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John N. l)Ulnill, CPA* Dennis E. James, CPA* ~A |'rofessiona] CorpoFstion (?hades I). Malhews. CPA Bvyon C. Gar,'ety, CPA 
*CERTIFIED I'UltLIC ACCOUNTANTS~ 

July 98, 1997 
INDEPENDENT A 

To the Officers of Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department Robert. Louisiana 

Amcdcm, I Ccllified Publit A/ S.cicb,,I Cellified Public Ac 

We have audJ te_d the accompanying statement of financial posJ tJ on of the Rura ] } i ] e District No. 2 Current Restricted Fund ol tile Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Departme:t ,a non-profit organization) as of Decentber 31[, 1996, and the related statements of act:ivit its and cash flows for the two years then ended. These financial statements a~ ~ I he responsibility of the Fire Department's management. Our responsibility is to exp]< ;~ an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing s;tandard: ,:lid Government A11d-i t i no Standard issued by the Comptroller Genera] of the United St Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable as.~:u about whether the fJ nancial statements are free of material nd sstatements. An includes examlnil]g, o]a a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosu] the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting princip]( s and significant estimates made by management as well as evaluating the overall fina statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis Jo opin/on. 
[ 311 <:<'d ( , ~i ] [~t[2- 

In our opinion, the financial statements refexred to above present: fairly, in all mat. :~ i~,q- respects, the financial position of the Rtlra] Fire District NO. 2 Current RestrJct(d : Iltd of the Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Departmenl as of December 31, 2[996, and the resu]< !; of operations and cash flows for the two years then ended in conformity with geiLe~i ]y accepted accounting prJ neiples. As discussed in Note ] to the financial statements, in 1996 Eighth Ward Volunte: z Department changed its method of accounting for contributions and its method of fina reporting and financial s;tatement presentation in accordance with Statements of Fi]la Accounting Standards No. 116 and 117. Respectfully submitted, 

P. O. Box 506 ~ 112 East Chestnut Slreet " Amite, Louisiana 7(1422 ~ (504)748-5134 * Fax: (504)748-4116 174 South Sixth Slrccl * Ponchatoula, lmuisiana 70454 ~ (504)386-8180 ~ Fax: (504)386-0210 



 



 



EIGHTH WARD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
R[]RAT, T~TRR []TqqIRTOT ~O 

SUPPORT AND REVENUES 

For the Two Years Ended December 31. 1996 

Rural Fire District No. 2 Contract Fees Ad va]orem taxes State revenue sharing Fi]-e insurance premium rebate Interest income Miscellaneous TOTAl. SUPPORT thlqD REVENUES EXPENSES Program Services - Fire Protection Insu]cance Repa5 rs and maintenance Fire station supplies Fue i Ut5 i] t~es To] ephone Debt serv/ee Other Supporting Services : Account J ng Fees TOTAL EXPENSES CHANGE IN NET ASSETS NET ASgETS AT EEGINNING OF YEAR Equipment purchased NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

]996 
$ 55,735 25,033 5,171 679 1,557 

S TR ] C'] i 19~![ 
$ 25, L4.1 12 , b7~ 5, iI 9 : "! 8 q 

$ 88,175 $ 45,72 
$ 8,981 9,253 700 2,800 4,118 2,957 8,403 2.390 
$ 39 ,_602 $ 48,573 40,837 (37,373 $ 72,03"/ 

$ 3,06~ ]],02', 86 I 2,511 3,48 2, ~ 0 8,401 ~ 7 J 
$ 3]j3 $ 34,-<8 43,86 (17,(] 



 



 



EIGHTH WARD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT NOTES TO THE FINANCIAT, STA 
operations or cash flows for the two years then ended in conformJ~} generally accepted accounti~ principles. The Rural Fire District NO. 2 Current Fund is considered restricted b(< under the terms of the contract with the Rural Fire Protection District of TangJpahoa Parish these ~unds "sha]] be expended solely for the pu] ; of operating, maintaining and/or purchasing of equipment, and supplies.. salaries Jf approved by Fire District No. 2." 

