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Independent Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure 
CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE West Monroe. Ix) fisiana 
I have audited the general purpose financial statements of tile City Court of Wes Monroe, a compotlent unit of the Cily of West Monroe, as of December, 31 1996, am for the six months Ihen cndezl, and have issued my reporl thereon dated May 30, 19~)7 I conducted my auclit in accordance with generally acceptexl anditing standards: Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of tile United Slates; and tile l,ouisiana (;overnmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of ]x)nisiana Cellified Public Aecounlants and the Louisiana Legislative Andilor. Tilt,so standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform tile audit to oblain reasonable assurance ahout whether tile general purpose financial statements are flee Of nla[el'ial nliss[a ~enl~.~ll[. 
The management c f tile City Corn1 of West Monroe is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal conh'ol stnlcture. In fiflfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgme~lts by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal ::ontrol slructnre policies and procedures. The objectives of an inlemal control structure are 1(i provide nlanagenlent with reasonable, but not absolulc, assurance Ihal asse:s arc safcgnar&xl against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and lhal Imnsacliolts are executed in accordance with management' s authorization and recorded properly 'o permil the preparation of general purpose financial slatemenls in accordance with generally accepled accounting principles. Because of inherent ]itnitalions in any inlcrnal control structure, errors or irregularities may neverlhek;ss occur and not be d~,lecled. Also, I)rojection of any evaluation of the structure to fnlurc periods is sul~iec~ to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of tile design and operation of policies and procedures lll3y deteriorate. 
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CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE West Mom'oe, Ixmisiana Noles to tile Financial Statements (C:mtinued) 
rendereA by tile slate Auonlcy General's Office in November 1991, certain operating expenditures of Ihc COllll such as the judge's traw'A and conference expenditures and salaries and related bcnefits of part-time elnployc~s are paid from this lhnd. 
4 EXI~I~;NI)I'I'URII;S (IF TIIE CITY COURT PAID BY TIIE CITY OF WEST MONROE 
The City Corm of West Monroe is located in the city coull offices which are maintained and operated by tile City of West Monroe. All operating expenditures incurred by the cily court including those of the city inarshal's office arc paid by tile City of West Monroe. Those operating expendilmcs incurred by tile City of Wesl Monroe on behalf of the court are not includexl in the accompanying general purpose financial statements. 

5. CIIAN(;F IN I~;IJ~;CTEI) OFFICIAL 
Effective I)ecembcr 31, 1996, lhe term of office of Judge Charles A. Traylor, II expired. As a resull of elections held in 1996, Judge Jim Norris assumed office effective January 1, 1997. 
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GFNERAL :PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (OVERVIEW) 
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ASSETS Cash 

CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE Wesl Monroe, Lx~uisiana FIDUCIARY FUNI) TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

I,IABI IJTIES Accounts Payable Payroll withholdings payable Deposils due others TOTAL LIABI LITI E~q 

Combined Balance Sheet December 31, 1996 

Tile ac,~.ompanying notes art; all inlcgral parl of lhis statement 

Statement A 

$202,59~ 
$77 1()~ 202.413 $202,59~ 



CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE West Monroe. Louisiana Noles to tile Financial Statements As of and for tile Six Monlhs Ended December 31,1996 
1. sUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES At provided lbr by Chal)ter 7 of Tille 13 of tile Louisiana Revisexl Statutes, tile City Corn1 of West Monroe has jurisdiction ill all civil matters ill the City of West Monroe including all of Ward Five ol Ouachila Parish. The criminal jurisdiction of the com't is linfited to offenses committed within Ward Five of Ouachita Parish which are not ptmishable by imprisonment at hard labor. The city judge and city marshal are eleclcd for six year terms. 
A. REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the city, for reporting purposes, the City of West Monroe is the financial rel)orli ag entity for the city. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) tile primary govermnen| (city), (b) organizations for which tile primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship wilh the primary govermnent are sllch that exclusion would cause tile reporting enlity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accom~ling Standards ]:{oard (GASB) Statement No. 14 established criteria |or (letermining whic'l component units should be considered part of the City of West Monroe for financial repolling purposes. The basic criterion for including a i~)len|ial conlponenl unit wilhitl tile reporting entity is financial responsibilily. The GASB has set follh criteria to bc considered ill determining financial accountability. This criteria inchldes: 

