.268 21.745 84 88 3.123 
625.000 137.507 95.040 857,547 

30.268 21.745 
560.000 709.183 363.902 633.085 

____+.~54~ 30+268 _._ (I.611.340) 
810.000 
734.600 399.599 
(2+163.107) 

777.969 
(30+268) (399,599) 

__ (429.867~ 

0,605.000 1.295.346 
(10,328.461) (21,745) 

84 8~ 

84 88~ 

9 682 

96,455) (399.599) (61,200) (34 795 
661.083 207.718 $ 261.484 $ 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 93 

48.426 1.3995(( 87.226 $ 1.364 7tl~ 



Sales & Use Tax ~ No. 2 Sinking Sales & Use Tax No. 2 Reserve General Oblieation Debt Council on Aging Sinking L~_rary Fund 
$ $ . $ 9.292 18.808 2.522 9.292 

490.000 409.547 
899.547 

__ (880.25~ 

__ (19.29~2 906.033 
25,778 
___.~LS_~ o8~ 

70,000 45.900 

Totals Memorandum On 
216,258 $ 2.078 218,336 
7,249 85,000 15,322 

216.258 $ 182.723 398.98 
7.249 ,930,000 ,317,459 458.942 

1995 
99.355 92.987 392.342 
6,736 .205.000 .399.597 

5.900 207,571 3.713.650 2.611.333 
(113,378~ 

6.400 

3.878 

0.765 (3,314.669~ -- (2.218.99~)_ 
1,295,346 734.601) 399,599 116,401) 925.325 (12.491,568) 

2.779.663 
500 10.765 (535.006) 

643.816 700.000 76.600 215.362 

715.525 
.353,664 65%770 169.200 87,000 843.250 
(85.016) (53,713) (167.499) (I.653) (52.421~ 3.466.107 

4.128.960 2.881.844 $ 669.594 $ 700.000 $ 77,100 $ 226.127 $ 3.593,954 $ 4.128.960 

Exhibit D- 



PARISH OF ASCENSION CAPITAL PROJI,;CTS FUNDS 
I)ARRO~A' COMMUNITY CENTER CAPITAL PROJECT FUNI) The Darrow Conmmnity Center Capital Project Fund is used to account for the flmds provided for the construction of the l)arrow Community Center. EAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE CONSTRUCTION CAPITAL PROJECT FUND 

ROAD i)ROJECTS CAPITAL PROJECT FUN1} 
SE~qgR PROJECT FUN]) The Sewer Project Fund is used to account for construction of a sewer systeln for a portion of the Parish. ItEALTti UNIT CONSTIIUCTION PROJECT FUNI) The Health Unit Construction Project Fund is used to account for the construction of thc Ascension Parish ltealth Unit. 
COUNCIL ON AGING BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FUND Thc Council on Aging Building Construction Fund is used Io account for the construction of lhc bu d ag to be used by lhe Ascension Parish Council on Aging. 
BAYOU TERRACE ROAI) PROJECT The Bayou Terrace Road Project Fund is used to account for the construction of the Bayou Terrace road improvemenl project. 

9:; 



 
PARISIt OF ASCENSION CAPITAL PROJECTS FUND 
COMBINING BALANCE SHEET December 31. 1996 
Darrow East Ascension Communily Drainage Road Sewer _Center Proieet Project Projects _ Project ASSETS Cash and cash equivalents $ Investments Accounts receivable, nel Interest Other Due fiom other governments LA - CDBG Due fi'om other funds Total assets LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE LIABILITIES Accotlnls payable and accrued liabilities Due to other funds Contracts payable Total liabilities FUND BALANCE Designated - subsequent year expenditures Unde.,;ignated Fund balance Total liabilities and fund balance 

$ 

361 $ 
,275 
,500 

83,1 439.1 59 $ 34 257,881 $ 4.462.876 24,984 
1,844~224 03.220 3.136 $ 1.522,293 $ 6,564,981 $ 128,204 

451 $ 2.953 
3.404 
_ 2(L6~ L~bs~ 

$ 85.816 85,816 
436.477 436.477 

61,860 $ 20,042 223,864 285.724 
1,252,528 5.026.729 6,279.257 

20.042 
80,290 27.872 08.162 3.136 $ 1,522,293 $ 6,564,981 $ 128.204 

'Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 96 



Health Unit Const ruction Council On Aging Bayou Terrace Building Road ProjLc_t_ . 
- $ 365,015 

365,015 $ 
$ 

360,000 5.015 365,015 

Totals (Memorandum Only)_ 1996 1995 
$ $ 08,832 

08.832 $ 
456 $ 
456 
107.376 !02 3=2~76 $ 365,015 $ 08,832 $ 

58.785 

341,401 $ 6.400,841 2,015,039 9,911,003 1,752 ,275 
2.107,729 304,14 158,785 $ 8,851,246 $ 12,231r935 

