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KAREN M. HOLUS CERTIFIED PUBLIC A CCOUNTANT 
Accountant' s Re_port 

BOAP, D OF COMMISSIONERS WAR[) ONE RURAL FiRE PROTECTION DIS~ERICT OF RICHLAND PARISH RICHI,AND PARISH POLICF, JURY Delhi , Loui si ana 

P.O, Box 397 611 Madeline ~treet Rayville, LA 71269 Phone: (318) 728-6588 

I have compiled the accompanying comb]ned financial statements of Ward One Rural Nire P~otection D] strict of Richland Parish, a component uni5 of the Richland Parish Police Ju~y, as of and for the year ended December 3], 1996, as listed Jn the table of contents, in accordance with Statements on Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by [be American Insl:itute of Certifi{~d Public Accountants. A compilation i s limJ ted to presenting in the form of f inane]a] statements ] nfo~:mat ion that ~ s the ~epresentation of management . ] have not audited or reviewed the accompanying financial statement s and, accordingly, do not express an opinion or any other form of assurance on them. 

Rayvil] e, June ] 7, Louis] ayla ] 997 



ASSETS 

WARD ONE RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF RICHLAND PARISH RICHLAND PARISH POLICE JURY Delhi, LouisJana ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS; Co;~bJned Balance Sheet, Decelnber 3], 199(] 

Statement A 

ACCOUNT GROUPS GOVERNMENTAI. GENERAL GENERAL TOTAL FUND - FIXED LONG-TERM (MEMORANDUM GENERAL FUND ASSETS DEBT ONLY ) 

Amount to be provided for retirement of general long-term debt: TOTAL ASSETS 

66, 39"7 $ 83, 645 200 
242,398 

66,397 83,645 200 
242,398 

238,000 238,000 ]50~I~ ~_~398 ~238.Q~ $ 630~64Q 
LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY Liaoi] J ties: Accounts payab]e Certificates payab] e Fund Equity: Investment in general fixed assets Fund ba] ance-unreserved -undesignated Total Fund Equity 

i 6~4 i i } 614 238,000 238,000 
] 4 G_628 ]49_,628 

242,398 
242~ 398 238j 000 

242,398 149~628 63~026 TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY $ ] 50,~={_2 _~:~Lg~J~ ~_238..000 .$ 630. 64Q 

See the accountant's report and the accompanying notes 



REVENUES 

WARD ONE RURAL FiRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF RICHLANI) PARISH RICHLAND PARISH POLICE JURY Delh.i , Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance For the Year Ended December 31, ]996 

Ad va]orem taxes Intergovernmental revenues - Rich]and Parish Police Jury - 2% fire insurance rebate Use of money and property - interest Miscellaneous 
EXPENDITURES General government adminJ st ration - - other general retirement system 
~nsarance Legal and acconntJng Repairs and maintenance Supplies ]'raining Utilities C3pital Outlay Debt Service: Principal Interest: TOTAL EXPENDI ~'URES EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES FUN[) BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

Statement B 

December 31 ]996 
$ 69,704 5,073 996 200 ~973 
1,826 2,4(]0 4,476 1,200 5,695 2,086 852 ],232 ],2[)7 26,000 __.~539 .6~0 563 
134~218 

See the accountant' s report and the accompanying notes 



Chai]ges 

REVENUES 

WARD ONE RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF RICHLANI) PARISH R]CHLAND PARISH POLICE JURY Deihi, Louisiana GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 

Ad va]orem taxes I ntergovernment a] reve~ues- Richland Parish Police Jury 2% fire insurance r(-~bate interest income MJ scellaneous TOTAL REVENUES EXPENDITURES General goverrmlent-other genera] admin J st ration-ret irement system contrJ bution Public safety -- fire protection: FJel Insurance Legal and accounting Repairs and maintenance Supplies Training Uti ]itJes Capital Outlay Debt ServJ ce : Principal interest TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

B_udqet 

Statement C 

December 31, 1996 Variance Favorable Actual ]Unfavorable]_ 
$ 45,500 $ 48,505 
___j.5~ 50_!0 

1,200 3,652 ],250 1,000 600 2,000 1,825 2,000 25, 000 JL ] 9__!8. _~ "? 2~_~. 