C. SUPPORT AND REVENUES Support consists primarily of contract payments received from Rural Protection I)istrict No. 2 of Tangipahoa Parish in the form of ad val~ taxes, state revenue sharing funds and fire insurance rebate fuiLds. Th< } Department receives a percentage of the total funds available to Rural } Protection District No. 2 based on formula contained in the original co~,t~ agreed to by all participating fire departments in Tangipahoa Parish. ] h~ valorem tax allocation is established Jn January of each year and di~;l: ~! by Rural Fi:ce Protection District No. 2 on a quarterly basis. State ] co'~ sharing and fire insurance rebate funds are disbursed to particJpatJn~ departments by Rural Fire Protection District NO. 2 as the funds I:.!: available. As a result:, ad va3orem taxes and interest income is recog:::: as income Jn the period earned. State revenue sharing funds, fire in, u: rebate funds and all other revenues are recognized as income when recci,. D. CA~E Cash includes interest bearing demand deposits E. INCOME TAXES The Organization is non profit arld is exempt from income taxes under ~;e 50i (C) (4) of the Internal Revenue Code. Therefore, no provision is mad J neome taxes. F. FAIR VALUES OF FINANCIAL INSTR[FMENTS The Organization's financial instruments, none of which are held for t] purposes, include cash. The following methods and assumptions used b Or ganizat ion in estimating J ts fair value disclosures for fin~ instruments are : Cash: The carrying amounts reported in position approximate fair value because those instruments. 
8 
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EIGHTH WARD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTIN[]E 
G. ESTIMATES The preparation of financial statements in conformity with gencral]y a<'(~ accounting principles requires management to make estimates and assum~ t that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, ~J< results could differ from those estimates. H. STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 

I. FINANCIAL STATEMENT PRESENTATION In 3996 the Organization elected to adopt Statement of Financial Accoun Standards (SFAS) No. 137, "Financial Statements of Not-fol I~ Organizations". Under SFAS No. 13.7, the Organization is required to I< information regarding its financial position and activities accordJli< three classes of net assets: unrestricted net assets, temporarily restl [ net assets, and permanent] y restricted net assets . In sddi tJ oil, Organization is required to present a statement of cash flow~;. As peru : by i:his new statement, the OrganJ zation has discontinued its use of accounting and has, accordingly, reclassified its financial statem(nt present the three classes of llet assets required. This reclass/ficat:ioH no elfect o:n the change in net assets for 1996 or 1995. J. CONTRIBUTIONS 

2. CASH 

The OrganJ zation also elected to adopt SEAS No. 136, "Account J 11_<! Contribut:ions Received and Contributions Made," in 1996. In accordance v. SFAS No. ] ] 6, contribut J ons received are recorded as unrest J :i ::t temporarily restricted, or permanently restricted support depending O:L existence or nature of any donor restrictions. The adoption of SFAS ]~o had no elfect on net assets or the change in net assets as of or for t}l.~ years ended December 31, 1996. 
Cash at December 31, 1996, consisted of the following Interest Bearing Demand I)eposits Total 3. RECEIVABLES :Receivab] es J nclude amounts due Irom Rural Fire [December 31, 1996, and are sulnmaTized ~s follows: 

$_35_,y : $ 3%:{: 
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John N. ])urnin, CPA* Delmis It dairies, CPA* ~A Plofessi.na] FOlpOration 
ChaTh~s l). Malhews, CPA Bryon C. Garrl:ty, CPA 

*CF.RTIIqEI) PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS~ 

Ou]y 118, 1997 
L_ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURB BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCTAL STATRMENTS D~VORMP N ACCORDANCE WITH GOVE:RITMENT AIIDITING STANr)ARDR 

To The Officers of Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department Robert. Louisiana 