7,955 $ 30.373 148,328 
0,457 10,457 

201,764 $ 201,119 2,953 340,053 1,068,467 544,770 
1,692,818 6.613,658 

1,269,586_ 
5,145,140 5,817~210 8,_306,476 ~ 10,962,350 58,785 $ 8.851,246 $ 12,231.935 



REVENUES lnter~,overnmental Charges for services Miscellaneous Totalrevenues EXPENDITURES Public works Capital projects Total expenditures 

PARISH OF ASCENSION CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS 
COMBINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES For the year ended December 31, 1996 

Darrow East Ascension Community Drainage Road Sewer Center Proj_ect .. Project Project Project 
9.225 
9,225 
6.183 6.183 

$ $ 26.168 368,826 26.168 
133.878 296.768 1.430.646 

368.826 
4.660.996 4.660.996 2.854 2.854 Ex cess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures _ (6,958) _ (I,304,478) (4,292,170) (12,854) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds from long - term debl Operating transfers in Operating transfers out Total other financing sources (uses) 

5,000 
5,000 

220,000 3,185,949 103,220 
220.000 3.185.949 03.220 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources(uses) (I,958) (1,084,478) (1,106,221) 90,366 FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 690 2,520,955 7,385,478 7.796 $ 1,436,477 $ 6,279,257 $ 108,162 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 98 



Health Unit Construction Council on Aging __ Buildin~g~ Bayou Terrace Road ProjecL 
$ $ $ 21.483 
0.19 0.19 

21.483 
670.932 670,932 

Totals (Memorandum Only) 1996 1995 

601.693 

9,225 516,477 $ 17,857 1(I,050 492.615 525,702 52(I,522 
1,133,878 217,825 6,269,617 6,515~543 601.693 7,403,495 6,733.368 

__ (10.191~ __~_(649,44~. (601.69~~ _ (6.877.793) (6.212,846) 

$ 

95.600 
95.600 

612.150 7,100,000 4,221,919 3,959,610 (56,899) 612,150 (4,221,919) 002,711 
85.409 (649,449) 10,457 (2,655,874) 4,789,865 
279.606 756.825 365,015 $ 107,376 $ 10.962.350 6,172,485 0.457 $ 8,306,476 $ 10.962,350 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION DARROW COMMUNITY CENTER PROJECT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Charges for services Miscellaneous Interest Total revenues EXPENDITURES Capital projects Personnel Utilities Maintenance Insurance Miscellaneous Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 
1996 

Budget_ 
$ 9,100 $ 100 9.200 
9,120 4,500 900 670 7(10 

Aetna Variance - favorable (unfavorab~ 
9,225 $ (125) $ (ioo) 9,225 __. 
9,095 4,888 908 670 622 

25 (388) (8) 78 5,890 16,183 (293) 

1995 Actua 
0.050 1(13 0.153 
8.819 4,412 551 640 1.32o 5.75 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (6,690) (6,958) (268) (5.598) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Recreation Fund Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

5,000 5,000 5.000 
(1,958) $___ {268) (5Q8) 
690 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 100 

2.288 $ 1.69C 



 
PARISH OF' ASCENSION FAST ASCENSION DRAINAGE PROJECT FUND STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES 1N FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest EXPFNDITURES Public works Contract payments Capital outlay - building and land Capital projects Engineer Ivliscellaneous Total expenditures 

For the ",,ear ended December 3 I, 1996 
1996 

Budget _-- 
$ 

Actua Variance - favorable _~favorable) 
00.000 $ 126, t68 $ 
,204,130 1,133,878 
334,500 34.000 1,572,630 

263,022 33.746 430.646 

1995 Aelua 
26A68 $ 115,917 
70,252 
71,478 254 41.984 

203,825 14.0D0 78.538 ~71 296.733 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expend itures ( 1,472,630) ( 1,304,478) 168,152 ( 180, g 16 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in E.A. Drainage Restricted Fund Excess of revenues; over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 

220.000 220,000 
(1,084,478) 
2.520,955 $ 1,436.477 
$ 168,152 (180.816 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement. 101 
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PARISH OF ASCENSION ROAD PROJECT FUND STATEMI'NT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAI' BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous |lrterest EXPENDITURES Capital projects Contract payments Professional Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

Budg~ Actua 
225,000 $ 368,826 
4,350,000 538,000 4,888.000 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable)-- 1995 Aetu~ 
43,826 $ 353,39 

