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COOK & MOREHART Certified l'ublic Accountants 1215 HAWN AVENUI'~ ~ SIIREVI~'ORT. LOUISIANA 71107 ~ 1".O. BOX 78240 ~ S|IREVI*:PORT, I,OUISIANA 71137-8240 

RAYI~BURN G COOK, CPA 1RAVIS }J MOR[:HART, ('pA KAREN D ]YKA, CPA VICKIFi 1) NOBI.E. CPA A EDWARD BAI.[., ('PA CHERYL H ~,~ANGRUM. CpA 
To the Members of the Board of Commissioners Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Servic:e District 

TI~LI,~PIIONF. (318) 222-5415 M b~%1BER AMERICAN ]N~I'fI'(fFE CF.R1 I [.lED PUBLIC? ACCOUtCFAN'rs SOCI[3"Y OF LOUISIANA CER'fIHH) PUBLI(' ACCOUNTANt[ S 
endent Auditors' ReDo 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District (the "District"), a component unit of thn Bossier Parish Police Jury, as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended. These financial statement:; are the responsibility of the District's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 
We c:onducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Stamlards, issued by the Comptroller G~neral of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit inc:ludes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the component unit financial statements referred in the first paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the District, a component unit of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, at December 31, 1996, end the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In acrordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated May 1, 1997 and shown on pages 16-17 on our consideration of Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District's internal control structure and a report dated May 1, 1997 and shown on page 18 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
Cook and Morehart Certified Public Accountants May 1, 1997 
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I]ossier P,zrish Emergency Medical Service District Haughton, Louisiana Financial Statements With Auditors" Report As of anti for the Year Ended December 31, 1996 

Jncler provisions of state law, this report is ~ p,Jb!ic ~:!oc:~nlel~t. A copy of the r~:,,..~ol [ has b:~.:-r~ ~d~mit- ted to lb~: :~uditec!, c,r re',:ic-:~,,~:::], entily .~-'.nd :~th:.'r ,! ',:~p; (.'/:~; ;;:'.~e p'.-:i:'t,c officia',s. th~ repori is ~",.,ai~abie for public ir~'.~pectiorz at tile Baton Rouge office of the L.~::gi'~,iative Audi- tor and, where approp[iate, at the office of the parish//:;/erk of court. ~J~ 02 i997 ~.~.lease Date -. -J 



Liabilities, Fund Equity and Other Credit Liabilitiies: Accounts payable Payroll liahilities Capital lease obligations Total liabilities 
Fund Equity: Investment in general fixed assets 
Fund balance: Unreserved; undesignated Total fund equity 

Bos~;ier Parish Emergency Medical Service District ined Balance Sheet - General Fund and Account Groups December 31. 1996 

Total liabilities, fund equity and ot 

The accompanying notes are an integral part 

General Fixed Assets General Account Fund Group _ 
522,288 78,892 385,745 

General Long-Term Debt TotaJ Account (Memorandum __ Group _ __ On/yl 
522,288 78.892 
385.745 



 

Bos..;ier Parish Emergency Medical Service District General Fund Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance For the Year Ended December 31, 1996 

Revenues: Assessment - user fee Charges for services - amhulanee fees Donations Bossier Parish Police Jury - appropriatiol Intere~;t 
Total revenues Expenditures: Current - public safety: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Debt service: Principal Interest and other charges Capital outlay Tetal expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expendilures Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance at end of year 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

$ 531,639 382,154 65,000 2,295 8,856 
989,944 
679,957 149.097 27,910 6,572 66,534 930,070 
59,874 598,875 $ 6567,~49 



Budgets 

Bossier ~arish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 (Continued) 
The District fallows these I~recedures in establishing the budgetary data reflected in these financia statements: 
A budget for the ensung year is prepared prior to December 31 of each year and is made available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to the beginning of each fiscal year. The proposed budget is prelJared on the casb basis of accounting. The budget is established and controlled by the board 3f commissioners at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must tpe reappropriated for the following year to be expended. All changes in the budget must be app'oved by the board of commissioners. There was one budget amendment during the year ended December 31, 1996, which is reflected in the budgetary comparisons included in the accompanying financial statements. The budget comparison statements included in the accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budgets an:l all subsequent amendments, The following schedule reconciles excess (deficiency) of revenues and other sources over expenditures and other uses on page 4 (budget basis) with the amounts shown orJ page 3 (GAAP basis): 
Excess (deficiency) of revenues and other source over expenditures (budget basis) Adjustments: Revenue accruals-net Expenditures accruals-net Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures (GA,~,P basis 
Encumbrances 

General Fund 1996 7,046) 
72,685 ( 526_5 
~_ 59~8_8 z_4 

Encumbrance accounting is employed as an extension of the formal budgetary process. Under this method, purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation. Any encumbrances outstanding at year end are reported as reservations of fund balances since they do not constitute expenditures or liabilities. 1here were no encumbrances outstanding at December 31, 1996. 
Continued) 