Ameril:,r, (kltilicd [>~Jblk A 
mlilicd Public .X 

We have audited the: financial statements of the Eighth Ward Volunteer Fi~-e Departmen non-proflt organization) for the two years ended December 31, 1996, and have issue] report thereon dated Ju]y 18, 1997. We conducted our Govarnment AuditJ audit in accordance q Standards. issued wJ th generally accepted audJ ting standal d by the Comptroller General of the United .qt Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable as!;t about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. In p] anning and performing our audit: of the financial statements of the Eight h Volunteer FJ re Department for the two years ended December 31 , 1996 , we conside] c, internal control struc, ture in order to determine our auditing procedures for the pu of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance o internal control structure, The mg.nagement ol the Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department J s responsib] c 5 <n" establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. ]in fulfillinU <}:is responslbility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the e>:p,~<!<.c] benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. ']he objectives of an interna] control structure a1:e to provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, assura~]ee that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized u:,: or disposJ tion, and that transactions are executed in accordance with manag(.m..;c's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statem(n< :; Jn accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limila~ ions in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur an] >ot be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future perJoi! :is subjec= to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in condi' J<~i,s or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedu~<,: : :y deter ] orate. For the purpose of this report, structure policies and procedures we have classified the significant in the following categories: 13 
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EIGHTH WARD VOLiINTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
Administrative Matters Cash Support, Revenues and Related Receivables Expenses and Accouters Payable For all of the control categories listed above, we obtained an understanding of the (:~~ i~~: of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operatiol , ~E~d we assessed control risk. We noted certain matters involving the internal control structuze and its operatJ<n; t h~t we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by the Amc ~ calJ ~nstitute of Certilied Pl~blJc Accountants. Reportable conditions involve matters < .i.linc~ to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or operation cf ill( internal control structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect th~ organization's ability to record, process, summarize, and report financial d6~ta eons~J}t<nt with the assertions of management in the financial statements. 

BUDGETS t." Condition: During our audit and review of administrative matters, we noted the } ] } e Department did not adopt a budget for 1996. A budget is recommended to help insu] e that financial resources are expended in accordance with management's intent. ThJ s condit ion was noted in the prior year audit report. 
fJ scal year and basis. We ]-eccm~mend the F~re Depa~:tment adopt a budget at the beginlli~ig o{ < <oh review actua] expenditures versus budgeted expenditures on a qu}11 ,::]y 
Man~ment's Rc~pojl~he[ In a letter dated August that it will adopt an operating budget at the actual expenditures versus budgeted expenditures 14, 1997, the Fire Departmentin( beginning of each year and will on a quarterly basis <.w 
-condition: During our audit we noted the Fire Department did not file a federal i<~<~,ule tax return for 1995 or ]996. Federal law requires non-profit organizations to fJl( .~ <i~x return when gross receipts exceed $25,000, annually. This condition was noted i;i !he prior year audit report. 

organizations Department: should review the tax return filing and file an income tax return when required. In a letter dated August 14, 1997, the Fire Department i]}di that it will review the tax return filing requirements for nonprofit organizati( wi]l file an income tax return when requir6d. 
Condition: During our audit and testing of expenditures, we noted some invoices w< iL4 

~d id 



EIGHTH WARD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
marked paid nor did they contain the slqnatllre of the Fire Chief documenting hi[~ ]o',i(,w and approval of the invoice. RecormT~endatlonL We recommend the Department stamp the face of each containing the date paid, check number, and approval signature Further, we recommend a copy of the monthly disbursement journal be at the monthly meetJl]g for their review and approval. 

invoice with a ~I amp of the Fire ( h : e[ . prov~decl to tho t!,:ald 
Manag~_9~ent's R esD_~ns~A. In a letter dated August 14, ]997, the Fire Department in(]J( that it will procure a stamp containing date paid, check number, genera] ]< distribution, and approval signature to properly deface invoice. Further, [.he I)epn t will provide each Board Member a copy of the previous month's disbursements jou~r.~ each ~egu]ar monthly board meeting for their review and approval of invoices paid. 

cCi <!] ut ~t 
A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of (,:L~ ol more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low ], v,,] the risk that errors or Jrregu]arlties in amounts that would be material in relatJ ,i t( the f: nancia] statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a t Jl, ]y period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal cont:rol structure would not necessarily disc](}~. :ILt matters in the internal control structure that might be reportable conditJoi~s ,n:d, accord5 ng]y, would not: necessarily dJ sclose all reportable conditions that ~11 ~ i~ ~ ~;C considered to be material weaknesses as defined above. However, we believe nolle c [ the reportable conditions described above is a materla] weakness. This Feport is intended for the information of the officers, Rural Fire Prot District NO. 2 of Tangipahoa Parish and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Howeve report is a mattor of public record, and its distzibution Js not limJtod. Respectfully submitted 