4,160,539 189,461 500,457 37,543 4.660.996 227,004 Excess(deficiency)ofrevenues over expenditures __ (4,663,000~. (4,292,170) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Proceeds from long - term debt Operating transfers in Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Sales & Use "fax District No. 2 Fund Tolal financing sources (uses) Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sources (uses) FUND BALANCE Beginning of year F.nd of year 

1,531,600 1.327,700 1,739,795 1 A46.154 
370.830 
208,195 (I 18,45~ 2,859,300 3,185,949 (326,649) 

4,941,556 1.040,55-1 5.982 
_ (5,6282L~) 
6,300,000 2,321,967 1,102,644 9.724,6 

(1,106,221) $ 697,479 4,095,893 
7,385,478 $ 6,279,257 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral parl of this statement 102 

3.289,58( $ 7,385,478 



PARISH OF ASCENSION SEWER PROJECT FUND 
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Intergovernmental LA Community Develop Block G EXPENDITURES Capital projects Contract payments Administration fees Engineer Miscellaneous Total expenditures 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 
1996 

Bu d~ge_t __ 
rant $ - $ 

26,85(I 3,220 10,000 650 

Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 1995 Aetua 
$ $ 17,857 

3,220 9,000 634 
26,850 1,000 16 40.720 12,854 27,866 

(5Cff 
73(, 23( 

E~cess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (40,720) (12,854) 27,866 17,622 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Sales and Use Tax District No. 1 Fund _1_03~2220__ Excess of revenues over expenditures and other sonrces (uses) FUND BALANCE: Beginning of year End of year 

03.220 
$ 62,500 90,366 $ 27,866 17.6:72 

7.796 08,162 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statemen 103 

$ 17,796 



 
PARISH OF' ASCENSION HEALTH UNIT CONSTRUCTION FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGFT (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURES Capital projects Landscape and architectura Equipment Contract payments Miscellaneous Total expenditures E~,:cess expenditures over revenues 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 
1996 

Budg~L Actua Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
4,700 $ 4,691 $ 9 5,400 100 4,700 10.19 

(5,400) (1oo) (5,491) 

Exhibit f -b 

1995 Actua 
7,09 11,59 229,52 3.57 251.798 

(4,700) (10,191) (5,491) (251,798) OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) Operating transfers in Health Unit Fund 95,600 95.600 Excess of revenues over expenditures arid other sources (uses) $ 90.900 FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 
85,409 $_,...,~, (5.491) 278.202 
279.606 365,015 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are integral part of this statement. 104 

405 279.606 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION COUNCIL ON AGING BUILDING CONSTRUCTION FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUNI) BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

REVENUES Miscellaneous Interest EXPENDITURES Capital projects Professional Capital outlay - facilities Contract payments Other Total expenditures Excess expenditures over i'evenues 

For the year ended December 3 I, 1996 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Proceeds from long - term debt issued Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures and other sources FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of >,ear 

Budget 
1996 
Actua Variance - favorablc (unfavorable) 
$ 21.483 $ 

20,500 650,000 2.5__00 16,504 652,135 2,293 

Exhibit t -7 

1995 Aetua 
21.483 $ 23.202 
3,996 2,135 207 673.000 670,932 2,068 

(673,000) (649,449) 23,55 

26,134 39.433 810 66.37? 
80( 00( 

(649,449) $ 23.551 756,8.'!5 
756.825 07.376 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are an integral part of this statement 105 

756.825 



 
PARISH OF ASCENSION BAYOU TERRACE ROAD PROJECT FUND 

STATFMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 

EXPENDITURES Capital projects Engineer Contract payments Ivliscellaneous Total expenditures Excess expenditure!; over revenues OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Operating transfers in Sales & Use Tax District No. 1 Fund Excess of other sources over expenditures FUND BALANCF Beginning of year End of year 

For the year ended December 31, 1996 

$ 

$ 

Exhibit I -g 

Budget 
111,600 494,150 6.400 612,150 

Aclua 
111,546 483,738 6.409 601.693 

Variance - favorable (unfavorable) 
54 0,412 
0.457 

(612,150) (601,693) 10,457 
612.150 612,150 

0,457 $ 10,457 
$ 10,457 

Notes on Exhibit A-8 are integral part of this statement 106 



PARISH OF ASCENSION 

GENERAL LONG-TERM I)EBT GROUP OF ACCOUNTS 

This group of accounts is used to account for unmatured general long-term liabilities of tile Parish of Ascension 

