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Sieven A. Skarda, C.EA. 4990 Highway 22 Mandeville, LA 70471 Office: (504)845-8223 Fax: (504) 845-0888 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

Dr. Theodore R. Brustowicz, MD $1. TaunDauy Parish Coroner Covington, Louisimm 

Brent A. Silva, Ct!A. 201 Holiday Blvd. Ste. 175 Covington, LA 70433 Office: (504) 893-2121 Fax: (504) 893-2056 

We have anditcd tile accompanying general-purpose financial statements of tile St. Tammany Parish Coroner as of December 31, 1997, and for tile two years then ended as listed in tile table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the St. Tammany Parish Coroner. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial stalemenls based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, and tile standards for financial audits contained in Governmental Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Slates. Those standards require fllat we plan and perform the audit 1o obtain reasonable assurance aboul whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the finaucial statements. An audit also iucludes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as ,,veil as evaluating file overall financial statelnent presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, fl~e general purpose financial statements referred to above, present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the St. Tammany Parish Coroner as of December 31, 1997, and file results of its operations and cltangcs in fired balance for the two years then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, issued by tile Comptroller General of file United Slates, and tile Louisim~a Govermuenlal Audit Guide, we have also issued a report dated May 29, 1998 Oll our consideration of the Coroner's intenml control structure and a report dated May 29, 1998 on its con~pliance with laws and regulations. 
May 29, 1998 

SKARDA & SILVA, L.L.P. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



ASSETS AND OILIER DEBITS 

ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONI~R COMBINED BALANCE SHEET DECEMBER 31, 1997 

Cash and cash equivalents Fees receivable Due from St. Tanunany Parish Police Jury l)ne flora other governmental entities }'lepaid insurance Property and equipment 

Goverlmlental Fund Type General Fund Special Revenue Fund $ 24,910 $10,791 4.420 49,812 6,008 

General Fixed Assets Accoant Group 
400 2,500 111,587 TOTAL ASSETS AND OTI1ER DEBITS $ 85,150 $ 13,691 

IJABILrYI13S AND FUND EQ1JrI'Y Liabilities Aceountspayablealld accrued expenses Total liabilities Fund equity lnveshnent in general fixed assets Fand balance Unreserved Total fmld equity 

$ 8,009 $ 3,180. 8,009 3,180 
77,141 10,51 77,141 . 10,511 

111.587 

111,587 

Total Memormldum Only 35,701 4N20 400 52,312 6.008 

11.189 11.189 

199,239 TOTAL LIABIL1TIESAND FUND EQUH'Y $ 85,150 $~3,691 $ 111,587 $ 210,428 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 
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ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The financial statements of tile St. Tammany Parish Coroner have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accoonting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. Tile more significant of the governmental entity's accounting policies are described below. ~)orling Enlily As provided by Chapter 3 of Tire 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, file St. Tammany Parish Coroner is elected by the volers of St. Tamnmny Parish for a four-year tenn. Tile Coroner investigates all deaths, performs autopsies, furnishes death certificates, provides protective custody services and examines other cases for other crimes under police invesligation. As described further in Note G, the Coroner and the St. Tntunmny Parish Police Jury entered into an intergovcmmeutal agreement whereby the Coroner would provide medical services at the St. Tammany Parish Jail. The general-purpose financial statements of the Coroner include all funds, account groups and activities that are within the oversight responsibility of the Coroner as au independently elected parish official. Certain units of local government, over which the Coroner exercises no oversight responsibility such as the Parish Police Jury, Parish Sehcol Board, other independently elected parish off~cials, and mtmieipalities within tile Parish, are excluded from the accompanying component unit financial statements. These units of government are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements separate from those of the Coroner. As the governing aufllority of the Parislh for reporting purposes, the St. Tainmany Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for St. Tammany Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) tile primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which lhe primary govenunent is financially accountable, and (c) other orgauizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary govermuent are such that exclusion would cause file reporting entity's financial statements to be nrislcading or incomplete. Govcrmnental Accounting Standards Board No. 14 established criteria for determining wldch component units should be considered part of tile St. Tatmnany Patish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic ctileriou for including a potential component unit within file reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB Ires set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and file ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or the potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burden on the organization. b) Organizations for which file police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jut~j. c) Organizations for which the reporting entity finanoial statements would be misleading if data of file organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 



ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, (continued) 

The Coroner uses fund and aceoun! groups to report on its financial position and tile results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and lo aid financial nmtmgement by segregating transactions related to certain governnlent functions or activities. 

Govermnental Fund Tvr, e~ 

General Fund The general fund is the main operating fund of the Coroner. This fund is used to account for all financial resources not accounted for in other funds. Special Revenue Fund Tile special revenue fund is used to account for the process of spceific revenue resources (other than assessments, expendable trusts, or major capital projects) tltat are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. This fund includes jail services. The St. Tammany Parish Police Jury and the Coroner entered into an intergovernmental agreement, renewable annually, whereby the Coroner would provide medical services at the St. Tammany Parish Jail (see Note G to the financial statements). 



ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, (continued) 

General Fixed Assets Account Grouu This account group is established to account for all fixed assets of the Coroner. Capital outlays in tile general fund and special revenue fund are recorded as expenditures of those fuuds at the time of purchase and arc subsequently recorded for control purposes in file general fixed assets account group. Basis of Accomlting I1~e accounting and financial reporting treatment applied Io a fund is detenniued by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With lids measurement focus only current assets and current liabilities generally are included on file balance sheet. The operaling statement of the fund presents increases (i.e., revenues and oilier sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other uses) in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental fund types and agency funds. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when lhey become bolh measurable and available). "Measurable" means file amount of file transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of file current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred Those revcnues susceptible lo accrual are fees due from rite police jury and other governmental units, and fees charged for autopsies, death certificates, criminal investigations, and interest revenue. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received. Budeel and Budeetarv Accounlinu Formal budgetary accounting is employed as a management control device during the year for rite general fund and special revenue fund. Budgets are adopted for rite general fund and special revenue fund on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). All appropriations, which are not, expended lapse at year-end. Encumb~ Encumbrance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other commitments for the expenditure of monies are recorded in order to reserve that portion of the applicable appropriation, is not employed by the Coroner. 



ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, (continued) Cash and Cash Eouivalen Cash includes amounts in demand deposits and certificates of deposits, if any Louisiana revised statutes authorize the Coroner to itwest in (1) United States bonds, Ircasury notes or cerlificates, or time certificates of deposit of state banks orgatfized under the laws of Louisialm and national banks having their principal offices in the State of Louisiana, an investment as stipulated in LSA-RS 39:1271, or any other federally insured investments or (2) in mutthal or trust fund institutions, which are registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission under the Securities Act of 1933 and the Investment Act of 1940, and which lmve underlying inveshnents consistiug solely of and limiled to securities of the U.S. Govermneut or its agencies. Fixed Assets Geneml fixed assets are not capitalized in the funds used to acquire or construct them. Instead, capital acquisition and construction are reflected as expenditures in tile general fund and special revenue fund, and the related assets are reported in tile general fixed assets account group. All purclmsed fixed assets are valued at cost where historical records are available and at estimated historical costs where no historical records exist. Donated fixed assets, if any are valued at their estimated fair market value on tbe date received. The costs of normal maintenance and repairs tlmt do not add to the value of the asset or materially extend asset lives are not capitalized. Assets in the general fixed assets account group are not depreciated. Allowance for 1Jncollectible Receivables The financial statements for file Coroner contain no allowance for doubtful receivables. Uncollectible receivables (including amounts due from other goverranental units) are recognized as uncollectible receivables at the thne the information becomes available which would indicate the uncollcetibility of the particular receivable. Fund ~u~. Reserves rcprescot those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated for a specific use. 
During lbe course of operations, numerous transactions occur between individual funds for goods provided or services rcodered. These receivables and payables are classified as "due from other funds" or "due to other funds" on tile balance sheet. 
The Coroner contributes to the pension plan for its full-thne employees (Note I). The Coroner does not Imve a formal vacalion and sick leave policy. 



ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE A - SI.JMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES, (continued) Total Column on Financial Statements The 1oral column on the filmneial stateraenls is captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate firtancial analysis. Data in this colulan does not present financial position, rcsulls of operations, or changes in financial position in coiffonnity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. NOTE B - STEWARDSHIP, COMPLIANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
171 accordance with Ihe Louisiaua Local Govcrmnent Budget Act, the procedures used by the Coroner in establishing tim budgetary data reflected in the financial slatements include public notices of the proposed budget, public inspections, and public bearings. 'lhe budget is then legally adopted by the Coroner. Budgeted amounts included in the accompanying stalements are as originally adopted by the Coroner as of December 26, 1996. TIle acoompanying comb~.rted statement of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance - actual and budget (GAAP basis) present comparisons of the legally adopted budget with aclnal data. NOTE C - CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AI year-end, tile carrying amount of tile Coroner's deposits was $-0- and tim bank balance was $35,700.48. The Coroner's cash was not in excess of the FDIC insuranco during 1997 or 1996. There were no funds invesled during 1997 or 1996. NOTE D - DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL UNITS Included in fees receivable are amounts due from oilier govcriunental units at December 31, 1997, which consisted of lhe following: Jefferson Parish Coroner's Office City of Covington East Baton Rouge Coroner's Office Iberville Parish Coroner Lafourche Parish Coroner's Office Rapides Parish Coroner St. Helena Parish Coroner's Office St. James Parish Coroner's Office St. Landry Parish Coroner's Office Livingston Parish Coroner's Office Washington Parish Police Jury 

