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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENTAUDITING STANDARDS Honorable Douglas H. Allen Eighth Judicial District Judge Winnfield. LA 71483 
we have audited the financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended l_)ecember 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated Jtme 25, 1997. We conductcd our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Audttin~, Standard% issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial stalements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, 1egulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Eighth Judicial District Court Judiciat Expense Fund is the responsibility of the management of the Judicial Expense Fund As part of obtainin~, reasonable assttr,'mcc about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed test of the Judicial Expense Fund's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants However, it should be noted that our objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government A uditmg Standards. This report is intended solely for the use ofuranagemcnt, and should not be used for any other purpose. Thi~ restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record 
White & Bates Winnfield, Louisiana June 25, 1997 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED 1N ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT A UI)ITING STANDARDS Honorable Douglas H, Allen Eighth Judicial District Judge Winnfield, Louisiana 71493 We have audited the financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund for the year ended Decemher 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated June 25, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditin~: Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about wbethcr the financial statements are free of material misstatement. 
The management of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund is responsible for establishing and maintaining an interual control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments b~ management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of control policies and procedures The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute. assurance that assets are safeguarded agaflast loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions at c executed in accordance with managcment's anthorizalion and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements iu accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also. pro3ection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may bceomc inadequate because ofdmnges in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the interual control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under' standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more: of the specific internal control sla'ncture elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors 
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EIGtlTII JUDICIAL DISTRIC~F COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 
3. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS The following is a summary of changes in general fixed assets of the Judicial Expense Fund for the year ended December 31, 1996: 
Office Furniture Office Equipment Total 

Balance 01/01/96 
$ 6,866 58,~s_27 $65,523 

A_Kd~ ~ $ - D~!~t~ns $ .. 
4. CHANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM OBIAGATIONS The following is a sun~aary of the long-term obligation transactions during the year: 

Capital Leases Long-term obligations payable at January 1, 1996 Additions Deductions Long-term obligation payable at December 31. 1996 
5. OTIIER DISCLOSURES 

$ 677 
(677) 
$ -0-- 

Balance _12/31/96 $ 6,866 ._58,657 ~65,523 

There were no subsequent events, leases, or related party transactions that require disclosures in these notes to the December 31, 1996 financial statements. 

(Concluded) -ll- 



EIGIITtl JUDICIAL DISTRICVY COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT O17 WINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 
F. ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE All receivables are reported at their gross value and, where applicable, me reduced by file estimated portion that is expected to be lmcollectible. Uncollectible amounts are recognized as bad debts through the establishment of an allowance account at the time information becomes available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the receivable. At December 31, 1996 no amounts were deemed uncollectible. 
G. FIXED ASSETS Fixed asset,; are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in tile general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Fixed assets include only those assets purchased by the Judicial Expense Fund, mid do not reflect assets of the court obtained from other sources. 
H. LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS Long-term oMigations expected to be financed from governmental funds are reported in the general long term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-tern obligations are recognized in the governmental fimds when due. I. TOTAL COLUMN ON COMBINED STATEMENTS The total colunm on the balmaee sheet is captioned Memorm~dum Olfly to indicate that it is presented onl3 to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial position in conformity witt generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a cunsolidation. J. USE OF ESTIMATES The preparation of financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accountiag principles requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and file reported anaounts of revenues and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ fiom those estimates. 2. RECEIVABLES The receivables from the Winn Parish Sheriff and the Winn Parish Clerk of Court at December 31, 1996 represent amounts due the Judicial Expense Fund for criminal and civil fees which were earned during December of 1996 but were not remitted until subsequent to year-end. (Continued) -10 



EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF V~INN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its nleasuremen~ focus, q'he governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only currcnt assets and current liabilities are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these fimds present increases and decreases in net current assets. The records of the Judicial Expense Fund are maintained on the cash basis of accounting Howeve~ the fund reported in the accompanying financial statements has been converted to the modified accru~ basis of accounting using the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: Revenues - Fees collected in the form of court costs and fines are recorded as revenue in the year which such fees are earned. Expenditures - Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified accrual basis of accountio,., when the related fund liability is incurred. Exceptions to this general rule include principal and interest on general long-term debt which is recognized when due. Other Financing Sources - Any other types of transactions are accounted for as other financin), sources, such as sales &fixed assets, long-terns debt proceeds, capital lease transactions, et cetera. These other financing sources are recognized at the time the underlying events occur. D. /]UDGETARY PRACTICES 

The Judicial Expcnse Fund's carrying amourtt of deposits with financial institutions was $ 1,974 at December 31, 1996. The bank balance at December 31, 1996 was $ 2,016. All cash balances of the Judicial Expense Fund are secured by federal deposit insurance. 



EIGIlTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 
3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

(3. FUND ACCOUNTING 

General Fund - The General Fund is the principal fund of the Judicial Expense Fund and is used to account for all fees collected and all disbursements made by the Judicial Expense Fund. 
(Continued) -8- 



E1GtlTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF ~INN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 
1. SUMMAitY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund (the "Judicial Expense Fund") was established by Act 916 of the 1985 Session of the Louisiana Legislature to be effective January 1, 1986. The act provides for the collection of fees in the fonu of court costs and fines. The Winn Parish Clerk of Court is to place all sums collected or received under this act in a separate account over which the judge of the Eighth Judicial District Court has control over all disbursements made therefrom. The Act provides that these monies may be used to pay salaries for court reporters and such secretarial, clerical, research, administrativeor other personnel as are deemed necessary to expedite the business and function of the court. In addition, the judge may utilize the monies in the Judicial Expense Ftmd to pay all or any part of the cost of establishing or maintaining a law libra .ry for the court, or for buying or maintaining any type ot equipment, supplies, or other items consistent with the efficient operation of the court, except for the payment of the judge's salary. The following is a sunmmry of the more significant accounting policies A. REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Wiml Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Winn Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary Government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary goverrunent is financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statemants to be nfislcading or incomplete. 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component traits should be considered part of the Winn Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered to determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 1. Appoiuting a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to in,pose its will on that organization and/or b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

(Contiuued) -7- 



STATEMENT B EIGtITH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE JI IRY STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1996 

REVENUES Court Costs Collected Fines and Forfeits 
TOTAL REVENUES EXPENDITURES 
Operating Services Materials and Supplies Travel ,'rod Other Charges Debt Sen, ice Principal Interest 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUND BAI.ANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

BUDGET ACTUA[~ 
$ 6,500 15,000 
21,500 
18,000 2,500 2,500 
667 42 

$ 6,750 15,810 
VARIANCE FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABI,E} 
$ 250 810 

22,560 __ 1,060 
19,481 2,307 2,475 
667 42 

(1,481) 193 25 

23,70_99 24,972 ~(1,263) 
(2,209) 7,176 $ 4,967 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

(2,412) 7,176 $ 4,764 L (203) 



 
STATEMENT A EIGHTIt .1UDICIAL DISTRICI' COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE 3URY BAI,ANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS DECEMBER 31, 1996 

CASH ASSETS RECEIVABLES Winn Parish Sheriff (Note 2) Winn Parish Clerk of Couz~ (Note 2) OTHER ASSETS 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND GENERAl, FUND 
$ 1,974 
2,120 520 
150 

ACCOUNT GROUP___ GENERAL TOTALS FIXED (MEMORANDUM) ASSET.S _ ONLY 
$ 1,974 
2,120 520 150 



('OMPONENT UNIT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT Honorable Douglas tt. Allen Eighth Judicial District Judge Winnfield, Louisiana 71483 

June 25.1997 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expcnsc Fund, a component trait of the Winn Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted oar audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstalement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation We believe that our andit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In o'ar opinion, the financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position oftbe Eighth Judicial District Courl Judicial Expense Fund as of December 3 l, 1996, and the n;sults of its operations for the year then ended in confomfity with generally accepted accounting principles 
White & Bates 
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EIGItTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND WINNFIELD, LOUISIANA ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT DECEMBER 31, 1996 

.~naer provisions of state law, thl~t report is a public document. A copy of the report has been submit- ted to the audited, or reviewed, entity and other appropriate public officials. The report is available for' public inspection at the Baton Rouge office of the Legislative Audi- tor and, wtlere appropriate, at the office of the parish clerk of cou~t R'p.l~a se Date. 