107 
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PAR1Stt OF ASCENSION 

SPECIAL INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORTS 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION as of and for the yeal ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued our report thereon dated May 9, 1996. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: 
District Atlomey of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial stal:ements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us. and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of the other auditors. Furthermore, the internal control structure of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented component units listed above was evaluated by other auditors and those reports, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted audiIing standards, GovernmerTt Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial staten~ents are free of material misstatement. 
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The management of the PARISH OF ASCENSION is responsible for establishing arid maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgment~ bx nlanagenlcnt ale requiled to assess the expected belle fits and related costs of iuterna] control slructtJtc policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide managcmct~t with reasonable, bul not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthoriecd use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with managemenl's authorizatior, and :recorded properly to permit the preparalion of general purpose financial statements in accorda~cc with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inade- quate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of polkie~ and procedures may deteriorate. In plaaning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of PARISll OF ASCENSION, for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding' of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressin~ our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters i1~ the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a rela- tively low level the risk that errors and irre~,ularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timcl.x period by employees in the normal course of perforating their assigned functions. We noted no mattcr~ involving the internal control structure and its operations that we considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we noted certain matters involving accounting and financial operational matters tha~ we have reported to the management of PARISH OF ASCENSION in a separate letter dated May 9, 1997. This report is intended for the information of the Council, management and the Legislatixt Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 Certified Public Accountants 



FAULK 
INDEPENI)ENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Pzu'ish Council Donahisonville, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fuhd and account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued our report thereon dated May 9, 1997. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These: financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of the other auditors. Furthemaore, the compliance with laws and regulations of the Ascension Parish LibrarT and the discretely presented component units listed above was evaluated by other auditors arid those reports, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and Office of Management and Bt,dget (OMB) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
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Compliance with laws, reguJations, contracts, and grants applicable to the PARISll O]~ ASCENSION, is the responsibility of the PARISlt OF ASCENSION's management. As part (,i obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of malerial misst~ic- merit, we performed tests of the Parish's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regula~ic, ta~, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statemcnl~ was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
The restllts of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be repollc~t under Government Auditing Standards. 
This report is intended for the infomaation of the Council, management, and the Legislali~ c Auditor. tlowever, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
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FAULK 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON SYSTEMS SURVEY AND COMPLIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE 

Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fu,d and account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in lhe table of contents, and have issued our report thereon dated May 9, 1997. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor tile financial statements of the tbllowing discretely presented component units: 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenly-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These :financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of the otlher auditors. Furthermore, the auditors' reports on the systems survey and compliance questionnaire of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented component units listed above, if an)', can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Wc conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Governmental A,tditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Of/ice of Marmgemenl and Budget (OMB) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
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Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the PARISII OI. ASCENSION, is the responsibility of the PARIStl OF ASCENSION's management. As parl of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of maleria] missl~w- menl, we tested the PARISH OF ASCENSION's responses to the systems survey and compliance questionnaire concerning cerlain provisions of laws and regulations. However, the objcctive of ou~ audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall complia~~c with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests indicate that, with respect to the items tested, the PARIStl ()l~ ASCENSION complied, in all material respects, with the provisions referred to in the precedm~ paragraph. With respect to items not tested, nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the PARISH OF ASCENSION had not complied, in all material respects, with those provisions. 
This report is inlended for the information of the Council, management, and the Legislative Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Certified Public Accountants 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON PARISH SYSTEM OF ROAD TRANSPORTATION 
Honorable President and Members of tile Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonvillc, Louisiana 