DURNIN & JAMES 



 



]ohli N. I)urniil, CPA* lJcnnis ]i. Jillill~s, CI'A* *A Pioft, ssional Corpolalion 
Charles 1), Mathcws, CPA Bryon C. (;alleiy, CPA 

TO the Eighth Robert 

~CERTIFIEI) PUBLIC ACCODNTANTSo 

July 18, 1997 
R REPORT ON CO~4PL]ANCE ZA~ED ON AN AUDIT OV FINANOTAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Anlclk;,ii CI i lilicd Publk A 
S~cirl~ ,>f Ccililicd Public A 

We have audited the financial statements; of Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Depart non-pzofJt organization) as of and for the two years ended December 31, 1996, a issued our repozt thereon dated July 18, 1997. We COllducted our C4~ve~Yrm~nt AII~ i i audJ t in accordance with generally accepted auditing standal d:: lnd issued by the Comptroller General of the United ~;t Those standards requJ~=e that we plan and pe)-form the audit to obtain reasonable a~:nul<.<~c about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. Comp3 iance with laws, aegulations, contracts, and grants applicable to Eight h i. ~ d Volunteer Fire Department: is the responsibility of Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Depa~tn IA '~ management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about; whether the fillzl:i: i a] statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of Eighth Ward Vol<: Lt .(.i Fire Department's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contrac{ [, ind grants. However, the objective of our audit was not to provide an opinion on ov,).~]] compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Material instances ol noncompliance are failures to following requirements or vio]at : ~IIS of prohibitions contained in laws, regulations, contracts, or grants that; cau.~i~ i~: t c conclude that the aggregation of mlsstatement.~i resulting from those failures or viola< l,:~lis is material to the general purpose financial statements. The results of our t(s' ~ of comp]imnce disclosed the following matemi~] instance of noncompliance. COMPLIANCE WITH STATE LAW Accnunt~n~ and A11dit~na Laws The departmol]t did not comply with certain accounting and auditing requirement:s ;[lu}<:od by state law. Accounting and auditing procedures applicable to the Department ;i e specified in state law, Louisiana Revi sed Statutes (LSA-R. S. ) 24 : 513 and 24 : 5] 4 ~ncl 24:515. The pertinent parts of the law and the manner in which the Department fail ~<i to comp]y with the law are as follows: 17 
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EIGHTH WARP VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
State Law LSA-R.S. 24:515 requires political subdivisions to "designate all cIiic'(~ Ior their secretary/treasurer or principal finance officer where their book~ ~nd records must be kept. " "All ac!counts of such publJ c funds shall be kept in th( !ol IL prescribed by the legislative audit:or and he ~~hall have the authority to in!daI] a system of accounting in any office which he is authorized to examine and a~ci,t.' At a minimum, the Department is required to maintain a cash receipts journal, : a!d disbursements journal, and a general ledger. Findin~ct." Durillg the eourse of our audit, we noted the Department receipts journa], cash disbursements journal or gel~eral ledger. Failure to maintain an accurate cash receipts journal, cash disbursements journa genera] ledger places the Department in noncompliance with state law and reduc effectiveness of the Department's control and management of its public funds. condition was noted in the prior year audit report:. RecQmmendation: We recommend the Department maintain an accurate cash receipts jo~ cash disbursements journal and general ]edger for ~ts court, costs account in eomp] with state ]aw. Monthly financial statements can then be prepared from the ~I< ]edger. Manaaement's Response: In a that: it agrees to maintain accounts. letter dated ~igust ]4, 1997, the Fire Department indJ a cash receipts and cash disbursements journal io 
Audit W~t Filina Requirement 