2 

A1)l)oinling a v,:)ling majority of all organization's governing body and: 
b 
The al:ility Hf the city to impose its will on that organiz~ation and/or The polential for the organizatior| In provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial bur(len~ on tile city. Organizations lor which the city does not appoint a voting majority bul are fiscally dependent on the city. 
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CITY COURT OF WEST MONRO]3 Wesl Monroe, Ixmisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Because the city prcvides the court's building, its filrnishings, and pays ils operating expenditures, the coral was delennined to be a component trail of the City of West Monroe, the financial repot'ling entity. The accompanying financial statements presenl information only on the fnnds mainlainexl by the court and do 11ol present information on the city, the ~ieneral government services providexl by that governmental unit, or the olher governmenlal unils that comprise the financial reporling entity. 

FUNI) ACCOUNTING The cotHl uses ftmds and account groups to report on financial position and results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to cerlain government fimclions or activities. 
A fired is a separale accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account group, on the other hand, is a financial repolling device designed to provide accountability for cellain assets and liabililies (general fixed assets and general long-term obligations) that are not recorded in the "filnds' because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resonrces. They are concernexl only with the measurement of financial position, nol with Ihe measurement o| results of operations. I~tmds are classified inlo three categories; govennnental, proprietary, and fidueiary. Each category, in turn, is divide~l into separate "fired types". Governmental funds are usexl to account for a govern:nent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on the providing of services to th~ public as opposed to proprietary funds where the focus of atlention is on recovering Ihe. cost of providing selwices to the public or other agencies through service charges or user fc.es. Fiduciary funds are nsexl to account for assets held for others. The coral's currenl operations require only the use of the fiduciary fired type - agency fimds. Agency ftmdl; are used to account for assels held as an agent for others. Agency funds are euslodial in nalure (assets equal liabilities) and do nol involve measurement of resulls of operations. 



CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE West Monroe, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (C:mtinued) 
C. BASIS OF A(:COUNTIN(; Tile financial reporl:ng lreatmenl applied to a fired is determined by its measurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus;. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabililies generally ave included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financillg sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. The modifiexl accrual basis of accounting is used for reporling all governmental and fiduciary filnd lypes. Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, additions are recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be delermineA and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The court uses the following practices in recognizing and rcporling additions and reductions: 

Judge's costs, nmrshal's fees, marshal's nfileage and other courl costs are recorded in Ihe year in which they are earnexl. Precec.ds fi'om sales and seizures are recognized when costs relatexl to a sale and seizure cf properly are incun'ed. 
COllr[ Substanlially all other additions are recognized when received by the Bast~l on tile above criteria, judge's costs, marshal's fees, marshal's mil~tge, other court ~:(is(s all(] proceeds frolll sales and seizures are treated as susceptible to aecn al. Reductions 
Reductions are generally recognized under the modified accrual ba,;is of accounting w :len the related fund liability is incurred. 
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CITY COURT OF WILT MONROE West Monroe, Louisiana Notes to tile Financial Statements (C3ntinued) 
I). CASII 
Under slate law, tile ccurI may deposit fimds within a fiscal agent bank organized under tile laws of the Slalc of Louisiana, the laws of any other stale in the nnion, or the laws of Ihe United States. Tile court may invest in certificates and time deposils of stale banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having 1)rincipal offices in Louisiana. At I)ecembcr 31, 1996, the court has cash (book balances) totaling $202,598. These deposits are ste4ed at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, must be secured by federal deposit insurauce or tile pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 1996, total $220,737 and are fully secured by federal deposit insurance. 