$ 600 2,500 100 100 100 200 800 100 300 300 400 L~.~ 



ST. TAMMANY PARISII CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE E - CHANGES IN FIXED ASSETS Tile following is a summary of changes ill tile general fixed assets account group during the two years ended Deeanlber 31, 1997: 
Aulomobiles 
Furnilure and eqoipnmnI Leasehold improvements 

Balance 12/31195 $ 77,030 
20,763 1.839 $ 99,632 

Additions (Deletions) $ 
11,955 
$ 11,955 

NOTE F - RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS 

Balance 12131196 $ 77,030 
32,718 1,839 $ 111,587 

Additions (Deletions) 

$ 

Balance 12131197 $ 77,030 32,718 
1.839 $ 111,587 

Tile Coroner's office leases office space and certain office equipment and fumilure from Dr. Brustowiez on a month-to-month basis. Rental paymenls aggregated $3,322 and $6,210 for the years ended December 31, 1997 and 1996, respectively. NOTE G - CONTINGENT LIABILITIES From thne to lime, tile Coroner is involved as a defendant in actual or fltrealened litigalion, which is nol covered by insurance. A1 December 31, 1997, fl~ere were no pending or threatened claims which, in tim opinion of the Coroner's legal advisors, would have a material adverse effect on the financial statements should such claims be settled in favor of the plaintiffs. NOTE H - INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT Effective March 1, 1994, the St. Tamnmny Parish Police Jut)' and tile Coroner entered into an inlergovcrnmental agreement, renewable annually, whereby tile Coroner would provide medical services al the SI. Tamnmny Parish Jail. The agreement requires the Police Jury to compensate file Coroner a monthly amount of $22,917 in order for the Coroner to provide medical services. The Coroner received payments Iotaling $266,258 and $275,000 from the Police Jupy and $15,931 and $18,444 in "in-kind" services from St. Tammany Parish Hospital during 1997 and 1996, respectively. The Coroner incurred expenditures, relating to the medical services provided, in the amount of $290,943 and $300,560 during 1997 and 1996 respectively. Ti~e fees related to the medical services provided at file $1. Tammany Parish Jail are included in file special revenue fund of the Coroner. 



NOTE 1 _k PENSION PLAN 
ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

Substantially all employees of tile St. Tmnmany Parish Coroner are members of tile Parochial Elnployees Retirement System of Louisiana (Systenr), a multiple-employer (cost sharing), public employee retiroment system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trostees. The system is composed of two distinct plans, Plan A and Plait B, with separate assets and benefit provisions. All participating elnploycos of tile Coroner art nlembers of Plan A. All penuaneat elnployecs working at least 28 hours per week whom are paid wholly or in part from parish funds and all elected parish officials are eligible to participate in the System. Employees who retire at or after age 60 with at least 10 years of creditable service, at or after age 55 wifll at least 25 years of creditable service, or at any age with at least 30 years of creditable service are eafilled to retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final-average salary for each year of creditable service. However, for those employees who were members of the supplemental plan on/y before January 1, 1980, the benefit is equal 1o one percent of final average salary plus $24 for each year of supplemental plan only service earned before January 1, 1980. Final average salary is file employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined monflls that produce file highest average. Employees wire tenniuate with at least the mnount of creditable service stated above and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at tile ages specified above and receive the benefit accrued to their date of te~ninafion. The System also provides deaflt and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. The payroll for employees of the Coroner was $207,457 and $229,493 and payroll covered by rite System was $205,221 and $207,241 for each of the years ended December 31, 1997 and 1996, respectively. In addition to certain dedicated taxes fllat are remitted to fire System, (which constitute major funding of fire Systen0 covered employees are required by state statute 1o contribute 9.5% of gross salary to which the Coroner adds a 7.75% and 7.25% contribution as an employer's match for 1997 and 1996, respectively. The contribution for each of the years ended December 31, 1997 and 1996 were $35,401 and $34,713 of which $19,496 and $19,690 were contributed by employees and $15,905 and $15,022 were contributed by the Coroner. The actuarially required contributions for those years, using the System's actuarial funding method (Frozen Attained Age Normal Cost Method), the actuary's re~,~mmended contribution rote of 7.75% and 8.0% from all sources, (employees, employers, and dedicated taxes) and based on covered payroll, was $23,463,733 and $21,531,460 for 1996 and 1995, respectively. Tile actuarially required contribution Itas not been allocated to employees, employers, or to dedicated taxes, but ,,viii be determined by future actions of the Louisiana Legislature. The Coroner's actuarially determined contributions for 1997 and 1996 represent. 1% and. 1% of die total contribution required of all participating employers. Tile pension benefit obligation is a standardized disclosure measure of the present value of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of projected salary increases and step-rated benefits, estimated to be payable in the future as a result of employee service to date. The measure, which is the actuarial present value of credited projected benefits, is intended to help users assess tile System's funding slatns on a going- concern basis, assess progress made in accumulating sufficient assets to pay benefits wben due, and make comparisons among PERS and employers. The System does not nmke separate measurements of entities. The pension benefit obligation at December 31, 1996 for the System as a whole, determined through an actuarial valuation performed as of that date was $815,248,050. The System's net assets available for benefits on that date (valued at manet) was $701,060,019, leaving an unfunded pension benefit obligation of$114,188,031. 12 



