
 

This report is intended for the information of the St. Martin Parish Clerk o~ Court. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution J~ not ] imited. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana December i] , 1996 

Darnall, Sikes, Kolder, Frederick & Rainey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE ~ AGENCY FL~NDS 
Advance Deposit Fund - This Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to account for advance deposits on suits fi3ed by litigants which are accounted for on the computer system. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 
Registry of Court Fund - The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used to account for funds which have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 
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purpose of:. expressing our opinion oll the general purpose not to provide assulance o11 the internal control structure express such an opinion. financial statements Accordingly, we do and not 
We noted a certain matter involving the internal control structure and ] t s operation that we consider to be a reportable condition under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. 
Inadequate_Secr~cLation of Accountinq Functions Finding Due to the small nun~er of employees, the Clerk of Court did not have adequate ~egregation of functions within the accounting system. Recommendat ion Based upon the size of the operation and the cost-benefit of additional personnel~ it may not be feasible to achieve complete segregation of duties. Response: NO response is considered necessary 
A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation one or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to 6L relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the norma3 course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal, control structure that might be reportable (~onditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportab] e conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. We believe the reportable condition described above is a material weakness. We also noted other matters involving the internal control structure and it s operations that we have reported to the Clerk of Court in a separate letter dated I)ece,Jger 11 , 1996 . 
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ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT St. Martinville, Louisiana General Fund Statement of Expenditures Compared to Budget (GAAP Basis) Year Ended June 30, 1996 With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1995 
Current: Personal services and related benefits Salaries: Clerk Deputy clerks A1 ] owance Clerk supplemental Group insurance Pension Payroll taxes Total personal services and related benefits Operating services: Professional fees Insurance Election expense allowance Postage Marriage License Telephone Ucc Fees Travel Filing fees Repairs and maintenance Refunds - Fees Passport/Notary Total operating services Materials and supplies: office supplies and expense Auto maintenance Dues and subscriptions Total materials and supplies 

1996 Variance Favorable 1995 Budget Actual (Unfavorable) Actual 
$ 55,740 420.000 
112,500 53,520 
$ 46,740 428,287 5,667 9,927 106,093 54,517 912 

$ 55,740 439,890 5.574 I12,666 48,695 570 
_64A~6QO 652,143 ~_17,8831 663,33~ 76,000 I0,000 9,174 18,000 3,500 I0,000 12,000 2,500 10,000 30.000 ___2~ o 0_~0 

86,503 12,605 2,959 15,785 3,444 9,501 10,750 139 9,458 26,967 1,705 

77,411 10,368 2,2]0 15,023 3,586 9,906 11,989 v86 9,903 30,295 11,]7] 1,7v0 _]18~]74 179,816 3,358 184,318 30,000 1,250 ~ o o 26,034 1,116 _ 2,459 ___3~650 29,609 Capital outlay - Office ___~500 Debt service: Principal Total expenditures 66,501 $863,584 $928,069 == == ~==== 

J9 

3,966 134 ___ (59_) _ 4,04! ___2,500 
~66,501) $(64,485) ~~==~=== 

32,325 i,o42 2.344 35,'i]! 1,3[~ 
$884,4(;4 



DARNALL SIKES. KOLr')E:R, FREDERICK & RAINEY (A CORPORATION OF CER] IRED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS) E Larry Slk~ CPA C Budon KoMe. CPA ~ETIR~p Danny P Fredenck. CPA Chris Rainey. Cf'A Eugene H DarnaTI. CPA 1930 Claylon [ Oarn~JI, CPA EuDene H D~n;~l Itl. CPA ~us~ll F Champaone. CPA V~lor R Slaven CPA Lloyd F Dote'. Jr. CPA Paula Ib fibre. CPA Christine L Cousin. CPA 8teph~ie M Nii)oinbolham. CPA Conrad O Chapman, CPA Kalhl~n T DarnaJl. CPA Jenniler S Ziegler, CPA P Troy Couw~e. CPA Stephen R Dibbler, MBA. CPA IDoug~ D Marcan~~l, CPA 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON ANAUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WIT}[ GOVERRM~Yf AUDITING S 

