
FIFTEENTIt JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD COMBINED BALANCt'; SIIEET - ALl.. FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS December 31, 1996 

ASSETS Cash Due from othcr governnlcnts - Court costs and bond forfeits rcccivable Due from Louisiana Indigent Dcfendcr Board Equipment Total assets LIAB1LITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities: Accounts payable Payroll taxes payable Total liabilities 
Fund equity: investment in general fixed assets Fund balancc -- Unreserved, undesignated Total fund equity 

General 
147,589 
General Fixed Assets Account _ Group 

76,521 68,159 - 40,186 292,269 _ 4{I,186 
6,639 328 6,967 

285,302 285,3(12 Total liabilities and fund equity 292,269 
See Notes 1o Financial Statcments 

40.186 
4(I,186 40,186 

Totals (Mcmoraiidum Only) 1996 _ 1995 147,589 248,804 
76,521 107,750 
68,159 40,186 332,455 
6,639 328 6,967 
40,186 
285,302 325,488 

57,733 40,707 424,994 
4,125 824 4,949 
40,707 
409,338 450,045 332,455 454,994 
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15TI-1 JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Financial Statcmmats December 3~, 1996 

.ruder provisions of state law, thss report is a public documel~t. A copy of the report has been submit. ted to ~I~ ~.t~dited, or reviewed, entity and other ~ppropriate public officials. The r~~gc, r( is available for public inspecti~)n at the Baton Rouge office of the Legisla[ive Audi- tor and, where appropri~e, at the of[iue of the parish clerk of court. 
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P.O. BOX 3747 t.AFAYETTE. LA 70502 

Board of Directors Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board lmfayette, Louisiana 

J. L. SONNIER CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

INI)EPENI)ENT AUI)ITOR'S REPORT 
(318) 23S-8188 RES.: (318) 984 5928 

1 have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial District lndigent Defender Board, a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These financial stateinents are the responsibility of the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on my audit. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Goverlmmnl Auditing Smnda_rds, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the ge.nera] purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. 1 believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 
In my opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, a compollent unit of tile Lafayeue Parish Po/ice Jury, as of December 31, 1996 and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with gelmrally accepted accounting principles. 
In accordance with Government Auditing ,StA~l__a._r_~_t 21, 1997 ou my consideration of the Board's interna laws and regulations. 
February 27, 1997 

, 1 have also issued reports dated FebruaD control structure aud on its colnpliauce witl 



p.o. BOX ~747 LAFAYET'I'E. LA 70502 
J. L. SONNIER CEP, TIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT (318) 235.8188 RES.: (318) 984-5928 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPIAANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURI'OSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS F'ERi"OI~,MED IN ACCORDANCE W1TII GOVERNMENT AIJD1TING STANDARDS 
Board of Directors Fifteenth Judicial District hldigent Defender Board Lafayette, bouisiana I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, a component unit of the l,afayette Parish Policy Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated February 27, 1997. I conducted nay audit in accordance wilh generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditin~Slmldards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants of the Fifteenth Judicial Dislric! Indigent Defender Board is the responsibility of the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's management. As par! of obtaining reasonable assurance abou! whether lhe financial stalements are free of material misstatement, l performed tests of the Board's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. However, the objective of my audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, 1 do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Governmental Auditine Standards. This report is intended for the informaliola of the board of directors, management, the Lafayette Parish Police Jury and the Legislative Auditor. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 

February 27, 1997 



Fllel'EI'~NTII JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT I)EI~'ENDI,~I~ NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMFNTS December 31, 1996 
1,. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING I:'OLICIES 
The accompanying component unit financial statements of the IZqfteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board ((]ASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies 
teDorline Entilv 
As tim governing authority of tim parisll, for reporting purposes, the Lafayette Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Lafayette Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which tile primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with tile primary government are such that exclusion would cause the rcpo~ting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. 
Ciovernmental Accounting Standards Board Statentent No. 14 established criteria for determining whicla component units should be considered part of the Lafayette Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential cornponent unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASI?, has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or b. The potential for tile organization to provide specific financia specific financial burdens on tile police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 3. Organizations fl)r which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of tile nature or significance of the relationship. Indigent defender boards, crimiual court funds, and judicial expense funds are part of the operations of" the district court system. The district court system is fiscally depeladent on the police jury for office space and courtrooms. The substance of the relationship between tile district court system and tim police jury is that the police jury has approval authority over its 