ST. TAMMANY PARISH CORONER NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
NOTE 1 - PENSION PLAN, (continued) Historical trend inforraation showing file System's progress in accumulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due is presented in tile System's 1996 comprehensive ammal financial report (a separate report). The Coroner does not guarantee file benefits granted by |he System. NOTE J - EXPENDITURES OF THE CORONER PROVIDED IW OTHER ENTITLES 

]u the aceompanying financial statements, the value of the services and supplies provided are reflected as income received and expenditures incurred. NOTE K - EXPENDITUILES OF THE CORONER REQUIRED TO BE PAID BY THE PARISH POLICE JURY Louisiana Revised Statutes (LSA-RS) 33:1566 requires fl~e Police Jury to provide the Coroner wilh all necessary or unavoidable expenditures incidental to fl~e operation of the Coroner's office. During rite years ending December 31, 1997 and 1996, the Police Jury provided funds to file Coroner in file amount of $454,041 and $488,598 as follows: 
General Fund Special Revenue Fund 

13 

1997 $188,992 213~_598 ~45~ 
1996 $213,598 .275,000 



OTItER INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORTS 



Stcven A. Skarda, C.EA. 4990 Highway 22 Mandeville, LA 70471 Office: (504)845-8223 Fax: (504) 845-0888 
Brent A. Silva, C.I:A. 201 Holiday Blvd. Ste. 175 Covington, LA 70433 Office: (504) 893-2121 Fax: (504) 893-2056 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON TIlE INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITII GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Dr. Theodore Brusto;vicz, MD St. Tammany Parish Coroner Covington, Louisiana We have audited tile general-purpose financial statements of die St. Tamlnany Parish Coroner as of December 31, 1997, and for file two years then ended and trove issued our report dated May 28, 1998 We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, issued by tile Comptroller General of tile United States, and tile Louisiana Goverumental Au( Guide. Those standards require that we plan and perform file audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether file financial statements are free of material misstatement. In planning aud performing our audit of tile general-purpose financial statements of the St. Talnmany Parish Coroner for the two years ended December 31, 1997, we obtained an understanding of tile internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to deterufine our auditing procedures for tile purpose of expressing our opinion on die general purpose financial statements and not to provide an opinion on file internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure titat might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition ill which the design or operation of the Sllecific interual control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk timt errors or inegnlarilies in anlounts that would be material in relalion 1o die financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of perfonning flaeir assigued fimerions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operations tlmt we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended for the information of the St. Tammany Parish Coroner, management, fl~e Board of Commissioners, and tile Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana, and should not be used for any other purpose. Tlais restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which, upon aeceptance by the St. Tammany Parish Coroner, is a matter of public record. 

s./.J 
SKARDA & SILVA, L.L.P. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 



Steven A. Skarda, C.P.A. 4990 Highway 22 Mandeville, LA 70471 Olfice: (504)845-8223 Fax: (504) 845-0888 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITII LAWS AND REGULATIONS BASED ON AN AUDIT OF TIIE GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITII GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Dr. "Dleodore Brustowicz, MD St. Tanmlany Parish Coroner Covington, Louisiana 

Brent A. Silva, ('.P.A. 201 Holiday Blvd. Sle. 175 Covington, LA 70433 Office: (504) 893-2121 Fax: (504) 893-2056 

We have audited die financial statements of tile St. Tamlnany Parish Coroner as of and for fl~e two years ended December 31, 1997, and lmve issued our report fl~ereon dated May 28, 1998. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and die Louisiana Governmental Aud Guide. Those standards require tlkat we plan and perform file audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whefller file financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to file St. Tanmlany Parish Coroner is d~e responsibility of the Coroner's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether file financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the Coroner's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of nonconrpliance ttmt are required to be reported herein under Government Auditina Standards. This report is intended for Ihe information of the St. Tmmnany Parish Coroner, management, and fl~e Legislative Auditor of die State of Louisiana and should not be used for any oilier purpose. Tiffs restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of tiffs report, which upon acceptance by the St. Tammany Parish Coroner, is a nmtter of public record. 

SKARDA & SILVA, L.L.P. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 


