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The Honorable Judge James R. Strain, Jr City Court of Slidell Slid;ell, Louisiana 

MEMBERS AMeriCAN INSTI~U3E OF CERTIFIEO PUBL 1C ACCOUN1 A 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the General Fund of the City Court of $1idell, Slidell, Louisiana, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. "l-hese financial statements are the responsibility of the Court's management. Our responsibility is to express an ()pinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and generally accepted government auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We betieve that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. As discussed in Note 2, the financial statements present only the generally fund and are not intended to present fairly the financial position and results of operations of the City Court of Sliclell in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. In our opinion, the financial statements referred to in the first paragraph present fairly in all materiat respects, the financial position of the General Fund of the City Court of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana, as of December 31, 1996, and the results of that fund's operations for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Ln accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued a report dated November 17, 1997 on our consideration of the General Fund of the City Court's interna control structure and a report dated November 17, 1997 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
NEUBURGER, COERVE-R, & GOINS Certified Public Accountants November 17. 1997 



 
BAI.P~I~H~T: ALL .E UND. J-YP~ AN DAGGOUNIGRQUP~ cRY( COURT OF SL.IDEL/ SIidell, Louisiana, December 31, 1996 

GOVERNMENT FIDUCIARY ACCOUNT GROUP TOTAt FUND TYPE FUND TYPE GENERAL (MEMORANDUM NENERAL AGENCY FUNDS FIXED ASSEIS ASSETS Cash on hand and in banks $ 1,033,005 $ 0 $ 0 $ 1,033,005 Due from General Fund 0 134,613 0 134,613 Restricted Assets: 0 Deferred compensation benefits 0 Investments 0 200,633 0 200,633 PropeMy, planl, and equipment: Office equipment 0 0 129,039 129,039 TOTAL ASSETS $_ 1 ~03..~3 0~0.5=_ $ 3~ $ 129,039 $ 1._~497 ~9_0 LI ABILLT IE,~NI:~I- UND EqULT~' LIP31L[TIE~ Accounts payable $ 10,433 $ 0 $ 0 $ 10,433 Payroll deductions and withholding 3,077 0 0 3,077 Due to Agency Funds 134,613 0 0 134,613 Payable from restricted assets: Deferred compensation benefits due employee.'; 0 200,633 0 200,633 Due to other government agencies 0 134,613 0 1341613 Appearance bonds pending 62,952 0 0 62,952 Deferred revenues 102,168 0 0 .. 102,16(; $~ ii _-313,243= $ 335,;~4~6- $ ..__0 $. 648,489 FUND EQUITY Investment in general fixed assets $ 0 $ 0 $ 129,039 $ 129 03.c~ Fund balance - unreserved and undesignated 719762 0 0 _ 719 762 TOTAL. FUND EQUITY $__ 719,762_ $ _ _ 0 $ !2__9,039 $ 848 80i TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY $ ..1.~033,00=5 $ 335 24~,=~66 $ 129,039 $.~1~49-/,29(!, 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements, 
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~IATEMF~IIQEREVENUE,~ EX~F~DITURES L~xlD_CHANG~ GE!NERALF.UND CITY COURT OF SLIDEL.L Slidell, Louisiana Year ended December 31, 1996 
RE~hF.,5 Current coud [evenues Coud costs Criminal Court fees Probation fees DWl classes Witness fees Other governments Interest earned 
EE.,P~ND[TU RE$ Current court operating expenditures Salaries and related benefits: Salaries Payroll taxes Deferred compensation plan Contractual services: Witness fees Telephone Maintenance Dues and subscriptions Professional fee.'; Computer services InsurancE! Court security Materials and supplies: Office supplies Operating supplies Postage Miscellaneous Capital outlays 
Excess of revenues over expenditures O Transfers to City of Slidell for new courthouse E:,:cess of revenues over expenditures and other financing uses Fund balance at beginning of year Fund balance at end of year 

$ 

TOTAL REVENEUS $ 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements 
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181,919 268,906 234,088 17,505 10,352 10,172 37,852 7_60,794 
$ 181,627 3,941 19.018 29,553 5,145 5,792 1,105 31,823 33,299 21,169 3.392 