t ('d d] 
The Fire Department did not comply with certain audit report filing requirements :[ui,: :~(.d by stste l~w. Audit report filing requirements applicable to the Fire Departm(.Ir ~le specified in ~:tate law, Louisiana Revise(] Statutes (LSA-R.S.) 24:513(A) (5) (a) . ]he pertinent parts of the ]aw and the manner ~n which the Fire Department fai]ed to c-i: H~y is as follows: State law requires that audits be completed and transmitted to the Louisiana Legit] ~ ire Auditor within six months of the close of the entlty's fiscal year. FindincL~ The Fire Department did not complete and transmit a copy of the audit rep<n the two years ended December 31, 1996, to the Louisiana Legislative Auditor by Jull 1997. Improvement is needed in this area to make sure the required audit is comp](.t a timely ina~ner. This condition Occurred beeause the Fire Department did not provio records necessary to audit its financial statements for the two years ended Decembe 1996, until June ]i, ]997. This did not allow the aJditor sufficient time to perfol audit tests required and complete the audit by June 30, 1997. AS a result, this report was not filed timely and places the Fire Department in noncompliance with law. 

[ c)l {(i, :i] < h<! ,J] ::]Jt t.~te 
We recommend the Fire Depart:ment retain the services o~ a eeJ t ~ [ <.d public accountant to conduct any require<] audits prior to the end of the fiscal ye be examined. This would allow the auditor six months to complete the audit and d(! the report. Add:itional]y, we recommend the Fire Department provide the necessary ]6 as soon as feaslb]e after the end of the fiscal year. 

].8 



EIGHTH WARD VOLUNTEER FIR~ DEPARTMENT 
Mana_g~kraent'BR~s~onse.. Irl a letter dated huQust 14, 1997, the Fire Department i~]c]J~ that it intends to retain the services of a certified public accountant to condu< [ requlxed audits prior to the end of the fiscal year to be examined. We considered these instances of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whethe t }i( Department,s ]996 [inancial statements aloe presented fairly, in all materia] respeci ,~ i l conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not ~f lect our report dated July fiB, 1997, on those statements. Except as described above, the results of onr tests of compliance indicate that , ,,. respect to the items tested, Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department comp] J ed, i ~ material respects, with the provisions refe:cred to Jn the third paragraph of this ~<D~I With respect to items not tested, nothing came to our attention that caused us to b6; J{ that Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department had not complied, in all material re~;p<(t with those provisions. This report is intended for the infnrmat ion of the officers, Rural Pi re Prot ~ : District NO. 2 of Tangipahoa Parish and the Louisiana Legi slative Audi tot. restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report which, acceptance by the Board of Directors of the Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department, }{cl Louisiana is a matter of public record. 

]9 

Re~:pect full y submitted 



John N. l)ulnin. CPA* Dennis E. lalm s. CPA* ~A Plofcssi()na[ Corporalio, 
Chalics 1). Malhews, CPA lhyon C. (;alll:ly, CPA 

*CIr~RTIFIEI) PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS* 

August 24, 1997 
Members of the Board of Directors Eight]] Ward Volunteer Fire Department Robert . Louisiana 

M ]t,H Alll{lit:q[ I , LI h ~11 (k'llilicd Publk A{ ,, tilt, 
' "SoNcb .I CtHi'[icd Ih,bli{ .% 

We have audi ted the financial statements of the Eighth Ward Vo] unteel Department for the two years ended December 31, 1996, and ]]ave issued our thereon dated July ]8, 1997. Professional standards require that we provid with the fo]lowing information related to our audit. 
Auditina Standards 

