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INDEPENDENT AUDTTOR'S REPORT 

The Honorable Donald J. Launey, Jr., Judge City Court of Ville Platte Vil]e Platte. Louisiana 

P o Bo. B2~;) Lafayette L~ ?05~.e 234 r~ Be,xen, : L~{e~e LA 7C.Ca ~ P~(318j;32 41.1 P O B~,. ;.,~ ~eB~t~ LA lDs. i 113 ESSl Bnd~e S~e" B~ea~ B~dge ~A 7(,,. Fax {318J 3 ):, 2~ 1234 p~'~d D~.e .(-ul~ 1, 
P o B~,~4~ 4oBw co~ s~,. 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the City Court of Vi]le P]atte, a component unit of the City o~ Ville Platte, Lou~sian~, as of June 30, 1997, and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents, These general purpose financia] statements are the responsibility of t)~ judge of the City Court of Ville Platte. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose iinanei~l statements based on our audit:. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted aud~t[Hg standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in aud Government A_uditi_n~_Standards, issued by the Comptroller' General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtaiil reasonable assurance about ~hether the f~ancial statements; are free of materi,'~ misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes, assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. Wc believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for ouc opinion. In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to abov( present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the City Cour~. of Ville Platte, as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations for the ye;n then ended in conformity with genera]ly accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Audit:in&Standards, we have also issued a repcn t dated September 29, ]997 on our consideration of the City Court of Vil]e Platte's internal control over financial reporting and our tests o:[ its compliance wi[}l certain provisions of laws and regu]ations. Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming an opinion on the gene:~,'l] purpose finailcial statements of the City Court of Ville Platte. Louisiana, takeu as. a whole. The accompanying financial information listed as "Supplemeul ~ ] Information" in the table of content:s is presented for purposes of additioila] analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statements oI the City Court o~ Ville Platte. Such information has been subjected to the audJ t iil~, procedures applied Jn the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, il our opinion, is iairly presented Jn al] material respects in relation to the ge~e:Tal purpose financial statements taken as a whole. ~ERIC~ INS~TJ~ C,; CERTI~IE~ PJBL ,C kCC (x ,.q ~ $ 



 

The financial information for the preceding year, which is included for comparative purposes, was taken from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unqualified opinion on the general purpose financial statements of the City Court of Ville Platte. 

Ville Platte, Louisiana September 29, 1997 
Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC Certified Public Accountants 
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GENERAL PURPOSE FINANC]IAL STAT~MENT~~, (COMBINED STATEM~2~fS - OVERVIEW) 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE Vitte PLatte, Louisiana Combined Balance Sheet - ALL FurK] Types and Account Groups June 30. 1997 
Governalentat Fund Types___ Special General R evee[lue 

Cash $8,303 $182,373 Due ~rom other funds 4,000 Equipment Amount to be provided for retirement Of general tong-term debt 
LIAB|LITIES AND FUN[) EQU]]Y Liabilities: Cash bonds payable Due to other funds Due to other governtTaental units Other liabilities Restitution payable City Marshall fees payable Advance deposits payable Judge's fees payable Capital Lease obligation payable Total liabilities Fund equity: Fund balance - unreserved, undesignated Investment in general fixed assets Total fund equity Total Liabilities and fund equity 

$8,303 $186,373 ====== ======== 
4,000 I, 034 474 9,290 1.452 z,489 _!G~5_o 

5,814 5-~814 $8,303 
170,123 _j1lo~t2_3 

General Fixed Assets General Long- Term Debt 
$ - $ - 22,548 

Totals (Memorandum OnL~ 1997 1996 
$190,676 4,000 22.548 $144,413 4,000 22.548 225 

