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P.O. BOX 1123 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 034 E. WORTHEY STREET/FRANCOIS pLAZA GONZALES, LA 70707-1123 Office/Fax: (504) 647.3777 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
To The HONORABLE GERALD M. McCRORY, JR. ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CPA's SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CPA's 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Assessor as of December 31, 1995 and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Ascension Parish Assessor. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statements based on my audit. I conducted my accepted auditing s plan and perform th about whether the g free of material mi on a test basis, ev disclosures in the audit also includes and significant est evaluating the over presentation. I be basis for my opinio 

audit in accorda tandards. Those e audit to obtain ener~l purpose fi sstatement. An a idence supporting general purpose f assessing the ac imates made by ma all general purpo lieve that my aud n. 

nce with generally standards require that I reasonable assurance nanci~l statements are udit includes examining, the amounts and inancial statements. An counting principles used nagement, as well as se financial statement it provides a reasonable 
In my opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the Ascension Parish Assessor as of December 31, 1995, and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Gonzales, June 25, Louisiana 1996 
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Conrad P. Bourque, CPA 



 ?. P.O. BOX 1123 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 034 E, WORTHEY S~REET/FRANCOIS pL&ZA GONZALES, LA 70707-1123 Office/Fax: (504) 647,3777 
MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CPA's SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CPA's 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE RELATED MATTERS NOTED IN A FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
TO The HONORABLE GERALD M. McCRORY, JR. ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana 

,o 
.. ~,-1 ~ cD 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Assessor for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued my report thereon dated June 25, 1996. I have conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. The Ascension Parish Assessor is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgements by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
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In planning and performing my audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Assessor for the year ended December 31, 1995, I obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. I noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that I consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters coming to my attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure that, in my judgement, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the general purpose financial statements. Finding: Cause: Recommendation: Management's Response: 
The segregation of duties is inadequate to provide effective internal control. The condition is due to economic and space limitations. No action recommended. We concur with the finding. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 
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My consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, I believe none of the reportable conditions described above is a material weakness. This report is intended for the information of the Ascension Parish Assessor. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Gonzales, June 25, Louisiana 1996 

- 5 - 

Conrad P. Bourque, CPA 



 
PO BOX 1123 CER"[IFIED PUBLICACCOUNTANT 1034 E, WORTHEY STREET/FRANCOLS pLAZA GONZALES, LA 70707,1123 Office/Fax: (504) 647.3777 
INDEPENDENT LAWS AND FINANCIAL WITH 

MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CPA's SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CPA's 
AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To The HONORABLE GERALD M. McCRORY, JR. ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Ascension Parish Assessor as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued my report thereon dated June 25, 1996. I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Ascension Parish Assessor is the responsibility of the assessor. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement, I performed tests of the assessor's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, my objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. This report is intended for the information of the Ascension Parish Assessor. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Gonzales, Louisiana June 25, 1996 - 6 - Conrad P. Bourque, CPA 



ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana COMBINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS December 31, 1995 

ASSETS 
1995 Governmental Account Group Totals Fund Type General Fixed (Memorandum GeDer~ Assets 0nly) 

Cash Assessor's compen- sation receivable $563,337 State rev. shar. reo. Interest receivable A/R roll preparation Property & equipment Total assets $629,096 LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liabilities Accrued exp. pay. Taxes payable 

91,613 $ 91,613 
$ 11,170 $ 41850 Total liabilities $ 16,020 Fund Equity Investment in gen- eral fixed assets Fund balance-Unre- served-undesig- nated Total fund equity $ 

$563,337 2,298 55,353 5,186 2,922 9~613 $720,709 
$ 11,170 9,850 $ 16,020 

91,613 91,613 
613~076 613,076 $ 91,613 613,076 $704,689 Total liabilities and fund equity $629,096 $ 91,613 $720,709 

See accompanying notes and accountant's report. Statement A - 7 - 



ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND (SALARY) STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE Year Ended December 31, 1995 
Revenues Intergovernmental Compensation from assessment district Roll preparation for municipalities Interest State revenue sharing Other (vehicle sale) Total revenues Expenditures Current General government - taxation Salaries Travel expense Assessor's expense allowance Supplies and services Office Insurance Mapping Professional Retirement Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, beginning Fund balance, ending 

1995 
$ 562,060 7,561 19,192 81,786 1,200 $ 671,799 
$ 338,473 5,076 52,983 78,957 49,176 1,400 19,334 15.771 $ 561,170 110,629 502,447 $ 613,076 