 
Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District General Fund Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - Budgel (Cash Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended December 31. 1996 

Revenues: Assessment - user fee Charges for services - ambulance fees Donations Bossier Parish Police Jury - appropriatiol Intere.'tt 
Total revenues Expenditures: Current - public safety: Personal services and related benefits OpE~rating services Debt .';er vice: Principal Interest Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenues over expenditures Fund balance at beginning of year 

Fund balance at end of year 

Variance Favorable Actual Budqet LUnfavorable 
$ 482,277 358,632 2,295 8,855 
$ 479,372 350,000 2,500 2,295 9,400 852,259 843,567 

674,350 148,939 
27,910 6,572 1.534 
670,376 230.168 
27,900 6,600 5,750 

$ 2,905 8,832 2,500 
545 _. 8,692 
3,974 81.229 
10 28 4,216 

859,305 940,794 81,489 7,046 
97.227 

97,227) 90,181 
97,227 

The accompanying notes are an integral par': of this statemeet. 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 (Continued) 

Capital Lease Obligations at De'ember 31, 1996 are comprised of the following two agreements Agreement dated August 1, 1994 for the lease-purchase of two ambulances totaling $97,646; due in 60 monthly payments of $1,911; effective intE~rest rate 3f approximately 6.75% Agreement dated October 17, 1994 for the lease-purchase of an ambulance totaling $48,823; due in 60 monthly payments of $962; effective interest rate of approximately 7.05% Total capita 
Future minimu as follows: 

$ 52,626 
27,996 
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RAYI;KURN G. COOK. CFA TRAVIS H. MOR[:HAR I. CPA KARI;N l) "l y~A, ('pA VIf'KIE D. NOIM 1], (']'A A. El)WARD BAI.I, CpA (',qlJR'(I. H k~ANGRLTM, CPA 
TELI~I'II(INE (318) 222-5415 MEMBt.R AMERICAN INSI [I IrFE CER rtl lED PUBLIC ACCOUNIANFS SOCH,7[ y OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUtqFAF~rs ~Eoort on Internal Central Structure Based on an Audit of Component Unit Financial Statements Pertormed in Accordance With Government huditino Standards 

To the Members of the Board of Commissioners Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
We have audited the component unit financial statements of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District, a component unit of the Bossier Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report tbereon dated May 1, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted a~diti.~ standards ~d G~vem~e~. Auditi~a_S3.~v,_d=ds, issued, b,~/t~.e 0o~gtroller General ~f tke g~ited States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are flee of material misstatement. 
The management of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits aM related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absollute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordanc8 with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of component unit financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and trot be detected. Also, projection cf any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation or policies and procedure:i may deteriorate. 
In planning and performing our audit of :he component unit financial statements of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respec~ to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedu'es and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the component unit financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 



Our consideration of the internal cnnlrol structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal conlLrol structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Cortified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that error or irregularities in amounts that would I~e material in relation to the component unit financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. lhis report is intended for the information of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District. However this report is a matter of public recor[ and its distribution is not limited. 
Cool< & Morehart Certified Public Accountants May 1, 1997 
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_Co m~liance Report Based on on Audit of Component Unit Financia Statements Perform(d in Accordance With Government Auditinq Standards 
To the Members of the Board of Commissioners Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District 
We bave audited tile financial statements of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District, a component unit of the Bossier Parish Pnlice Jury, as of and re) the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated May 1, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordanc,; with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller Eeneral of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasoeabb~ assu/nce about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
Compliance with laws, regulations, coutracts, and grants applicable to the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District is the responsibility of management of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the District's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, conVacts, and grants. However, the cbjective of our audit of the financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with suct provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported herein under Government Auditina Standards. This report is intended for the information of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District. However this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Cook & Morehart Certified Puhlic Accountants May 1, 1997 
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Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 (Continued) 
entity is financial accountEbility. The GASD has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1. Appointing a votinc majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of tl~e police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or b. The potential fer the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financia burdens on tim police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 
3. Organizations for ~hich the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the police jury cr~~ated the District, appoints a voting majority of the District's governing board and has the ability ':o impose its will on the District, the District was determined to be a component unit of the Bos',;ier Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements presert information only on the funds maintained by the District and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the Bossier Parish financial reporting entity. 