CI1ANGES IN AGENCY FUNDS I)EPOSITS ])UE OTIIER S A summary of changes in agency funds' deposits dne others for the six months ended December 31, 1996, is as follows: Balance, June 30, 1996 Additions Reductions Balance, I)c, ceml)cr 31, 1996 
JUI)GE'S ACCRUEI) CIVIL COST FUNI) 

$197,453 219,336 (214,376) 

Louisiana Revised Sialule 13:1875(9)(b) provides thal the judge of the Cily Courl of West Monro,~ shall receive the same fees n civil cases as the clerks of the district courts. These fees art" in addition to the judge's compensation ~eceived fi'om the State of Louisiana, the city of West Monroe and the parish of Ouachita. However, 1x)uisiana Revised Statutes 13:1874.1 (A) states that tile salary of a city courl judge shall in no case exceed the salary of a district courl judge of the judicial district in which the city courl is located. Section C of Louisiana Rcvisexl Statutes 13:1874.1 defines salary as the tolal annual compensation paid directly or indirectly from all sources for services as judge. Those fees which have been earned by the judge of the City Cotu-I of West Monroe but which have not been paid to him because his salary from olher sources is the maximum allowed by Louisiana Revised Statutes 13:1874.1, are acctnnulated in the Judge's Accrued Civil Cost Fund. In accordance with Opinion Number 91-472 
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SUI'I)LEMI~NTAI~ INFORMATION SCIIEI)ULES 



ASSETS Cash 

CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE Wesl Momoe, Louisiana FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

LIABII.ITIES. Accounls payable Payroll wilhholdings payable Deposits due others TOTAL LIAB] LITI[~S 

Combining Balance Sheet December 31, 1996 

$124,fi56 
JUDGE'S ACCRUED CIVIL COST FUNI) 

MARSHAL'S FINES SALES AND AND SEIZURES FORFEITURES FUND 
$61,817 $15,738 $387 

Schedule 1 

' 2_$2~_:?~ 8 
$77 $77 108 108 $124,656 61,632 $15,738 $387 202,413 $124~656_ $61,817 $15,738 
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CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE West Momoe, Louisiana FIDUCIARY I:I.1NI)TYPE- AGENCY FUNI)S ('on~bining Schedule of Changes in Deposits Due Others Fo r the Six Months Ended December 31 ,I 996 
JLJDGE'S ACCRUED FINES MARSHAL'S CIVIL COST AND GARNISHMENT FtlND FORFEITURES FUND DEPOSITS DUE OTtlERS AT BE(-~INNING OF YEAR $1161244- __:'65~37 $10,788 AliDITIONS Bonds postexl l)eposits - subs a1"1~1 stlccessions (]arnlshinenls 1 ntt~i'e f;I carilhlgs Sales and seizures Transfers frolYi Civil Cotlrl Cost Fiilid ToIM additions Tolal 

Marshal"s mileage Salaries - part-time en~ployees Payroll taxes O[]lel" coHI'[ costs ()lher reAuction Payments to creditors Research Settlefrmnis to litigants Transfers to City of West Moilroe Travel Total rexluctions 

