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April 21, 1997 
To the Members of the Board of Commissioners ASCENSION PARISII COMMUNICATION DISTRICT Donaldsonville, 1,onisiana 
We have audited the genera/pnrpose: financial statements of the ASCENSION PAR1SII COMMUNICATION ])ISTRICT for the year ended December 31, 1996, and bare issued our report thereon dated April 21, 199.'. Professional standards requir~ that we provide you with the following information related to our audit. 
()/jr Re:gponsilLi[i_!y_l~jde~ Ge!mr:~l_ljk A_eeel~?_Led A3tOi_t._i~ Standards and Government Audi(it~g St and_ards As stated in our engagement letter dated November 6, 1996, our responsibility, as described by professional standards, is to plan and perform our audit to obtain reasonable, but not absolute, assurance abolll whether the general purpose f!nancial statements are free of material misstatement. /3ecause of the concept of reasonable assurance and because we did not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is a risk that ~aterial errors, irregularities, or illegal acts, including fraud and defalcations, may exist and not be (etected by us. As part of our audit, we co';lshlered the internal control strut/tire of the ASCENSION PARIS// COSIMUNICATION 1)ISTRICT. Sucl" cousiderations were solely for the purpose of determining our audit proeedures and riot tO provide any 3sstlral)ee concerning such internal control structure. 
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As part of obtainthg reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free el material misstatement, we performed tests of the /~_NCENSION PARISH COMMUNICATION I)IS'I'RICT~S compliance with certain provisions cf laws, re~gdations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our tests was not to provide art opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Significant Accounting Polici~ Management has the responsibility for selection and use of appropriate accounting policies. In accordance with the terms of our engagement letter, we will advise management about the appropriateness of accounting policies and their application, The significant accounting policies used by the District are described in Note I to the general purpose financial statements. No new accounting policies were adopted and the application of existing policies was not changed during the year ended December 31, 199(;. We noted no transactions en:ered into by the ASCENSION PAR1SII COMMUNICATION DISTRICT during the year that were both significant and unusual, and of which, under professional standards, we arc reqnired to inform you, or transactions for which there is a lack of authoritative gnidat~ce of 
_A c c otmli_ng l';stijl mtt~s Acconnting estimates are an integral part of the general purpose financial statenlents prepared by nlal:agement and are based on managcment's current jndglnents. Certain accounting estimates arc particularly sensitive because of their significance to the general purpose financial statements and because of t?~e possibility that fi~ture events affecting them may differ significantly from ma1~agement's curretlt judgments, Siglaifiea!~t AAmdil Adjustments For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a significant audit adjustment as a proposed correction of the genera[ purpose financial statements that, in our judgment, may not have been detected except through our auditing procedures. These adjustments may include those proposed by us but not recorded by tile AS;CENSION PARI~;tl COMMUNICATION D1STRICT that couht potentially cause fntmc financial statements to be materially misstated, even though we have concluded that such adjustments are not material to the current general purpose financial statements. We recorded several audit adjustments related to accounts receivable, capita/ assets, accounts payable, and reclassification. The errors appea~ to have been caused by interest income receivable not being accrued, capital assets not being recordeti correctly, invoices not recorded in the proper fiscal period, and various misclassifications. The corrections were considered mate:ial ill relation to the general purpose financial statements of the ASCENSION PARIStl COMMUN1CA'IION DISTRICT taken as a whole. 



