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August 8, 1997 Tndenendent Auditor's Renort 

The Honorable Grace Bennett Gasaway City Court of Hammond Hammond, Louisiana 
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We have audited the accompanying component unit financial statements of the City Court of Hammond, (a component unit of the City (>f Ha~aond), as of and for the year ended June 30, 1997, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the Court:. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditin<~andarcls, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plaT] and perfo~n the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amom~ts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial state- ment presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, the component unit financial statements referred to in paragraph one present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the City Court of Hammond as of June 30, 1997, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated August 8, 1997, on our consideration of the City Couzt of Hammond's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. 



Our audit was made. for the purpose of forming an opinion on the com]:~ok nent unit financial statements taken as a whole. The combining, indi- vidual fund, and individual account group financial statements ]ist:ed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additio~al analysis and are not a required part of the financial statements of the City C.ourt of Hammond, Louisiana. Such information has been sub- jected to the auditing procedures applied in the examination of the component unit financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the component u~lit financial statements taken as a whole. The financial information for the preceding year which is included for comparative purposes was taken from the financial report for that year in which we expressed an unc~.alified opinion on the financial statements of the City Court of Hammond. Respectfully submitted, 



COMPONENT UNIT F]'NANCIAL STATEMENTS (COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW) 



City Court of Hammond 
June 30, 1997 

GOVERNMENTAL FIDUCIARY FUND TYPES ~i~q~__~Y~ ACCOI~qT GROUPS GENERAL FIXED ASSETS GENERAL ._./~QENCY ASSETS Cash Certificates of Deposit Grant Receivable Accrued Interest Receivable Other Receivables Fixed Assets Amount to be Provided For Accumulated Unpaid Vacation Pay 

$171,516 $175,281 $ 195,000 1.80,000 1,203 9,310 3,906 

GENERAL LONG- 
$ 

172,240 
Total Assets $380,935 $355,281 $172,240 
LIABILITIES Accounts Payable Other Payables Bond~ and Fines Paid in Advance of Trial Appeal Deposits Accumulated Unpaid Vacation Pay 

$ 
354,881 400 

Total Lia- bilities 11,088 355,281 
FUND EQUITY Investment in General Fi~ed Assets Fund Balance: Reserved for Judge's Fees 4,584 Reserved for' Public Defender Fees 3,335 Designated for Capital Outlay 206,348 

(COntINUED) 3 

$ 

172,240 

17.241 $ 17,241 
$ - 
17.241 
17,24] 



City Court of Hammond 
~QQ~NUED) June 30, 1997 

GOVERNMENTAL FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE~_ I~ND TYPE ACCOUNT GROUPS GENERAL FIXED FUND EQUITY (CONTINUED) GENERAL AGENCy,_ ASSETS Unreserved - Undesignated Total Fund Equity 369,847 172,240 
GENERAL LONG- 

Total Lia- bilities and Equity $380,935 $355,281 $172,240 $ 17,24~ 

The accompanying notes are an integ2.~al part of this statement 4 



$346,797 $214,785 3'75,000 385,000 1,203 9,310 3,906 1'72,240 9,401 166,555 
~17.241 __/.5.561 $925,697 $791,304 
$ 6,809 $ 2,976 4,279 2,072 3!54,881 400 297,834 400 ~L7,241 _./.5.563_ 383,610 3].8,24:5 
1'72,240 166,555 
4,584 14,418 3,335 206,348 196,778 



 



City Court of Hammond 
T~ VT~ RAI.~C;~ - R[TD~ET [~AAP BA~I~q) AND ACTIIAL - GENERAL FUN[ for the year ended June 30, 1997 with comparative actual amounts for the year ended June 30, 1996 

Revenues: Contribution from Criminal Docket Funds Received - Department of Public Safety Grant Revenue Interest Income Contribution from Civil Docket Contribution from Civil Docket - Judges Fees Earned Probation Fees Contribution from Criminal Docket - Public Defender Fees Intergovernmental - On-Behalf Payments Other Fees Total Revenues 