$ $ 

.22,548 . 22,548 175,937 22,548 190,405 

10,304 225 I_~8~5 
129,793 .~z2 5~8 

$186,373 $22,548 $ - $217,224 $171,186 

]he accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



Revenues Fines 

CITY COURT OF VILLE PLA]TE Vitie Platte. Louisiana Co~nbined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Batances - A~I Goverr~nta~ Fund Types Year Ended June 30. 1997 
Court costs Marshall Indigent defender's board Crhne lab charges Louisiana Co~ission or~ Law Enforcement Adw)nce court cost fees Crime victim reparation Vi l l, e PLatte police department Office of state police Clerkls spec. court costs Supreme court fees District Attorney fees Louisiana rehabilitation services Miscellaneous Total revenues Expenditures: Current - Fines remitted to other governmental units Court costs M~rshalt Office expense S~,pplementaL salaries Accounting Witness and subpoena fees Dues and subscriptions Auto expenses Repairs g Maintenance Professional development Uniforms Appropriation to City of Ville Platte Judge's retirement Civil fees - judge and marshall Advertising and publications Custodian Re;ordation fees Mi:scellaneous Travel Capital outlay Debt service Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, beginning Fund balance, ending 
The accompanylng notes are an integral part of this statement 

General $138,392 134.046 
Totals S;~ecial (Memorandum Only) Revenue 1997 1996 $140,3 15,229 34,356 9,348 2,753 41,955 6,218 5,049 2.555 

220,118 137.745 
_~p63 

2,700 86 ~,478 1,833 

$278,703 134,046 15,229 34,356 9,348 2,753 41,955 6,218 5,049 2,555 2,711 2,668 337 2,630 1,063 539,621 

2,700 86 1,478 1.833 460 460 357,863 I~!14 .493,477 

$ 88,587 171,176 10,355 24,136 7,064 1,942 38,667 3,997 4,613 218 1,690 1.548 1,631 998 3s~6622 
43,972 85,303 998 3,600 20,109 3,000 14.651 2,656 1,590 225 3,250 29,011 6,931 24,047 801 2,706 511 43B 1,848 12,669 360 849 

. 7,385 I~p__8 .129,793 _134,020 $ 5,814 $170,123 $175,937 $129,793 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements 
i) Summarv of Siqnificant Accountinq Policies ~ The accounting and reporting policies of conform to generally accepted accounting governments. Such accounting and reporting requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24 in the industry audit guide, Audits of State 

the City Court princlples as of Ville Platte applicable to procedures also conform to the 517 and to the guides set forth and Local Governmental Units. The following is a summary of certain significant accounting policies A. Financial ReDortinq Entitv The City Court of rills Platte is a component unit of the City of Ville Platte, the primary government. The City Court is fiscally dependent on the City of! Ville Platte for office space and courtrooms and is therefore considered a component unit . These financial statements report on]y the City Court of Ville Platte, the component unit. B. Fund Accountinq The accounts of the City Court of Ville Platte are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is conside]-ed a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purposes for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds are grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into two generic fund types and one broad fund category as follows: Governmental Funds - General Fund The General Fund is the general operating fund of the City Court. It is used to accoust for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. Special revenue funds Special revenue funds are used to account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources (other than expendable trusts or major capital projects) that are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE Ville Platte. Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued 
C. Fixed Assets and LonQ-Term Liabilities The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-term liabilities associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds a~e accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus, and only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on their balance sheets. Fixed assets used in (general fixed assets) are Assets Account Group, rather purchased. No depreciation assets. 