l) isal]'. ts with Ma For purposes of this letter, professiolal standards define a disagreement with management as a matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, concerning a financial accounting, reporting, or auditing matter that could be significant to the general purpose financial statements or the auditors' report. We are p]eased to report that no such disagreements arose during the course of our audit. 
_Consu!Dlions w i_lbOlljer lnd ent A cc_gAulta his To the best of our knowle:ige, manageracnt has not consulted with or obtained opinions from other indeIzendent accountants during the p~st year that are'. subject to the requirements of Statement on Auditing Standards No. 50, Reports on the A]~plication of Accounting Principles. Discussed Prior of ~3~endenL Auditors We generally discuss a variety of matters, inchlding the application of accounting principles and auditing standards, with management each year prior to retention as the ASCENSION PARISH COMMUNICATION ]DISTRICT'S auditors. However, th(se discussions occurred in the normal course of our professional relationship and our responses were not a condition of our retention. Difficullics Encountered in Performing_the Au!]jt We encountered no significant diffic.dties in dealing with management in performing our audit 
This information is intended solely managemcnt of the AS_C...ENSION ~ARI~ purpose. 

for the use of the Members of the Board of Commissi( _n COMD.U__N3~:ATION D_D~rNc'r and should not be used for 
Very truly yours, ~ ~ 

mers and any other 
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Members of the Board of Commissioners ASCENSIC,N PARISIt COMMUNICATION D1srmc'r l)onaldsonville. Louisiana 

PORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the ASCENSION PARISIt COMMUNICATION DISTR[('I, a component unit of the Ascension Parish Council, as of and for the years ended December 31, 1996 and 1995, and have issued our report thcrcon dated April 21; 1997. Wc have conducted our audits in accorcance with generally accepted auditing standards and Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and pcrft~rm the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of mal(.iia[ misstatement. 
The management of ASCENSION PARISH COMMUNICATION DISTRICT is responsible for establishing and maimahling an internal control strncture. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management arc required to assess Ihe expected benefits and related c~)sts of internal control policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguazded against loss from unauthorized use or dis)osition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with mana~emc'nt's authorization and recorded properly to ~ ermit the preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting princ pies. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, cNnrs or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structule to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operftion of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
In plain'Ling and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the ASCENSION PARISll COMMUNICATION I)ISTRICT for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether thzy have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in nrdcr to delcrminc our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial s~:llemenls and not to provide assurance oil the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion 
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INDH'ENDEN 1" AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANC 

Members of the Board of Commissioners ASCENSION PARISH C, OMMUNICATION I)ISTRICT l)onaldsonville, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose fii~ancial statements of ASCENSION PAR1SI[ COMMUNICATION D1STRICI, a component unit of the Ascension Parish Council, as of and for tile years ended December 31, 1996 and 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated April 21, 1997. We condtLcted our audits in accordance wi:h generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of tile United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform tilt' audits to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements arc free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts applicable to ASCENSION PARISH COMMUNICATION DISTRI('I, is the responsibility of the District's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material nlJsstatement, we performed tests of the District's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts. However, the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide all opininn on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such aR 
The results of our tests of compliance disclosed the following instance of noncompliance that may be material t(, the general purpose financial statements but for which the ultimate resolution cannot presently be deft*mined. Accordingly, no provision for any liability that may result has been recognized in the ASCENSION l'a~:lSlZ COMMUNICATION DISTRICT'S 1996 financial statements. 
nding The District did not comply with the following requirements of IRS 39:1304(c), 1305, 1306, and 1307. a. All action necessary to adopt and finalize the budget should be completed prior to year end. The adopted budget should contain [he same iuformation as that required for the proposed budget. b. The proposed budget should be submitted to the governing auth~rity and made available for public inspection at least 15 days prim to the beginning of the budget year. c. To the extent that proposed expenditures were greater than $250,000, the budget should be made available for public inspcctior, and should be advertised in the official journal. The adverdsemett[ should include the (late, time, and place of tile public hearing. A t,udgct summary should be published in the official journal at least 10 days H ior 9 
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We noted certain matters involving the ir ternal control structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by t ne American Institute of Certified Public Aecountants. Reportable conditions involve ntatters coming to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summari7e, and report financial data consistent with the a~sertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. 
Finding 

