
4. Defined Benefits Pension Plan 
N PARISH CLERK OF NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEME 

(continued) The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and requirexl snpplementary information for the System. q%at report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite B1, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary and the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 11.50 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxe.s shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirements of plan members mad the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are delermined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1996 and 1995 were $87,686 and $73,361, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 
l.ouisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of office) the clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the reveuues of the clerk's last year of his term of office. At June 30, 1996, there was no amount due the parish treasurer as this was not the last year of the clerk's four-year term of office, and no determination of the amount what will be due, if any, can be made at this time. 6. Exoenditures of the Clerk of Court Paid bv the Parish Police Jury Certain operating expenditures of the clerk's office are paid by the parish police jury and are not included in the accompanying financial statements. 
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ASCENSION PARISH CLERK OF COURT CIAL STATEMENTS 
2. Chaw, t~ in General Fixed Assets A sumrnary of changes in general fixed assets is as follows 
Furniture and equipment Automobile Building improvements Totals 
3. Cash 

Balance Balance JU!y_J~ 1995 Additions Deletions J_une 3~1_9_9.fi $ 218,593 18,350 __.~4g 7~729_29 ~= 367,~399 
$ 69,237 ($ 4,348) $ 283,482 18,731 ( 18,350) 18,731 :.__ 148 729 $ ._. 87,96. 8 (.$ 2_2,698) ~ . 43_2,6==69 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and interest-bearing demand deposits. Under state law, the clerk of court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United States. The carrying amount of the Clerk's deposits at June 30, 1996 was $2,607,770 and the bank balance was $2,643,935. Of the bank balances, $418,311 was covered by federal depository insurance, $1,998,327 was covered by collaleral held by the pledging bank's agent but not in the Clerk's name and $227,297 was uncollaleralized. The uncollateralized deposits are in violation of Louisiana Revised Statutes. 4. Defined Benefits Pension Plan Plan l)escri~tion Substantially all employees of the Ascension Parish Clcrk of Court are nrenthers of the Louisiana Clerks of Court P, etirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, nmltiple-employer defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service are entitleJ to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to a percent of the final-average salary for each year of'crediteA service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provkles death and disability benefits. Benefits are established and amended by state statute. 



ASCENSION PARISII CLERK OF COIIR'I 
Summary of Sienificant Aceounfine Policies E. Budgets and Budgetary Accounting (continued) 
The Clerk follows these procedures in establishing tile budgetary data reflected in tile financial statements 1. Prior to June 15, the Clerk completes and submits for public inspection an operating budget for the fiscal year commencing the following July 1. The operating budget includes proposed expenditures and the means of financing those expenditures. 2. Formal budgetary integration is employed as a management control device during the year for tile General [Tund. 
3. 'll~e budget for the General Fund is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). 4. Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted, or ms amended by the Clerk. Individual amendments were not material in relation to the original apprnpriations which were amended. 5. All annual appropriations lapse at fiscal year end 
Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed. G. Accumulated Unpaid Vacation and Sick Pay Vested or accunmlated vacation leave that is expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial resources is reported as an expenditure and a fund liability of the governmental fnnd that will pay it. Amounts of vested or accumulated vacation leave that are not expected to be liquidated with expendable available financial resources are reported in the general long-term debt account group. No expenditure is reported for these 
tt. Tola[ (?olumns on Combined Statements - Overview Tolal colunms on the Combined Statements - Overview are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 
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ASCENSION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

1. Smmnarv of Si~,nificant Aecountinz Policies (continued) C. Fixed Assets and Long-Term Liabilities (continuexl) Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, raffler than in governmental funds. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valuexl at historical cost Long-term liabilities expected to be financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the General Long Term Debt Account Group, not in the governmental funds. Tim two account groups are not "funds." They are concerned only with the measurement of financial position They are not involved with measurement of results of operations. Because of their spending measurement focus, expenditure recognition for governmental fund types is limited to exclude amonnts represented by noncurrent liabilities. Since they do not affect net current assets, such long- term amounts are not recognized as governmental fund type expenditures or fund liabilities. They are instead reported as liabilities in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. D. Basis of Accounting Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 
The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the governmental fund type and agency flmds. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e,, when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. Principal and interest on general long-term debt are recordexl as fired liabilities when due. Those revenues susceptible to accrual are court cost, interest revenue and charges for services 
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ASCENSION PARISII CLERK OF COUR'I 
NOTF~S TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