5,073 996 200 54, "174 
5,073 996 200 _____9,274 

1,826 (1,826 2,089 4,476 1,200 5,%13 2,349 852 1,271 1,257 26,000 13,539 60,672 

(889) (824) 50 (4,813] (1,749) 1,148 554 743 (1,000) __2,659 
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES C~ 22___5 _ (5~898) ____ 3, 327 FUN[) BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR _ i_~8 _]34,218 FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR _$_~_1~ ~_328.320 i_ 3:327 
See the acc.ountant' s report and the accompanying notes 



WARD ONE RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF RICHLAND PARISH RICHLAND PARISH POLICE JURY Delhi, LouJ sJana Notes to the Financial. Statements AS of and for the Year Ended December 31, 1996 
Ward One Rural Fire Protection District of Richland Parish was created by resolution of the Richland Parish Police Jury on February 18, 1992, for the purpose of purchasing and maintaining fire equipment and providing fJ re protection for the people of Ward One of Richland Parish. The district is governed by a board of commissioners consJ st] ng of five members. The commissioners are appointed by the Rich/and Parish Po] ice Jury for terms of two years. Com~llissioners receive no compensation for their services. The district has nn employees. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompany i.ng financJ al st atements of Ward One Rtlra] Fire Protection District of Richland Parish have been prepared Jn conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as app] J ed to governmental unJ ts. The Governmental Account/n9 Standards Board (GASB) is the accepte(i standard-setting body fo~ establishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. B. REPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Richland Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for R~ch]and Parish. Tbe financial reporting entity consists o~ (a) the primary government (po] ice jury) , (b) organizations fo~ which the primary government Js financially accountable, and (e) other organ] zatJ ons for whJ ch nature and significance of the] I relat ionship with the primary government are sueh that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financJ al statements to h( mis] eading or incomplete. Gove~ nmental Account] ng Standards Board Statement No. ] 4 established criteria for determining which component units should be (-~ons] dered part of the Ri chland Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. ']'he basic criterion for including a pot enti al component unit w] thin the reporting entity J s financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining financial accountability. ThJ s criterJ a includes 



WARD ONE RICHLAND Rayvil]e Notes to 
RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRffCT PARISH POLICE JURY I,ouisiana the Financial Statements (Continued 
1 . Appoint~ ng a voting maj ority of an organization ~ s governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that: organization and/or b. The potential for ::he organization to provide specific fJ nallcial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. jury does not appoint s dependent on the police 
3. Organ] zations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be mJslead.~ng if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the re] ationship. Because the Richland Parish Police Jury appoints the governing board, the district was determined to be a component unit of the Richland Parish Po].ice Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present information only c)n the funds maintained by the distr-ict and do not present information ors the po] ] ce jury, the general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 
The distr~ct uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and th{! results of its operations. Fun<i accounting is designed to d(~monstrate legal compliance and to a]d financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. A fund Js a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide ~ccountability for certain assets ~nd liabilities that ale not recorded in the funds becau.~;e they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources, Funds of the district are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the d~ strict' s general act]vities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition fixed assets, and the servicing Governmental funds of the ~~]stz-ict or construction of gener<l: of general long-term debt. 