C. Fund Accounting The Distrit't uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregatin~ transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund is a separate accouuting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not rec(rded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

Contirmed) 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 (Continued) 
The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplementary informztion for the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Parochial Employees' Retiremen: System, Post Office Box 14619, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-4619, or by calling (504) 9:28-1361. Under Plan A, members are reEuired by state statute to contribute 9.5 percent of their annual covered salary and the District is requi~'ed to contribute at an actuarially determined rate. The current rate is 7.25 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one-fourth of one percent (except Orleans and Ea=;t Baton Rouge Parishes) of the taxes shown to he collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. These tax dogars are divided between Plan A and P~an B based proportiana'Lely on the salaries of the active memb,~rs of each plan. The contribution requirements of plan members and the District are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by an actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. 
The District's contributions to ~he System under Plan A for the year ending December 31, 1996 and 1995, w~'re $34,251 and $34,,|07, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 



 



Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Bossier Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The ba,';ic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting 

Continued 



5) Operating Lease 

Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 (Continued) 

The District leases space for housing an ambulance and full-time employees at the Central Fire Station - Benton Fire District #4 under an operating lease. Lease payments on this space for the year ended December 31, 1996 was $3,0(.3. There are no commitments undnr this operating lease in excess of one year 
6) Pension Plan Beginning in 1995, employees of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District became members of the Parochial Employees Retirement System of Louisiana (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan administered by a separate board of trustees. The System is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and F'lan B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All employees of the District are members of Plan A. 
All permanent employees workin~l at least 28 hours per week who are paid wholly or in part from District funds are eligible to participate in the System. Under Plan A, employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after ago 55 with at least 26 years of creditable service, or at any age with at east 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those em!~loyees who were m~mt~ers of the supplemental plan only before January 1, 1980, the benefit: is equal to one percent of final-average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental-plan-only service e~rned before January 1, 1980. Final.average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 comecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employee,'= who terminate with at least the amount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contrJhutions may retire at the ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of terminztion. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established or amended by state statute. 

Continued) 



Bossier ~arish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 (Continued) 
3) Changes in General Fixed Assets The changes in general fixed assets for 1996 are as follows 

Vehicles Building and Office Equipment Medical Communication Equipment 

Balance January 1 1996 Balance December 31 Additions Deductions 1996 $ 174,646 $ 85,000 8,000) $ 231,646 
110,045 32,715 11.601 

- 256) 109,789 706 1,261) 32,160 828 279) 12,150 $ 329,007 $ 66,534 ~ 9,796) $ 385,745 
4) Changes in General Long-Term [lebt The following is a summary of capital lease transactions of the Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District for the year ended Decumber 31, 1996: 

Capital Lease Obligalions 

Continued 

Balance Balance December 31, 1996 December 31 1995 Payments 1996 
$ 108,532 $ ( 279,9~_10) $ 806~6~_22 



Bossier Parish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 ICentinued) 
Funds of the District are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the district's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term debt. Governmental funds of the District include: 
General Fund - the general operating fund of the district and accounts for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in other funds. D. Basis of Accounting 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. The General Fund s accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. The operatilg statement of the General Fund presents increases end decreases in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by the General Fund. The General Fund uses the following prnctices in recording revenues and expenditures: 
Revenues "]'he assessment - user fees are recorded in the year the assessment is due and payable. The assessment is made on a calendar year basis and attach as an enforceable lien and become due and payable en the date the tax rolls - assessments are filed with the recorder of mortgages. The assessment - user fees become delinquent if net paid by December 31st of each year, "[he ambulance fees are recorded when susceptible to accrual, i.e., both measurable and available. 
Interest lucerne on demand and time deposits are recorded when the interest has been earned and the amount is determinzLble. All other revenues are recorded when the District is entitled to the funds. 
Expenditures Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is i~curred. 

Continued) 



Under state law, the District may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities are 90 d~=ys or less, they are classified as cash equivalents. 

Continued) 



Bossier ~arish Emergency Medical Service District Notes to Financial Statements December 31, 1996 (Continued) 
K. Compensated Absences Employees of the District earn from five to ten, 24 hour shifts of vacation leave each year, depending on their lengths of service, and five, 24 hour shifts of sick leave. Upon separation of employment, an employee will be paid for accrued, unused vacation leave. Accumulated sick leave is forfeited upon separation of employment. 
At December 31, 1996, the amount of accumulated employee leave benefits is not material; therefore, the ga~tility for cc~mpensated absences has not been included in the accompanying financial statements. The cost of kave privileges, computed in accordance with the above codification, is recognized as a current-year expenditure when leave is actually taken. 
L. Assessment --User Fee A primary revenue source is the user fee assessed by the District. The District is authorized to levy a user fee not to exceed $36.00 per year to assess persons owning each residential or commercial structure located wholly or partly within the boundaries of said District. M Use of Estimates 
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles requires management to make estimates end assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and expenses during the reportir~g period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 2} Cash and Cash Equivalents At December 31, 1996, the District has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $91,771, in interest bearing demand deposit:;. These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting hank halances) must h~ secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amc,unt on deposit with the financial institution. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fis,'al agent hank in a custodial hank that is mutually acceptable to hath parties. At December 31, 1996, the District had $121,669 in deposits (collected bank balances). This entire amount was insured or ccllateralized by FDIC as of December 31, 1996. Continued) 


