
LAFOURCHE PARIStI CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
principal offices in I.ouisimla. Note I Smmnar~ o SfSjgnificant Aceounthtg Policies_ (Continued) 
Fixed Assets General fixed assets used in govcmmental fund type operations arc reported in tile General Fixed Asset Account Group, rather than capitalized in the General Fund. Purchased fixed assets arc valued at historical cosl or estimated historical cost if historical cost is not available. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. 

G. Compensated Absences Employees receive two weeks of vacation leave cach year after one ycar of service. Vacation leave cannot be accunmlatcd. Employees receive 12 days of sick leave for each year of service. The Clerk of Court allows a maximum of 30 or 15 days of unused sick leave to accumulate, depending upon the date of hire m~d if the employee meets the requirements of a grandfather clause. Accunmlated sick leave is paid upon separation of employment. "llae current portion (all) of accrued accumulated sick leave, in accordance with the provisions of Statement of Financial Accounting Standards No. 43, Accounlin~ for Conmensated Absences, has been recorded in the General Fund as a cmTent expenditure mad liability. This amount ($42,767) represents the dollar value of accrued time during the year that would normally be liquidated with expendable available financial resources of the Clerk's office. 
It. Total (Memorandum Only) Colunms on Combined Statements Total columns on the combined statements are captioned n:emorandum only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position, results of operations or changes in financial position in confomfity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. lnterfund eliminations have not been made in the aggregation of lifts data. 



Note I 

LAFOURCIIE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
ummarv of Si~MtTcant Accounting Policies (Continued) 
A. R_eporting Entfl.y (Continued) The Clerk of Court includes all ~nds, account groups and activities, et cetera, that are within the oversight responsibility of the Clerk of Coul't. Other local governmental units over which the Clerk of Court exercises no oversight responsibility are excluded from the accompanying financial statements. These units are considered separate reporting entities and issue financial statements sepm:ate from those of tile parish Clerk of Court. 
B. Fund Accounting "lqle accounts of the Clcrk of Court are organized on the basis of flmds and account groups, each of which is considered a separate accounting entity. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions related to certain government functions or activities. The operations of each fired arc accounted for with a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues and expenditures. An account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets mad liabilities that are not recorded in the fimds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Funds are classified into three categories: governmental, proprietary and fiduciary. Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". The funds presented in the accompanying financial statements are described as follows: Goverumenlal funds are used to account for all or most of a government's general activities. General Fund (Sala Tile General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statue 13:781, is fl~e principal fund of the Clerk of Court and is used to account for the operations of the Clerk's office. The various fees and charges to the Clerk's office are paid from this fund. Fiduciary Funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties, including other governments or on behalf of other funds within the govcrmncut. 6 



LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Note 10 Post-retirement BenelTts 

Note 11 

The Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for retired employees. Substantially all of the Clerk's employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the Clerk of Court. These benefits for retirees and similar benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee m~d by the Clerk of Court. The Clerk of Court recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (the Clerk's portion of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due. For the year ended June 30, 1996, the cost of these benefits for six retirees totaled $11,893. 
The Clerk of Court entered into an operating lease with the Town of Lockport for office space on July 1, 1996. This lease provides for monthly payments of $173.25. The lease term is four years with an option to renew for mlother four year terln. 



LAFOURCHE PARISIt CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Note 8 Enmlol,ee Retirenwnt SI,s 