78.105 
78~105 94.349 

27.728 
9,450 0,269 1.628 

4.550 
69.693 

363 27,728 ._ 28~091 ____98,028 

8,578 1,245 

26.600 

26.600 37.388 

NONE 
$75,954 
75.954 75.954 
66.022 
4.354 I,I10 273 3,790 543 2,235 3.405 

5~850 -- 36,396 21.650 DEPOSITS DUE OTItERS AT END OF ~,'EAR $124,65{L __$61,632 $15,738 
4 

5.035 
75.954 
NONE 

631 8.043 
I,110 273 I ,(H2 2,235 8,043 3,4115 %5:g5 1,4~,3 5.850 0.683 214.37t~ 



Indeplmdent Auditor's Reports Required by Goventment Auditing Standards 

The following independent at ditor's repolls on compliance with laws, regulations, and contrac:ls and internal control stll.Ict~are are pre~enlexl in compliance with the requirenrents of Gowwnnwnt Auditin,~ Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, and the Louisiana Gow, rnmental Audit Guide, issued by the Sociely of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and lhe Louisiana Legislalive Audilor. 
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CITY COURT OF WEST/klONR()]E West Monroe, Louisiana Independenl Auditor's Report, December 31. 1996 
Ill accordance with Govermltent Aucliting Statldards, I have also issuexl reporls datexl May 30, 1997, on tile Cily Courl of West Monroe's compliance with laws, regulations, and contracls, and my consideraticm of tile agency's internal conll'ol structure. 
Wesl Monroe, l~uisiana May 30, 1997 
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CITY COURT OF WEST MONRO1~ West Monroe, Louisiana Independent Audilor's Reporl on Coml)liance, etc., December 31. 1996 
This repoll is intended for tile informalion of the City Courl of West Monree. This is not inlendcd It limit the distribution of lhis reporl, which is a malter of public record. 
donroe. Louisiana May 30, 1997 
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CITY COURT OF WEST MONROE Wesl Monroe, Louisiana lndepe.ndent Auditor's Repo11 oll Internal Control Slruclurc, etc., Dec(:,nll)er 3 I, 1996 
In planning and perfornfing my audit of tim genend puq)ose financial s|atemen|s of the Cily Courl of West Monmc for the six months ended December 31,1996, I oblained an understanding of Ihe inlcrnal col~lrol struclure. Wilh respect to 1he inlernal conlrol smmture, I obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and pn')c~xlures and whether they have been placed in operation, and 1 assessed conlml risk in order to determine my auditing procedures for tile puq)ose of expressing my opilfion on 1he general puq~ose financial stalemenls and not to provide an opinion on the inlemal conlml slr~.lelure. Accordingly, I do no1 eN/ress such all opillion. 
My consideration of 1he internal control slruclure would 11ol necessarily disclose all mailers in the inlenlal collllx)l slnlclurc Ihal nlighl be material weaknesses under standards established by the American lnslilule of Cerlified Public Accountanls. A material weakness is a reporlable condition ill which Ihc design or operation of one or more of Ihe spexAfic internal con|tel strtmltlre elemenls does no| reduce 1o a relalively low level the risk l~al errors and irregularities in amorous thai wot,ld bc malerial in relalion Io 1he gencl-al puq~ose financial sla(elnenls being audited may occur and nol be detecled within a limcly period by employees in lhe normal course of performing their assigned flmctions. I holed no mailers involving lhe internal control structure and its operation thai I considered 1o be material weaknesses as defined above. Tiffs topoi1 is intended for lhe information of the Cily Court of West Monroe limi! lhe dislrilmlion of this repel1, whicl) is a ma(1er of public record. 
May 30, 1997 
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CERTIFIED pUBLIC ACCI~UNTAN~ 

MEMBER AMERICAN NSTITU~E OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOU NTANT6 S~IETY OF LOUIISlANA CERTIFIED PU;B LIC ACCOUNTANTS 
PRACTICE LIMI1ED ~O GOVERNMENTAL ACCOUNTING, AUDITING AND F;NANCIAL RE:PORTING 

| '16 PROFESSIONAL DRIVE WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 71291 PHONE 318.325.2121 TOLL FREE LOUISIANA 1.800.541 ,~020 FAX 318.324. '1630 