P.O. BOX 3747 LAFAYE'I~I?E. LA 70502 
j. L. S(.)NNIER CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT (318) 235 8188 RES.: (318) 984 5928 

INI)EPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASEl) ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITII GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Board of Dire.ctors Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board Lafayette, Louisiana 
I have audited the general purpose financial statements of tile Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, a compouent unit of the t,afayette Parish Policy Jury, for tile year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated February 27, 1997. 
I have conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Audilin2~S.ianda_rds, isstled by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plata and perform thc audit to obtain reasonable assurance abom whether tile general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess tile expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide nlanageulent with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and tidal transactions are execu*ed in accordance with inauagement's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may, nevertheless, occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to tile risk that procedures may become inadequate be.cause of changes in conditions, or that the effectiveness of the desigu and operation of politics and procedures may deteriorate. 



NOTI,~S TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
4. CIIANGES IN GENFA~AL FIXED ASSETS General fixed assets are comprised of office furniture and eqtfipment. The following is a summary of changes ill the general fixed assets account group for 1996. 
Balance December 31, Additions P, etirements Balance December 31, 5. RETIREMENT SYSTEM 

1995 
1996 

The Board maintains no retirement system 
6. COMI'ENSATED ABSENCES 

40,707 2,516 (3,037) 40,186 

No accrual has been made for vacation or sick pay due to the insignificance of the amounts involved. 
7. RECLASSIFICATION OF I'RIOR YEAR AMOUNTS Certain amounts reported in the prior year have been reclassified for comparative purposes with current year ainounts. 



NOTES TO FINAN(]IAI, STATEMI,'NTS (CONTINUED) 
Buduels and Budoelarv Aeeomllin The Board follows these procedures in establishing the ammal budget Tile chief public defender prepares a proposed budget and submits it to the members of the board of directors for their approval prior to the beginning of each year. 
Budgetary amendlneuts involving an increase in attorney retainers, salaries, capita e,~penditures, or an increase in total expenditures require the approval of the board of directors 
All budgetary appropriations lapse at tile end of each fiscal year The General Fund budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts arc as originally adopted, or as amended from time to time by tile Board. Such amendments were not material in relation to the original al)propriations. The Board does not employ encumbrance accounting. 
Total Coltmm on Combined Slalemenl Tile total column oll tile combined balance sheet is captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does r~ot present financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
Dollar Sign_s All numeric data in the financial statements and accompanying notes are presented in I,I.S dollars. Dollar signs have been omitted. 
2. BANK DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS The Board may invest in direct United States Treasury obligations, U.S. Government Agency obligations guaranteed by the U.S. (~overnment, time certificates of deposit of state banks organized under tile laws of Louisiana and national banks having their principal office in the State of Louisiana, and investments as stipulated in LSA-R.S. 39:2955. 
At December 31, 1996, bank deposits totaling $147,569 were deposits tolaling $734 were collateralized with securities he institution, but riot ill tile Board's nalne. insured by tile IzDIC. P, ank d by tile pledging financial 
3. VEIIlCULAI~, VIOLATION FEES AND BONI) IrOI~,FILII'UI~,ES I/ECE1VAIII~F~ This is the aggregate amount due from tile various local and district courts of the Fifteenth Judicia District for fees collecled and bonds forfeited in 1996 and not remitted as of December 31. 



