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Harvey Marcus, CYA John Robinson, CPA Doyle Hasse/l, CPA 

MARCUS, ROBINSON and HASSELL CERTIFIE~ PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P, O. BOX 2895 TELEPHONE 322-8106 MONROE, LOUISIANA 71207-2896 

The Honorable Clifton McIntosh, Mayor Members of the Board of Aldermen Town of Bernice, Louisiana 

MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the Town of Bernice, as of and for the year ended Dec, ember 31, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These general-purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Town of Bernice's, management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general- purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Anditin~ Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are flee of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general-purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Town of Bernice, as of December 31, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accotmting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated April 23, 1998, on our consideration of the Town of Bernice's internal control over financial reporting end our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements of the Town of Bernice, taken as a whole. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards is presented for purposes of additional analysis as required by U.S. Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133, Audlls of States. Local Governments. and Non-Profit: Or~'anizations, and is not a required part of the gcncral.parpose financial statements Also, the supplemental schedules listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general-purpose financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects, in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
MARCUS, ROBINSON & HASSELL Monroe, Louisiana April 23, 1998 
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Fines Licenses Tobacco & Beverage Tax Fees - Louisiana Power & Light Fees - Arkla Gas Ad Valorem Taxes State Revenue Sharing Cable "IV Franchise Fee Miscellaneous Sanitation Fee Income Building Permits Rent Income Lots Sold Sales Tax Interest Income Federal Grants State Ca ants 
EXPENDITDRES Administrative Public Safety Streets and Sanitation General 

Operating Transfers In: Operating Transfers out: 

14,000 40,000 10,000 23,000 10,000 17,000 1,800 7,000 1,300 33,000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 157,100 
26,197 135,000 65,403 103,200 0 329.800 

6,428 38,422 10,874 20,901 5,440 20,371 1,635 5,323 1,614 33,970 150 6,000 564 0 0 4.174 25.000 180.866 
29,201 134,136 65,272 105,228 60,826. 394,663 

VARIABLE FAVORABLE 
(7,572) (1,578) 874 (2,099) (4,560) 3,371 (165) (1,677) 314 970 150 6,000 564 0 0 4,174 25.000 23,766 
(3,004) 864 131 (2,028) (60,826) (64.863) 

(172,700) (213,797) (41,097) 
170,000 0 170,000 

215,000 0 215,000 
(2.700) 1,203 
13,135 . 10,435 See Aecompanying Notes 7 

13.135 14,338 

45,000 0 45,000 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



A summary of caanges in general fLxed assets: 
Balance 1-1-97 Current Additions Current Deletions Balance 12-31-97 
The 1% sales tax was increased to 2% effective October 1, 1988 

1,185,324 410,594 0 
1,595,918 

The proceeds of this tax to be dedicated and used for the purpose of acquiring, constructing, improving, maintaining, and operating fire protection facilities, purchasing fire trucks, ambulance, rescue vehicles, or other fire fi ,ghtmg, ambulance and/or rescue equipment: or for one or more of said purposes including the supplementing of the general revenues, said tax to be subject to funding into funds by the Town for the purpose of making capital improvement to the extent and in the manner permitted by the laws of Louisiana should such become necessary. 
The Town attorney has advised that there is no pending litigation against the Town. 
All employees of the Town of Bernice are members of the Social Security System. The Town contributed $18,688 as the employer's portion. 
NAME Clifton MeIntosh 
Minor S. Patton 
Oliver Gene Ten-all 
Rhodell Montgomery 

POSITRON Mayor 
Chief-of Police Alderman District 1 
Alderman District 2 

ADDRESS P. 0. Box 63 Bernice, LA 71222 SALARY 9,600 
TERM EXPIRES 12/31/98 

P. 0. Box 86 18,600 12/31/98 Bernice, LA 71222 197 Holley 1,200 12/31/98 Bernice, LA 71222 
P. 0. Box 273 1,200 12/31/98 Bernice, LA 71222 17 



 



Harvey Marcus, CPA John Robinson, CPA Doyle Hassell, CPA 

MARCUS, ROBINSON and HASSELL CERTIF{ED PUBLIC ACCOUNT~,NTS P. O. EO\ 25'm TELEPHONE 322 $106 MONROE, LOUISIANA 7J207-2896 MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ~. i OL ~IT ~NTS SOCIETY 01" L~qL"~I ~\A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ~ ( c)' N rANTS 