Independe,d Auditor's Report on Compliance With l,aws, Regulations and Contracts 
CITY COURT (~F WEST MONROE W{:st Monroe. Ia)nisiana 
] have attdited the general puq~ose financial statements of the City Court of Wes Monroe, a component unit of the City of West Monroe, as of l)ecember 31, 1906 and |or the six mc,nlhs then en(kxl, and have issued my reporl thereon datexl May 30 1997. 
I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the Unilcd Stales; and the Louisiana (;ovemmental Audit Guide, issued by the Sociely 111 Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those standards and Ih~ audil guide rextuire thai I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general puq)ose financial statements are lice of material misstatement. 
Compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts applicable to the City Courl of West Monroe, is the responsihility of the City Court of West Monroe's management. As pal'l of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tile general purpose financial stalements are free of material misslalement, I I)erfornled tests of the City Courl of Wes! Mom'oe's compliance wilh certain provisions of laws, regulations, and contracts. Howe.ver, the o/~jective of my audit of the general purpose financial slate]nenls was ]lot 1(1 provide an ot)inion on overall compliance with such provisi(ms. Accordingly, I (1() nol express such an opinion. 
The results of my tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that arc required 1( be repo]aed unde: f;oveJTmwnt Auditing Standards. 
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CI~IY COURT OF WEST MONROE West Monroe. Louisiana 
Ge~eral Purpose Financial Statements Will] Independent Auditor's Report As of and For the Six Months Endexl December 31,1996 With ~upplemenlal hdbrmation Schedules 

Independent Auditor's Report 
Gelleral Purpose Financial Statements 

.C.._Q..~_T E N T S 

Combinexl Balance Sheet - Fiduciary Fund Type - Agency Funds Noles Io the Financial Slalemenls 
Supplemental Information Schedul~ - Fiduciary Fund Type - Agency i[~mds: 
Combining Balance Sheet, Deccntbcr 31, 1996 
Combining Schedule of Clmnges in Deposits I)ue Others 
Independent Auditor's Reports R~:quired by Govet~tntent Audilbtg Slandards: Repoll on Compliance will] Laws Regulations, and Contracts Rep,~rl on Inlernal Conlrol Structm'c 
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MEMBER AM E rlICAN NSTITUTE O~ CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOU N~A N~6 S~IETY OF LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTAN r6 prACTICE ~IMITED TO GOVERN~ENIAL ACCOUNTING, AUDITING ~O FL~CL~L ~EpORTING 

] 16 PROFESSIONAL DRIVE WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA 7'1291 PHONE 3| 8.325.212 ̀1 TOLL FREE LOUISIANA 1,800,541,5O2O FAX 3 ̀18,324,11630 

Indel)endent Auditor's Report 
CITY COURT Ol; WEST MONROE West Monroe. LoLfisiana ] have audited the general puq)ose financial statements of tile City Court of West Monroe, a component unit of the City of West Monroe, as of Decelnber 31, 19o6, and for tile six mLmths then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These general puq)ose financial statements arc tile responsibility of the City Court of West Monroe's management. My responsibility is to express an opinion on these general ptnq~(,sc financial statements base, d on my audit. 
] conducted my aLl(lit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Govermnent Auditing Standards, issued by the Coral)troller General of the United Stales. Those slanfards reqnirc l'aat I plan alld perform lhe audit to obtain reasonabit assurance abo01 whether tile general purpose financial statelnents are free of mater ia misstatement. An audit includes cxanlining, on a lest basis, evidence supporling Iht amounts and disclosures in tile general puq~ose financial statements. An audit als( includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made b5 management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statemcnl presentation. ] believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. In my opinion, the general l)urpose financial statements referred to above i)rcsenl fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the City Court of West Monroe as of December ~i1, 1996, and the resl.llls of its operations for the six lnonths then ended in confornrly with generally accepted accounting principles. 
My audit was made for tile I)uq)ose of forming an opinion on file general ptul~osc financial stalements taken as a whole. Tile supplemental information schedules lislcd in the table of contents are present~~l for tile puq)ose of additional analysis and arc nol a required parl of tile general propose financial statements of the City Court of Wcs! Monroe. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the /~:eneral purpose financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly presented in all material respecls ir, relation to tile general puq)ose financial statements taken as a whole. 
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