Note 9 

(Contht ued) The Clerk of Court's actuadally determined contribution requirement has not been individually calculated. Itowever, the annual contribution rate for each plan as a whole (based on June 30, 1995, latest available) has been determined to be approximately as follows: 
Ammal contribution required [ $8.44 million Actual contributions for year end 6/30/95 I $6.7 million Clerk's percent of actual contributions [ 1.77% The pension benefit obligation is a standardized disclosure measure of the present value of pension benefits, adjusted for the effects of projected salary increases and step-rated benefits, estimated lo be payable in the fiJlure as a resull of employee service to dale. The measure, which is the actuarial present value of credited projected benefits, is intended to help users assess the System's funding status on a going concern basis, assess progress made in accunmlating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due, and make comparisons among PERS and employers. The System does not make separate measurements of assets and pension benefit obligations for individual participating Clerks of Court. The pension cosl al June 30, 1995 (latest available) for the system as a whole, determined through an actuarial valuation perfonued as of that dale, was $166,769,560. The System's net assets available for benefits on that date (valued at market) were $89,262,889, leaving an unfunded pension cost of $77,506,671. The Clerk of Cou~x does not guarantee the benefits granted by the System. Ten year historical trend data is not readily available on the System 
Employees of the Clerk's office are also covered under the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (Social Security). The Clerk makes the required contributions to the fired and is not responsible for the benefits. 
Exnenses of the Clerk of C'ourt Paid by the Parish Council Certain operating expenses of the Clerk's office are paid by the Parish Council. At June 30, 1996, these consist of utilities for the building where the Clerk's office is located. The amount of the utilities paid by the Parish Council is indeterminate. 
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LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT TItlBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Changes in long-tenn obligations of the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court for tile year ended June 30, 1996 are summarized below: 

Capital Lease Balance June 1, 1995 $136,644 Additions 0 Reductions 136,644 Balance June 30, 1996 $0 
Nm'e 8 Enmlovee Retirement Swt~,m Subslantially all employees of lhe Clerk's office are members of tile Clerk of Corn1 Retirement and Relief Fund ("System"), a nmltiple-employer public employee retircnaent system (PERS). The System is a statewide public retirelnent system lbr the benefit of clerks and their staffs, which is administered and controlled by a separate board of trustees. Contributions of participating clerks arc pooled within the System to fund accrued benefits, with contribution rates approved by the Louisiana Legislature. The Clerk's total payroll was $657,955. The payroll for the Clerk's employees covered by the retirement system was $600,063. Generally, all regular employees earning a minimum of $500 per month mad who are under the age of 60 are eligible to participate in the System. Benefits vest with 12 years of service. At retirement age, employees are entitled to annual benefits equal to three percent of their highest paid three (3) year average salary for each year of credited service. Vested employees may retire at age 55 with a minimum of 12 years of credited service. The System also provides death and disabiffty benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

In addition to a pollion &the parish's ad valorem and state revenue sharing that are remitted to the System (which constitute major funding of the System), covered employees are required by state statute to contribute 8- 1/4 percent of gross salary, to which the Clerk of Court adds a 11- 1/5 percent contribution as an employer's match, Tile contribution for the year ended June 30, 1996 was $118,513 of which $49,505 was contributed by employees and $69,008 was contributed by Clerk of Court. 



LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
No~'e 4 htterfund Assets/Liabilities The balances due to/fi'om Salary Fund and Advance Costs are as follows 

Salary Fund Due to/from advanced cost $418,544 Advanced Cost $418,544 Due to/from salary fund 
Nm'e 5 Accounts Receivable 

Nm'e 6 
Accounts receivable at June 30, 1996 represent amounts charged by customers for recordings, copies and miscellaneous other revenues due to tile Clerk in tile amonnl of $ 33,189. The Clerk does not write off receivables, consequently no provision for uncollectible accounts has been provided. 
The Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court entered into a lease-purchase agreelncnt during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1995 for financing the acqtlisition of computer equipment. This lease agreement qualifies as a capital lease for accounting purposes (title transfers at the end of the lease term). Therefore, the computer equipment has been recorded at the present value of tbe future minimum lease payments as of the date of acquisition. 
The cost of equipment leased under a capital lease agreement is as follows 

The remaining balance of this lease was paid off in 1996. The amount of principal paid in 1996 on lbe capital lease was $136,644 and interest paid on this lease was $ 9,059. 



LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Noge 2 Deposits and hwestments (Continued) 

Category 1 - includes investments that are insured or registered or for which the securities are held by the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court or ils agent ill the Clerk's name. Category 2 - includes uninsured an unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the counterparty's trust department or agent in the Clerk's name. Categozy 3 - includes uninsured and unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the coanterparty, or by its trust department or agent, but not ill the Clerk's name. Balances at June 30, 1996 were as follows 
Securities I Credit Risk Category Carrying Market Type ~ 1 2 I 3 Amount Value n i U.S. $0 $7,721,995 $7,721,995 Government $7,721,995 $0 Treasury Bills 
A summmy of changes in the general fixed assets account group follows 

Office Equipment Balance June 30, 1995 $603,839 Additions 29,975 Retirenmuts 21,488 Balance June 30, 1996 $612,326 
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LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Noge I Sunmtarv of Significant Aceounting Policies (Continued) C. Basis of Accounting (Continued) Revenues- Recordings, cancellations, court attendance, criminal costs, etc. are recorded in the year in which the service is performed. lnlerest income on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have matured and the income is available. Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received 

Expenditures - Under the modified accrual basis of accounting, expenditures arc gcncrally recognized when the related liability is incun'ed. 
D. Budgetary Practices The Clerk of Cottrt annually adopts a bndgct for the Gmmral Fund. The budgetary practices include public notice of the proposed budget, public inspection of the proposed budget and public hearings on the budget. Any amendments to the budget are published in the Clerk of CouWs official journal. Budgetary integration is employed as a mmaagement tool. Encumbrances represent commitments related to unperformed conlracts for goods and services. Encumbrance accounting is not utilized in the funds of the Clerk of Coart. Cash and Deposits 
Cash in bank includes amounts in demand deposits as well as investmenls. Under state law, the Clerk may deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana. The Clerk may invest in United Stales bonds, lreasury notes or bills, or certificates and time deposits of state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having 8 



LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT TItlBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Nol'e 2 Devosits and hlvestments 

The Clerk of Court may deposit funds with a fiscal agent bank organized under tile laws of the State of Louisiana. The Clerk of Court may also invest in lime deposits or certificate of deposits of state bauks organized under Louisiana law and national b,'mks having principle offices in Louisiana. AI June 30, 1996, the Clerk has cash in banks totaling $ 3,794,554 as follows 
Acadian Bank $513,776 Argent Bank 2,626,200 Community Bank of Lafourehe 38,299 Mel'ilrusl Federal Savings Bank 95,820 Bank One 149,006 South Lafourche Baafl~ and Trust 207,252 State Bank and Trust 147,892 First American 16,309 TOTAL ] $3,794,554 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits, or the resulting bank balances must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all limes equal tile amount on deposit with the fiscal agenl. Obligations of the United Stales, the State of Louisiana, and colain political subdivisions are allowed as security fox" deposits. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. 



Assets Demand deposits Investments in money markets Due from others -arrears 

LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Advance Deposit Fund Statement of Changes in Assets And Liabilities For the Year ended June 30. 1996 
Balance July 1, 1995 Additions Deductions Balance June 30. 1996 
$302,151 $1,062,343 $1,215,427 $149,067 1,125.451 154,978 1.178.513 69.562 Total assets $2,606,115 

Liabilities Due to salary fund Due to others Due to others -arrears 
$419,556 1.008.046 

$1,286,883 

$54,977 1.307.600 1.178.513 69.562 Total liabilities $2,606,115 $1,432,139 

]9 

0 1.280.429 O 1,248,075 $1,215,427 

$55,989 1.304.694 

$2,677,571 

$418,544 1.010.952 0 1,248,075 $1,360,683 $2,677,571 



Itonorablc Vernon 11. Rodrigue Lafourche Parish Clerk of CourI Page 2 
In Dlanning and perforufing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the Imfourche Parisla Clerk of Court, for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained all understanding of tile internal control structure. With respect to the iuterual control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevaJat policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for lhc puq3ose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statements emd not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such all opinion. Oui consideration of the interual control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the inte,'nal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned fimclions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operation that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. 
This report is intended for the information of management. However, this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Thibodaux, LA August 27, 1996 

TAGNI & COMPANY, LLC, CPAs ACCOUNTANIS & CONSULTANTS 



FINANCIAL SECTION 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC, CPAs ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTANTS 



l]onorable Vernon li. Rodrigue Lafi)urche Parish Clerk of Court Page 2 This report is intended for the information of management. However, this reporl is a maller of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Thihodaux, I,A August 27, 1996 
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STA~N~ & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBI3C ACCOUNTANTS CONSULTANTS 