N()TES TO FINANCIAl, STATEMENTS (CONTINUEI)) 
capital budget, ha addition, tile nature and significance of tim relationship between the district court and the police jury is such that exclusion from the police jury's financial statements would render tire financial statements incoml)lete or misleading. For these reasons, indigent defender boards are considered component units of tile police jury. The Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is comprised of the parishes of Acadia, 1.afayette and Vermillion. It was determined to be a component unit of the l.afayette Parish Police Jury based on revenues received from and support provided by each parish's court system. The accompanying financial statements present information only on tile funds lnaintained by the Fifteenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board. 
Ftmd Accounting 
The accounts of tim Board are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of a fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that COlllprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. The General Fund is the operating fund of the board. It is used to account for all financial resources not accounted for in tire General Fixed Assets Account Group. 
Fixed Assets and Long-Term Liabilities The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities associated with a fuild are deterrnilaed by its measurement focus. 
The General Fund operations are accouuted for Oll a spending or "financial flow" illeasureulcn focus, and only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on its balance sheet 
Fixed assets are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group and are recorded as expenditures in the General Fund when purchased. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 
All fixed assets are stated at historical cos Basis of Aceounline 
Basis of accotllltiltg rel~rs to when revenues atld expenditures or expenses are recognized ill lhe accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurenlenls made, regardless of the measurement locus applied. Tim General Fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Its revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assels. Expenditures are generally recognized when the related fund liability is incurred. 



In planning and performing my audit of tile general purpose financial statements of the IViftcenth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, for the year ended December 31, 1996, 1 obtained an understanding of the iuternal control struelure. With respect to tim internal control structme, 1 obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and ,.vhedmr d~cy have been placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, l do not express st:tch all opinion. 
I noted a certain matter involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be a reportable condition trader standards established by the American Institute of Certified P~jblie Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure tbat, in my judgment, could adversely affect the entitys ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with tile assertions of management ill tile financial statements. 
Segregalion of Duties Due to tile small nurnber of individuals administering tile Board's accounting functions there is inadequate segregation of duties within the accounting system. 
Auditee Response - The Board is aware of this control weakness and has implemented procedures for tile monitoring of financial statelnents and budgetary colnparisons in an effort to compensate for the weakness without incurring the cost of hiring additional persormel. A inaterial weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of tl~e specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level tile risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to tile general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by einployees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 

My consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, I do not believe tile reportable condition described above is a material weakness. 
This report is intended for the information of the board of directors, management, tile l.afayctte Parish Police Jury and the Legislative Auditor. This restriction is not intended to limit tim distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 

Februa-y 27, 1997 



Fll;TI~.I~NTI1 JUI)IC|AI. I)I.qTRICT INI)I(;F.NT I)I~.FI?.NI)IZ.II. I:~OAII. I) S'I'ATI'~MI'~NT el: II.I~.VENUI';S, I'~XIq~NI)ITUII.F.S, AND CIlANGES 1N FUND I~AI.ANCE - BUDGI~T (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAl. - GV.NI~II.AI. Year Ended I)ccembcr31, 1996 With Comparative Actual Amounts for Year F.nded December 31, 1995 

Revenues: Court costs and bond forfeitures lnlerest Fees - parlially indigent Intergovernmental revenue Dislrict Assistance Fund - Louisiana II)B Total revenues Expenditures: Current - general governnlellt Salaries, retainers and related benefits Professional selvices Office and adminislralive Insurance Calfital oullays - e(luipment Total expenditures 

Budl.ct 891,150 2,0(10 28.700 
i{28,(10() 1,149,a50 
1,1,18,267 ,18,500 33,280 6,60(1 9,000 1.245.647 

1996 Variance- I:avorable 1995 Actual (Unfavorable) _ Aet0a 817,738 4,487 23.820 
248,643 1,094,688 
1,126,245 57,584 26,688 5,691 2,516 1.218.724 

(73,412) 2,487 (4,880) 
2(/,643 (55,1621 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (95,797) (124,(136) (28,239) 
Fund balance, ending 
See Notes to Financial Statements 

2(/7,968 285,3(12 77,334 

919,115 4,712 23,376 
345,049 1,292,252 
1,033,112 64,733 26,555 6,229 14,466 11145.095 
147,157 262,181 409.338 



HFTEENTII JUD1CIAI~ I)ISTI,HCT INI)IGENT DEI:ENI)IrA,~ BOARD 
BOARI) /VIEMI~H~, COMPENSATION 


