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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT Honorable Douglas H. Allen Eighth Judicial District Judge Winnfield, Louisiana 71483 

WHITE & BATES c~rwEo l~.mLIC A ca~o~'rA~Ts P. o. ~x 1397 

June 26, 1996 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund, a component unit of the Winn Parish Police Jury, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the responsibility of the management of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial F..xpense Fund. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted audi'dng standards. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial ~ ,tatements are free of material misstate-ment. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our aunt provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

White & Bates 



 



 



EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OFWINN PARISH POLICE JURY STATDdE~%rr OF REVENUES, ID(PENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE. BUDGET (GAA BASIS) AND AC'I~AL - GOVEPJ~MENTAL FUND TYPE - GI~ERAL FUND FOR THE YEAR D4DED DECEMBER 31. 1995 
REVENUES: Court Costs Collected Fines and FoHeits 

Capital Outlays Debt Service Principal Interest 
EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES OVER EXPI~'4DITURES FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR 

VARIANCE FAVORABLE BUDGET ACTU~ (UNFAVORABLY:} 
$ 6,000 $ 5,800 $ ( 200) 18.000 18.240 240 

12,300 3,500 1,500 6.000 
4,200 550 
28,050 
(4,050) 12.002 $, 7.952 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement. 

12,884 3,380 1,726 6,129 
4,203 544 
(4,826) 

(584) 120 (226) (129) (3) 6 
(816) 
(776) 



EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED D~ BKI~ 3 I. 1995 
I. SUMMARY OF SIGNInCANT ACX~OUNTING POLICIES The Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund (the "]udiciaJ Expense Fund') was established by Act 916 of the 1985 Session of the louisiana Legislature to be effective January 1, 1986. The act provides for the collection of fees in the form of courl costs and fines. The Winn Parish C~erk of Court is to place all sums collected or received under this act in a separate account over which the judge of the Eighth Judicial District Court has control over all disbursements made therefrom. The Act provides that these monies may be used to pay salaries for court reporters and such secretarial, clerical, research, administrative or other personnel as are deemed necessary to expedite the business and function of the court. In addition, the judge may utilize the monies in the Judicial Expense Fund to pay all or any part of the cost of establishing or maintaining o law library for the court, or for buying or maintaining any type of equipment, supplies, or other items consistent with the efficient operation of the court, except for the payment of the judge's salary. The following is a summary of the more significant accounting policies: 
As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Winn Parish Police ]ury is the financial reporting entity for Winn Parish. The financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), Co) organizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for determining which component units should be considered part of the Winn Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered to determ/ning financial occountabil/ty. This criteria includes: I. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that organization and/or b. The potential for the organization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

(Continued) -7- 



EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OFWINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO HNANCIAL STATEMI~rrs (Continued) FOR THE YF-AR ENDED DI~"E~BER 31, 1995 
3. Organizations for which the reporting ent/ty financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or sigr,..fficance of the relationship. The Judicial Expense Fund is a port of the district court system. Because the district court system is fiscally dependent on the police jury for office space and courtrooms, the Judicial Expense Fund was deterrr~ned to be a component unit of the Winn Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity The accompanying financial statements present information oniy on the funds maintained by the Judicial Expense Fund and do not present lnfom'~tJen on the police jury, the general gevemnwnt services provided by that governmental unit. or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. B. BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. On the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly atfect net expendable avaL!able financial resources. Funds of the Judicial Expense Fund are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the Judicial Expense Fund general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies, the acquisition or construction of genera] fixed assets, and the servicing of general long-term obligations. The ]udicial Expense Fund maintains the ~oUowing governmental fund: General Fund - The General Fund is the principal h.md of the Judicial Expense Fund and is used to account for all fees collected and all disbursements made by the Judicial Expense Fund. The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. The governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this measurement focus, only current assets and current liabilities 
(Continued) -8- 



EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT (X)UFtT ]UDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONI~IT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STAT~24ENTS (Continued) FOR THE YF-~ END}~I) DEC-']D4B~ 31, 1995 
are generally included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. 

F~,venues - Fees collected in the form of court costs and fines are recorded as rewsnue in the year in which such fees are earned. 

D. BUDGETARY PRACTICES As required by Louisiana Revised Statutes, the Judicial Expense Fund prepared and legally adopted a budget for the General Fund for the year ended December 31, 1995. The proposed budget was prepared using generally accepted accounting principles, which is consistent with the basis of accounting used in the preparation of the accompanying financial statements. The proposed budget was made available tot public inspection of December 15, 1994. All budget appropriations lapse at year-end. 