INI)EPENI)ENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASEl) ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GO IIERN]IIENT AUDITING STANDARDS 
Honorable Vernon H. Rodrigue I.aiburche l'arish Clerk of Court Thibodaux, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court, as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our reporl thereon daled Augusl 27, 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted audiling standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Stales. Those standards require that we plan and perfoma the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial stalements are free of material misstalement. 
Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Lafourehe l'arish Clerk of Court, is the responsibility of the Lafourehe Parish Clerk of Court's managemenl. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whefller the financial statements are fi'ee of material misstatement, we perlbrmed tests of the Lafourehe Parish Clerk of Court's eompliauce with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants, ttowever, the objective of our audit of lhe general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, we do nol express such an opinion. Thc. results of our tests disclosed no inslances of noucompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

720 CA~t BOUt[VAIl[:* * THIBODAU~, LA 70301 f'Host (504) 447-7226 ~ FAX (504) 446-3032 E MAIL: stagnicpa@aol.com 
23 

LIM[l[o LIb, BILIIY COMPANY M~t~BEIIS: AICPA ~ LCPA 



LAFOURCItE PARISH CLERK OF COURT TltlBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Note 2 ~osits attd Investments (Continued) Under the provisions of the GASB, pledged securities, which are not in the name of the govermnental unit, are considered uncollateralized. 

Deposit book balance $3,738,298 Bank balance of deposits 3,794,554 Portion insured by federal deposit insurance 950,428 Balance unsecured and undcrcollateralized undcr GASB 2,844,126 Pledged securities 4,937,246 Amount tmsecured NONE 
hwestments 
Even though the pledged securities ale considered uncollaleralized under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statu~e 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securilies witlfin 10 days of being notified by the Clerk that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. The Clerk of Court may invest idle funds as authorized by Louisiana Statues, as follows: (a) United States bonds, treasury notes, certificates, or any other federally insured investment. (b) Time certificates of deposit of state banks organized under the laws of Louisiana and national banks having their principal office in the State of Louisiana. (c) Mutual or trust funds, which are registered with the Securities and Excbangc Commission under the Security Act of 1933 and the Investment Act of 1940 and which have underlying investments consisting solely of and limited to securities of the United States government or its agencies. The Clerk of Court's investments are categorized below to give an indication of the level of risk assumed at year-end. 



Assets Demand deposits Investments in money markets Total assets 
Liabiliti,as 
Due to others 

LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Registry of the Court Fund Statement of Changes in Assets And Liabilities For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 
Balance July 1, 1995 Additions Deductions Balance June 30. 1996 
$24,691 $13,975,920 $13,975,884 $24,727 6.172.154 9,039,970 5,536,410 9,675,714 
$6,196,845 $23,015,890 $19,512,294 $9,700,441 
$6,196,845 "lotal liabilities $6.196,845 $10,968,758 $10,968,758 
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$7,465,162 $7,465,162 $9,700,441 $9,700,441 



LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA 
Notes to Financial Statements June 30, 1996 

Note I Summary of SLouificant A ccountin~ Policies 
As provided by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the Clerk of Court serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, mortgages and other acts and shall have other duties and powers provided by law. The Clerk of Court is elected for a term of four years. A. R~p. orting Entity 
The GASB has established several criteria for determining the governmental reporting entity and component units that should be included within the reporting entity. Since, the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court is an h~dependently elected official, and is legally separate and fiscally independent, the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court is a separate governmental reporting entity. ThEre are unrecorded financial transactions between the Lafourche Parish Council (the Council) and the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court where the Council provides office space and utilities for the Clerk of Court. 
Financial accountability is determined by applying criteria established by the GASB as listed below: 
~ Finmlcial benefit or burden ~ Appointment ofa voting majority ~ hnposition of will * Fiscally dependent 
The above identified transactions between the Clerk of Court and the Parish Council m'e mandated by state statue and do not reflect fscal dependency; thereby, they do not reflect financially accountability. The other three criteria of finar~cia/ accountability do not perlain to the l~afourche Parish Clerk of Court when applying them as a mean of identifying potential component units of file Lafourchc Parish Council. 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