District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Courl Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, arid our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amot, nts included, was based on the report of the other auditors. Furthermore, the auditors' reports on parish system of road transportation of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented component units listed above, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. We conducted our attdil in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller of the United States, and Office of Management arid Budget (OMB) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
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Compliance with laws, regulations, contracls, and grants applicable to the Parish of Ascensiorl. it ,,he responsibili~.y of the Parish of Ascension's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assuran~~' about whether lhe financial statements are free of material misstatemenl, we tested the Parish ol Ascension's compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 48:751-760, the Parish Transportation Acl. relaling to the adoption of a parish system of road administration. Howevm, the objective of oul audJ* of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance ~ ith such provisions. Accordingly, we do nol express such an opinion. The resulls of our tests disclosed no instances of material noncompliance with the provisions (,t the Paxish Transportation Act. 
This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and Legislative Audiu,~ However, this report is a mailer of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE USED IN ADMINISTERING FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donah:lsonville, Louisiana 
'We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund altd account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated May 9, 1997. We have also audited thc compliance of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, with requirements applicable to major fedcral assistance programs and have issued our report thereon dated May 9, 1997. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District .Ascension Parish Sheriff .Ascension Parish Clerk of Court .Ascension Parish Assessor .Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board .Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District .Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 .Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the reports of the otlher auditors. Furthermore, the internal control structure used in administering federal financial assistance programs of the Ascension Parish Liblary and the discretely presented component units listed above was evaluated by other auditors and those reports, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Federal assistance of the component units represents 3% of total fi=deral financial assistance. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Governmcm Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Local Governments". Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement and about whether the PARISH OF ASCENSION complied with laws and regulations, noncompliance with which would be material to a major federal financial assistance program. 
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In planning and performing our audit fur the year ended December 31, 1996, we considered tl~c internal control struclure of PARISH OF ASCENSION, in order to determine our auditing, proceduw~ for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the general purpose financial statements of the PARISII OF ASCENSION, and on the compliance of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, with requirements applicable to major programs and to report on the internal control structure in accordance with ()MB Circular A-128. This report addresses our consideration of internal control structure policies aud procedures relevant 1o compliance with requirements applicable to federal financial assistahcc programs. We have addressed internal control structure policies and procedures relevant 1o our audii of the general purpose financial statements in a separate report dated May 9, 1997. 
The management of PARISH OF ASCENSION is responsible for establishing and maintaining an iniernal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable. but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss fi'om unauthorized use or disposition, that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generall5 accepted accounting principles, and that federal financial assistance programs are managed in compliance with applicable laws and regulations. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors, irregularities, or instances of noncompliance may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
For the purpose ofthis report, we have classified the significant intemal control structure policies and procedures used in administering federal financial assistance programs into the followin~ categories: Accounting controls: o o Revenue/receipts Purchases/disbursements Adminislrative controls Political activity Civil rights Cash management Federal financial reports Drug free workplace Allowable costs/cost principles Administrative requirements Specific controls 0 0 0 Eligibility Reporting Cost allocation 

119 



 

For all of the internal control structure categories listed above, we obtained an understanding' of the design of relewmt policies and procedures and detem3ined whether they have been placed it~ operation, and we assessed control risk. During the )'ear ended December 31, 1996, the PARISH OF ASCENSION, expended 92 percent of its total federal financial assistance under major federal financial assistance programs. We performed tests of controls, as required by OMB Circular A-128, to evaluaw the effectiveness of" the design and operation of internal control structure policies and procedures that ~ considered relevant to preventing or detecting material noncompliance with specific requirements. general requirements, and requirements governing claims for advances and reimbursements and amounts claimed or used tor matching that are applicable to each of the PARISH OF ASCENSION's major federal financial assistance programs, which are identified in the accompanying Schedule ot Federal Financial Assistance. Our procedures were less in scope than would be necessary to render an opinion on these internal control structure policies and procedures. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Our consideration of the internal control structure policies and procedures used in administering:, federal financial assistance would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might constitute material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design o~ operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively lm~ level the risk that noncompliance with laws and regulations that would be material to a federal financial assistance program may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in lhc normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the intcrual control structure and its operations that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we noted certain matters involving accounting and finm~cial matters that we have reported to the management of the PARISH OF ASCENSION in a separate letter dated May 9, 1997. This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and the Legislativ( AudilLor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Certified Public Accountants Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
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I"S 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH TttE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements of PARISH OF ASCENSION as of and for the year endcd December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued our report thereon datcd Ma5 t). 1997. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended componcnt unit, nor lhe financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Ascension Parish Communicalion District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 
These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of lhe other auditors. Furthermore, the compliance with the general requirements applicable to feder~d financial assistance programs of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented componerat units listed above was evaluated by other auditors and those reports, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Federal assistance of the component units represent 3% of total federal financial assistance. 
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o Political activity o Civil rights o Cash management o Federal financial reports o Dru~,-free workplace o Allowable cost principles o Administrative requirements 

With respect to the items tested, the results of those procedures disclosed no material instanccs of noncompliance with the requirements listed in tile second paragraph of this report. With respect to items not tested, nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the PARIStt OF ASCENSION had not complied, in all material respects, with those requirements. This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and the Legislativc Auditor. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
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INDEPFNDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO MAJOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements of PARISH OF ASCENSION, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued our report thereon dated May 9. 1997. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defcnder Board Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us, and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of the other auditors. Furthermore, the compliance with the specific requirements applicable to fedc)al financial assistance programs of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented component units fisted above was evaluated by other auditors and those reports, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Federal assistance of the component units represent 3% of total federal financial assistance. 
We have also audited PARISH OF ASCENSION's compliance with the requirements governing types of services allowed or unallowed; eligibility; special reporting requirements; and special tests and provisions that are applicable to each of its major federal financial assistance programs, which are identified in the accompanying Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance, for the year ended December 31, 1996. The management of PARISH OF ASCENSION is responsible f0r PARISIt OF ASCENSION's compliance with those requirements. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on compliance with those requirements based on our audit. 
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We conducted our audit of compliance with those requirements in accordance with general].~ accepted auditing standards; Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Statcs; and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-128, "Audits of State and Lo~d Governments." Those standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the requirements rcferrcd to above occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about PARISH OI: ASCENSION's compliance with those requirements. We believe that our audit provides a rcasonablc basis tbr our opinion. In our opinion, PARISH OF ASCENSION complied, in all material respects, with the requirements governing types of services allowed or unallowed; eligibility; special reportin~ requirements; and special tests and provisions that are applicable to each of its major federal financial assistance programs, for the year ended December 31, 1996. This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and the Legislative Auditor. ttowever, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9. 1997 
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]FAULK 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITlt SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO NONMAJOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TRANSACTIONS 

Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements of PARIStt OF ASCENSION, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents, and have issued our report thereon dated May 9. 1997. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended componcn~ unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service Dist6ct Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 
These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us. and our opinion, insofar as il relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of the other auditors. Furthermore, the compliance with the specific requirements applicable to federal financial assistance programs of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented componcn~ units listed above was evaluated by other auditors and those reports, if any, can be found in thc separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Federal assistance of the component units represent 3~,4 of total federal financial assistance. In connection with our audit of the general purpose financial statements of PARISH OF ASCFNSION and with our consideration of PARISH OF ASCENSION's control structure used Io administer federal financial assistance programs, as required by Office of Management and Bud~,ct Circular A-12g, Audits of State and local governments, we selected certain transactions applicable to certain nonmajor federal financial assistance programs for the year ended December 31, 1996. 
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As required by OMB Circular A-128, we have performed auditing procedures to test compliance with the requirements governing types of services allowed or unallowed and eligibility; thai arc applicable to those transactions. Our procedures were substantially less in scope than an audit, the objective of which is the expression of an opinion on PARISH OF ASCENSION's compliance with these requirements. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. With respect to the ilems tested, the results of those procedures disclosed no material instances of noncompliance with the requirements listed in the preceding paragraph. With respect to items not tested, nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that PARISH OF ASCENSION had not complied, in all material respects, with those requirements. This report is intended for the information of the Council, management, and Legislative Audito~ However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Certified Public Accountants Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
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LLC 
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON S(;HEI)ULE OF FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Honorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville. Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements and the combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements of the PARISH OF ASCENSION, as of and for the year ended December 31,, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated May 9, 1997. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of PARISH OF ASCENSION's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We did not audit the financial statements of the Ascension Parish Library, a blended component unit, nor the financial statements of the following discretely presented component units: 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Thlrd Judicial District Ascension Parish Sheriff Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Ascension Parish Assessor Ascension Parish Court Twenty-Third Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Ascension Parish Communication District East Ascension Hospital Service District West Ascension Hospital Service District Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 2 Ascension Parish Water Works District No. 4 These financial statements were audited by other auditors whose reports have been furnished to us. and our opinion, insofar as it relates to the amounts included for these entities, was based on the report of lhe other auditors. Furthermore, the auditors' reports on the schedule of federal financial assistance of the Ascension Parish Library and the discretely presented component units listed above, if any, can be found in the separately issued financial reports of each such unit. Federal financial assistance of component nnils represents 3% of total federal financial assistance. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards', issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and the provisions of Office of Management and Budget Circular A-128, "Audits of State andLocal Governments." "lhose standards and OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
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assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statemer, t presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial statements of PARISIt OF ASCENSION, taken as a whole. The accompanying Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements. The information in this schedule has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose, combining, individual fund and account groups financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects ira relation Io the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. Federal financial assistante expenditures lotaling $237,009 included in the Schedule have been subjected to the auditing, procedures applied in the audit of the Ascension Parish Sheriff and the District Attorney of thc Twenty-Third Judicial District's financial statements performed by the other auditors whose report on the Schedule of Federal Fin-'mcial Assistance has been furnished to us. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana May 9, 1997 
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FAUL~~ 
(~' lilk, d Puhlic a, li'oullilllllS - lltlMllp~S Cd~i~ors 

ttonorable President and Members of the Ascension Parish Council Donaldsonville, Louisiana 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Parish of Ascension (the Parish) for the year ended December 31, 1996, we considered its internal control structure to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control structure. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal connol structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the Parish's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the financial statements. 
A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the inlemal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the nonnal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all maners in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, none of the observations described in Attachment A are believed to be reportable conditions or material weaknesses. Attachment B recaps the variance between the operating surplus (deficit) budgeted and the actual result. In general, the actual result was a greater operating surplus than anticipated. This report is intended solely for the information and Use of the Parish Counc management, the Louisiana Legislative Audilor, and others within the organization. 

