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Honorable Lee Thevenot Avoyelles Parish Assessor Marksville, Louisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor, a component unit if the Avoyelles Parish Police Jury, Marksville, Louisiana, as of and for the years ended December 31, 1996 and 1995, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Assessor. Our responsibility is to express an opinion cn these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted o auditing stand by the Comptro standards requ obtain reasona financial stat audit includes supporting the financial stat accounting pri management, as financial stat provides area 

ur audit in accordance ard lle ire ble 
and governme General of t hat we plan ssurance abo ements are free ex amou ement ncipl well ement sonab 
ining, on nts and di s. An aud es used an as evalua presentat le basis f 

t aud e Uni nd pe t whe mate est b osure 

wit iti ted rfo the ria asi s i 

h gen ng st Stat rm th r the s, ev n the also includes ignificant es g the overall ~ We believe our opinion~ 

erally accepted andards issued es. Those e audit to general purpose statement. An idence general purpose assessing the timates made by general purpose that our audit 
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor, Marksville, Louisiana, as of' December 31, 1996, and the results of its operations for the two years then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
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AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, t.OUISIANA COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP DECEMBER 31, 1996 

Cash (Note 5) Investments, at cost (Note 5) Ad Valorem Tax Receivable Tax Roll Fees State Revenue Sharing Receivable A/R - Other Equipment (Note 2) Total Assets 

Governmental Fund TvDe General Fund $135,472 240,000 314,186 5,729 66,540 2,357 
$764,284 

b! A I! :I_ b I_T 2_E _S A ~ !} _F U__N _D _E ~ i! ! 2 X Liabilities: Accounts Payable 
Total Liabilities Fund Equity: Investment in General Fixed Assets Fund Balance: Unreserved - Undesignated Total Fund Equity Total Liabilities and Fund Equity 

$ 88 
88 

764,196 764,196 
$764,284 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



Account Group General Fixed Assets 

103,072 i03,072 

103,072 
103 , 072 
$;103,072 

Total /Memorandum Only) 
1995 1995 

$ 867,356 $ 770,880 

88 
88 

103,072 764,196 867,268 

$ 103 
103 
102,447 668,330 770,777 

$ 867,356 $ 770,880 



 

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES N FUND BALANCES - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND FOR THE YEARS ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 AND 1995 
REVENUES_ Taxes -- Ad valorem State Revenue Sharing OJT Reimbursement Interest Tax Roll Fees TOTAL REVENUES EXPENDITURES General Government Current Operating Salaries Assessor Deputies Other Insurance Benefits Retirement Benefits Unemployment Benefits Bank Charges Expense Allowance Travel Expense Auto Supplies office Supplies Professional Services Other Insurance Dues, Ads & Subscriptions Equipment Expense Postage Telephone Capital Outlay TOTAL EXPENDITURES Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund Balance at beginning of year 

1996 1995 $310,605 $294 99,810 99 1,488 1 18,583 17 13,086 7 443,572 
50,760 186,000 3,192 33,697 12,346 208 12 5,076 3,522 3,025 9,555 19,448 6,097 2,614 3,060 1,685 6,784 625 

084 556 139 078 427 419,284 
50,760 172,080 8,240 34,939 13,153 243 0 5,)76 2 761 3 843 8 826 13 938 4 981 3 258 8 502 2 602 5 881 1 653 347,706 ~40Q~736 95,866 668,330 Fund Balance at end of year 764,196 
78,548 589,782 668,330 The accompanying notes are an ~ntegral part of this statement 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE~ LOUISIANA STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES N FUND BAI.ANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAl. FUND TYPE FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 
RF.VENUES Taxes -- Ad valorem State Revenue Sharing Interest Salary Reimbursement Tax Roll Fees TOTAL REVENUES EXPENDITURES Genera]_ Government Current Operating Salaries Assessor' Deputies Other Insurance Benefits Retirement Benefits Unemployment Benefits Bank Charges Expense Allowance Travel Expense Auto Supplies office supplies Professional Service Other Insurance Dues, Ads & Subs Equipment Expense Postage Telephone Capital Outlay TOTAL EXPENDITURES Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund Balance at beginning Fund Balance at end of year 

ACTUAL BUDGET $310,605 99,810 18,583 1,488 !3.,086 443.L572 
50,760 ~86,000 3,192 33,697 12,346 208 12 5,076 3,522 3,025 9,555 19,448 6,097 2,614 3,060 1,685 6,784 625 !~_L7706 95,866 66~_L330 764,196 