The Honorable A] len Blanchard F,t. Martin Parish Clerk of Court St. Martinville, Louisiana 
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We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. MarLin Parish Clerk of Court, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated December 11, 1996. We conducted standards and Gove our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing ment AuditinqSt~a~dards issued by the Comptroller General oi the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statemezxt~; are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court is the responsibility of the Clerk of Court. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the St. Martin ]Parish Clerk of Court's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts. Bowever, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provis~ons. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
tha the for of 
The results of our tests disclosed the following instances of noncompliance t are required to be reported herein under Government Audit Standards for which ultimate resolution cannot presently be determined. Accordingly, no provision any liability that may result has been recognized in the St. Martin Parish Clerk Court's flnanc~al statements. ce with Louisiana Local Oov Finding The St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court did not comply with certain budget requirements set forth in Louisiana law relating to amending budgets. Louisiana Revised Statutes (LSA-R.S.) 39:1301-1314, known as the Local Government Budget Act, contain various budget requirements for political subdivisions of the state. The Clerk of Court was not in compliance with the following requirement: 

27 
MEMBfR O[ AMERICAN iliFSIITU[E OF C~: R*H FI El) PUBLIC ACCOUt~'l ANI S SOClEIY OF LOUlf~IAtvA CEBTIFtED PUBLIC ACCOU~.rIANIS 



The budget must be amended when expenditures, plus projected expenditures for the remainder of the year, within a fund exceed budgeted expenditures by five percent or more [LSA-R.S. 39:1310 (A) (2)]. The following fund had an unfavorable variance in expenditures of five percent or more: 
General Fund 
Recommendation 

__ }~_udqet Actual Variance Percent $863,584 $928,069 $64,485 7.47% 
The Clerk of Court should ensure that budgets are amended in accordance with the Loca] Government Budget Act. Response The Clerk of Court intends to ensure that future budgets are amended i~ accordance with the Local Government Budget Act. 
State law provides that audited financial statements should be submitted to the state within six (6) months of the (!lose of the entity's fiscal year. The Clerk of Court did not comply with this law, as the deadline for issuance was December 3] , ]996. The present Clerk of Court was sworn into office as of July i, 1996. A.~ ~luch, there was a transition period involved. Also, the Clerk of Court changed auditors and some delay was experienced in getting information from the prior auditors. In addition, during the audit for the year ended June 30, 1996, it wa.~ determined that the. prior financial statements (year ended June 30, 1995) should be restated. The Clerk of Court was then informed that the prior auditor was going t o reissue these financial statements. Therefore, the June 30, 1996 audit report wa.~ delayed until the reissued audit report (year ended June 30, 1995) was finalized {March 25, 1997). P.e commendat ion The Clerk of Court should ensure that the annual audited financial statements are submitted within six (6) months of the close of the fiscal year. Response The Clerk of Court fully intends to comply with state law regarding the Jssuance of annual audited financial statements. Finding The Clerk of Court did not comply with a certain asset management ] aw. Louisiana Revised Statutes (LSA-R.S.) 24:515(B) (I) requires that records of a]] general fixed assets be maintained. The records shall include the date of purchase, initial cost and a description of the property. The Clerk of Court did not have :~uch records. 
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Recommendation The Clerk of Court should ensure that general fixed asset records are maintained in accordance with LSA-R.S. 24:515(B)(I). Response The Clerk of Court intends on preparing a general fixed asset listing in accordance with state law. We considered these instances of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court's general purpose financial statements are presented fairly, in all material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated December II, 1996, on those general purpose financial statements. Except as noted above, the results of noncompliance that are required to Standards. of our test disclosed no other instances be reported under Government AuditJ~ 
This report is intended for the information of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution 5s not limited. 

~Lreaux Bridge, Louisiana December :L1, 1996 

Darnall. Sikes. Kolder. Frederick & Rai,ey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON ;LN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