$ 362,384 
_~210,o00j $ 152,384 _ 567,378 $ 719,762 



~)TE$ TO FINANCJAL_..S_TATEMENT.~ CITY COURT OF SLIDELL Slidell, Louisiana December 31. 1996 

NOTE 1- The accounts of the City Court of Slidell are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. rhe operations of each fund are accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures The City Court of Slidell revenues are accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are controlled. The funds presented in the financial statement are described as follows: ~NEI:~L_F. UND The General Fund is the general operating fund of the City Court of Slidell. It is used to account for all financial resources except those required to be accounted for in another fund. ~ENCY FUNDS Agency Funds are used to account for assets held as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments, and/or other funds. Agency Funds are custodial ir~ nature ( assets equal liabilities ) arid do not value measurement of results of operations. 
Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations ( general fixed assets ) are accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather than in governmental funds. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. / fixed assets are valued at historical cost. NOTE 2 - DEFINITION OF CITY COURT OF SLIDELL ENTITY The City Court of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana was established by an act of the Louisian;, State Legislature. The City Court has territorial jurisdiction extending throughout all of Wards 8 and 9 of St. Tammany Parish excluding the Town of Pearl River. 
The City Court of Slidell is composed of a City Judge, a Marshal, and a Clerk of Court of said court. The Judge and the Marshal of the City Court are elected at the Congressional election every six years. The City of Slidell and the Parish of St. lammany share equally a portion of the salaries of the City Judge, the Marshal, and the Clerk of Court. The City of Slidell is required to furnish a suitable city court room and suitable offices for the City Clerk and Marshal. The City of Slidell is also required to furnish adequate fireproof vaults or other filing equipment for the preservation of the records of the Court. The expenses of operation and maintenance ef the court room and offices shall be borne by the City of Slidell and the Police Jury of St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana, in equal portions. 

--4- NEUBERGER, COERVER & GOINS. C~R~H~;~'U"t*C,',CCOUr~T̂N~ 



CITY COURT OF SI_IDEELL Slidell, Louisiana December 31. 1996 
- continued 

NOTE 2 - DEFINITI~_N~OF CITY COURT__QF~LIDELL ENTITY- continued While the City of Slidell and tile Police Jury of St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana are obligated to provide certain services to the City Court, neither of them has any authority or control over the City Court. The City Judge is that governing authority in matters of finance, management, budgeting, and is accountable for fiscal matters. The City Court is not considered a component of the City of Slidell. The City Court has a Civil Fund that is not included in these financial statements. I his fund is not subject to being auditecl. In 1989, the City Court established a Probation Supervision Department within the General Fund. This department is included in the financial statements of the Genera Fund. NOTE 3 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES The financial statements and accounting policies of the General Fund of the City Court of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana conforrn to generally accepted accounting principles as prescribed by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Governmental Accounting Standards Board. 
All City court funds are accounted for under the modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the following practices: Revenues are accrued when the amounts to be received are both measurable and available. Charges for fines, forfeitures, and miscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenues when each individual case has been settled. Expenditures are recorded at the time the liabilities are incurred. Also, capital outlays are recorded as expenditures at the time of acquisition. 
The City Court is not legally required to adopt a budget. The City Court did not adopt a budget; therefore, there is no budgetary comparison between budgeted and actuar revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance. 
Fixed assets are recorded at cost and deprecation is not recorded on general fixed assets. Current capital expenditures are recorded as expenditures at the time of purchase The related assets are then recorded in the General Fixed Assets account group. 
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NOTES "[O FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued CITY COURT OF SLIDE:LL Slidell, Louisiana December 31, 1996 
NOTE 3- continued In 1989, the City of Slidell began giving financial assistance to the City Court of Slide Slidell, Louisiana. The City Court records the pension reimbursements as revenues from other governments. NOTE 4 - TOTAL. COLUMNS ON COMBINED STATEMENTS - OVERVIEW 