1997 VARIANCE - FAVORABLE 1996 ~NFAVORABLE ) A~~ ~_ 
$229,000 $302,888 $ 73,888 5,000 25 000 24: 000 40 000 27 000 6 000 73 600 __~-,000 

4 1 23 27 
375 203 291 025 52,201 19,173 9,257 73,308 10.781 
12,201 (7,827) 

$203,256 4.513 
2~, 42, 28. 
376 686 030 303 3,257 5,712 (292) 9. 781 430,600 523,502 92,902 Other Financing Sources: Operating Transfers in From Reporting Entity - City of Hammond i~),000 180.000 

73,308 
412 . 078 

Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources 610,600 703,502 92,902 567,078 Expenditures: Salaries Payroll Tax and Employee Benefits Computer Software and Programming Fees Judges Salary and Fees Public Defender Fees Educational Conferences and Seminars Equipment Purchases Equipment Repairs and Maintenance Contracts Insurance Juvenile Service Programs Legal and Professional Fees 

362,200 362,014 186 57,200 61,028 (3,828) 5,800 85,000 6,000 15,000 25,000 

( CONTINUED ) 5 

8,820 88,322 5,923 11,482 17,935 
(3,020) (3,322) 77 3,518 7,065 

342 578 51 066 4 84 9 34 24 
93] 299 277 239 361 4].9 618 601 886 



City Court of Hammond 
for the year ended June 30, 1997 with comparative actual amounts for the year ended June 30, 1996 

Miscellaneous Postage Stationery and Supplies Telephone Travel Uniforms Total Expenditures 
6,500 6,000 3.5,000 4,400 2,000 ._~.ooo 
9,599 6,024 28,094 4,597 925 414 

VARIANCE - FAVORABLE 
(3,099) (24) (13,094) (197) 1,075 1.586 625,600 640,159 (14,559) 

1996 ACT0/~. 5,792 5,925 ](.,I16 4,527 3,369 ~,{2~ 603,240 
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues and Other Sources over Expenditures (15,000) 63,343 78,343 (34,162) Total Fund Balance - Beginning of Year ~6.504 306.504 Total Fund Balance - End of Year $291,504 $369,847 $ 78,343 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 6 

$306,504 



City Court of Hammond 
June 30, 1997 

Note 1 - Summary of Significant Accounting Policies - The City Court of Hammond ("Court") collects fines and court cost ~, and remits these fines to the City of Hammond and Tangipahoa Par~ ~h Council. The financial statements of the Criminal Docket and Civil [~ocket have been prepared on the cash basis as they primarily oper- ate in a fiduciary capacity. The financial statements of the Gen- eral Fund have been prepared on t-he modified accrual basis in order to fairly present the operations of the Court. The accounting and reporting policies of the City Court of Hammond conform to generally accepted accounting principles as applicable [o governments. Such accounting and reporting procedures also conf~>rm to the requirements of Louisiana Revised Statutes 24:517 and to the guides set forth in the industry Local Governmental Units. A. Financial ReDortina Entitv 
audit guide, ~udits of State ail~ 

For reporting purposes the City of Hammond, Louisiana, serves as the financial reporting entity for both the municipality (C~ty of Hammond) and for the City Court of Hammond Court System. qhe financial reporting entity consists of (i) the pr~ma~y government (all funds under the auspices of the Mayor and Bo~:d of Aldermen of the City of Hammond), (2) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (3) othe[ organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 34, the Financial Reporting Entity, established criteria for detcl- mining which component units should be considered part of the City of Hammond for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria are as follows: i. Legal status of the potential component unit including the right to incur its own debt, levy its own taxes and charg(~, expropriate property in its own name, sue and be sued, a~d the right to buy, sell and lease property in its own name. 