1. Summary of Significant Aecountim, Policies A. Reporting Entity 
GASB Statement 14 established criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and component units that should be inclnded within the reporting entity, tinder provisions of this Statement, the Clerk is considered a primary government, since it is a special purpose government that has a separately elected governing official, is legally separate, and is fiscally independent of other state or local governments. As used in GASB Statement 14, fiscally independent means that the Clerk may, without the approval or consent of another governmental entity, determine or modify its own budget, and set rates or charges, qqae Clerk also has no component units. B. Fund Accounting The accounts of the Clerk are organized on the ba~sis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund ale aecounted for with a separate set of self balancing accounts that comprise its a.ssels, liabilities, ftmd equity, revenues, and expenditures. Government lesources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the puq~oses for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds are grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into two generic fund types and one broad fund categoly as follows: _General F_tAn__d - The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Clerk financial resources except those required to be accounted for in other funds. Fidnciarz_Fu~lds - Agency Funds are used to account for assets held by the Clerk as an agent for individuals private organizations, other governments, and/or other funds. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equa liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. C. Fixed Assets and Long-Term Liabilities 
The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. The governmental and agency funds are accounted for on a Spending or "J'Jnal)cJa] flow" mea,snrement focus. T.bJs means that only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Their reported fund balance (net current assets) is considered a measure of "awfilable spendable resources." Governmental fund operating statements present increases (revemles and other financing sourecs) aud decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a sumlnary of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" during a period. 
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ASCENSION PARISH CLERK OF COURT STATEMENT OF REVENUES. EXPENDITURF~;. AND CIIANC~I~2R 

REVENUI~ Marriage Licenses Charges for services: Court cost and fees Recordings Copies Suits Interest and Other Total Revenues EXYYN!_)~[ T U g~;_S Current: General yovernment: Personal services and benefits Operating Capital outlay Total Expenditures 

FOR TIlE GET ~GAAP BASIS)_ AND ACTUAL - GENERA I~SCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1996 
._ B__t~d ge_t 18,000 146,300 470,000 130,000 705,000 51,500 

Actual 18,299 137,669 4.72,192 131,513 766,085 

Variance - Favorable gJ_~ffavorabLe) $ ( 8,631) 2,192 1,513 61,085 .L8 ~26o 
_ !~520~890 __LS_9L5~8 __ 74~7_18 
1,003,252 208,285 ._ 130~9_0 996,115 215,467 7,137 ( 7,182) C___~,64_g3 3~3~51~.5537 ~3fi3,230 ( A.OR3D Excess of Revenues over (under) expenditures 169,263 2.42,288 73,025 l.'und Balance, Jnly 1, 1995 

Fund Balance, June 30, 1996 _656,003 ~=_~_.__825,~_6_6 

The accompanyiug notes are an integral part of this statement 
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ASSETS 

COMBINED ASCENSION PARISH CLERK O__F COURT BALANCE SttEET - ALL FUND TYPES AM) ACCOUNT GROUPS 

Cash $ Certificates of Deposit Accounts Receivable l)ue from other funds Furniture and Ikluipment Amount to be provided for retirement of compcnsatexl absences Total Assets 
_1 ~!A llll | .J'l'l li_;S _4, N D FUN_I) ~QU_ITy Liabilities: Accounts Payable Due to other funds Compensated Absences Unsettled Deposits 
Fund Equity: Invest. in Gen. FixeA Assets Fund Balance: Unreserved, undesignated Total Fund Equity 

,~IN, I2_ _'_.. 3 Q, 1996 
Governmental I fiduciary Fund Type Fqgd 'I~p~__ Account Groups Totals General General Fixexl Long-Term Memorandum . Ge_Bera_l [!tALl_d A_.g~nc~ ~'tg~d Assets Debt On[3L___ 
131,740 500,000 62,348 212.448 

1,176,030 $ 800,000 40.870 432.669 
$ 

21.086 
1,307,770 1,300,000 103,218 212,448 432.669 
_~o86 L ~N6:_~~ $==,~N..._.,~_ $_._ 43z6,@69 ~ 2j~s6 ~=_=L?_TZ_L?2 

8,245 $ $ 212.448 _ __ 1,_804~45_2 _8~45 2,0j 6~9~_ 
898,291 898~.9t 

432.669 
432~669 

$ 21.086 
21.086 

8,245 212,448 21.086 __1~80~452 2,046,231 
432.669 898,79! 1,330~960 Total Liabilitiesand Fund Equity LI_ 906~53.6_ ~ 2~016~900 ~_ 432~_66q ~.__ 21,086 :~____3~3377J9_1 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