See accompanying notes and accountant's report. Statement B - 8 - 



ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND (SALARY) STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE BUDGET (GAAF BASIS) AND ACTUAL Year Ended December 31, 1995 General Fund Variance- Favorable Budget Actual (UnfavQ~able) Revenues Intergovernmental Compensation from assessment district Roll preparation for municipalities Interest State revenue sharing Other (vehicle sale) Total revenues Expenditures Current General government - taxation Salaries Travel expense Assessor's expense allowance Supplies and services Office Insurance Mapping Professional Retirement Capital outlay Total expenditures Excess of revenues over expenditures Fund balance, beginning Fund balance, ending 

$561,712 $562,060 $ 348 7,447 12,000 75,000 2a300 $658,459 
7,561 19,192 81,786 1,200 $671,799 

$333,254 338,473 $ (5,219) 
4,925 5,076 (151) 65,000 87,000 75,000 1,500 32,000 0 $59B,679 $ 59,780 502,447 $562,227 

52,983 78,957 49,176 1,400 19,334 15,771 $561,170 $110,629 5Q~~447 $613,076 

12,017 8,043 25,824 i00 12,666 ~15,771) $ 37,509 $ 50,849 
$ 50,849 

See accompanying notes and accountant's report Statement C 



ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements As of and for the Year Ended December 31, 1995 INTRODUCTION As provided by Article VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessor is elected by the voters of the parish and serves a four-year term. The assessor assesses all real and movable property in the parish, subject to ad valorem taxation. The assessor is authorized to appoint a efficient the taxpa perform a officiall deputies. 
may be necessary for the ffice and provide assistance to The deputies are authorized to office, but the assessor is esponsible for the actions of the 

The assessor's office is located in the Ascension Parish Courthouse in Donaldsonville, Louisiana. The assessor employs ii employees, including i0 deputies. In accordance with Louisiana law, the assessor bases real and movable property assessments on conditions existing on January i of the tax year. The assessor completes an assessment listing by May 1 of the tax year and submits the list to the parish governing authority and the Louisiana Tax Commission, as prescribed by law. Once the assessment listing is approved, the assessor submits the assessment roll to the parish tax collector, who is responsible for the collection and distribution of taxes to the various taxing bodies. At December 31, 1995, there were 29,644 real property, movable property, and public service assessments totaling $96,477,320, $212,416,500, and $36,629,560 respectively. I. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompanying financial statements of the Ascension Parish Assessor have been prepared in conformity with 

- i0 - 



ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. This preparation of the financial statements in conformity with GAAP requires the use of management's estimates. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. B. REPORTING ENTITY For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with Section 2100 of the GASB Codification of Governmental Accounting and Financial Reporting Standards (GASB Codification), the assessor includes all funds, account groups, activities, et cetera, that are controlled by the assessor as an independently elected parish official. As an independently elected parish official, the assessor is solely responsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring or retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. Other than certain operating expenditures of the assessor's office that are paid or provided by the parish police jury as required by Louisiana law, the assessor is financially independent. Accordingly, the assessor is a separate governmental reporting entity. The activities of the parish police jury, parish school board, other independently elected parish officials, and municipal level government are not included within the accompanying financial statements as they are considered autonomous governments. These units of government issue financial statements separate from those of the parish assessor. C. FUND ACCOUNTING The assessor uses funds and account groups to report o financial position and the results of its operations. accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance to aid financial management by segregating transaction relating to certain government functions or activities 
n its Fund and s 0 A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self- balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account 
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ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Funds Gover activ speci gener inclu 
of nm it fi al de General Fund--the General Fund Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1906, is the assessor and accounts for the oper office. Compensation received from ad authorized by Act R.S. 47:1925.2 is ac fund. General operating expenditures fund. The General account for D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The accounting a fund is determin Fund is accounte measurement focu as ba pr mo Fu 
and curre e sheet. ts increas ed accrual The Gener 

nd finan ed by it d for us s. With nt liabi The oper es and d basis o al Fund recording revenues and e 

t directly affect 
s. 
of 

, as provided by the principal fund of ation of the assessor's valorem tax revenue counted for in this are paid from this 

cial reporting treatment applie s measurement focus. The Gener ing a current financial resourc this measurement focus, only c lities generally are included o ating statement of the General ecreases in net current assets. f accounting is used by the Gen uses the following practices in xpenditures: 

d al es ur 
to a 
rent n the Fund The eral 

All governmental funds are accounted for using the modified accrual basis of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they become measurable and available as net current assets. All major revenues (assessment district and state revenue sharing) are susceptible to accrual. 
- 12 - 



ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

E. BUDGETS Annually, the assessor adopts a budge The budget practices include; publish official journal and making it availa inspection no later than 15 days prio each fiscal year, holding a public he budget December 23, 1994, and adoptin beginning of 1995. The budget is pre accrual basis of accounting. Budget accompanying financial statements inc budget amounts and all subsequent ame 

t on the General Fund. ing the budget in the ble for public r to the beginning of aring for the proposed g the budget before the pared on the modified amounts included in the lude original adopted ndments. Individual amendments were not material in relation to the original appropriation. F. ENCUMBRANCES The assessor does not use encumbrance accounting. G. CASH Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and time deposits. Under state law, the assessor may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. At December 31, 1995, the carrying amount of the assessor's cash was $563,337 and the bank balance was $582,123. Of the bank balance ($60,929 in demand deposits and $521,194 in time deposits), $582,123 was covered by federal depository insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. 
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ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) H. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. I. COMPENSATED ABSENCES The assessor has the following policy relating to vacation and sick leave: Employees of the assessor's office earn two to three weeks of vacation leave each year depending on length of service. Employees earn two weeks of sick leave each year. Vacation and sick leave cannot be accumulated and must be used in the year earned. J. LONG-TERM LIABILITIES The assessor has no long-term liabilities. K. TOTAL COLUMN ON BALANCE SHEET The total column on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 2. PROPERTY TAXES The parish's ad valorem property tax is on the assessed value listed as of the all real and business personal property parish. The assessed value of the roll upon which the levy for the 1995 calend $345,523,380. 
levied each October 1 prior January 1 for located in the on January ar year was i, 1995, based, was 

Taxes are due on October 1 and become delinquent by January 1 following the October 1 levy date. 
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ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 3. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in the general fixed assets account group follows: Balance Balance January 1 December 31 1995 Additions Deductions 1995 Equipment $ 37,271 Vehicles 47,043 $ 84,314 4. PENSION PLAN 
$ 3,834 11,937 $15,771 $ 723 7,749 $ 8,472 $ 40,382 51,231 $ 91,613 

Substantially all employees of the Ascension Parish Assessor's office are members of the Louisiana Assessors Retirement System ("System"), a multiple-employer, public employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustee. The total payroll for employees of the Ascension Parish Assessor covered by the System for the year December 31, 1995 was $336,973; the Ascension Parish Assessor's total payroll was $338,164. All full-time employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and are not drawing retirement benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of creditable service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed i00 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. Contributions to the System include one-fourth of one per cent (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes 
- 15 - 



ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. State statute requires covered employees to contribute 7.00 per cent of their salaries to the System and an employer contribution of 6.00(changed to 5.00 in October, 1995) per cent of each member's salary. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. For the Ascension Parish Assessor, the statutorily required contribution for the year ended December 31, 1995 was $38,562, which consisted of $19,194 due from covered employees and $19,368 due as the employer contribution. he pension he present ffects of enefits, e f employee ctuarial p ntended to going-con ufficient omparisons bligation etermined ate, was or benefit nfunded pe 

benefit ob value of p projected s stimated to service to resent valu help users cern basis, assets to p among PERS at Septembe through act 97.6 millio s on that d nsion benef istorical trend info ccumulating sufficie resented in the Syst nnual financial repo ot guarantee the ben 

lig ens ala be da e o as as ay an r 3 uar n. ate it 

ation is a stan ion benefits, a ry increases an payable in the te. The measur f credited proj sess the System sess progress m benefits when d d employers. T 0, 1995, for th ial valuation p The System's n were $62.8 mil obligation of $ rmati nt as em's 

dard djus d st fut e, w ecte Is f ade ue, he p e Sy erfo eta lion 34.8 

ized measure of ted for the ep-rated ure as a result hich is the d benefits, is unding status on in accumulating and make ension benefit stem as a whole, rmed as of that ssets available , leaving an million. on showing the System's progress in sets to pay benefits when due is September 30, 1995 comprehensive The Ascension Parish Assessor does granted by the System. 5. OTHER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS In addition to the pension benefits described in Note 4, the Assessor may provide postretirement healthcare insurance premiums to employees who retire from the assessor's office 
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ASCENSION PARISH ASSESSOR Donaldsonville, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) or more years of retirees healthcare 
6. LITIGATION There was no pending or threatened litigation which involved any potential monetary settlements against the assessor's office. 
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C~  ?. B~ P.O. BOX 1123 CERTIFIED PUBL{C ACCOUNTANT 034 E, WORTHEY STREET/FRANCOIS pLAZA GONZALES, LA 70707-1123 O~c.o/Fax: (504) 647-3777 
JUNE 25, 1996 

DR. DANIEL G. KYLE, CPA LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR State of Louisiana P.O. Box 94397 Baton Rouge, La. 70804-9397 

MEMBER AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CPA's SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CPA's 

Dear Dr. Kyle, I want to inform you that no management letter was issued in connection with this audit report. 
c~ P Conrad P. Bourque, CPA 