$305,000 105,000 13,500 12,000 435,500 
50 186 3 34 12 
760 000 234 000 344 250 5,076 3,600 3,600 9,600 17,500 6,000 2,800 9,600 2,400 6,500 1,000 354,264 81,236 666,258 747,494 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE IUNFAVOR.) 5,605 5,190) 5,083 1,488 i,086 8,072 

42 303 2) 42 12) 78 575 45 1,948) 97) 186 6,540 715 ( 284) 375 6,558. 14,630 2,072 16,702 
The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



INTRODUCTION 
AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAl_ STATEMENTS 

As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessors are elected by the voters of each parish, Orleans Parish excepted, and serve terms of four years. The assessors assess property, prepare tax rolls, and submit the rolls to the Louisiana Tax Commission as prescribed by law. The Assessor is authorized to appoint as many deputies as may be necessary for the efficient operatio]~ of the office and provides assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. The deputies are authorized to perform all functions of the office, but the assessor is officially and pecuniary responsible for the actions of the deputies. The Assessor's office is located in the Avoyelles Parish Courthouse in Marksville, Louisiana. The Assessor employs 9 employees, including 8 deputies. In accordance with Louisiana law, the assessor bases real and movable property assessments on conditions existing on January 1 of the tax year. The assessor completes an assessment listing by May 1 of the tax year and submits the list to the parish governing authority and the Louisiana Tax Commission as prescribed by law. Once the assessment listing approved, the assessor submits the assessment roll to the parish tax collector who is responsible for collecting and distributing taxes to the various taxing bodies. At December 31, 1996, there are 18,067 real property and movable property assessments totaling $93,925,580. 



i. A. IG 

AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
ING POLICIES O 

(GAAP) a Accounti promulga reportin transact 
B. REPORTING ENTITY As the purposes, th reporting en entity consi (b) organiza financial ac nature and s primary gove reporting en incomplete. 

governin e Avoyel tity Avo sts of ( tions fo countabl ignifica rnment a tity's f 

g authority of the parish, for the les Parish Police Jury is the fina yelles Parish. The financial repo a) the primary government (police r which the primary government is e, and (c) other organizations for nce of their relationship with the re such that exclusion would cause inancial statements to be misleadi 

ncial rting jury), which the ng or 

I. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or 



2. 
3. 

AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. jury does not fiscally dependent 
Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because of one or more of the reasons stated abov assessor was determined to be a component unit of the A\,oyelles Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting The accompanying financial statements present informat only on the funds maintained by the assessor and do no present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by the governmental unit, other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 

C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

i0 

e, the unit. ion t or the 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balanclng set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. General Fund The General Fund, as provide by Louisiana Revised Statue 13:781, is the principal fund of the assessor and is used to account for the operations of the assessor's office. Compensation received from the various taxing bodies is accounted for in this fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental fund is accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. The revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. Ad valorem taxes and interest revenues are treated as "susceptible to accrual". Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

ii 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
E. BUDGET PRACTICES Budgets are adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. Annual appropriated budgets are adopted fer the General Fund. All annual appropriations lapse at fiscal year end. 
F. ENCUMBRANCES The Avoyelles Parish Assessor does not use encumbrance accounting. 
G,, CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS _AI~_D INVESTMENTS Cash includes amounts ill demand deposits, interest-bearlng demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the assessor may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices Jn Louisiana. H. PREPAID ITEMS The Avoyelles Parish Assessor's policy is to expense all items in the period purchased. This policy does not materially misstate the financial statements. 

12 



I. FIXED ASSISTS F operat genera expend assets been p 

AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
ixed assets us ions (general 1 fixed assets itures in the are valued at rovided on the The with the involved J ,, 

expe vaca prov 

ed in the governmental fund type fixed assets) are accounted for in the account group, and are recorded as governmental fund when purchased. Fixed historical cost and no depreciation has general fixed assets. account group is not a "fund". It is concerned only measurement of financial position and is not with measurement of results of operations. COMPENSAT~ ABSENCES Accumulated unpaid vacation is recorded as an nditure in the period paid. The amount of accumulated tion is undetermined at this time, therefore, no ision has been made in the financial statements. The cost of curr accordance with GASB as a current-year exp is actually taken. T requiring current res long-term obligations 
K. 

account group. 
LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS Long-term obligations expected to be financed General Fund are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for princ interest payments for long-term obligations accoun 

13 
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from the ipal and t group. 