governmental fund type operations accounted for in the General Fixed than in governmental fund types when has been provided on general fixed 
All fixed assets are stated at historical cost or estimated historical cost if actual historical cost is~ not available. Donated fixed assets are stated at: their estimated fair market value on the date donated. Estimated amounts are immaterial in relation to total fixed assets. Long-term liabilities expected to be financed from governmental funds are accounted for in the General Long-Term Debt Account Group. D. Basis of Accountin~ Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual b~sis of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fand liability is incurred. 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE rifle Platte. Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continue.d 
E. Budqeta:cv Practice Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1301 specifically states that only judicial expense funds (for judges) are to adopt budgets. Other funds of judges (city courts) are not required to adopt budgets. Therefore, budgeted figures are not reported in this financial report. F. Comparative Data Comparative total data for the prior year have been presented in the accompanying financial statements in ord:er to provide an understanding of changes in the City Court's financial position and operations. G. Total Columns on Combined Statements - Overview Total columns on the Combined Statements - Overview are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 
2) Cash Ba] ances under state law, City Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent ba~zk organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any othe2 state in the Union, or the laws of the United States. The City Court may invest in certificates and time deposits of state banks organized ~n Louisiana. At: June 30, 1997, City Court has cash balances (book balance-~) totaling $190,676 . These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Undel state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the p].edge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value o~ the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amoun: on deposit with the fiscal agent bank. 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) 
These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is ~tually acceptable to both parties Deposit balances (bank balances) at June 30, 1997, are as follows: Bank Balances; At June 30, 1997 the deposits are secured as follows Federal deposit insurance Pledged securities (Category 3 Total 

$158,44_~ 72 576 $231,021 
Pledged securities in Category 3 includes unirlsured or unregistere6 investments for which the securities are held by the broker or dealer, or b} its trust department or agent, but not in the City Court's name. Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement o:n the custodial ba*~k to advertise and sell the pledged securities within I0 days of being notified by the City Court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

3) Expenditure of the city Court Office Paid by the city of Ville Platte The cost of some expendJtnres for the operation of the City Court of Ville Platte, as required by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:1889, is paid by the City of Ville Platte, Louisiana. These expenditures are not included in the accompanying financial statements. 





SCHEDULES OF INDIVIDUAL FUNDS AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 



GENERAL FUhrf) 
TO account for resources traditionally associated with governments which are not ]~equired to be accounted for in another fund. 
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Casl~ ASSETS 

CITY COURT OF VILLE pLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana General Fund Comparative Balance Sheet June 30, 1997 and 1996 

LIABILITIES AND FUNI) BALANCE 
Liabilities : Cash bonds payable Due to other governmental units (for fines) Other liabilities Total liabilities Fund balance - unreserved, undesignated Total liabi]it:ies and fund balance 

]3 

1997 ]996 
$8,303 $9,18]! 

5,814 $8,303 

$i, 390 408 -i,798 
$9,]83 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE ville Platte, Louisiana General Fund Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance Years Ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Revenues: F~nes Court costs Marshall Indigent defender's board Crime lab charges Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement Crime victim reparation Office of state police C]erk's spec. court costs V~lle Platte police department Supreme court fees Louisiana rehabilitation services District Attorney fees Total revenues Expenditures: Current - Pines remitted to other governmental units Court costs Miscellaneous expense Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, beginning Fund balance, ending 
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1997 1996 
$138,392 134,046 15,229 34,356 9,348 2,753 6,218 2,555 2,711 5,049 2,668 2,630 337 356 292 
220,2.18 137,745 357,863 
1,571 7,_385 $ 5,814 

$ 88,587 80,434 10,355 24,136 7,064 1,942 3,99? 218 1,690 4,613 1,548 1,633 226 21[, 
143,972 82,815 30 226,8!72 
(602 7,98"7 $ 7,38[ 



SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
Criminal Court Cost Fund - To account for the receipt and use of proceeds of criminal court cost charges. Expenditures for maintaining the Court are paid from this fund. 
Collection Fund - To account for the receipt and subsequent: disbursement of civil docket fees, small claims fees, and garnishments. Funds are posted by the plaintiff filing the suit and are held until the cases are processed. After the cases are processed, funds are disbursed. 
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CITY COURT OF VILLE pLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana Special Revenue Funds Combining Balance Sheet June 30, 199"7 With Comparative Totals for June 30, 19!)6 