WARD ONE RI CIILAND Rayvi] le Notes to 
RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTP, ICT PARISH POLICE JURY Louisiana the Financial Statements (Continued) 

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. 1'he governmental funds are accounted for using a current finane~ al resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only currenl assets and current liabilJ ties are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds presenl increases and decreases in net. current assets. The modi fled accrual basis of accounting is The governmental funds use the revenues and expenditures: REVENUES 
used by the governmental funds. following practic:es in recordinq 

Ad valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar year basis, become due on November ]5 of each year, and become delinquent on January i. The taxes are recorded in the year they are assessed. The taxes are generally collected n December of the current year and January and February of lhe ensuing year. Delinquent taxes are considered fully collectible and therefore no allowance for uncollectible taxes is provided. ]interest income on time deposits ~s recorded at the end of each quarter when credited by the bank. 
Any other revenues are recorded when the district Js entitled to the funds. EXPENDITURES 
ExpendJ tures are genera] ] y rec, ogni zed under the modifi( d accrual basis of accounting when the related fund ]JabJlJly is ~ ncurred. 

Preliminary budgets for the ensuing year are to be prepared b) the secretary and presented to the board for review. The bud9(1 should be adopted prior to th~ new year but it appears that th( budget for ]996 was not officially adopted until December, 1996 All annual appropriations ]apse at year end. 



WAR[) ONE RI CHLAND Ra yvi 1 ] e Notes to 
RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRfCT PARISH POI, ICE JURY Louisiana the Financial Statements (Continued 
The budget eomparJ son statement included in tile accompanying financial statements include the original adopted budget (cash basis) and a]] subsequent amendments. The following reconciles the excess (deficiency) of revenues over expend:itures shown in the combined statement of revenues, e~penditures and changes in fund balance to tile combined statement of revenues, expenditures and changes Jn fund balance - budget (cash basis) and actual. 
Excess (deficiency of revenues over expenditures Adjustments : Receivables Payables 

ecember 31, 1996 
$ 15,%10 
(21,199) __ (]09) Excess (deficiency) of levenues over e>q)enditures - budgetary basis ~_. L5.898 F . ENCUMBRANCES The district does not use the encumbrance system ill its record ke~pin9 . G. CASH AND (~ASH EQUIVALENTS Cash inc] udes amounts in demand deposJ ts, interest bearing demand deposits and time deposits. Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposJ ts and those investraents w] th ori gina] maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, the district may deposit funds in dentand deposits, interest bearing demand deposits, or time deposJ ts wJ th state banks oxganJ zed under Louisiana law or any other state of the United States, or under the laws of the United States. Under state law, the district may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they are classifJed as cash equivalents. H. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased or constructed, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. Interest costs incurred during construction are not capitalized. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. A]] fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. 



WARD ONE RICHLAND Rayville Notes to 
RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT PARISH POLICE JURY Louisiana the~ Financial Statements (Continued) 
I. COMPENSATED ABSENCES AND PENSION PLAN The district does not have any full time emp]oyees; therefore, it does not have a formal vacation or sick leave policy and does not contribute to a pension plan. The district contributes to the sherJ ff' s offJ ce plan to cover the salaries of the persons collecting the ad va]orem taxes for the district. J. LON G-TER]~ OBLIGATIONS Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmenta] funds are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-term eb]Jgations are recognized in the governmental funds when due. K. FUND EQUITY Reserves~ Reserves not appropriab] e a specific future represent those for expenditure use. or legally of fund equity segregated for 
Designated Fund Balances-Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for future use of financial resources. L. TOTAl, COLUMN ON BALANCE SIIEET The total column on the balance sheet is captioned Memorandull Only to indicate that it .is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in this column does not present financial pos] tion or results of operations in conformity wi th genera] ]y accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 2. LEVIED TAXES The district is authorized to levy a minimum of 6.00 mills and a maximum of 6.32 mills, annually on property within the district: for maintenance and operation of the di strJ ct. The distri ct levied 6.32 mills for the year 1996. The tax expires in the year 2002 un]es~ renewed. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS At December 3], ]996, the district has cash and cash equivalents (boo~ ba]ances) totaling $66,397 as follows: 
]ntexest bearing Demand deposits 

1996 $58,602 7_~!9_5 



WARD ONE RICHLAND RayvJlle Notes to 
RURAl. FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT PARISH POLICE JURY Lou] sJ ana the Financial Statements (Continued 