Baton Rouge, l_,ouisiana May 9, 1997 
Certified Public Accountants 
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OPERATIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
COMMITMENTS 

Attachment A 

Observation: The level of complexity of the operation of the activities of the Parish have increased considerably in recent years. A major aspect of this increased complexity has been in the increased obligations - from the perspective of recurring and non-recurring obligations - tbr which Parish resources are committed. These commitments could be recognized in the financial records of tile Parish in a more timely manner. Recommendation: Accordingly, it is our recommendation thai the Parish implement lllc recordalion of accounts payable and encumbrances.. Accounts Payable 
Previously, we have recommended that aceonnls payable be recorded for inclusion (m interim financial statements. We have discussed several considerations associated with entering liabilities into the accounting system prior to payment; however, such obstacles should not be a barrier to the implementation of recording accounts payable in a more timely manner. Additionally, we continue to think that this process will enhance the efficiency of tim accounting process. 
Encumbrances 
Accounting for encumbrances involves the recording of obligations for unspent funds that have been committed by means of purchase orders or executory contracts. As a result, encumbrances are used to reflect committed, but unspent resources, thereby providing a more accurate record of available budgetary authorizations. 
In general, the recognition of accounts payable and encumbrances will result in all appropriate recognition of tlle obligations of the Parish at the earliest opportunity relative to when an obligation is created rather than when a check is written. The upgrading of 'the computer system should improve the efficiency with which these procedures could be implemented. Initially, the effort to record these obligations should center on tile opportunities for easy implementation rather than being concerned with the complexities that impede any implementation. 
Finally, the centralization of responsibility for such recording should result in all individual who is well informed of the status of all major outstanding commitments of the Parish. 
Management re,;ponse,: We concur with the recommendation 



GRANTS Obscrvation: When reviewing grant aclivity, we found thal grant agreements and 1elated essential information were located at three different offices. Furthermore, the coordination of the sharing of information essential to the effective execution of the grant terms was not available to the appropriate individual. 
Additionally, the Parish has cxpericnced difficulty with the external administration of certain grant programs. Recommendation: We recommend that the administrative system for the execution of all aspects of grant adnfinistration be reviewed with the intention of centralizing the coordination of the sharing of information related to all grants received. The development of such a system should include a time line for administration with a clear assignment of responsibility. Timely reporting of compliance and exceptions to senior management will improve grant administration. Obviously, the sharing of information between the grant administrator and the accounting department is paramount. Furthermore, we recommend that the Parish review its ability to administer all grants internally. With the designation of its staff to execute such programs, greater accountability will result relative to the commitment of Parish resources for such programs. Management response: We concur with the recommendation SEWER DISTRICT NO. 6 Observation: During 1996, the Board of Directors of the District continued its active parlicipation with the operation of the sewer plant and financial matters. ]'he transfer of collection responsibility to Parish Water Company has resolved the identification of customers for billings and related collections. On the other hand, collections in 1997 on the few sewerage assessments that had not been designated for legal process has been virtually non-existent with second and third mailings on accounts occuning. However, in general, lhe District has achieved progress during 1996. As of December :tl, 1996, the District still owed the Parish $110,778. The resolution of these issues by the District is essential to repayment of its debt lo the Parish. Recommendation: We issued a letter dated December 2, 1996, that contained an analysis of certain aspects of financial matters concerning the District and ultimately the Parish. Those recommendations included the following matters: 1. tlire an attorney with the appropriate quafifiealions to represent the District. 2. Resolve the outstanding account balances with the members of the Board of Directors. 3. Execute a plan to collect assessments and sewer user fees that are cnrrently oulstanding 4. Resolve the difference in impact fees. 5. Transfer the repossessed lots to the Parish for application of sales proceeds to the debt. 



Altemalively, and subject to approval of the Parisb's attorney, the repossessed lots could bc transferred to ttae Parish for sale or other use, and the remainiog balance due to Ihe Parish eliminaled. In this manner, the Parish will dispose of this mailer, thereby stopping the further use of resources with any resulting collection of funds available to the District for the upgrading of ils system. Management response: We concur with the recommendation DEI'OSITS Observation: Currently the Parish deposits funds into its operating accounts every two to three days. I)eposits are stored in a safe at the Finance Office until delivered to the bank and are in the form of checks. 
Recommendation: We recommend that deposits received be on a daily basis Additionally, we recommend thai the Parish seek to have deposits, where possible, made directly into its accouni by electronic transfers or use of a direcl deposit 1o a lock box monitored by your fiscal agent. 
Management Response: Management stated thal, currently, large deposits are made daily. Also, management slated that all deposits will be made on a daily basis. 