~ STAGN| & COMPANY, LLC, CPAs ACCOUNTANTS & CONSUUFANTS 



AGENCYFUNDS Agency Funds are used to account for assets held by the Clerk of Court as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other governments, and/or other funds. 
Advance Denosit Fund The Advance l)eposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, is used to account tbr advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refimdable to tile litigants after all costs have been paid. Reeistrv of Court Fund 
The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, is used to account for fimds which have been ordered by the court lo be held until judgment has been rendered in court litigation. Withdrawals of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 
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LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT TIIIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
GENI~RAL LIABII,ITY INSURANCE 
The Clerk of Court is exposed to various risks of loss related to tort, theft of, clamage to, and destruction of assets; errors and onfissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. The Clerk of Court purchases tile following commercial insurance policies for any and all claims relating to the above types of risks: TYPEOF1NSUANCEi : LIMITS DEDUBTIBLE Errors & Omissions $200,000/occuzxence $5,000 Uninsured motorist- $500,000 $500 Auto Liability Liability- $500,000 $250 Medical payments - $5,000 General Liability $300,000/occulTence $500 $300,000/general Worker's Compensation $100,000/occurrence NONE $500,000/illness 
The Clerk's payment of the deductible is the only liability associated with his general liability insurance. 
HEAI,TIt INSURANCE The Clerk of Court provides health and life insurance to his employees through lhe Louisiana Clerk of Court Association. Under tiffs insurance program, the Clerk pays initial premiums based on the level of the employee's participation and has no further liabilities on any claims. UNF, M P1,OYMENT COMPENSATION 
The Clerk of Court funds its unemployment claims tbrough the State of Lotfisiana Office of Employment Security. Each quarter the Clerk submits a report of wages paid and pays .30% of taxable wages as an unemploymenl tax to the Office of Employment Security. Besides the unemployment tax, the Clerk has no further liability associated with unemployment claims. 



 



LAFO UR CHE PARISH CLERK OF CO UR 7" THIB ODA UX, LOUISIANA 
Financial Report, Internal Control and Compliance Reports For the year ended June 30, 1996 

~ STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC, CPAs ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULIANTS 



t tonorable Vernon I t. Rodriguc I,afourche Parish Clerk of Court Page 2 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general puq~ose financial slalements taken as a whole. The combining and individual fund.mad account group financial statements listed in the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and arc not a required part of the general purpose fnancial statements of the Lafourche l'arish Clerk of Court. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the gcneral purpose financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presentcd in all malerial rcspects in relation 1o lhe general purpose finm~eial statements taken as a whole. 
"l'llibodaux, LA August 27, 1996 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC, CPAs ACCOUNTANTS & CONSULTAN'I~ 



INTERNAL CONTROL 
AND 

COMPLIANCE SECTION 

~ STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC, CPAs ACCOUNTAN3S & CONSUUFANTS 



Revenue.'~: Suits and successions trarlefa~'ed from the Advance Deposit Fund Recordin9s Criminal costs Certified copies Interest earned Mortgage certificates Court attendance Cancellations MarrLage Ilicenses Notarial fees Miscellaneous Total revenues Expenditures: Current-general government Salades and benefits Clerk's ,expense allowance Employer's contribution to group insurance Other insurance Office supplies and expense Automotive Te]eph(me Convention and travel expense Total current expenditures Capital outlay Debt ser~iee: Principal Payments Interesl Payaments Total expenditures Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures Other Fhancing Sources (Uses End of term allocation 

LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Statement of Revenues. Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance Budget and Actual Governmental Fund Type For the year ended June 30, 1996 
Final Budget 
$591.000 243,000 71.000 105,000 30,000 48,000 16.000 17,000 17,000 2,000 40,000 1.180.000 
658,000 6.0D0 131,000 22,000 272,000 14,000 16,000 17,000 1,138.000 18.000 137,000 9,000 1.300.000 

Actual 
$587,709 242,972 72,463 108,100 59,294 48,~30 15,520 17.562 19,168 2,069 58,765 1.232.452 
645,628 5976 130,436 22,615 281,437 931 15,679 12,333 1.115,035 29.974 136,644 9,059 1,290,712 