Recommendation Management's response 

The segregation of duties is inadequate to provide effective internal control. The condition is due to the limited immber of accounting personnel. No action is recommended We concur with the finding A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal conlro[ structure elements does not rednce to a rdatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that wot~ld be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected wilhin a timely period by employees in the norraal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditicms that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we believe that the reportable conditions described above are inaterial weaknesses. This report is intended for the information of the Board of Commissioners, management, and the Ascension Parish Council and the Legislative Aud tors' Office. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Donaldsonville, Louisiana April 21, 1997 



ASCENSION PARISII COMMUNICATION D _DO NALI)SONVILLE, LOUISIANA NOTES TO FINANCIAL 
of Sianificant F. _Bndge_t Pra_c_tj~es n K Pojc_ies (cg_nfi m[e_d.~ 
W'hen actual revenues within a fired are failing to meet estimated annual budgeted revenues by five percent or more, and/or actual expenditures are exceeding estimated budgeted expenditures by five percent ox more, the budget should be amended Io reflect such changes and adopted by the District in an open meeting. Budgeted amounts included in th(: financial statements include the original adopted budget, or as amended by the Communication District. 
Under state law, tbc District may deposit flmds within a fiscal agent bank organized under tim laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the Union or the laws of the United States. '/'he District may fl~vesl in certificates and time del)osits of stale banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having p~ incipal offices in l.ouisiana. At year end, the carrying anaount of tte District's deposits was $195,028 and the bank balance was $197,571. Of the b~nk balance $186,039 was covered by federal depository insurance and $11,532 was covered by collalctal held by the pledging bank's agent in 1tie District's name. n General Fix A st,nmary of Changes in General Fixed Assets follows 
Building Improvements Equipment 

Balance J anuar2~l _1996 $ 45,040 _ 20_,_1_18 
Balance Additions Deletions December 3 I~ 1996 

$ $ ~~_U 6~6~84 $ 45,040 __ 6331~802 
4. N[d)sqxluenl Event In January, 1997, tim District issued Certificates of Indebtedness totaling $190,000, The Certificates wetc issued to assist with payment of expenditures incurred for the new 800 MHZ radio trunking system. 
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A~_CENSION P ARISIt COMMUNICATI D ONA LI)SQNVJ_[,I~F~_~_Lou 1 S AN A NOT1 
f Siunifi D. Basis of Accou_nting 

Revenues 

D 
P~ BLin_ued~_ 

Commissions on telephone bill,, are recorded ill the year earned. Interest is recorded when paid and accraed for reporting purposes. Expend itA!res 
Total Cohlrnns oil 

F. Btld etgckPP r act ic_e.s_' 

The budgel for tile General Furd was prepared on tile modified accrual basis of accounting 
7 
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Management's response: 

Manageinent's response: 

to the public bearing. Notice should also be published certifying that all actions required by the Local Government Budget Act have been completed. d. The proposed budget should be made available for public inspection at the required location. 
We will comply with the above budget requirements in the future 
LRS 39:1310 requires amendment to the general fund budget when aclual expenditures exceed budgeted expenditures by five percent or more. l:or the year ended December 31, 1996, the general fund budget had not been amended as required. 
We will amend our budgets when necessary in the future We considered these instances of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether the ASCENSION I'ARIM COMMUNICATION I)ISTRICT~S 1996 gene;al purpose financial statements are presented fairly, in all material respects in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated April 21 1997, on those general purpose financial statements. This report is intended for the information of the Board of Commissioners, management, the Ascension Parish (Touncil and the 1 egislative Auditors' Office. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distributi(m is not limited. 