L. FUND EQUITY Reserves 

AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILiE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL. STATEMENTS 

Designated Fund Balance Designated fund balance represents tentative plans for future use of financial resources. 
M. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS The total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they a~e presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
2. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS Changes in general fixed assets are summarized as follows: 

Balance - ending 
14 

1996 1995 $102,447 625 $100,794 1,653 
103,072 102,447 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUJSIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAl. STATEMENTS 
3. CASH AND RELATED INVESTMENTS At December 31, 1996, equivalents (book balances) Demand Deposits Time Deposits 'Total 

the assessor has cash and cash totaling $375,472 as follows: $135,472 240,000 375,472 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. At December 31, 1996, the assessor has $375,472 in deposits. These deposits are secured from risk by $200,000 of federal deposit insurance and the remainder is secured by pledged securities held by the custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category #3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 

15 

days of being notified has failed to pay 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVI[.LE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS NOTE 4_ -- PENSION pLANS C03~INUEDI As provided by Louissiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions to the System for the years December 3]_, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $12,346, $13,153, and $12,789, respectively, equal to the required contribution for each year. 
5. EXPENDITURES OF THE ASSESSOR NOT INCLUDED IN THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

6. AD VALOREM TAXES Ad valorem taxes are levied by October 1 at a rate of 5.57 mills and are due upon receipt of the tax bill and are delinquent if not paid before January i of the following year. On January i, a tax lien attaches on property to secure the payment of all taxes, penalties, and interest ultimately imposed. 

17 



t. Dolton IXcRight. CPA Jconelle R. t~cR;ghl. CFA 
11817 6tlckSO'nc Ave., Su;Ic [ ~Ion Rouge, tou;s~ono 70816 (504) 292-2041 

COMPLIAhICE REPORT BASE:D ON AN AUDIT OF COMPONENT UNIT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of Avoyelles Parish Assessor, Marksville, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 18, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditinq Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit f~nancia] statements are free of material misstatement. 
Compliance applicable Louisiana, management. whether the material mi compliance contracts, provide an provisions. 

with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants to the Avoyelles Parish Assessor, Marksville, is the responsibility of the Assessor's As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about component unit financial statements are free of sstatement, we performed tests of the Assessor's with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and grants. However, our objective was not to opinion on overall compliance with such Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana J~tne 18, 1997 
]8 Ucmbcrs o[ ~mcrlcon Insiilule ol Cerlificd Public AccounlonLs ond Sociely of Lou~slono Cerlificd Public Accounlorfls. 



 

11817 8cic,~som~ Ave.. Su[Le ~ ~;~[on Rouge. [ouis~ono 70~16 (504) 292-2041 [. D~llon k~cR,gN, CPA Jc, or, elie R. ~c~igRE.~9ORT ON THE INTERNAl- CONTROL STRUCTURE IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS We have audited the general purpose financial statements of Avoyelles Parish Assessor, Marksville, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 18, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditinq Standards,. issued by st ob f:L 
the andar tain nanci 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those ds require that we plan and perform the audit to reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose al statements are free of material misstatement. 7he Avoyelles Parish Assessor is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objective of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of component unit financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations J n any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projections of any ewlluation of the structure to future periods Js subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the component unit financial statements of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

19 Mcmb~~s of/~nericon Ir, sl;lule of Ce,lified Publ]c Accounlor, ls ond Sociel/of [ou;sTon,3 Cerlified Public Acco[mlonls. 



We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. Reportable conditions are included in the attached "Schedule of Internal Control Structure Reportable Conditions". Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we believe none of the reportable conditions described in the schedule is a material weakness. This report is intended for the information of the Assessor, add Legislative Auditor's Office. However, this report is a matter of public record, and its distribution is not limited. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana June 18, 1997 
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AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR MARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA SCHEDULE! OF INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE REPORTABLE CONDITION For the Year Ended December 31, 1996 
FINDING: Inadequate segregation of duties. CONDITION: The Assessor's staff is not large enough to permit an adequate segregation of employee duties for effective internal control over the purchasing (invoice approval, processing and general ledger) and reporting (journal entry preparation, approval and recordation) cycles. CRITERIA: The processing of purchases and journal entries under the control of one person represents a failure to segregate the incompatible accounting activities. EFFECT: The effect is such that errors, either intentional or unintentional, in the processing of purchases and journal eDtries could occur and not be detected in a timely manner add in the ordinary course of operations. CAUSE: The size of the Assessor's staff does not permit an adequate segregation of incompatible duties. RECOMMENDATION: Due to the its size the Assessor does not have sufficient staff to establish adequate segregation of duties. Therefore, the cost associated with reducing this deficiency in the design or operation of the internal control structure may not be considered justified. AUDITEE RESPONSE: The Assessor has noted this condition and has determined that the cost necessary to establish adequate segregation of duties is not justifiable at the current time. 

21 