City Court of Hammond "f',.T~TT~9: 'PC} FINANCIAL ~:TATEMENTS (CONTINUED June 30, 1997 
2. Whether the City governing authority (Mayor and Board of Aldermen) appoints a majority of board members of the poten-- tial component unit. 3 
4. 
Fiscal interdependency between the City and the potential component unit. Imposition of will by' the City on the potential component unit. 5. Financial benefit/burden relationship between the City ar*d the potential component unit. Based on the previous criteria, the City Court: of Hammond should be considered a component unit of the City of Hammond. Sinc:e the Judge of the Court is an elected official and has certain statutorily defined sources of funds for his own operatii~g and/or capital budget discretion, the funds of the City Court of Hammond should be discretely presented in the City of Hammond's general pu~)ose financial statements for the year ended June 30, 1997. B. Fund Accountinq The accounts of the Court: are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures or expenses, as appropriate. Government resources are allocated to and accounted for in individual funds based upon the purpoF~es for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The various funds of the Court are grouped, in the financial statements in this report, into two generic fund types and two broad fund categories as follows: GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES General Fund - The Genera] Fund is the general[ operating fund of the Court. It is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 



City Court of Hammond 

FIDUCIARY FUND TYPES 
June 30, 1997 

Agency Funds - Agency Funds are used to account for assets he]d by the Court in a trustee capacity or as an agent for individu- als, private organizations, other governments, and/or other funds. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of opera- tions. C. Fixed Assets 

D 

The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets associated with a fund are determined by its measurement focus. All governmental fund type operations are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow" measurement focus. This means that: only current assets and current liabilities are genera]]y included on their balance sheets. Their reported fund balar~ce (net: current assets) is considered a measure of ,available spendable resources". Governmental fund operating stateme~t:s present increases (revenues and other financing sources) and decreases (expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. Accordingly, they are said to present a summary of sources and uses of "available spendable resources" durin!ii a period. Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations a~e accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. No depreciation has been provicled on cjeneral fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. 
The Court's liability for accumulated unpaid vacation pay at June 30, 1997 and 1996 has been recorded in the General Lor~g- Term Debt Account Group equal to the total hours of vacation accumulated at that date, times the employees hourly rate ~t that: date. Employees accrue hours based upon their length of service. Sick pay has not been accrued as the employee's ri~ht to sick pay does not vest: under state law. 



City Court of Hammond NOTI~q TO FINANCIAL ~:TATEMENTS (CONTINUED June 30, 1997 
E. Total Colurm%s on Combined S~tements - Overview Total Columns on the Combined Statements - Overview a*e captioned "Memorandum Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial position in conformity with genera]]y accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. Note 2 - Interest Earned - The civil Docket has placed funds in an interest-bearing accou~t . Since the Civil Docket operates in a fiduciary capacity and is not required to pay interest on bonds paid in advance of trial, interest income is transferred to the General Fund and used for operations of the Court. Note 3 - Fund Balance - Reserved for Judge's Fees - Fund Balance - Reserved for Judge's Fees has been included on the Balance Sheet of the General Fund to reflect judge's fees which have been earned, but which have not been remitted to the judge due to legal limitations. Note 4 - Fund Balance - Designated for Capital Outlay - q~e Judge has appropriated monies and the interest earned thereon to be used for future equipment purchases and capital improvementF~. The total accumulated at June 30, 1997 for this purpose is $206,348. Note 5 - Fund Balance ~ Reserved for Public Defender's Fees - I~nd Balance - Reserved for Public Defender's Fees has been included on the Balance Sheet of the General Fund to reflect public de- fender'E~ fees which have been collected, but which have not been expended. Note 6 - Cash and Cash Equivalents - For reporting purposes, cash and cash equivalents include ca~h, demand deposits, and time certificates of deposit. Under state ]aw the Court may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, any other state Jn the union, or under the laws of the United States. Further, the Cou~t may invest in time deposits or certificates of deposit of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having pIDi,- cipal offices in Louisiana. 10 