BANK RECONCILIATIONS Observation: Bank reconciliations for bank accounts are prepared on a monthly basis. In some cases, the reconciliation is compleled tour to eight weeks after the bank statement date. RecommcrJdation: We recommend lhat bank reconciliations be completed no later than l hrcc weeks after the bank statement date. Furthermore, the use of an electronic interface between the Parish's fiscal agent and its computer to facilitate tim reconciliation process program should be investigated. The ability to prepare tim reconciliation electronically vcilI be a significant fimc saver. A means of expediting bank reconciliations, as well as to achieve operation efficiency will be for the Parish to make direct deposit of all payroll checks. In this manner numerous steps with the administration of the disbursement of payroll will be eliminated, Management Response: Presently, the Finance Office has initialed steps to have bank reconciliations prepared on a more timely basis. 



FUND DEFICITS 
Observation: Fund deficits of a minor amount were identified in the following fimds ~ Road 1Aghling District No. 4 Fund ~ Dan'ow Community Center Project Fund Recommendation: We recommend that these deficits bc eliminated 

$ 547 $ 268 
Management Response: Management intemts to eliminate the fund deficits by either a reduction in spending or interfund transfers flora the General Fund. FIXED ASSETS 
In 1995, we recommended the Parish adopt a policy to increase the capitalization threshold tbr fixed assets to $1,000. During 1996, the Parish increased the threshold to $500. The policy change resulted in a much improved fixed asset reporting R~r tile year ended December 31, 1996. FIUDGET ADOPTION 
During 1995, the requirements of the Home Rule Charier concerning the enactment of the budget were not complied with. The llome Rule Charter stipulates that the budgets for operating and capilal expenditures be submifted to tile Parish Council al /east seventy- five days prior to the beginning of the fiscal year to which the budgets are applicable and that such budgets be adopted not less than thirty days before the beginning of tile fiscal year. The requirements of the 1 lome Rule Char~cr concerning budgeting were met during 1996 



Fund 

Ascension Parish Council Council Administered Funds For the ),ear ended December 31, 1996 

Road and Bridge IA l)rain~e I!A Major l)rainage West Ascension I)rainagc S&IJ No I S&U No. 2 ]lcahh I.lnil Menial Ileahh Fire l)islrict No I Recreation Road I ighling 0 I Road I ighling #2 Road ),ighting 03 Road IAghting 04 Road l.ightin0 05 Road l.ightin8 #6 Road I ighting #7 Jail la~ officers courl Section 8 }ood Service "[ OtlliSI Cci~tcr Council on Aging FINS Ptescriplion Drug fund Speciat Rc ~,cnuc S&U ]ax No. I Sinking S&II "lax No I Rcscrxc EAI) Sinking lAD Reserve S&U tax No 2 Sinking S&U "1 ax No 2 Reserve Council on Aging Sinking l.ibrar~' Sinking Debt Service l)arrow ('omnlunit) ('enter EA Drahlage project Road Project Sewer Projccl ))eallh Unil Constructkm COA Bldg f.'onslruction Bayou Terrace Project 
r:\1997\1350\schcdulc-r~xl~ 

1996 Operating surplus (deficit) Budget Actual Variance $ (62.827) 

42,851 6.900 (9.320) 

December 31, 1996 Actual Frand balance 66.441 $ 229.268 $ 446.966 28.217 98.032 ,907.008 (27.455) 219.085 56.195 ] 00.032 (25.006) 964.898 (14,374) 15153 I 1.656 3.929 251 (1.468) 22,971 680 (4,273) 
04,124 60,908 (2,853 

234.917 121.682 798.208 36,295 165,585 9.220 87,712 39,524 297548 263,176 923 3.~,16 2,349 (549) 1,732 33,171 725 (21.348) 
6).273 54.008 6.467 

308,650 (399,600) (42,600) (34,800) 25.665 500 (14,075) (156.260) (I.690) (I,252.630) (I,803,700) 62,500 90,900 (673,000) 

(76,455) (399.599) (61,200) (34,795) 25.778 500 10.765 (535,006) 

$ (3.577,620) $ (2,655,874) 

(18,600) 5 113 
24.840 (378.746) 

591.662 881.573 &551,187 171.459 2.194.017 200.325 2.)03.335 722.948 2.519,781 652,785 76.616 116,325 15,343 (547 28.268 256,956 4,0?2 22,291 
117.728 464,997 14.498 
207318 261,484 87,226 ,364,705 669,594 700,000 77,100 226,127 3.593.954 (268 1,436.477 6.279.257 108.162 365,015 107.376 10.457 $ 921.746 $ 8.306.476 


