
REVENUES Intergovernmental Court cost co]]ections from Clerk of Court Sheriff's Department Policy Jury Bail bond premiums Interest incotae Miscellaneous income T_otalr__evenue~ EXPENDITURES Judicial Current operating Insurance Office supplies Court reporters Transcripts Library supplements Professional services Miscellaneous Wages Payroll taxes Seminar Telephone Equipment maintenance Capital outlay Debt service Lease payments ures 

FUND BALANC_P~, beginning of year FUND BAIANC__]{, end of year 

GENERAL FUND (Memorandtml 1996 
$27,150 95,474 175 7,603 10,833 89 !41,324 
678 871 800 894 982 257 488 000 533 222 664 997 871 -- 4,469 !86,726 

1995 
$27,503 102,265 67,192 11,618 9,]30 ]23 19~_7 %2). 
678 13,834 26,400 9 ,/62 7,975 2,151 2,788 29,063 2,028 ]57 4,537 2,558 32.65g 644 13_5~s %3> 

_11,000 _~5 ]6o 
(34,402) 265,647 ~iI~45 The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



GENERAL FUND 

REVENUES Intergovernmental Court cost collections from Clerk of Court Sheriff's Department Police Jury Reimbursement for transcripts Bail bond premiums Interest Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPENDITURES Judicial Current expenditures Insurance Office supplies Court reporter Transcript Library supplements Professional services Miscellaneous Wages Payroll taxes Seminar Utilities Equipment maintenance Capital outlay Debt service Lease payments Tot~] expenditures CESS (DEFICIENCY)_O UNDKR~ EXPENDITURES FUND BALANCE beginning of year FUND BAI~%NCE end of year 

1996 VARIANCE FAVORABLE BUDGET ACTUAL /UNFAVORABLE) 
$34, 88, 12, 7. 
755 784 175 000 603 10 

18, 28, 25, 3, 45: 3: 6 3 51 

678 139 800 636 257 454 000 609 222 281 486 018 
!~,ss0 

$27,495 96,044 175 12,000 7,603 10,833 89 154,239 

4,469 186,640 
~Z!~,25,3,) (32,401) 258~924 2261523 

$(7,260) 7.260 
10,833 79 10,912 
2.083 
(9,080) 
(61) 1 (471) 11,937 (4,469) ~) 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

1995 (Memorandu11 Onlyi__ ACTUAl, 
$26,813 98,415 47,192 ii,000 11,618 9,130 123 204,29] 

64/ 139,232 
65,059 1__93,86~ 



U S OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENT~ DECEMBER 31. 1996 
Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

B 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty- Seventh Judicial District Judicia] Expense Fund of St. Landry Parish have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standards-setting body for establishing goveri~ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established critelia for determining which component units should be considered part of another entity for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for includii*g a potential component unit within the reporting entity is finaILcial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: i. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

2 
3 

a 
b 
The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or The potential for the organization to provide specific final,cial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majorJ t y but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements wou]d be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship GASB Statement No. 14 also states that a special purpose government is fiscally independent if it has the ability to complete certain essential fiscal eve*,ts without substantive approval by a primary government. A special purpose government is fiscally independent if it has the authority to do all three of the following: a 

b 
Determine its budget w~thout another goverrmlent having the authori ty to approve and modify that budget. Levy taxes or set rates or charges without approval by anent h~ r gove rlunent. c. Issue bonded debt without approval by another government 



LOUISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
DECF~MBER 31. 1996 Y OF SICNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) B (Continued) The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund was created by state statute individually and is governed by the four independently elected district Judges. The Judicial Expense Fund is a special purpose government which is fiscally independent and therefore is not a component ulkit of any other governmental unit, including the police jury. The Judicia] Expense Fund is fiscally independent because, a 

b 
c 

The Judges determine the budget for the Judicial Expense Fund and no other government has the authority to approve and/or modify the budget. The Judges determine the amount of court costs to be levied in civil and criminal eases. The state statute which created the Fund cite the type of expenditures which can be made out of the Fund and the Judges determine these expenditures. C. FUND ACCOUNTING The District uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and t~e results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstlate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable financial resources. Funds of the District are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the District's general activities, including the collection and disbursements of specific or legally restricted monies and the acquis~tio:~ or construction of general fixed assets. Governmental Fund Type The General Fund is the general operating fund of the Louisiana Twenty- Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund. It is used to aecoun~ for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for i: other funds. Account GEpups The General Fixed Assets Account Group is established to account for all fixed assets of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District JudicJa] Expense Fund. 



I NTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENRE ~IND NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1996 Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POL]ICIES (Continued) C. FUND ACCOUNTING (Continued) 
D 
The General Long-term Debt Account Group is established to account for all long-term liabilities that are expected to be financed from governmental funds. 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund i~; determined by its measurement focus. The governmental fund types are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current asse~s and current liabilities generally a~e included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the. timing of the measurements msde, regardless of the measurement focus applied. All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The revenues are lecognized when they become measurable and available. Available means collectible within the eurrent period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when ~e related fund liability is incurred, if measurable. The Judicial Expense Fund's records are maintained on a cash basis of accounting. However, the governmental fund type reported in the accompanying financial statements has been converted to a modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the ;~ove practices. Revenues consist primarily of court costs which are recognized when susceptible to accrual. Miscellaneous revenues are recorded whe~ received because they are generally not measurable until actually received. Investment earnings are recorded as earned since they are measurable and available. Purchases of various operating supplies are regarded as expenditures at the time purchased, and inventories of such supplies, if ar~, are not recorded as assets at the close of the year, unless material. Expenditures for insurai~ce and similar services which extend over more than one accounting period are accounted for as expenditures of the period of acquisition. E. ENCUMBRANCES The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund does not employ the encumbrance system of accounting. F. INVESTMENTS AND CASH Louisiana statutes authorize the Judicial Expense Fund to invest in United States bonds, treasury notes or certificates, time certificates of deposit in state and national banks, or any other federally insured investment. Investments are stated at cost or amortized cost, which approximates market. 



I 
I~UISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND OPELOUSAS. LOUISIANA DECEMBER 31. 1996 G POLICIES (Continued) G. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets used in gover~nental fund type operations are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. These assets are recorded as expenditures in the governmental fund types whei~ purchased. All assets are maintained o11 the basis of historical cost and no depreciation is computed or recorded thereon. The Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund does not have public domai~ or infrastructure outlays. Interest costs on fixed assets have not been incurred. Fixed assets consist of acquisitions since 1987 for the law library and equipment. Prior to 1987, the cosC of the law library was accounted for on the books of the Police Jury. H Annually, the Judicial Expense Fund prepares and adopts a budget for the General Fund. Formal budget integration is not employed as part of the accounting system; however, routine budget comparisons are made prior to expending funds. Budgets are prepared on a cash basis of accounting and appropriations lapse at year-end. The budgeted amounts of the General ~und in the accompanying financial statements are in the original adopted budgets and subsequent: adopted amendments. The revenues and expenditures shown on page 3 are reconciled with the amounts reflected on the budget comparison, page 4 as follows: 
Revenues Page 3 Revenues Add: Transcript reimbursements Prior year intergovernmental receivables Less~ Current year intergovernmental receivables Page 4 Revenues Expenditures Page 3 Expenditures Add: Prior year payables Transcript reimbursements Less: Current year payables Capitalized leases Page 4 Expenditures Fund Balance Page 3 Fund Balance, end of year Add: Current year payables Less: Current year receivables Page 4 Fu~id Balance, end of year 

1996 
$141,324 12,000 11,625 (10,710) 154,239 
$186,726 4,902 12,000 (5,988) (Ii,000) 
$231,245 5,988 (10,710) 



3 

LOUISIANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDIC]AL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND 
DECEMBER 31. 1996 

OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 
The Judicial Expense Fund does not provide its employees with accumulated vacation or sick leave. J. RETIREMENT 
K 

L 

The Judicial Expense Fund's empleyees contribute to the Social Security system 
Total columns on the financial statements are captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. No consolidating entries or other eliminations were made in the aggregatioll ef the totals; thus, they do not present consolidated information and do not purport to present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with generally accepted accounting princii,les. 
Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial statements in order to provide an understanding of changes in the government's financial position and operations. S At December 31, 1996, the book balax~ce of the Fund's deposits was $226,523. The bank balance in a checking account was $13,708, in certificate of deposit accounts was $202,876 and in a savings account was $9,939 at December 31, 1996. The cash and investments are fully collateralized by federal deposit insurance and/or by collateral pledged hy the hanks in the District's name. 
The Judicial. Expense Fund did not have a deficit fund balance at December 31, ]996 4. EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER BUDGETED AMOUNTS AND APPROPRIATIONS OVER EXPENDITURES Revenues exceeded the budgeted mnount by $10,912 and actual expenditures were more than the budgeted expenditures by $60 for the calendar year 1996. 