ASSETS Cash Due from other funds Total assets 
LIABILITIES Ahq9 FUND BALANCES 

Liabilities: Due to other funds Due to other governmental units Restitution payable City Marshall fees payab].e Advance deposits payable Judge's fees payable Other liabilities Total liabilities 

Criminal Court Cost Collection 
$166,847 ~000 $170,847 ======== 

$15,526 
Totals 1997 ]996 

$182,373 _ 4,000 $15,526 $186,373 
$ 4,000 
474 9,290 1,452 1,03__4 16.250 Fund balance (deficit) - unreserved, undesignated _!~84__7_ (!24 Total liabilities and fund balances $3.70,847 

16 

$15,526 

$135,23C 
$139,23( 

$ 4,000 $ 4,OCt 2,3]( 474 9,290 1,452 ] 034 16,250 
].70.123 $186,373 

20: 82: 
$139,2~c 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATFE Ville Platte, Louisiana Special Revenue Funds Combining Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances Year Ended June 30, 1997 With Comparative Totals for Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Revenues: Court costs Advance court cost fees Miscellaneous Total revenues Expe~litures: Current - Marshail Court costs Office expense Supplemental salaries Accounting Witness and subpoena fees Dues and subscriptions Auto expenses Repairs & Maintenance Pl'of essiona I deve l opalent Uniforms Appropriation to Town of - Vitte Platte Judge's retirement Civil fees - judge and marsha Advertising and publications Custodian Recordation fees Miscellaneous Travel Capital Outtay Debt service - Principal hterest Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balances, beginning Fund balances, ending 

39 

Crimina Court Cost 
$140,311 140,311 
18 3 12 I 3 
889 600 000 751 385 718 967 614 921 42.846 
2,700 86 1,478 535 
379 81 90,950 
49,361 121,486 $170,847 ======== 

Collection 
41,955 I_~C!63 _43,c!18 
1,063 3,045 1,754 
3,129 
7,275 27,100 
1.298 
4~4 ~,64 
(1,646) 

otals 
$140,311 41,955 1,063 183,329 

42,846 7,275 27,100 2,700 86 2,776 535 
379 81 135.614 

$ 90,742 38,667 998 130,3407 
998 2,488 3,600 20,109 3,000 14,651 2,656 1,590 225 3,250 29,011 6,931 24,047 801 2,706 511 408 1,848 12.669 2,143 390 92~=3~2 47,715 38,055 922 122,408 126=033 ~; (724) $170,123 $164,088 ======:== ======== ==== 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana Special Revenue Fund Criminal Court Cost Fund Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance Years Ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 
Revenues: Court costs Expenditures: Current - Office expense Supplemental salaries Accounting Witness and subpoena fees Dues and subscriptions Auto expenses Travel Repairs & Maintenance Professional development Uniforms Appropriation to City of Ville Platte Custodian Recordation fees ~iscellaneous Capital outlay Debt service - Principal Interest Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, begJnnin~ Fund balance, ending 
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1997 1996 

889 IB,600 3,000 12,751 385 718 535 1,967 614 3,921 42,846 2,700 86 1,478 
379 81 __90,950 

81] 20,109 3,000 14,651 66 1,848 3.,590 225 3,250 29,011 2,706 511 12,669 2,143 390 92 980 
49,361 (2,238) _~_121,486 123 724 $170,847 $121,486 



CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana Special Revenue Fund Collection Fund Comparative Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Ch6nges in Fund Balance Years Ended June 30. 1997 and 1996 
Revenues: Advance court cost fees Miscellaneous Total revenues Expenditures: Current - Marshall Court costs Office expense Auto expense Judges' retirement Advertising and publications Civil fees - judge & marshal Miscellaneous Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, beginning Fund balance (deficit), ending 
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1997 ]996 
$41,955 _ 1,063 43,01--8 
063 045 754 129 275 27,100 1 298 4_~4 664 