N()TE 5- 

Total columns on the combined statements - overview are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented onTy to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colurnns do not present financial position, results of operations, or changes in financial pesition, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. Inter-fund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of this data. 
A summary of changes in general fixed assets follows 
Office equipment 

BALANCE BALANCE _1-31-96 ADDIT~ 12-31-96 $ !18,39_3 $10,646 $129,039 NOTE 6 - PEN.~ION PLAN The City Judge and Clerk of Court are partially covered under the pension plan of the City of Slidell and the Parish of St. Tammany, Louisiana, at no cost to the City Cour~ The City's plan also pays the pension of retired Judges. In 1991 the City Court adopted a deferred compensation plan created in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all Court employees permits them to defer a portion of their salary until future years. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirement, death or unforeseeable emergency. The City Court funds all amounts of compensation deferred under the Plan, at the direction of the covered employees, through investments in annuity contracts underwritten by Great-West !..ife, which is the Plan administrator. The Court contributes 10% of gross salary to the plan. All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased with those amounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property or rights are ( until paid or made available to the employees or other beneficiary ) solely the property and rights of the City Court subject only to the claims of the City Court's general creditors. Participants' rights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the City Court in an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each participant. 
-6- NEUBERGER, COERVER & GOINS CIRIlHII~PUBLIC AC(OUNIANlg 



 
NCITES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued CITY COURI OF SLIDFLL Slidell, Louisiana December 31, 1996 
NOTE 6 - PENSION PLAN - continued rhe City Court has no liability for losses under the plan, but does have the duty of due care that wold be required of an ordinary prudent investor. The City Court believes that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the future. The City Court contributed $19,018 to the plan in 1998. The rnarket value of the Plans assets as of December 31, 1996 is $ 200,633. NOTE 7 - VACATION AND SICK LEAVE The City Court has adopted the following vacation and sick leave plan. Vacation Pay - Two weeks Wlcation after one year of employment. 
Sick Leave - Six days sick leave after one year of employment. Vacation and sick leave can not be accumulated beyond one year. Accrued vacatior~ and sick pay have not been recorded because they are not material to the financial statements. NOTE 8- _LI_TIGA_TION The City Court of SWell is not involved in any litigation which would result in a significant liability to the Court. NOTE 9- BANK ACCOUNTS The following is a summary of the bank accounts and the securities: AMOUNT S E C U R I T Y Parish Nationat Bank- Checking $ 73,570 $ 100,000 FDIC Insurance First NI3C - Probation Checking $ 890,035 $ 100,~)00 FDIC Insurance $1,122,900 U.S. Treasury Note~. 

NOTE 10 - 
NOTE 11 - 

First NBC- Savings $ 65,502 $ 100,000 FDIC Insurance 
Appearance bonds pending represents amounts collected for cases that have not been settled at year end. When these cases are settled, the Court will record its sharE: of these amounts as revenues and the remaining amounts will be distributed to other agencies. 
This account represents partial payments on fines collected by the Probation Department. Once the fines have been collected in full, the Court records its share of the fines as revenues and distributes the remaining amounts that are collected for other agencies. -?_ NEUBERGER, (?OERVER & (;OINS, CEkTIW~ ~ PUE~LIC ACCOUNTA~lS 



 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued CITY COURT OF SHDE!LL Slidell, Louisiana December 31, 1996 
NOTE 12 - CHANGES IN AGENCY FUNDS A summary of changes in agency funds follows: BEGINNING ENDING _B_ALANCE , ADDITIONS REDUCTIONS . BALANCE City of Slidell Funds $ 70,503 $ 263,446 $ 279,964 $ 53,985 Parish of St. Tammany 2,465 11,820 2,465 11,820 City E/larshal's Fund 3,946 62,528 89,958 6,516 Indigent Defenders Fund 5,424 102,598 99,448 8,574 Victims of Crime Fund 2,107 10,049 11,573 583 Louisiana Supreme Court 10,852 18,401 16,994 12,259 District Attorney's Fund 9,524 6,477 13,061 2,940 Louisiana Commission on. Law Enforcement Fund 1,703 19,885 I6,068 5,520 Dept. Of Public Safety Fund 20,852 31,867 42,719 10,000 Juvenile Detention Center Fund 16,480 12,192 26,160 2,512 Restitution Fund 8,169 7,106 2,960 12,315 
NOTE 13 - TOTAL ALL AGENCY FUNDS $ _1_59=6~4 $ 546,369 $ 57~ $134,613 The City of Slidell is building a new courthouse building for the City Court of Slidell The City Court agreed to pay the City of Slidell $ 210,000 for a portion of the construction cost. Because the City Court will not have an ownership interest in the building this transaction has been treated as " other financing uses " rather than as a capital outlay~ 
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nd 
statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, enors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the General Fund for the year ended December 31, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal centrol structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed contfo risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on their internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Our consideration of the internal control structure would net necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable conditior~ ~1 which the design or operation of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to) a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relat,or~ 
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RELATED MATTE-RS NOTED IN A FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT CONDUCTED IN - continued 