LOUTSTANA TWENTY-SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSE ~ND NOTES TO FII!ANCIAL STATEMENTS DECEMBER 31. 1996 
5. GENERAL FIXED ASSETS ACCOUNT GROUP 

I0 

The following is a summary of changes in the General Fixed Assets Account Group 
Library Other structures and improvements Equipment and furniture Totals 
6. COMPENSATION 

Balance Balance January i, December 31, 1996 Additions Deductions 1996 $99,923 $23,754 8,868 25,117 48,871 
$123,677 8,868 70,IZ.2 

The Chief Judge and the three other Judges do not receive compensation from the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund. 7. CAPITALIZE 

8 

The District ].eases three copying machines under agreements which are classified as capital. [[eases. The capital ].eases provide that at the end of the lease the copying machines can be purchased for $525 on one and $500 on the other two. 
Lease term Lease period Asset capitalized Monthly payments Future minimum lease payments for year ended December 31, 1997 1998 1999 

Capital Lease 36 months Various $16,160 $406 
$5,403 2,199 636 

The District received $175 from the St. Landry Parish Police Jury during the y~ar ended December 31, 1996, These funds represent court costs collected for the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund that were already assJgIL~d by the Judges to the St. Landry Parish Police Jury for the upkeep of the St. Lairdly Parish Court House. Since the Police Jury was not spending the funds on upkeep the Judges decided to take back control of the funds. Court cost collected since receipt of the funds from the Police duty are included in court cost colleelions from the Sheriff's Department. 



John Newton Stout, CPA Joel Lanclos, Jr, CPA Russell J. Stelly, CPA Dwight Ledoux, CPA Chiz81 S Fonlenot, CPA James L Nicholson, Jr., CPA G Kennoth Pavy, II, CPA Darren J Cart. CPA JOHN S. DOWI,ING & COMPANY A CORPORATION OF C[-RTIFIEiD PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FTNANCTAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

The Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District .-: Judicial Expense Fund Opelousas, Louisiana 

ii 
John S. Dowh'l9 CPA (1904 19841 Harold DUpLe' (~A Retire, I 

We have audited the general purpose financial, statements of the Louisiana Twenty- Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have ~ssued our report thereon dated June 24, 1997. We conducted our Government Audit~ audit in accordance he Standards issued with generally accepted auditing standards and bN the Comptroller General of the United States. Thc, se standards: require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The management of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund is responsibIe for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, hut not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted aecoui*ting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is s~)jeet to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statement:s of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal coi~tlol structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine, our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
P 0 Box 433 4766 1-49 North Service Road Telephone 318-948-4848 7etefa~ 318 9.18 6 ~09 



The Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Page 2 
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might he material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Fublie Accountants. A materlal weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or mo~e of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors and irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operations that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above, This report is intended solely regulatory agenoies. However distribution is not limited. for the information of the this report':is a matter Judges and the app~opl~te of public record and its 
June 24. 1997 
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The Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Opelousas, Louisiana 

13 
John S. Dowhrlc~ <PA (1904 1!i84 Harold Dup( (F>A ~-~cllr ~ :J 

We have audited the: general purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty- Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended Decen~er 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 24, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standard!; and Government Auditing_Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, is the responsibility of the District's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the District' s compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financi al statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do [tot express such an opinion. The results be reported of our tests disclosed no under Govermnent Auditin~ instances of noncompliance that are required to Standards This report is intended for the information of the Judges and the appropriate regulatory agencies. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Opelousas, Louisiana June 24. 1997 
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JOHN S, DOWLING & COMPANY A CORPORATION OF C[:RTIFIFiD PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

The Honorable Robert Brinkman, Chief Judge Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund Opelousas, Louisiana 

John S. Dowh't9 C:PA {1904 19~41 Harold [)ul~r~ (I'A ~etired 

We have audited the accompanying genera[[ purpose financial statements of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial District's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general ]purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Gover~nent Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the Judges, as well as evaluating the overa]] general purpose financial statements presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fair]y, in all material respects, the financial position of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditinf~Sta!idards, we have alse issued a report dated June 24, 1997 on our consideration of the Louisiana Twenty-Seventh Judicial District Judicial Expense Fund's internal control structure and a report dated ms 
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