The Honorable Clifton Melntosh, Mayor Members of the Board of Aldermen Town of Bernice, Louisiana We have audited the financial statements of the Town of Bernice, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated April 23, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Compliance As part of obtaunng reasonable assurance about whether the Town of Bernice's financial statements are flee of material misstatement, we performed tests of its comphance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncompliance vath wluch could have a dtrect and material effect on the determination of financial statements amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, aceordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to 
In planuing and performing our audit, we considered the Town of Bernice's internal control over fmaneial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over fmancial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of management, the Board of Aldermen and the Legislative Auditor of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited 
Marcus, Robinson and Hassell April 23, 1998 



Harvey Marcus, CPA John Robinson, CPA Doyle Hassell, CPA 

MARCUS, ROBINSON and HASSELL CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS P. O. BOX 2896 TELEPHONE 322-8106 MONROE, LOUISIANA 71207-2896 MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
R~PORT ON COMPT.IANCE WITH REel IIR EMFNTS APPI.TCARI.~ TO ~A f2!q MA TCJR 

The Honorable Clifton Melntosh, Mayor Members of the Board of Aldermen Town of Bernice, Louisiana Compliance We have audited the compliance of the Town of Beruiec with the types of compliance requirements described in the U.S Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133 Compliance Supplement that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 1997. The Town of Bernice's major federal programs are identified in the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards. Compliance with the requirements of laws, reguiadens, contracts and grants applicable to each of its major federal programs is the responsibility of the Town of Bernice's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the Town of Bernice's compliance based on our audit. We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and OMB Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations. Those standards and OMB Circular A-133 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above lhat could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. An audit includes examining, on atcs! basis, evidence about the Town of Beruice's compliance with those requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances, We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. Our audit does not provide a legal determination on the Town of Beruice's compliance with those requirements. 
In our opinion, the Town of Bernice compiled, in all material respects, with the requirements referred to above that are applicable to each of its major federal programs for the year ended December 31, 1997. 
The management of the Town of Bernice is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over compliance with requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants applicable to federal programs. In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Town of Bernice's internal control over compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with OMB Circular A-133. Our consideration of the internal control over compliance would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control that might be material weaknesses. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that noncompliance with applicable 



requirements of laws, regulations, contracts and grants that would be material in relation to a major federal program being audited may occor and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned ftmetions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over compliance and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of management, the Board of Aldermen, the Legislative Auditor of Louisiana and federal awarding aganeies and pass-through entities. However, this report is a matlcr of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Marcus, Robinson and Hassell April 23, 1998 



 



 



 



 



 



REVENUES Ad Valorem Tax Fines License Tobacco & Beverage Tax Fees - Louisiana Power & Light Fees - Arkla Gas State Revenue Shanng Cable TV Francluse Fee Miscellaneous Sanitation Fee Income Building Permits Lots Sold Rent Income Federal Grants State Grants 
EXPENDITURES Administrative Public Safety Streets & Sanitation General Capital Outlay 

Transfer from Water & Sewer Fund Transfer from Sales Tax Fund 
FI IND BAI,ANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 
FI IND BAI,ANCE AT END OF YEAR 

20,371 6,428 38,422 10,874 20,901 5,440 1,635 5,323 1,614 33,970 150 564 6.000 4,174 25.000 180,866 
29,201 134,136 65,272 105,228 60,826 394.663 

26,991 15,667 40,353 13,241 21,695 17,504 1,407 4,670 1,466 33,800 575 0 3,000 0 0 180,369 
29,934 119,916 59,170 103,890 154,820 467,730 (213,797) (287,361) 

0 
1,203 13,135 
14,338 

134,873 160,000 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Land - Inside City Limits Land - Outside City Limits Building - Town Hall Building - Old Town Hall Building - Old Depot Furniture & Office Equipment Police Equipment Vehicles Gasoline Tank and Trailers Streets Street Department Tractor Fire Truck Capitalization of Fire Protection Grant Fire Protection Equipment Medical Clinic Copy Machine Helicopter Pad Furniture - Museum Sa'eet Overlay 
From: Federal Revenue Sharing General Fund Reserve Federal Block Grants Sales Tax Fund Reserve 

1997 1996 103,235 1,150 75,000 5,000 17,497 11,444 57,900 177,518 7,546 93,075 5,000 210,182 260,117 5,840 154,820 3,041 25,000 1,285 381.268 1.595.918 

103,235 1,150 75,000 5,000 17,497 11,444 57,900 177,518 7,546 93,075 5,000 210,182 260,117 5,840 154,820 0 0 0 0 1.185,324 276,074 276,074 
2,434 506,915 724.502 85,993 
2,434 446,089 374,734 85.993 

* Records were not maintained prior to January 1, 1978. Assets on hand at January 1, 1978 were placed on books at estimated costs. 



 



 



 