Tota]s $66: 39~ These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or resulting bank balances) must. be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank Jn a holding or custodial bank that J s mutual] y acceptable to both part ies. At December 3] , 1996, the district has $66,574 in deposits (collected bank balances) . These deposits are secured from risk by $100,000 of federal deposit insurance (GASB Category ]). RECEIVABI,ES The taxes receivab] e account represents delJ nquent accounts for the prior year plus any unpaid current year taxes as of December 31, 1996. The following schedule shows the changes Jn taxes receivable for the year ended December 31, ]996: Balance at January 1, 1996 Ad valorera tax Collections Balance at December 31, ]996 
5. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of charlges in general fixed vehicles, and equJ pment) for the year fo] ~ows : 
Land Buildings Vehicles Equipment 

Balance anuarv I, 1996 

$ 62, 447 69, 704 . (48,50E) 

assets (land, ended December 
Disposals 

buildings 31, ]996 
Balance December 31, 1996 $ 6,000 75,823 120,462 40.i]3 Totals ~_241~ 141 $ i[. ~7 ~____ $ 242, 39~ 

6. LEASES The district has no operating or capital ]eases at December 31, 1996. The district has a local services agreement with the Town of Delhi tc provide fire pretectJon for the citizens of Delhi. This includes th( sharing of equipment and personnel when necessary. 



WAR[) ONE RICHLAND Rayvil]e Notes to 
RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT PARISH POLICE JURY Loui s i aria the Financial Statements (Continued 

7. LITIGATION & CLAIMS The district is not involved in any litigation or aware of any claims at December 3], ]996. 8. CHANGES IN ],ONG-TERM DEBT The following is a summary of lone-term obligations for the year ended December 31, 1996: 
Balance at. January ], 1996 Additions Retirements Balance at December 31, 1996 

Certificates $ 264,000 
26,000 

The certificates consists of a notes payable to Premier Bank bearinq interest at. 6 percent pe~ annuT~, payable on March 1 and September 1 o~ each year until the year 2003. The ad valorem tax has been pledged against the certi fJ cates to assu~e repayment of the ] oan. A sinkinq fund is required to be maintained each year with an amount equal to the principal and/or interest, due Jn each calendar year. At presenl the district J s using the regular operating account as also th(~ Sinking Fund account which has a balance of $7,795. 



Ward One Rural Fire Protection District Richland Parish Police Jury Delhi, Louisiana Schedule of Compensation Paid Board Members As of and For the Yeal Ended December 31, 1996 
The following is a list of the ]Board of Colamissioners of the Ward One' Rural Fire Protection District. The Board receives no compensatioll for their services. Leon Smith Mary Forehand Alfred King Doyle McDade Lucille McP.a charn 



1.3 KAREN M. HOI.T.TS CERTI FlED P UBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
Independent Accountant' s Report on Apoivin~ Aareed-Umon Procedures 

To the Boar<] of ColamJssioners Ward One Rural Fire Protection District of Richland Parish 

P.O. Box 397 611 Madeline St rcct Rayville, LA 71269 Phone: (318) 728-6588 

I h~ve performed the procedures ~ncluded in the Louisiana Government AudJ t Guide and enumerated be] ow, which were agreed to by the management of Ward One Rural FJ re Protection Di strict and the Legislative Auditor, State of I,ouisiana, solely to ass]st the users in eva] uating marlagement ' s assert] ons about the District ' s comp] iance with certain ]aws and regulations during the year ended December 3] , 1996 include<] Jn the accompanying ],ouis.iana Attestation Questionnaire. ThJ s agreed-upon procedures engagement was performed in accordance with standards established by the ;~r~e ri can institute of Certi fJed Public Accountants. The sufficiency of these procedures Js solely the responsibility of the specified users of the report. Consequently, ] make no representation regarding the sufficiency of the procedures described below either for the purpose for which this report has been requested or for any other purpose. Publ_~c Bid Law 1 . Select all expenditures made during the year for material and supplies exceed] ng $5, 000 or publ]e works exceeding $50, 000, and det ermine whether such purchases weJe made in accordance wJ th LSA-RS 98:2211-2251 (the public bid law). No expenditures were made during the year for materials and supplies exceeding $5,000 and no expenditures were made for public works exceeding $50,000. Code of Ethics for Public Officials and Public Employees 2 . ObtaJ n ~ rom management a lJ st o~ the inmled] ate family members of each board member as defined by LSA-RS 42 : 1101-1124 (the code of ethics), and a list of outside business interests of all board members and employees, as well as their immediate families. Management provided me with the required list including the noted information. 3. Obtain frola management a listing of all employees paid during the period under examination. The District has no employees d . ]Determine whether any management J nc] uded on the ] i sting procedure (2) as ilmnediate 
of those employees included in the listing J n agreed-upon procedure (3) were a] so obtained from laanagement Jn agreed-upon family members. i0 