Variance Favorable (Unfavorable) 
($3.291 (28 1,463 3,100 29,294 83O (48O 562 2,168 69 18.785 52.452 
12,372 24 564 (615) (9,437) 13,o69 321 4.667 20,965 (11.974) 356 (59) 9.288 (120,000) (58,260) 61,740 

(120,000) (116,1f6)_) 3,884 EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND OTHEI~ FINANCING SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER FINANCING USES (240.000) (174,376) 65.624 FUND BALANCE Beginning of year End of year 901,352 $661,352 790.602 $616,226 See Notes to Financial Statements 
(110,750) ($45,126) 



I~4FOURCItE PARISII CLERK OF COURT TIflBODA UX, LOUISIANA Financial Rcport, Internal Control and Compliance Reports June 30, 1996 

FINANCIAL S1X;TION: Independent Auditors Report 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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Assets 

LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA 

Cash in banks: Demand deposits Investments Due frc,m others - arrears Total assets 
Liabilities Due to salary fund Due to others Due to others - arrears Total liabilities 

Agency Funds Combining Balance Sheet June 30.1996 
Advance Deposit Fund 

$149,067 1,280,429 1,248,075 
$2,677,571 
$418,544 1,248,075 1.010.952 
$2,677,571 

Registry of the Court Fund 

$24,727 9.675.714 
$9,700,441 
$9,700,441 
$9,700,441 

Tota 

$173,794 10,956,143 1.248.075 
$12,378,012 
$418,544 10,948,516 1.010.952 
$12,378,012 



ST-AGNI & COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS CONSULTANTS 
INDEPENDENTA UDITOR 'S REPORT 

Honorable Vernon 1t. Rodrigue Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court Thibodaux, Louisiana 
Wc have audited lhe accompanyiug general purpose financial statements of the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, as listed in the financial section of the table of contents. These general purpose financial statements arc the responsibility of file l.atbtn'che Parish Clerk of Court's managemenL Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our andit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Governmen! Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 'l]mse slandards require lhat we plan mad perform the audil to obtain reasonable assurance aboul Mlether lhe financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by naanagement, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statement presentation. Wc believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
In our opinion, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of the I,afourche Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1996, and file results o'f its operations for the year then ended in confornfity with generally accepted accounting principles. 
In accordance with Governmeni Auditing Standards', we have also issued a report dated August 27, 1996 on our consideration of the I,afourche Parish Clerk of Court's internal control structure and a report dated Angust 27, 1996 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 
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LAFOURCHE PARISH CLERK OF COURT THIBODAUX, LOUISIANA Notes to Financial Statements (Continued) June 30, 1996 
Note I Sttmmaty of Significant A ccounting l'olicies (Continued) B. Fund Accounting (Continued) Agency Funds - The Advance Deposit and R__egistrv of Court Agency Funds are used to account for assets as an agent for individuals, et cetera. Agency l"unds are custodial in nature and do not involve measurements of results of operations. The account group is not a "fund". It is concerned with only lhe measurement of financial position, not with the measurement of results of operations. The account group presented in the accompanying financial statements are described as follows: General Fixed Asset Account Group - This group of accounts is established to account for all fixed assets of the Lafourche Parish Clerk of Court. (2. Basis of Accountinu The accounting and financial repolling treatment applied to a fund is determined by its measurement focus. All government funds ale accountcd for using a current financial resources measurement focus. With this mcasurcment focus, only current assets and cun'cnt liabilities gcucrally arc included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of these funds prcscnt iucreases (i.e., revenues and other finaucing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. The modified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmeutal fired types and agency funds. Under the modificd accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized when susceptible to accrual(i.e., when they bccomc both measurable mad available). "Measurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund liability is incurred. 
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& COMPANY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS CONSULTANTS 
INI)EPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF GENERAL PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITI][ GO VERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

I tonorable Vernon tt. Rodrigue LaIburche Parish Clerk of Court Thibodaux, Louisiana 
We have audited the general purpose financial statements of the l,afourche Parish Clerk of Court as of and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated August 27 1996. We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general put,pose financial statements are free of material misstatement. "[he management of the Lafourchc Parish Clerk of Court, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure are to provide mauagement with reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use of disposition, and lhat transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to pemlit the preparatioll of general purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or thal the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 
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