We considered these instances of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's 1996 general-purpose financial statements arc presented fairly, in all material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated August 21, 1996, on those general- purpose financial statements. This report is intended for the information of the management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
I)onaldsonville August 21, 1996 
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INDEPENDEN'I AUDITORS' REPORT ON 

IIonorable Kermit A. Bourque Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Donaldsonville. Louisiana 

E 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996 and have issued our report thereon dated August 21, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and G_o.zerumeEt AtLdititl~ Stm/d_!ff_Os, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to oblain reasonable assurance about: whether tile financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
Complia~lce with laws and regulations applicable to the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court is the responsibility of management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tile general purpose financial statements arc free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Clerk's compliance with cert:,in provisions of laws and regulations. 1 lowever, lhe objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide all opinion o1| overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. I'he results of our test disclosed the following instances of noncompliance daat are required to be reported herein under Government Auditing. Standards Condition 

Cause 
Recommendation 
Management's response 

4 

Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1221 requires that local depositing authorities require security for their deposits. At June 30, 1996, the Clerk's deposits were not collateralized at two financial institutions in the amount of $227,297 The financial institutions were being purchased by larger banks and the deposits were not collatcralized. Also, no one from tile Clerk's office was monitoring the deposits. The Clerk should appoint someone to monitor the collateral pledged to its deposits. 
We concur with the recommendation and are moving our deposits to other institutions. 

BA] ON I{OUGE ~ DONA[ DSONVI[ l E * N[ W ORI FANS ~ S] FRANCISVIt I E ASSOCIA][ D O[FICFS IN PRINCiPAl CITIFS ()F ]11[ UNI]FD S'IA'IES 



 

We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to signifcant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management ill tile general purpose financial statements. 
Cause Recommendation Management's response: 

The segregation of duties is inadequate to provide effective internal control. This condition is due to size of the accounting staff No action is recommended 
We concur with the recommendation A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the specific internal control structure elenlents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned fnnctions. Our consideration of the internal control strncture woukt not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we noted the following matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be material wealmesses as defined above. These conditions were considered in determining the nature, tin-ring, and extent of the procedures to be performed in our audit of the financial statements of Ascension Parish Clerk of Court for the year ended June 30, 1996. We think the lack of segregation of duties is a material weakness. 

This report is intended for the information of the nmnagement. However, this report is a matter of public record and ts distribution is not limited. 

August 21> 1996 
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Ilonorable Kermit A. Bourque Ascension Parish Clerk of Court Donaldsom, ille. I.ouisiana 

INI)EPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year cnded June 30, 1996 and have issued our report thereon dated August 21, 1996. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted attditing standards and (~oye_5_nment_A3t(J_itin~kStand&rds, issncd by the Comptroller General of tile United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain rCaSzmable assurance aboul whether the general pnrpose financial statements are free of material misstalement. The management of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management arc required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide rnanagcment with reasonable, but not absolute, asstLrauce that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, arid that transactions are executed in accordance with managenlent's authorization and recorded properly to permit tile preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularilies may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to fimH'e periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court for lhe year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
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/tonorable Kermit A. Bonrque Ascension l'arish Clerk of Court l)onaldsonvitle, Louisiana 

INDEPENDFNT AUDITORS' REPORT 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Ceurl, as of .hme 30, ? 996 and for the year then ended. These general l~Urpose financial statements are the responsibility of th~ Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial slatements based on our audit. We conducted our audit m accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Go verj3[~)e!g_aLAudi_~jl~, Slandm2dL Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence slffqxwting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose fiuancial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presenlation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In om opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Ascension Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with gmJerally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Goye~.nLI!~Fg_ ,A, oditing_Sta.nd_ ards, we have also issued reports dated August 21, 1996 on our cnnsideration of Ascension Parish Clerk of Court's internal control structure and on its compliance with laws and 

l)onaldsonville, Louisiana August 21, 1996 
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Jnaer provisions of state law, this report is a public document. A copy of the report has been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and other appropriate public officials. "[he report is available for public inspection at the Baton Rouge office ot the Legislative Audi- tor and, where appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of courL ~p.lease DateJ~-:~ 02 19.~__ ..~ 
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