City Court: of Hammond NOTE~ TO FTNANCIAL ~;TATEMENTS (CONTINUED June 30, 1997 
As confirmed by the applicable banks, the Court had cash and cash equivalents totaling $784,507 with a carrying value of $721,797 at June 30, 1997. Cash and cash e~~ivalents are stated at cost, which approximates market. These deposits must be secured under state ]aw by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the bank. The market value of! the pledged securities plus the fed eral deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on depo~Jt with the bank. These pledged securities are to be held in the na~T,e of the pledging bank in a custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to the parties involved. The following is a summary of cash and cash equivalents at June 30, 1997, with the related federal depo~it insurance and pledged securities. CONFIRMED BANK BALANCES JUNE 30. 1997 FDIC/FSLIC !_N~N(~URANCE BALANCES UNINSURED Cash in Non-Interest Bearing Accounts $215,598 $208,812 $ 6,786 Cash in Interest Bearing Accounts 193,909 Cash Equivalents - Time Certificates of Deposit 
Uncollateralized - Securities Pledged and Held by the Custodial Bank in the Name of the Fiscal Agent Deficiency of FDIC/ FSLIC Insurance and Pledged Securities over Cash and Cash Equivalents 

375.000 $784,507 

3_1 

~.95,00o $403,812 
193, 9(19 
180.00~ 380,69~ 

646~3_7 ~ "2 
$ NONE 



City Court of Hammond 
June 30, 1997 

Note 7 - Judges' Supplemental Co~)ensation Fund - The Judges' Supplemental Compensation Fund was created to be used solely and exclusively for salary supplements to judges and commis- sioners, for related costs of state or municipal retirement funded, and for necessary and associated administrative expenses. A non- refundable fee has been set for every civil filing. The clerk of court is required to remit these fees collected to the state treasurer on a monthly basis. The total fees paid for the year ended June 30, 1997, were $23,145. Note 8 - Retirement Commitments - Employees of the City Court of Hammond may elect to be members of the Parochial Employees' Retirement System of Louisiana - Plan ,,}4,,, a multiple employer, public employee retirement system. Contribu- tions to the system are made by both employees and the Court af~ a percentage of salaries. The Court contributed $5,643 to the system for the year ended June 30, 1997. Data concerning the actuarial status of the system at June 30, 1997 is not available. All employees of the Court, with the exception of the Judge, are also members of the Social Security System. Note 9 - Changes in General Fixed Assets - A summary of changes in general fixed assets for the year ended June 30, 1997 is as follows: BALANCE BALANCe: JUNE 30, 19~6 ADDITIONS DELETIQN$ JUNE 30. ~7 Equipment $ 166,555 $17,935 $12,250 $ 172,24[ 
Note i0 - Postretirement Health Care and Life Insurance Benefits At June 30, 1997, the Court has no postretirement health care and life insurance benefit plan in existence. 

12 



City Court of Hammond 
June 30, 1997 

Note ii - On Behalf Payments for Salaries and Benefits - The Court follows GASB Statement No. 24, "Accounting and Financial Reporting for Certain Grants and Other Financial Assistance." This standard requires the Court to report in the financial stateme~ts on-behalf salary and fringe benefit payments made by the State of Louisiana to the City Court Judge and salary and fringe benefits payments made. by Tangipahoa Parish Council to the Judge and t he Court ' s employees. Supplementary salary payments are made by the State directly to t he City Court Judge and from the Parish Council to the Judge and [he C.ourt's employees. The Court ~s not legally responsible for these s.alary supplements. Therefore, the basis for recognizing the reve- nue and expenditure payments is the actual contributions made by t he S:tate and the. Parish Council. For the fiscal year ended June 30, 1997 the State and Parish Council paid $40,808 in supplemental sa]- ary payments to the City Court Judge and the Parish Council m~de E~upplementary salary and benefit payments of $32,500 to the City Court ' s employees. 