The Honorable Allen Blanchard St. Martin Parish Clerk o~ Court St. Martinville, Louisiana 
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We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the St. Mart~n Parish Clerk of Court, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated December i], I996. We have conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditinq S t~ndards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by the Clerk of Court are required to assess the expected benefits arld related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. ~Bhe objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management wi th reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management' s authorization and recorded properly to permit thE! i)reparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods i~; .,~ubject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court, for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect Lo the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design o~ relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the 
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ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT St. Ma~:tlnville, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
of S As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, a Clerk of Court serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts, and shall have other duties and powers provided by law. A Clerk of Court is elected for a term of four years. The accounting and reporting policies of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court (Clerk of Court) conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governments. Such accounting and reporting procedures also conform to the industry audit guide, Audits of State and Local Governmental Units. The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies A. Financial ReDortinq Entity These general purpose financial statements only include funds, accounts groups, activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the Clerk of Court as an independently elected parish official. AS an independently elected official, the Clerk of Court is responsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring or retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Other than certain operating expenditures of the Clerk's office that are paid or provided by the Parish Government as required by Louisiana law, the Clerk of Court is financially independent. In addition, at the expiration of the Clerk of Court's term of office, the Clerk is required to remit to the Parish Government any balance in the Clerk's General (Salary) Fund that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the last year of the term in office. 

B. Fund Accountinq The accounts of the Clerk of Court are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The c~erations of each fund are accounted for with a separate s~t of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. 
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DARNALL, SIKES, KOLDER, FREDERICK & RAINEY 
R EnRED Eugene H Damall, CPA 1990 

Mr. Allen Blanchard, St. St. Martin Parish C]erk of Court St. Martinville, Louisiana 

(A CORPORATION OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACOOUNTANTS) 

MANAGEMENT LETTER 
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During our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, we noted certain areas in which improvemeLLts may be desirable. 1 
2 
The cashing of personal checks from cash on hand at the Clerks office should not be allowed. Regarding the Advance Deposit Fund (agency fund), the following items are suggested: a 
b) c) 

Regarding the large number of old outstanding checks, measures should b{~ taken to determine whether these checks will be cashed or not. If they ale not going to be cashed, they should be voided and the money shou]d be remitted to the proper agency. The subsidiary should be reconciled monthly (in total) to the cash balance An accurate maintained at listing of Jnvestments/certiflcates of deposit should be all times. 3) Annual vacations should be required of all persons handling cash 4 A fixed asset [Listing needs to be prepared, to include descriptions and do]]ar amounts. A.~;sets should also be tagged and a capitalization policy should be adopted. 5) All cash accounts should be reconciled monthly and timely We would like to express our appreciation to you and your office staff for the courtesie:~ and assistance rendered to us. Should you have any questions or need assi.~:tance in implementing our recommendations, please feel free to contact us. 
Breaux Bridge, Louisiana December iI. 1996 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

The Honorable Allen Blanchard St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court E;t. Martinville, Louisiana 
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We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the ~(~t. Martin Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended June 3(I, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court. Our responsibility ~s to express an opinion on these genera] purpose financial statements based on our audit. The financial statements of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1995 were audited by other auditors, whose report dated Dece~leI 21, 1995 (except for Note N of theiz report, as to which the date is December 2, [[996), expressed an unqualified opinion on those statements. Except as discussed in the following paragraph, we conducted our audit i} accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Audit~ Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the genera3 purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessincj the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the St ~4artin Pari~h Clerk of Court, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Because of the inadequacy of accounting records for the years ended prio} to June 30, 3996, we were unable to form an opinion regarding the amounts at which general fixed assP-ts are recorded in the accompanying balance sheet at June 30, 3996 (stated at $136,574). In our opinion, except for the adjustments, if any, as might have beez~ determined to be necessary had prior-year records concerning general fixed assets been ade~zate, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
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In accordance with GovernmentA_ud~itinq standards, we have also issued repolts dated D~ce~er ii , 1996 on our con~;ideration of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court's internal control structure and on its compliance with laws and regulations. Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements taken as a whole. The financial information listed as "Supplemental Information" in the table of contents is preaented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court. Sucb information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

Breaux Bridge, Louisiana December Ii, 1996 

Darnall, Sikes, Kolder, Frederick & Rainey A Corporation of Certified Public Accountants 
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ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT St. Mart~nville. Louisiana Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual - Governmental Fund Type - General Fund Year Ended June 30, 1996 With Co~~arative Actual Amounts for Year Ended June 30, 1995 

Revenues: Licenses and permits Fees, charges, and commissions for services - Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Fees for certified copies Use of money and property - interest earnings Other revenue Total revenues Expenditures: Current - Personal serviees and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Capita]. outlay Debt service Total expenditures 

