
 

In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorncy for the year ended December 31, 1995, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the dcsign or the relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for thc purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, wc do not express such an 
Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards cslablishcd by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements docs not reduce to a relativcly low level thc risk that errors and irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not bc detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we considcr to be material weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended for the information of management, the State ofl,ouisiana and the Legislative Auditor for the State of Louisiana. IIowever, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Mctairie, Louisiana June 4, 1996. 

Respectfully submitted 

Certified Public Accountants 



Bourgeois Bennett 

To the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District, Chahnette, Louisiana. 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District (the District Attorney) as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated June 4, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and ~Governmenl Auditing Standard~% issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the gencral purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. 

report The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be ed herein under Government Auditing, ,q%nnd~rcl~ 
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This report is intended for the information of management, the State of Louisiana and the Legislative Auditor for the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Metairie, i,ouisiana June 4, 1996. 

Respectfully submitted 

Certified Public Accountants 
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Financial Report 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 
December 31, 1995 

under provisions of state law, this report is a pub!;(; "~ocumcr~t. A copy of the repot~ h:-s !),:::~3~; .quhrnit- ted to the auc',i!ed, of re, viswed, entity alqc! ot!u~:: ~'!:;',;:(;1;f{:-'tc: public officb~is. The Y<:ix~t is ~vaik*,bM for public inspectiol, Pt ;.h~; Baton Rou/,.e office o~ [he !_eRislalive Audi- tor and, where ai:~p~opri~-'.te, at the office of the parish clerk of court. 



Bourgeois Bennett 
M M/JN1CATIONS WITI 1 TI IE DISTRICT ATTORNI';Y ( 

RECEIVED LE~IS!.AIIVE AUDITOR 56 Jt~!' 27 till g" 18 

"o tile l)isiricl Atlorney of lhe 'hirty-I"ourth Judicial 1)islrict, (:halmctte, l ,ouisiana. 
In fulfilling nur rcspnnsibility as the District Attorney of tile Thirly-Fnurth Judicial l)islric! c auditors lbr the year ended l)eccmber 31, 1995, wc arc required to conmnmicatc to the District Attorney certain nmtlcrs related In the conduct of our audit. AUI)ITOR'S I{ESPONSIBIlATY UNI)I~R GENERAIA~Y A(_;CHq'H) AUI)H'ING STANI)AR1)S AND GOVERNMENT AUI)H'ING STANI)ARI)S Our audit was conducted in accnrdancc with generally accepted auditing slandards and Gnvcrmncnt Audiling Standards issued by the Comptroller General nf tile United States which require thai wc plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 111o gcneral-purpnse financial stalemcnts arc free of material misstatements. 
As rcquired, separate letters have becn issued on internal cnntrol and cnmpliancc with laws and regulations. 
SIGNIHCANT ACCOUNTING POI3CII{S 
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Significant accounting pnlicics arc described in Nole 1 In the general purlmse financial statements. No new accounting pnlicies were adopted nor required to be adopted for the year ended December 31, 1995. SI(}NIFICANT AUI)IT AI)JUSTMENTS We inilialed nn significant audit adjustments duriug nur recent audit. Year end adjusmlcnts and closing entries were prepared. 
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This iiH'ormalion is inlcndcd solely for tile use of lhc District Altorney of lhc Judicial District and should not be used for any other purpose. 

Melairie, l,ouisiana June 4. 1996. 

Rcspeclfully submitted 

Certified Public Accountants 
L.L.C 



Introductory Section Title Page Table of Coutents 
Financial Section 

TABI,E OF CONTENTS 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 

Independent Auditor's Report 

December 31, 1995 

Combined Balance Sheet - Governmental Fund Type Slatemcnt of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - Governmental Fund Type 
Notes to Financial Statements 
Special Reports of Certified Public Accountants Independent Auditor's Report on the Internal Control Structure Based on an Audit of the General Purpose Financial Statements Perlbrlned in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards Independent Auditor's Report on Compliance Based on an Audit of the General Purpose Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards 

Page Exhibit Number 



Bourgeois Bennett 
NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT To the District Attorncy of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District, Chahnettc, I,ouisiana. We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District (the District Attorney), as of and for the year ended Dcccmber 31, 1995, as listed in the table of contents, These general purpose financial statemcnts are the responsibility of the District Attorney. Our responsibility is lo express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and issued by the Comptroller General of the United Statcs. Those slandards requirc that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the mnounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by the District Attorney, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for 

In our opinion, thc general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Jndicial District as of December 31, 1995, and the results of its operations for thc year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditina Standards, we have also issued a report dated June 4, 1996, on our consideration of District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District's internal control structure and a report dated June 4, 1996 on its compliance with laws and regulations. Respectfully submitted, 

Metairic, Louisiana June 4, 1996. 
[ 340 West Tunnel Bird, Suite 430 PO. Box 2160 Houma, LA 7036L-2168 Phone (SO4) fi60-0139 Fax (504) 079-1949 