2_3 



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS OF INDIVIDUAL FUNDS AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 



 

To account which are not 
GENE}LAL FUND for resources traditionally associated with governme~.ts required to be accounted for in another fund 



City Court of Hammond GENERAL FUND 
June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Cash on Hand and in Banks Certificates of Deposit Grant Receivable Accrued Interest Receivable Other Receivables Total Assets 

Liabilities: Accounts Payable Other Payables 

~$SETS 

Total Liabilities 
Fund Balance Reserved for Judge's Fees Reserved for Public Defender Fees Designated for Capital Outlay Unreserved - Undesignated Total Fund Balance Total Liabilities and Fund Balance 

See auditor's report 14 

1997 2~ $171,516 $ 96,551 195,000 205,000 1,203 9,310 9,401 3.906 $380,935 $310,952 

$ 6,809 4.27~ Ii,088 
4,584 3,335 206,348 i55.58~ 369,847 
14,418 196, "278 
306,504 $380,935 $310,~52 



City Court of Hammond GENERAL FUND 
for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Revenues: Contribution from Criminal Docket Funds Received - Department of Public Safety Grant Revenue Interest Income Contribution from Civil Docket: Contribution from Civil Docket - Judges Fees Earned Probation Fees Contribution from Criminal Docket - Public Defender Fees ]ntergovernmental - On-Behalf Pa3~ents Other Fees Total Revenues Other Financing Sources: Operating Transfers in From Reporting Entity - City of Hammond Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources Expenditures: Salaries Payroll Tax and Employee Benefits Computer Software and Programming Fees Judges Salary and Fees Public Defender Fees Educational Conferences and Seminars Equipment Purchases Equipment Repairs and Maintenance Contracts "[nsurance Juvenile Service Programs Legal and Professional Fees 
(CONTINUED) 15 

1997 ---_12~ 
$302,888 $203,256 4 1 23 27 
375 203 29] 025 52,203. 19,173 9,257 73,308 10.781 523,502 

4. 513 25,376 21.686 42, 28, 030 303 5,712 73,308 
412,078 

180. 000 ~[55, Q0_0 
703,502 567,078 
362,014 61,028 8,820 88,322 5,923 11,482 17,935 17 5 2 8 
816 779 794 593 

342,578 5]. 066 4, 84, 9. 933 299 277 ]4,239 24.361 4]9 6]8 601 886 



City Court of Hammond GENERAL FUND 
for the years ended June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Miscellaneous Postage Stationery and Supplies Telephone Travel Uniforms Total Expenditures Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues and Other Sources over Expenditures Total Fund Balance - Beginning of Year Total Fund. Balance - End of Year 

See auditor's report 16 

1997 199~ 9,599 6,024 28,094 4,597 925 414 
51792 5, 925 ].6, 116 4 , 527 i, 369 ~ ~.36 640,159 601,240 

63,343 (34,]62) 
~06.504 ~O,~ $369,847 $306,504 



AGENCY FUNDS 



ASSETS 

City Court of Hammond I~ENCY FUNDS 
June 30, 1997 with comparative totals for June 30, 1996 

CIVIL _ DOCKET CRIMINAL DOCKET TOTALS 1997 ~99Q_ Cash on Hand and in Banks $ 65,581 $109,700 $175,281 $118,234 Certificates of Deposit i~9,000 Total Assets 180.000 180.QQQ $245,581 $109,700 $355,281 $298,234 

LIABILITIES Bonds and Fines Paid in Advance of Trial $245,581 $109,300 $354,881 $297,834 Appeal Deposits 400 400 8~Q Total Liabilities $245,581 $109,700 $355,281 $298,234 

See auditor's report 17 



City Court of Hammond AGENCY FUNDS 
for the year ended June 30, 1997 with comparative totals for the year ended June 30, 1996 
CIVIL CRIMINAL _D_Q_C_K_~L_ DOCKET TOTALS __ 1997 19~9Q Cash Balance - Beginning of Year $216,436 $ 81,798 $ 298,234 $ 258,383 Receipts: Fines and Bonds Collected 20~_~!7 1.090.028 ~1.299.045 Total Receipts 209,017 1,090,028 1,299,045 Total Cash Available 425,453 1,172,826 1,597,279 