2996 Variance - Favorable 1995 _ B_g~t_~ Actual (Unf avorable~ Actual 
$ "7,500 $ 6,988 $ (812 
625,500 702,332 195 42 OOO 000 5,000 ___ 9~o0_00 884 000 
644,260 183,~74 33,650 2.500 

211,528 59,402 5,494 9,927 995,671 
652,143 179,816 29,609 66,501 __8_6~584. 928,069 

76,832 16,528 17.402 494 927 ]11,671 
(7,883) 3,358 4,041 2,500 ~66,501) _(64,485) Excess of reven~aes over expenditures 20,416 67,602 47, ~86 Fund balance, beginning of year _._'2~55~491 _ 29,491 Fund balance, end of year $ 45,907 $ 93,093 =~===~== $ 47,186 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

634.441 191,527 4].688 4,968 9,000 888,999 
663,135 184,318 35,731 1.300 884,46~ 
4,535 20,95__6 $ 25,491 ==~=~~~~ 



ASSETS 

ST. MARTIN pARISH CLERK OF COURT St. Martinville, Louisiana General Fund 

Clash Interest-bearing deposits Receivables: Accounts receivable Accrued interest Total assets 

Comparative Balance Sheet June 30, 1996 and 1995 

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE Liabilities: Accounts payable Fund balance: Unreserved and undesignated Total liabilities and fund balance 

17 

1996 1995 
$52 i0 050 000 32,379 137 $94,566 ==~==== 

$ s i0 063 00(] 26,719 
$44,780 

$ ],473 $19,289 
93,093 25,491 $94,566 $44,780 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT St. Mart~nville, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 
Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The funds presented in the financial statements are described as follows: Governmental Fund General Fund The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fLuld of the Clerk of Court and is used to account for the operations of the Clerk of Court's office. The various fees and charges due to the Clerk of Court's office are accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. Fiduciary Funds Agency Funds The Advance Deposit and account for assets held as an Registry of Court Funds are used to agent for individuals, etc. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. C. Basis of Accountin~ Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. Tihe Clerk of Court's records are maintained on a cash basis of accounting. However, the funds as reported in the accompanying financial statements have been converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting utl]izing the following practices: 



Revenues 

ST. MARTIN PAP~ISH CLERK OF COURT St. Mart~nville, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 
Recordings, cancellations, mortgage certificates, certified copies, court attendanoe, &~uits and successions, interest earned on interest-bearing deposits, and criminal costs are recorded in the year in which they are earned. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received Expendi tures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accountiDg when the related fund liability is incurred, except for principal and interest on general long-term debt (capitalized leases), which is recognized when due. D. Budaetarv Accountina A budget for the General Fund is prepared on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally prepared or as amended by the Clerk of Court. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year. E. Fixed Assets and Lone-Term Obliaations Fixed assets used Jn governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in the General Fund. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at h~storJcal oost or estimated historical cost if historical cost is not available. Estimated amounts are immaterial in relation to total fixed assets. Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group, not in thE! General Fund. The two account groups are not funds. They are concerned only with the measurement of financial position, not with measurement of results of operations. F. Interest-Bearin~ Denosits Interest-bearing deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. 



G. Bad Debts 

ST. MARTIN pARISH CLERK OF COURT St. Martinville, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
Uncollectible amounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts by direct write-off at the time information becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the particular receivable. Although the specific charge-off method is not in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) , no allowance for uncollectible accounts receivable was made due to immateriality at. June 30, 1996. H~ Vacation and Sick Leave Employees of the Clerk of Court's office earn I0 to 20 days of vacation, depending on length of service, and i0 days of sick leave each year. Vacation leave must be used in the year earned; unused vacation leave may be converted to sick leave at year end. sick leave may be accumulated but is not paid upon termination. At June 30, 1996, the Clerk of Court has no accumulated leave benefits required to be reported in accordance with GASB Statement No. 16, "Accounting for Con~ensated Absences." I. Encumbrances Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not e~)loyed by the Clerk of Court as an extension of formal budgetary integration in the funds. J. Total Columns on Combined Balance Sheets - Overview Total columns on the Combined Balance Sheets - Overview are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. K. A__d~)tion of GASB Statement No. 27 During the year ended June 30, Clerk adopted GASB Statement No. 27 State and Local Government Employees 1996, the St. Martin Parish Accountina for PensJ ons bv Although this statement is effective for periods beginning after June 15, 1997, the Governmental Accounting Board is encouraging early implementation. 