Certified Public Accountants 
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ASSETS 

COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE District Altorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 

Cash and cash equivalents Receivables: Commission on fines Bond forfeitures Bond premium fee Court costs Accrued interest 
Totals 

LIABII.ITIES 

December 31, 1995 
Governmental Fund Type 
General 

Title IV-D Incentives Special Revenue 
$ 613,467 $ 79,840 2,125 15,161 20,618 1,440 3,891 1,238 

Exhibit I 

Total (Memorandum 
$ 693,307 
2,125 15,161 20,618 1,440 5,129 

$ 656~702 ~$ 81,078 $ 737,780 
Funds due to other governmental entities $ 164,677 FUND EQUITY Fund equity - fund balances - unreserved 492,025 $ 81,078 
Totals 
See notes to financial statements 

$ 164,677 

$ 656,702 5; 81,078 $ 737,780 



STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 
For the year ended December 31, 1995 

]~even n CS Commissions on fines Bond forfeitures - Act 52 of 1994 Bond premium fee - Act 834 of 1993 Court costs - Act 293 of 1986 Use of money and property - inlerest earnings 
Total revenues 

Expenditures General govcmment- judicial office expense 
Excess of Revenues Over Expenditures 
Fund Balance Beginniug of year, as restated 
See notes to financial statements 

Governmental Fund Type 
General 
21,202 24,845 18,689 18,092 
20,742 
103,570 
150 

Title IV-D Incentives Special Revenue 

$ 3,796 3,796 

Exhibit 2 

Total (Memorandum Only) 
$ 21,202 24,845 58,689 18,092 
24,538 
107,366 
150 

103,420 3,796 107,216 
388,605 
$ 492,025 

77,282 $ 81,078 465,887 $ 573,103 



District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 
December 31, 1995 

Note I - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Exhibit 3 

As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the District Attorney has charge of every criminal prosecution by the state in his district, is the representative of the state before the grand jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The District Attorney is elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. The judicial district encompasses the parish of St. Bernard, Louisiana. 
The accounting policies of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District (the District Attorney) conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable to governmental units. The following is a summary of significant accounting policies: a. Reporting Entity The District Attorney for St. Bernard Parish is a separately elected official and is not included as a component unit in any other financial statements. The activities of the District Attorney have been reviewed and it was determined that there are no potential component units which should be included in the District Attorney's financial statements. b. Fund Accounting The government uses funds to report on its financial position and the results of its opcrations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial managcment by segregating transactions related to certain government fimctions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. 



 
Exhibit 3 (Continued) 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) b. Fund Accounting (Continued) Governmental Funds Governmental Funds are those through which most governmental functions of the District Attorney are financed. The acquisition, use and balances of the District Attorney's expendable financial resources and tile related liabilities arc accounted for through Governmental Funds. The measurement focus is upon determination of changes in financial position, rather than upon net income determination. The following is the Governmental Funds of the District Attorney: General Fund - The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statute 15:571.11, which provides that a percentage of the fines collected and bonds forfeited within the judicial district bc transmitted to the district attorney to defray the necessary expenses of his office. Title IV-D Incentives Special Revenue Fund - The Title IV-D Incentives Special Revenue Fund consists of incentive payments from the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals, as authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish family and child support programs compatible with Title IV-D of the Social Security Act. The purpose of the program is to enforce the support obligation owed by absent parents to their families and children, to locate absent parents, to establish paternity, and to obtain family and child support. As discussed in Note 7, the contract for Title 1V-D Incentive Funds was canceled and was not renewed as of December 31, 1995. 
Basis of Accounting Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expend-inures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. 



 
Exhibit 3 (Continued) 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) c. Basis of Accounting (Continued) All Governmental Funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net cunent assets. Commissions on fines, Act 293 court costs, Act 834 bond premium fees, Act 52 bond forfeitures, and Title IV-D incentive payments are recorded in the year they are earned. Interest on investments is recorded when earned. Any interest not received at year end is accrued as a receivable. Other revenues are recognized when received. Expenditures are generally recognized raider the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incuned. 
d. Operating Budgetary Data The District Attorney did not adopt budgets for the General Fund and Special Revenue Fund for the year ended December 31, 1995, because the district attorney did not anticipate any expenditures in these funds. Therefore, the accompanying financial statements do not include a comparison of revenues and expenditures to budget. e. Bad Debts The financial statements of the District Attorney contain no allowance for bad debts. Uncollectible receivables are recognized as bad debts at the time information becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the pm~icular receivable. These amounts are not considered to be material in relation to the finmacial position or operation of the funds. 
L General Fixed Assets Fixed assets used in the District Attorney's office are accounted fox" in the general fixed assets account group of the St. Bernard Parish Council. Therefore, the accompanying financial statements do not include a general fixed assets account 



 
Exhibit 3 (Continued) 