I)onaldsonville, Louisiana April 21, 1997 
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ASCENSION PARISH COMMUNICATION DISTRICT 

S um~!mA~, of Significant Acco 
NOT] D QNALDSONy. I I,_LE, LOUISIANA S TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
n~, Polici~ (continued Organizations for which the reporting entity's financial statements would be misleading if data oI the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the council appoints all inembers to the District's Board of Commissioners, the District was determined to be a component unit of the Ascension Parish Council, the financial reporting entity. The accompaT~ying financial statements present information only on the fnnds maintained by the District and do not present infc.rmation on the council, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or th~ other governmental nnits that comprise ti'e financial reporting entity. B. Fund Accounting The accounts of the District are organized on the basis of fimds and account gronps, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fired are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprises it's assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditmcs. Revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be sI,cnt and the means by which spendir:g activities are controlled. The funds presented in the financial statements are described as fellows: _(Sener al t:nnd The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 33:9106, which provides that a percenta~ge of the telephone bills collected throughout the parish be transmitted to the District to defray its expenditures. C. General Fixed Assets and Long Term_ Obliga_t.ion~s Fixed assets used in governmenlal fund type operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in Ihe general fixed asset!; account group rather than in the governmental funds. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are vaiued at historical cost. All other fixed assets used by the District ate provided by the parish governing body and are accounted for in their general fixed assets accaunt group. There are no long-term obligations at Decernher 31, 1996 
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I~stlelLhwai|e & Ncttcrvillc A Profi'~sional A<cou~ltl)lg ('orporat[on Ci-n~rlF lED PLlf:~[.IC ACCOUNTAN] S 1[78 Mt MORIAI DRIVE ~ f'OS1 Of:FIDE BOX 1190 ~ DONA[ DSONVILI I!, LOUISLANA 70346 ~ TEl EPt [ONE {!>04) 473 4179 ~ FAX [604) 474 7 

INDEPENDENT AuDrrORS' REPORT 
Members of the Board of Commissioners ASCENSION PARISH C.OMMUNICATION I)IS'?RICq" Donaldsonville, l.ouisiana 
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of ASCENSION PARISII COMMLINIt VI IC, N I)ISTRICT, a component unit of the Ascension Parish Council as of December 31, 1996, and for the years ended 1)ecember 31, 1996 and 1995, as listed in the Table of Contents. These general purpose financial statements aw the responsibility of the District's inanagement. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general ptupose financial statements based on our audits. We conducted our audits in accordance wi:h generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Sta~zdar&, issued by tile Comptroller General of tile United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform lhe audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether tile general purpose financial statements are free of lnaterial nlisstatem~.ml. An audR includes cxalnh~ing, on a test bfsis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general pmt,osc financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as eva]ualing the overall general purpose financial statements. We believe that om :mdils provide a reasonable basis for err opinion. Ill our opinion, the general purpose financial statelnents referred to above present fairly, in all Inaterial respects, tile financial position of ASCENSION PARISH COMMUNICATION ]DISTRICT, as of December 31, 1996 and the results (fl" its operations for the two years then ended m conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Gowernment Auditil:g Standards, we have also issued a report dated April 21, 1997 [m our consideration of Ascension Parish Comnvmication District's internal control structure and a report dated April 21. 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulatians. 
Donaldsonville, Louisia17a April 21, 1997 
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ASCENSION PARISII COMMUNICATION DISTRICT DONA LDSONW ILI ,I~'. LOUISIANA IBINED BALANCE ~HEET - ALL 

Cash Cel tificates of Deposit Commissions receivable Accrued interest receivable General fixed assets Total assets 
Liabilities: Accounts payable "1 olal liabilities Fund balance: lnvesLment in general fixed assets Unreserved - undesignated Total fund balance 

DECEMIIF, R ~996 
ASSETS_ Governulental Fund3"ype_ Account Group _ General Fund General Fixed Assets 08,989 86,039 19,714 875 

A 

Totals ndum Only)._ 1995 $ 108,989 86,039 19,714 875 676,842 __67~842 
$ 36,761 459,~'95 24,!~54 6,~i78 

LI/,BILITIES AND FUND I',ALAN 
19i2_97 195,29_7 

676,842 676~842 

~_ 1_9~297 __._19~297 
676,842 _697,162 

45 
65,158 5_27~043 592~?01 Total liabilities and fund balance $ 2~617 ~ _676,842 ~ ~459 L 593,~46 