ST. MARTIN PAI~ISH CLERK OF COURT St. Martinville. Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
L. Prior Year Reclassification Certain previously reported amounts have been reclassified to enhance comparability with 1996 report classifications. 
Ca.~h and Interest-BearJn~ DePosit Under state law, the Clerk of Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank located in the parish or congressional district that is organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union, or the laws of the United States. The Clerk of Court may also invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At June 30, 1996, the Clerk of Court has cash and interest-bearing (book balances) totaling $2,033,606 as follows: Demand deposJ ts Time deposits Total 

$ 147,576 1,886,030 $2,033,606 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximate market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank, The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of the pledging bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. Deposit balences (bank balances) at June 30, 1996 are secured as follows: Bank balances 
Federal deposit insurance Pledged securities (category 3) Total 

$2,115,610 
$ 306,883 2 567 9~95"< $2,874,840 ~~====~ Pledged securities in Category 3 includes uninsured or unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker or dealer, or by its trust department or agent, but not in the Clerk of Court's name. Eventhough the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 

i0 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT St. MartJnvill~, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
3) Louisiana Revised Statute 39:3.229 impoges a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified by the Clerk of Court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
Oha~aes in General Fixed Asset A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Balance, June 30, 1995 Additions Deletions Balance, June 30, 1996 
4) Pension Plan 

Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment $136,559 1,131 (1,116 $136,574 
Plan De~~cription. The St. Martin Cle~k of Court contributes to the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (Retirement System) , a cost-sharing multiple employer defined benefit pension plan administered by the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, a publie corporation created in accordance with the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 11:1501 - 1540 to provide retirement, disability and survivor benefits to members throughout the State of Louisiana. The Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund issues a publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary information. That report may be obtained by writing to the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Ave., Suite B-l, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816. Funding Policy. Plan members are required to contribute 8.25% of their annual covered salary and the St Martin Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 11.5% of annual covered payroll. The contl?ibution requirements of plan men,hers and the St. Martin Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by the Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund. The St. Martin Clerk of Court's contributions to the Retirement System for the years ended June 30, 1996, 1995 and 1994 were $54,5]7, $48,695 and $42,478 respectively. 
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ST. MARTIN pAI~ISH CLERK OF COURT St. Martlnville, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
lance A summary of changes in a<jency fund unsettled deposits for the year ended June 30, 3996 follows: 

Balance, June 30, 1995 Additions Deletions Balance, June 30, 1996 

1996 
se 

Advance _Deposit Registry of Court Total 
$ 199,451 $ 850,983 $I,050,434 857,419 _(835,100 $ 221,770 ========= 

942,919 (42,87~) $1,751,030 ========== 
The clerk had the following outstanding lease agreements at 
pescriRtion 
Computer equipment Vehicle Xerox machine Xerox machine 

Te_r!_n 
4 yr~~: 1 yr 1 yr 1 yr 

Expiration Date 
10/96 10/96 11/96 12/96 

1,800,338 (877,972 $1,972,800 

Monthly Lease Amount 
$2,863 493 270 6]5 

The minimum future payments for these arrangements are as follows 
]997 Total $38,462 
All of these operating leases expire in 1996. New leases were negotiated with varying terms, expiration dates, and lease amounts. 
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ST, MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT St. Martinville, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 
Liti a There is no litigation pending against the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court's office at June 30, 1996. 
it res of the Clerk of d by the Par The Clerk's office is located in the St. Martin Parish Courthouse. The upkeep and maintenance of the courthouse is paid by the St. Martin Parish Government. These expenditures are not reflected in the accompanyi n~3 financial statements. 

Risk Mana~emqI~t The Clerk is exposed to risks of loss in the areas of general and auto liability and workers' compensation. Those risks are handled by purchasing commercJal insurance. There have been no significant reductions in insurance coverage dur:[ng the current fiscal year. 
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SCHE'DULES OF INDIVIDUAl, FUNDS 
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GENERAL FUND 
To account for resources traditionally associated with governments which are ~Lot required to be accounted for in another fund. 
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