Note 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) g. Vacation and Sick Leave All employees are paid by the St, Bernard Parish Council, and any accruals relating to vacation leave are included in tbe financial statements of the police jmy. h. Encumbrances Encumbrmlce accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts and other commitments arc recorded in the fund general ledgers, is not utilized by thc District Attorney. i. Total Column oil Combined Statements - Overview The total column on the combined statements - overview is captioned memorandum only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position or results of operations, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund eliminations have not been made in ttle aggregation of this data. 
Note 2 - GENERAL FUND FUND BALANCE RESTATEMENT In prior years, the District Attorney recorded all bond for~eitures as revenue of the General Fund. During 1995, tire District Attorney became aware that certain bond forfeitures paid Io it should have been distributed to other governmental entities. Tire restatements decreased fund balance as previously reported at December 31, 1994, by $50,639. Had tile funds due other government entities for bond forfeitures been recorded at December 31, 1993 and 1994, excess of revenues over expenditures in tile general fnnd for 1994 as previously reported would have been decreased by $14,571. 



 1 
Exbiblt 3 (Continued) 

Note 3- CASll AND CASH EQUIVALENTS At December 31, 1995, the District Attorney has cash arid cash equivalents totaling $693,307 as follows: Demand deposits $296,403 Savings accounts 50,807 Time deposits 346 097 Total $693,307 Louisiana state law allows all political subdivisions to invest excess fnnds in obligalions of the United States, certificates of deposit of state or national banks having their principal office in Louisiana or any other federally insured investment. State law also requires that deposits of all political sub-divisions be fully collateralized at all times. Acceptable collateralization includes the FDIC/FSLIC insurance and the market value of securities purchased and pledged to the political subdivision. Obligations of the United States, file State of Louisiana and cmntain political subdivisions are allowed as security for deposits. Obligations furnished as security must be held by the political subdivision or with an unaffiliated bank or trust company for the account of the political subdivision. During the year the District Attorney's investments consisted of interest bearing demand, savings and time deposits. The deposits in excess of the FDIC insurance are collateralized by securities held by unaffiliated banks in the name of the financial institution pledged to the District Attorney. Note 4 - FUNDS DUE TO OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES Amounts due to other governmental entities, in accordance with Act 834 of 1993 and Act 52 of 1994, at December 31, 1995 consisted of the following: 
Act 834 Act 52 Total St. Bernard Sheriffs Office $18,689 $ 29,694 $ 48,383 Judicial Court Fund 18,689 18,689 3dth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 18,688 20,297 38,985 Criminal Court 58,620 58,620 Totals $56,066 $108,611 26_4,677 



Note 5 - DEFINED BENEFIT PENSION PLAN 
Exhibit 3 (Continued) 

The District Attorney and Assistant District Attorneys are members ofthc Louisiana District Attorneys Retirement System. Secretaries of the District Attorney's office are members of the Louisiana Parochial Employees Retirement System (Plan A) or the federal Social Security System. The pension expenditures for the District Attorney are paid by St. Bernard Parish Council; therefore, such costs are not included in the accompanying financial statements, but are included in the financial statements of the Council. 
Note 6 - EXPENDITURES OF THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY NOT INCLUDED IN TIlE ACCOMPANYING FINANCIAL STATEMENTS The accompanying financial statements do not include certain expenditures of the District Attorney paid out of the funds of the criminal court, the parish council, or directly by the State. 
Note 7 - FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE The District Attorney previously participated in the United States Department of ttealth and ] tuman Services Child Support Enforcement, Title IV-D Program, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No. 13.783. This program is funded by indirect assistance payments in the form of incentive payments received from the Louisiana Department of Ilealth and tlospitals (DHIt). Effective December 1991, the District Attorney decided to discontinue the contract with the DHH which provided funding for these services. Thus, the DIlI! now administers this portion of the program and accordingly, no incentive payments were appropriated to the District Attorney in 1994. There are uo restrictions on how the incentive payments may be expended, except as may be required by state law for any other funds of the District Attorney. However, these payments may be subject to further review and audit by the federal grantor agency. No provision has been made in the financial statements for the reimbursement of any expenditures that may he disallowed as a result of such a review or audit. 





Bourgeois Bennett 

NDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON THE INTERNAI~ CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF THE GENERAl. PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED N ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
To the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District, Chahnette, Louisiana. 
We have audited lhe general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of lhc Thirty-Fourth Judicial District (the District Attorney) as of and for the year ended December 31 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated June 4, 1996. 

vernnlen We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and issued by the Comptroller General of the United Statcs. Those standards require that we plan and pcrform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whethcr lhe general purpose financial statements art free of material misstatement. 
The District Attorney is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by the District Attorney arc required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide the District Attorney with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorizcd use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with the District Attorney's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changcs in condition or that the cffcctivencss of the dcsign and operation of policies and procedures may detcriorate. 
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