to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended for the information of the management and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor's office. This restriction is no intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
NEUBURGER, COERVER, & GOINS Certified Public Accountants November 17, 1997 
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HAROLC, R NEUBURGIZR, CP.A .JOHN J CDERVER. C P.A. FRANK L GOINS. C.P.A 
NEUBUR~ER, C(]ERVER & BOINS CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNIANTB P. o. DRAWE~ SS7 ~LIDI;LL, LA. -10159 (504) 6414- 5942 MEMBERS A~ERICAN INSTITUIE ()F CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOtJN1 ~ ~. t F, 

The Honorable Judge .lames R. Strain, Jr City Court of Slidell Slidell. t.ouisiana We have audited the financial statement of the City Court of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana as of and f~ the year ended December 31, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated November 17, 19!)7. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and the Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. ThosE. standards require that we plan an perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whetlTe the financial staternents are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the City Court of Slidell, Slidell, Louisiana is the responsibility of the Court's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatements, we performed tests of the Court's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, it should be noted that our objective was not to provide an opinion on overa compliance with such provisions. The results of our test disclosed the following material instance of noncompliance that is required to be reported herein under Government Auditing Standards, which has no effect upon the financial statements. The audit report was not cornpleted and submitted to the Louisiana Legislative Auditor by June 30, 1997 as required by state law. This was caused by health conditions of the auditor in charge, not by the actions of the employees of the City Court of Slidel The circumstances that caused the audit report to be late are explained more fully in the management letter. We considered this instance of noncompliance in forming our opinion on whether the City Court of Slidell's 1996 financial statements are presented fairly in all material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated November 17. 1997 on those financial statements. "fhis report is intended for the information of the Judges and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor's office. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. r~-..~,~,-.~.., ,..'~,,,~,.~-.j ~C~ NEUBURGER, COERVFR, & GOINS Certified Public Accountants November 17, 1997 



HAROLO R. NEUBURG~R, C.p,A. JOHh J. CDERVER, CP.A, FRANK L. ~OlN5, C,P.A. 
MANAGEMENT LETTER 

NEUBURGER, CI]ERVER & GOINS CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNIANTS P. O. DRAWER &67 SL~DELL, LA. 70459 (504) 643-5742 

The Honorable Judge James R. Strain, Jr. City Court of SlJdell Slidell, Louisiana 
Dear Judge Strain: 

MEMBERS AMERICAN INSTITU1~ OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC A[;,COUNIA~-'5 

We wish to thank you and your staff for your cooperation during the audit of the financial statement for the year ended December 3], ]996. In our report on Compliance with Laws and Regulations, we stated that the City Court was not in compliance with the state law requiring the audit report to be completed and submitted to the Louisiana Legislative Auditor by June 30, 1997. This is due to the health condition of the auditor in charge, Frank L. Goins, not by the actions of the employees or management of the City Court. I ha~e had to undergo chemotherapy treatments, surgery, and radiatJol therapy from March 17, 1997 thru October 22, 1997. These treatments; prevented me from working full time in May, June, September and October of this year. This has caused me to be late in completing and submitting the audit report. 
I want to thank you for your kind consideration shown to me during the audit under these special conditions. 
Sincerely, 
Frank L. Goins 
November 17, ]99"7 


