
 

THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND 

ASSETS Cash and equivalents Receivables - court costs TOTAL ASSETS 

Balance Sheet, December 31, 1996 

LIABILITIES ANI) FUND EQUITY Liabilities - accounts payable Ftmd eqaily - fired balance - unreserved - undesignatext TOTAL LIABIIJTIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Tile accompanying notes are an integral part of this statelnent 

Statement A 

$110,233 2.244 $112,477_ 
$161 112.316 



 

MEMBER AMERIC~LH NSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOiJ NTANTS ~IEI"y OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOU NTANT6 
PRAC'I"ICIE LIMITED "lrO GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTI NG~ AUDITING 

WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 7| 29'J PHONE: 3 | B.3;15.2 | 2 I TOLL FREE LOUISIANA 1.800.541.5020 FA x 318.324,1630 

Independent Auditor's Report 
THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOAR]) Cameron, Louisiana I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Tllilly-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, a component unit of Cameron Parish Police Jory, as of December 31, 1996, and for tile year then ended, as listed in the table of eoutents. These general puq)ose financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on my audit. 
I conducted my aodit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Slates. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporling the aulonnls and disclosures in Ihe general purpose financial slatemeuls. An attdil also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating lhe overall financial statement presentation, l believe that nay audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 
In my opinion, the general purpose financial statemeuts referred to in the firs! paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Thirty- Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued reports dated March 24, 1997, on the Thirty-Eightll Judicial District Indigent Defender Boatzl's compliance with laws, regulations and contracts and my consideration of the agency's interoal control strnctore. 
West,~ 1~--''''''~OnrOe LOluslana March 24, 1997 
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Independent Auditor's Reports Required by Government Auditing Standards 
The following independent auditor's repoJls on compliance and internal control are presented in compliance with the requirements of Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the Unitexl States, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of Ixmisiana Cerlifiexl Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana 

Independent Auditor's Report 
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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Overview) 



CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

MEMBER AMERICAN PUBLIC ACCOUNTANY6 S~IETY ~F LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PU Bl.IC ACCOU NTANTB 
PRACTICE Lli~ITED TO GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING~ AUDITING 

WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 71291 PHONE 318.325.2121 TOLL FREE LOUll;IANA 1,800.541,50:20 FAX 318.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure 
THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER t~OARD Cameron, Louisiana I have audited tile general purpose financial statements of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial Dislrict Indigent Defender Board, a componenl unit of Cameron Parish Police Jnry, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued my rcpota thereon dated March 24. 1997. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally acceptc~l auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of Ilia Untied States. Those standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial stalemenls are free of material misstatement. 
The managenrent of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is reslxmsible for establishing and maintaining an inten~al control sl~a~ct~wc. In fidfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of hltemal control stnlcture policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safegnardezl against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with mauagemenl's authorization and rez~orded p~perly to permit the preparation of ganelzl purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounling principles. Because of inherent limilations in any inlenml conlrol stnJclnre, an'ors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. ALso, projection of any evalualion of lhe stnlcture to fllture periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that tile effectiveness of (Ira design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control StnDcture December 31, 1996 
This report is intended for the information of members of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. This is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a mailer of public record. / 
"Wesl Monroe, Louisiana March 24, 1997 
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THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENI)ER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana Notes 1o lhe Financial Statements (Continued) 
Expenditura~ Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrua basis of accounting when the related fnnd liability is incnrred. 
E. CASH 
Under state law, the indigent defender board may deposit flmds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the Stale of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of the United States. The board may invest in certificates and lime deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Lonisiana. At December 31, 1996, the board has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $110,233, as follows: Demand deposits Time deposits $30,233 80.000 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, or the resulting bank balanc~es, must be secured by federal deposit insnrance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at December 31, 1996, are secured as 
Bank balances Federal deposit insurance Pledged secnrities (uncollateralized) 

~113.062 $113,062 52.406 
Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank rather than the name of the dislrict, they are considered nncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to adve~lise and sell the pledged seo~rities within 10 days of being notified by the board that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. ~9- 



 

THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance For the Year Ended December 31, 1996 
REVENUES Courl costs on titles and forfeitures l_xmisiana Indigent Defender Board grant Use of money and property - interest earned Total revenues EXPENDITURES Current - general government - judicial: Personal services and related benefits - attorney salaries Operating services - accounting and auditing Total expenditures EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 
FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

Statement B 

$85,591 16,882 4,538 107.011 
68,464 1.935 70.399 
36,612 
75.704 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Calnel'~.)rl, Louisiana Iudependenl Auditor's Report on Internal Control Stnlcture December 31. 1996 
In planning and performing my audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Thirly-Eighlh Jl~dicial Dislric! Indigent Defender Board for the year ended December 31, 1996, I obtained an nnderslanding of the internal control stn~cture. With respect to the internal control structure, I obtained an tmderstanding of/he design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose t~t" expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on lhc internal control structure. Accordingly, I do not express snch an opinion. I noted a certain matter involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be a reporlable condition under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating to significan! deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control stnlcture that, in nay judgment, couhl adversely affect the board's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consislcnl with lhe assertions of management in the general purpose financial slatements. All accounting fimctions of the board, i.e., depositing and posting receipts and preparing, posting and issuing checks are performed by one individual. Such flmctions are not compatible and should be performed by separate individuals. However, because of the size of the board and its limited revenues, it is not economically feasible to correct this deficiency. 
A malerial weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or opcralion of one or more of Ihc internal control stnlcture elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors o1" irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statemcnls being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned flmctions. 
My consideration of the internal control stn~cture would not necessarily disclose all matters in the inlcmal conlrol stn~clure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reporlable conditions that are also considered material weaknesses as defined above. However, I do m~! consider the reportable condition described above to be a material weakness. 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana Independent Auditor's Reporl oll Compliance, Etc. December 31, 1996 
This rel)orl is intended for tile infonnalion of members of tile Thilay-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. "I]lis is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public rccord. 
West Monroe, Louisiana March :24, 1997 
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MEMBER AMERICAN NSTITUT~ OF ~ERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS S~IETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT6 PRACTICE LIMITED TO GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING, AUDITING 

WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 71291 PHONE 318.325.2121 TOLL FREE LOUISIANA 1.800.541,5020 FAX 318.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's Report oil Compliance With Laws, Regulations and Contracts 
THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, l~,uisiana 
I have andiled tile general purpose financial statements of tile Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, a component unit of Cameron Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued my repoll thereon dated March 24, 1997. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the Louisiana GovelTimental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Pablic Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform tile audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general 1)urpose financial s{atelnents are frec of material misstatemenl. 
Compliance with laws, regulations and contracts applicable to tile Thirly-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is the responsibilily of the board's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tile general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatemenl, I performed tests of lhc Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's compliance with eerlain provisions of laws, regulations and contracts. However, the objective of my an(lit of lhe general puq~ose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall eompliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express stlch an opinion. 
The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that arc required to he reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

12 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENI)ER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana Notes lo tile Financial Slatements (Continued) 
and sell the pledgext securities within 10 days of being notifiext by tile board that tile fisca agent has fail~ to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
VACATION AND SICK LEAVE Tile indigent defender board has no employees; therefore, no vacation and sick eave policy is required. 

INDIGENT I)EFENDER ATTORNEY As provided by Louisiana Statutes 15:145(b)(3), the indigen| defender board entered into an agreement with an attorney to provide legal representation to indigents in the Thirty-Eighth Judicial Dislricl. The agreement provides for a monfldy salary of $3,500 provided funds are available to pay this amount. If monthly conrl cost collections are not sufficient to pay the fnll salary amoun|, the contracl may be terminated. The maximum amount that the attorney will be paid during a year will not exceed $42,000. 
I ,ITIGATION ~ ~d December 31, 1996, the indigent defender board is not involved in any litigation nor is it aware of any unasserted claims. 

10- 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
C. GENERAL FIXED ASSETS AND LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 
The indigent defender board has no fixed assets or long-tern1 obligations at December 31. 1996. 

1). BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 
The financial reporting treatment applied to a fired is determined by its measurement focus. All govenunental fimds are accounted for using a current financial reso/lrces rneasurelnent focLis. With this lneasurenrent focus, only cnrrenl assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net cnrrent assets. 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governmental and tiduciary fired types. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be detemfinexl and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The board uses the following practices in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: Revenues 
Court costs on fines and forfeitures imposed by the district are recorded in tire year lhey are collected by the lax collector. 
Grant flmds are recorded when the indigent defender board is entilled to the fimds. 
Interest income on interest bearing delnand deposits is recorded at the end of tire month when credited by tire bank. Interest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the interest is available. Based on the above criteria, court costs on fines and forfeitures are treated as susceptible to accnml. 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
2 Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting nmjority bu| are fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Board members are appointed by the district judge. However, the police jury is ultimately responsible for the fiscal operations of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial District cotul system, which inclndes the Indigent Defender Board. Further, because of this relationship, the police jury's primary government financial statements would be misleading without itlclusiou of the board's financial statements. Therefore, the indigenl defender board is considered a component unit of the parish reporting entity. 

B. FUND ACCOUNTING 
The board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial managenrent by segregating transactions related to certain governmental flmclions or aclivities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that are not recorded in the "funds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. They are concerned only with the measuremenl of financial position, not with the measurement of results of operations. 
Fnnds are classified into three categories; govennnental, proprietary, and fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Governmenlal fimds are used to account for a govenunent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary fimds where the focus of attention is on recovering the cost of providing service to the public or other agencies through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to accotml for assets held for others. The board's current operations require the use of only a governmental fund (General Fund). The General Fund is the general operating fired of the indigent defender board and accounts for all of its financial resources. 



THIRTY-EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD Cameron. Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 1996 
SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The Thirty-Eighth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is established in compliance with Louisiana Revisexl Statutes 15:144-149 to provide and compensate cotmsel appoinlexl to represcnt indigenls in criminal and quasi-criminal cases on the district court level. The judicial district encompasscs the parish of Cameron, Louisiana. The indigent defender board is composed of three members who arc appointed by the district court. The board members serve without compensation. 
A. REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Cameron Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Calneron Parish. The financial l'eporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and ~ other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such thai exclusion would cause the reporting entiiy's financial slatenlenls lo be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards t~oard (GASB) Statelnent No. 14 established criteria for determining which component traits should be considered part of/lie Cameron Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component trait within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body and: 

a 
b 
The ability of the police jury to impose its will on flint organization and/or; 
The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdeus on the police jury. 