$38,667 998 39.665 
998 2,488 2,789 2,590 6,93] 80] 24,047 408 80,71__7 (I,646) (1,387> 922 2,309 $ (724) $ 922 



GENERAL FIXED ASSF, TS ACCOUNT GROUP 
TO account for fixed assets 
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CITY COLU{T OF VILLE PLATTE Ville P]atte, Louisiana Comparative Statement: of General Fixed Assets June 30, 199'7 and 1996 
General fixed assets, at cost Equipment 
Investment in general fixed assets: Property acquired from Criminal Court: Cost Fund 

2] 

1997 1996 
$22,548 
$22,548 
$22,546: 
$22,548 



CITY COU]~T OF VILLE PLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana Comparative Statement of Changes in General Fixed Assets Years Ended June 30, ].997 and 1996 
General fixed assets, beginning of year Additions Deductions General fixed assets, end of year 

22 

]997 1996 $22,548 $ 9,879 
$22,548 =~====~ 
12.669 
$22,548 ~~~ 



GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT ACCOUNT GROUP 
To account for future lease pay~nent~ on capital lease ag].~eement 
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CITY COURT OF VILLE PLATTE Ville Platte, Louisiana Statement of General Long-Term Debt; Years Ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Amount to be provided for the Retirement of General Long-Term Debt: Amount to be provided from court cost revenue 
General Long-Term Debt Payable Capital lease obligation payable 
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Criminal Court Cost Fund 1997 1996 
$ - 
$ - 
$ 225 
$ 225 



INTERNAL CONTROL AND COMPLIANCE 
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KOLDER, CHAMPAGNE, SLAVEN & RAINE!Y, LLC CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STAITDARDS 
The Honorable Donald J. Launey, Jr., Judge City Court of Vi]]_e Platte Vil].e Platte, Louisiana 

Lateye~e LA 70'~ 234 R~ Bee*e~e J F~ (3181232 &~ B,-ea~ B'idge L~ ?CY" ' Fa, (318) ~32 2p~ 
Fax (5,54):~4 3-73 40~ W LO~, s~ ~e~ Fax (31S) :~. >. ~ 

We have audited the financial statements of the City Court of Ville Platte a component unit of the City of Ville Platte, Louisiana, as of and for the yea~ ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report thereon dated September 29, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Audit~r~ Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Co~)liance As part of obtaining reasonable Vil]e Platte's financial statements are assurance about whether the City Court o( free of material misstatement, we performed test s of its compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on th~ determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion o:~ compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, according]y, we do not express such an opinion. The result of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Standards. Internal Control Over Financial Reportin 
Government Auditing 

In planning and performing our audit, we considered the City Court of vi]le Platte's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial[ statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over flnancia:L reporting. However, we noted a certain matter involving th~ internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be a reportable condition. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating tc significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control ove~: f~nancia], reporting that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the City Court of V~lle Platte's ability to record, process, summarize and report financial dat~ consistent with thE! assertions of management in the financial statements. 

26 MEMBER O~ ~ERIC~ INS3iT~E Or CERTIFIED ~BLIC ACC~,n ~, ' 5 .~OC,E1Y O~ LOU,S,~ 



Inadeouate Segregation of AccountJn~ Functions Due to the small number of employees, the City Court of Ville Platte did not have adequate segregation of functions within the accounting system. Recommendation Based upon the size of the operation and the cost-benefit of addition;~] personnel, it may not be feasible to achieve complete segregation of duties. Response: No response is considered necessary A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements in amounts that would be material in relation to th{ financial statements being audited may oc.cur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control Lhat might be reportab}c conditions and, accordingly, wou].d not necessarily disclose all reportsb] e conditions that are also considered to be a material weakness. However, we believe the reportable condition described above is a material weakness. This report is intended for the However, this report is a matter of limited. 

Ville Platte, Louisiana September 29, 1997 

informat:ion of the City Court of Vi]le public record and its distribution P]atte is no 
Kolder, Champagne, Slaven & Rainey, LLC Certified Pub]ie Accountants 

27 