The accompanying holes are an integral part of this statement 
2 



J~EVENUES Fees and charges Interest income Total P, evenue 

ASCENSION Y'ARISIt COMMUNICATION DISTRICT DONALDSONVIIJ,E LOUISIANA 
S'FATE~N3 

E XI'ENEPlTI.!RES Capital outlay Contract labor Fees Telephone Legal and professional Office expense Repairs and maintenance Training "l'o~:al t,;xpenditures 

A IS HANGES IN I~IND BALANCE GENERAl. FUND YEARS I~NDED DECII;MBER 31, 1996 AND 1995 

Excess (deficit) of revenues over expenditures Fund Bal, ance, beginning of year 
Fund Balance, end of year 

The accolnpanying notes are an integral part of this statement 
-3 

1996 1995 
$ 229,924 _ 2A2,Zk9_ $ 215.367 20,226 3~54= 1_43 235.5t~3 
611,684 141 38,504 7,435 27 3.075 
_.760~866 (506,723) _52Z_043 
_L 20~3_20 

14.145 200 132,45!) 2,500 ?a. 5.5-/7 _. 1,708 
_.156,613 78.98( 



ASCENSION PARISIt COMMUNICATION DI D_ ONALDSONyLLL~L OU1SIANA 

REVI~NUES Fees and charges Interest income Total Revenue I,;XPENI~LI %URE~ Capital outlay Fees Telephone 1,egal and professional Office expense Repairs and maintenance Training Total Expenditures 

F REVENIJES, EXP qCE - BUDGET (GAAP B GENERAL FUND 

Excess (deficit) of revenues over expenditures l:nnd Balance, beginning of year Fund BaLance, end of year 

DECEMBER 31, 1 
B_udget _ Actual 
$ 230,200 23,60Q $ 229,924 __ 24~219_ 
_253,80Q ~254_~143 
421,795 138,000 3,4.00 
500 5_6.3~695 ( 309,8951 __527~Q43 $__:23_7~148 

4 - 

611,684 141 138,504 7,435 27 3,075 

Variance Favorable /U_nf _avorahle) 
276 619 ~43 
i 89, ,'; 8(~ 141 50~ 4,035 2"7 3,(175 __ 500 760~_66 (__197~ 17 ( 506,723) ( 196,828) 

_52Z,_QA3 __ " $ 2 o~32 o_ (~__ 196, ~2 s 



ASCENSION P 
NOTI 
tI COMMUNICATION D LLE. LOU1SIAN 

Smlnnar'~ of S iignificant Accounting Policies As provided by Louisiana Revised Statutes 33:9101 - 9106, the Communication District was created to provide emergency communications to the residents of Ascension Parish. The District was created by the Ascension Parish Council, who in turn appoints a board to manage the affairs of the District. The board appoints a Director to function as the manager. Each member serves on a voluntary basis. The District serves approximately 58.000 residents and a geographic area of ap3roximately 303 square miles. There currently are no employees and the Ascension Parish Sheriff serves as the director on a vohmtary basis. The accounting and reporting policies of the District conform to generally accepted accounting principles ((IAAI!) as applicable to govermnents. The G3vernmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted stahdard setting body fox- establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 
The following is a summary of certain significant accotmting policies A. l~e~)_orting_ Entit~ As flae governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, tbe Ascension Parish Council is the flnaucia/ reporting entity for Ascension l'arish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary govcrmaent (3;otmcil), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with primary government are such that exclusion would cause the repor:ing cntity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining, which component units should be consi:lered part of the Ascension Parish Council for financial reporting pt~rposes. The basic criterion for includ ng a potenlial component unit within the reporting entity is fin;racial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This ~~itcria includes: Appointing a voting majorily of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the coum il to impose its will on that organization and/or b. The potential tot the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific final,cia burdens on the council. 2. Organizations for which the council does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependc council. 