The Judicial Expense Fund's carrying amount of deposits with financial institutions wQs $ 2,821 at December 31, 1995. The bank baJance at December 31, 1995 was $ 2,849. All cash balances of the Judicial Expense Fund are secured by federal deposit insurance. 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Fu~ed assets include only those assets purchased by the Judicial Expense Fund, and do not reflect assets of the court obtained from other sources. (Continued) -9- 



DGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO HNANClAL STATEMENTS (Continua<i) FORTHEYEAR ENDED D~BER 31. 1995 
G. LONG-T/~:~I OBLIGATIONS Long-term obligations expected to be financed from governmental funds are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Expenditures for principal and interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in the governmental funds when due. H. TOTAL COLUMN ON COMBINED STATEMI-~TS 

The receivables from the Winn Parish Sheriff and the Wirm Parish Clerk of Court at December 31, 1995 represent amounts due the Judicial Fxpense Fund for criminal and civil fees which were earned during December of 1995 but were not remitted until subsequent to year-end. The receivable from the Eighth Judicial District Child Support Program is for items paid by the Judicial Expense Fund during 1995 that were reimbursed by the Child Support Program in 1996. 3. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS The following is a summary of changes in general fixed assets of the Judicial Fxpense Fund [or the year ended December 31. 1995: 
Office Furniture Office Equipment Total 

Balance 01/01/95 $ 6,866 52.528 $ 59.394 
Balance 12~1~5 $ 6,866 52.682 

The following is a schedule of future minimum lease payments under capital leases, together with the present value of the net minimum lease payments, as of December 31, 1995: 
(Continued) -10- 



EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OOUI~F JUDICIAL EXPENSE FUND COMPONENT UNIT OF WINN PARISH POLICE JURY NOTES TO FINANCIAL STA'I'E~I~'TS (Continued) FOR THE YEAR ENDI~) DECEMBI~:131. 1995 
1996 1997 and after 

Total Minimum Lease Payments Tess - Amount Representing Interest Present Value of Net Minimum Tease 

$ 709 
709 ( 42l 

The Judicial Expense Fund has no minimum annual commitments under noncancelable operating leases at December 31. 1996. 5. CHANGES IN GENERAL LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS The following is a surmnary of the long-term obligation Iransactons during the y~. Capital Leases Long-termob~gallonspayable at January 1,1995 Additions Deductions 
Long-term obligation payable at December 31. 1995 6. OTHER DISCLOSURES 

$6,400 
(5,733) 

There were no subsequent events or related party transactons that require disclosures in these notes to the December 31, 1995 financial statements. 

(concluded) -II- 



INDI~ENDENT AUDITORS' REPORTS REQUIRED BY 
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WHITE & BATES CZI~TIFIED PUBLIC AOOOUNTANT~ 2~3 N. ABEL STBF~T P. O. BOX 1397 W]NNF~I~LD. LA 71483 1318) 628-3'~ FAX (316) 628-3~ 

INDI~ENDENT AUDITORS' P, EPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF FINANCIAL STATEMI~qTS P/~vJ"OPdvIED IN A(XX)RDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING ,5~fANDARDS Honorable Douglas H. Allen FJghth Judicial District Judge Winnlield, Louisiana 71483 

b"PEVI~ r. ~TES, C .P,A. 

We have audited the financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated June 26, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and the provisions of Office of Management and Budget Oiroular A- 128, "Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and OMB Circular/%- 128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement The management of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund is responsible [or establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of control policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but net absolute, assurance that assets are safe-guarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent lin~tations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund for the year ended December 31, 1995, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the specific internal control structure elements does not reduce to a 
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relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal contro! structure and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. This report is intended solely for the use of management, and should not be used for any other purpose This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
White & Bates Winnfield, Louisiana June 26, 1996 

-14- 



C72"n}]m) PUBIJC ACCOUNTANTS 903 N. AE[~ EI~EL'r p. O. BOX i~97 WINNFIELD, LA 71483 [3]8) 628-3985 FAX (318) 628-3986 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' P,D::~OHT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF HNANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS Honorable Douglas H. Allen Eighth Judicial District Judge Winnfield, LA 71483 We have audited the financial statements of the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund as of and for the year ended I)ecernber 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated June 26, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and the provisions of Office of Management and Budget Circular A- 128, 'Audits of State and Local Governments." Those standards and OMB C"ircular A- 128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial stotements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Eighth Judicial District Court Judicial Expense Fund is the responsibility of the management of the Judicial Expense Fund. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstate- rnent, we performed tests of the Judicial Expense Fund's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, it should be noted that our objective was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. This report is intended solely for the use of management, and should not be used for any other purpose Th/s restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
White & Bates Winnfield, Louisiana June 26, 1996 
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