Disbursement s : Fines Disbursed to City of Hammond Fines Disbursed to Juvenile Justice Commi s s J on Bonds and Fines Refunded General Fund Court Costs 27,02!5 Public Defender Fees Marshall's Office Court Costs Lab Fees Witness Fees Indigent Defenders ' Board Crime Victim Fund Law Enforcement Training Probation Fees Restitution Made Drug Abuse Education Trial Court C.ase Management Information System Fund Louisiana Traumatic Head and Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund Bond Transfers 

i. 04Q, 5~/ 1,040,593 1,298,972 

342,786 342,786 29~ ,861 

123,712 6,839 48,189 116,858 7,315 11,935 19,173 8,185 1,602 

(CONTINUED) 18 

34,153 6,288 329,913 9,257 123,712 6,839 48,189 116,858 7,315 11,935 19,173 8,185 1,602 

2{,313 [~,775 224,942 5.712 
]0, 42, 8 ?, "/, 
3. 

407 894 078 598 842 390 303 393 702 11,689 11,689 "/,299 
10,572 685 10,572 685 243 180 



City Court of Hammond AGENCY FUNDS 
for the year ended June 30, 199'7 with comparative totals for the year ended June 30, 1996 

Marshall's Fees Court Cost Refunds Judge's Fees Earned Judges Supplemental Compensation Fund Suit Settlements Civil Cost 

CIVIL CRIMINAL _J~QCKET DOCKET 26,432 22,040 52,201 23,145 11,084 
Total Disbursements 179,8'72 1,062,126 

TOTALS 1997 199~ 26,432 22,040 52,201 23,145 II,084 17.945 1,241,998 

20, 25, 42. 289 796 030 ]'7, 827 
1,00[7, 738 

Cash Balance - End of Year $ 245,583. $ 109,700 $ 355,281 $ 29~,234 

See auditor's report 19 



GENERAL FIXED ~SETS ACCOUNT GROUP 



City Court of Hammond 
June 30, 1997 and 1996 

General Fixed Assets, at Cost Equipment Total General Fixed Assets 
Investments in General Fixed Assets From General Funds 

1997 199~ 
$172.240 $166,5~ $172,240 $166,555 
$172.240 $166.5~ Total Investments in Genera]. Fixed Assets $172,240 $166,5!,5 

See auditor's report 20 



GENERAL LONG-TERM DEBT ACCOUNT GROUP 



City Court of Hammond 
June 30, 1997 and 1996 

Amount to be Provided for the Payment: of General Long-Term Debt: ~Jnount to be Provided for Accumulated Unpaid Vacation Pay Total to be Provided 
General Long-Term Debt Payable: Accumulated Unpaid Vacation Pay 

See auditor's report 21 

1997 1996 
$ 17.241 $ 15.5~3 $ 17,241 $ 15,563 

$ 17.241 $ 15.5~ $ 17,241 $ 15,5(3 



OTHER SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 



 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER FINANCIAL REPORTING BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
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Certified Public Accountants ] 1 ] ] S, Range Avenue, Suite 101 )enham Springs, I,ouisiarm 7(172,6 (504) 66,q-8297 
August 8, 1997 

The Honorable Grace Bennett Gasaway City Court of Hammond Hammond, Louisiana 

ME Mn[ n~ AMF klC AN INS Ill C[ ~{11F I[ D Puht it AC:~ illl ~g IANG[ st [R NHAM SF'RIMC S 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the C Court of Hammond, (a component unit of the City of Hammond), as of for the year ended June 30, 1997, and have issued our report ther dated August 8, 1997. We conducted our audit in accordance with g erally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable financial audits containe~ in the Comptroller General of the United States. Compl~ance 
, issued 
aty and eon e I] - to by 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Court's financial statements are free of material misstatement, we perform~ed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of non-com- pliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing ~a~_~ndards. 
In planning and performing our audit, we considered the Court's internal control over financial reporting in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control over financial reporting that might be material weaknesses. A material weaknesa is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that misstatements 

22 



City Court of Hammond Hammond, Louisiana 
in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial state- ments being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of perfozTuing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control over financial reporting and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses. This report is intended solely for the use of management and the Loui- siana Legislative Auditor, and should not be used for any other pur- poE~e. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report which, upon acceptance by the Court is a matter of public record. Respectfully su~nitted, 

23 