(c; ~ t_~J lttalJ~ Wll~tIle~ pdyI[[~II t$ Lecea ve(] app~ovdl from propel authorJ ties. 



]'he District has no employees, therefore none of the employees included on the list of employees provided by management [agreed-upon procedure (3)] appeared on the list pzovided by management in agreed-upon procedure (2). Budgeting 5 Obtained a copy of the legally adopted budget and all amendments Management provided me with a copy of the original budget There were no amendments to the budget during the year. 6 Trace the budget adoption and amendments to the minute book I traced the adoption of the original budget to the minutes of a meeting held on December 28, 1996 which indicated that the budget had been adopted by the coiTmaissJ oners of Ward One Rural Fi~:e Protection District by a vote of five in favor and no opposed. No amendments were made to the budget. 7 Compare the ]:evenues and expenditures of revenues and expenditures to determine expenditur(.~s exceed budgeted amounts by more compared the revenues and expenditures of the final budget to actual revenues and expenditures. Actual revenues were above budgeted amounts by 20% for the year and actual expenditures exceeded budgeted amounts by ]0%. 
8. Randomly selec:t examination and: (a} trace payments and payee; 

Accounting and Reporting 6 disbursements made during the period unde~ to supporting documentation as to proper amount 
I exam] ned support] ng docuraentation for each of the six selected disbursements and found that payment was for the propeL- amount and made to the correct payee. (b) determine ]f payments were properly coded to the correct fund anc general ledger account; and All of the payments were properly coded to the correct fund and gerlera] ]edger account. (c) determine whether payments receJ ved approval from prope~ authorJ ties. inspection of documentation supporting each of the six selected disbursements indicated approval from Secretary/Treasurer and/or the Board through reading of minutes. The Board approves all disbursements over $i00 unless for regular monthly expenses (telephone, utilities). ]] 



 

Meetings 9. Examine evidence indicating that agendas for meetings recorded J n the minutes book were posted or advertised as required by LSA-RS 42:] th:~ough 42:12 (the open meetings law). Ward On~! Rural Fire Protection Di strict d~ d not post or publish an agenda as required. Debt ] 0 . Examine bank deposits for the degermine whether any such deposits loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. period under appear to be examination and proceeds of bank 
I inspected copies of all bank deposit slips for the period under examination and noted no deposits which appeared to be proceeds of bank loans, bonds, or like indebtedness. Advances and Bonuses ] 1 . Examine payro] 1 records and m] nutes for the year to determine whether any payments have been made to employees whieh may constitute bonuses, advance, or gifts. The DistrJ ct has no emp] oyees to review records for advances or bonuses. I was not engaged to, and did not, perform an examination, tile objective of which would be the expression of an opinion on management' s assertions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. }lad I performed additional procedures, other matters might have come to my attention that would have been reported to you. As to the prior year's findings, the distr:iet has corrected the items except for the publishing of minutes. This report is intended sole]y for the use of management of Ward One Rural Fire Protection District and the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana, and should not be used by those who have not agreed to tile procedures and taken responsibi i~ ty for the sufficiency of t he procedures for their purposes. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 

Rayville, Louisiana June 17, 1997 

]2 