16 ] t (:)U 

AS stated in eur engagement letter dated May 8, 1997, our responsib/15 t ) , as described by professional standards, is to p]an and perform our audit to o]4 ~:in reasonable, but not absolute, assurance about whether the financia] statement : no free of materia] misstatement. Because of the concept of reasonable assura]ic, ~nd because we did not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, th ~, 5s a risk that material errors, irregularities, or illegal acts, including frau(i ~nd defalcations, may exist and not be detected by us. 
As part of our audit, we considered the internal control structure of the I,: ! Ward Volunteer Fire Department. Such considerations were solely for the pu)} of determining our audit procedures and not to provide any assurance conc(nl such internal control structure . As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial[ stat<i are free of materJa] misstatement, we performed tests of the Eighth Ward Vo] u] Fire Department's compliance with e.ertain provisions ef laws, regulat : contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our tests was not to provi( opin]on on compliance with such provisions. 
Management has the responsibility for selection and use of appropriate acceu~ policies. In accordance with the terms of our engagement ]etter, we will a( management about the appropriateness of accounting policies and their applic~d 
l'. O. Box 506 ~ 112 Easl Chcslnul Strecl ~ Amilc, 1,ouisiana 70422 * (504)748 5134 ~ Fax: (504)748 4116 174 South Sixlh SIrcet * Ponchaloula, Louisimla 70454 ~ (504)386 8180 ~ Fax: (504)386~0210 



Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department August ] 4 , ] 997 Page Two 
The significant accounting policies used by the Eighth Ward Vo]unteel ii:e Depar'sment are described in Note 1 to the financial statements. No new accoa i~ Jug po]icies were adopted and the application of existing policies was not (h.nJi('d durin~ 1995 and ]996, other than <:!hanging its method of account ilJq f(u contributions and its method of financial reporting and financial stat ~:.~ni preparation in accordance with Statements of Financial Accounting Standard : 4o. 116 and 13.7. We noted no transactions entered into by the Eighth Ward Vo]u~it ~.(~i Fire Department during the two years that were both significant and unusual, ~iiJ<~ of which, under professional standards, we are required to inform y()l, (~ transactions for which there is a ]aek of authoritative guidance or c.onsen::<~.. Acconnt~na Estimates Accounting estimates are an integral part of the financial statements prepar,~d by management and are based on management's current judgments. Certain acco~.l!d [Ii(~ estimates are particularly sensitive because of their significance t o < hc financial statements and because of the possibility that future events affect ,n9 them may differ significantly from management's current judgments. Management ' s estimate of the allowance for doubtful accounts J s bas6 ] on historical ana]ysis of the col]ectibi]ity of individual accounts receJvab]< We evaluated the key factors and assumptJ ons used to develop the allowali<[~ J n determining that it: is reasonable Jn re]ation to the financia] statements token as a whole. Ni~n~:[~eant Audit Adjustments For purposes of this letter, professional standards define a significant adjustment as a proposed correction of the financial statements that, :[ judgment, may not have been detected except through our auditing proced These adjustments [nay include those prol)osed by us but not recorded by the }' Ward Vo]unteer Fire Department that could potentially cause future final statements to be materially misstated, even though we have concluded that adjustments are not material to the current financial statements. We proposed several audit adjustments related to accounts receivable and acc(,Llnts payable. The corrections were not considered materJa] in relation t o ~ he financial statements of the Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department taken ,~ a whole. The Fire Department has agreed to the proposed audit adjustments and w ]i record the adjustments in the accounting records of the Eighth Ward Vo]unteel }.[ i e Department for the two years ended December 31, 1996. Disao1"eements with Manaaement 
For purposes of this [letter, professional standards define a disagreement w t h management as a matter, whether or not resolved to our satisfaction, conc(nn llg a financial accounting, reporting, or auditing matter that could be signJ~J(~n:t to the financial statements or the auditor's report. We are pleased to ~ ( i~)I t that no such disagreements arose durin9 the course of our audit. 



Eightlh Ward Volunteer Fire Department August 14, ]997 Page Three 
Consultations with Other Independent__Accountan_ts To the best: of our knowledge, management has not consulted with or obt opinions from other independent accountants during the past two years tha< subject to the requJzements of Statement on Auditing Standards No. 50, "Re} on the Application of Accounting Prine:ip]es." Diffi~n]tJes Encountered in Performina the Audit We encountered no difficulties ~n dealing with management in performing our ~.~{ t This report is for the information of management, the Louisiana I,eg]s],t vc Auditor and the Census Bureau. This restriction is not intended to lim:it 'hc distr:Lbutio~ o~ thfls report which, upon acceptance by the Fire Chief and Bo~ <i ef Direc_ors of the Eighth Ward Volunteer Fire Department, Js a matter of ~,!, ic record. Respectfully submitted 


