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We have audited file accolnpanying component unit financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Corot, Amite, Louisiana, as of lnne 30, 1996, aud for the year then ended. These component unit financial statements are the responsibility of the Clerk of Court. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on lhese component unit financial slatcnlenls based on our audit. We conducted our audit in aceordmaee with gcnerally accepted auditing standards and Governmenl A1Miting Slandords, issued by tile Comptrollcr General of the United States. qqlose standards require tlmt we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes exanfinhlg, ou a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the component unit financial statemeu~s. An audit also includes assessiug the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as evahmting file overall component unit financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit providcs a reasonable basis for our opinion. In our opinion, lhe component unit finmaeial statements reforrcd to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial positiou of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, AmiCe, Louisiana, as of June 30, 1996, and the retorts of its operations for tbe year then ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Our audit was conducted for the pntpose of fomaing an opiniou on the compouent unit financial statements taken as a whole. The stJpt~len~eutal iufomtation schedules (Fiduciary Funds - Agency Funds) listed in tile table of conteots arc presented for purposes of additional aualysis and are not a required part of the component unit financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Amite, Louisimla. Such infonnation has beeu subjected to the auditing procedures applied in tile audits of the component unit finaucial statements, and in our opinion, such infomaation is fairly preseuted in all materiM respects ii'l rclation to the component unit financial statements taken as a M~ole. 
Brace Harrell & Company, CPAs A Professional Accounting Corporation December 11, 1996 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUPS 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS Assets: Cash and cash equivalents hwestmcnts Receivables Due from Other Funds Land, buildings, and equipment Other debits - amount to bc provided for retirement of general long-term obligations TOTAl. ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS LIABILITIES, EQUITY, AND OTHER CREDITS Liabilities: Accounts payable Due to other funds Unsettled deposits Lease-purchase payable Compensated absences payable TOTAL LIABILITIES 
Equity mid Other Credits: Investments in general fixed assets Fund balances: Reserved Unreser3,,ed Total Equity and Oflaer Credits TOTAl_, LIABILITIES EQUITY, AND OTtJER CREDITS 

Combined Balance Sheet June 30, 1996 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND 
GENERAL FUND 
793,042 $ 
74,398 5,317 

872.757 

STATEMENT A 

ACCOUNT FIDUCIARY GROUP FqJND S - GENERAL AGENCY FIXED FUNDS ASSETS 
2,929,560 $ 853,229 542 77,750 

$ 
442,132 

$__3,861,081 $ 4422r132.$ 
34,101 $ $ 77,750 5,317 3,855,764 29.195 141.046 

183,646 548.065 

3.861.081 
442,132 

TOTAL (MEMO ONLY) 
3,722,602 853,229 74,940 83,067 442,132 
5.175.970 
34,101 83,067 3,855,764 29.195 4.002.127 
442.132 183,646 548.065 

731.711 442.132 1.173.843 
872.757 $ 3,861,081 $ 442,132 $ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements -4- 

5.175.970 



TANG1PAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUND - GENERAL FUND 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

REVENUES Licenses and permits Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Court costs, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Use of'money and property - interest & dividends earnings Intergovemmental Miscellaneous Total rcvclnl es 
EXPENDITUIIES General government: Personal services and related benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Debt service Capital expenditures Total expenditures EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Loss on Sale of Investments Proceeds From Lease Payable Gain on Sale of Fixed Assets Total other financing sources EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER EXPENDITURES 
FUND BALANCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE AT END OF YEAR. 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements --5- 

STATEMENT B 
GENERAl, FUND 
26,130 
881,233 697,047 151~950 110,000 36.470 1.90~830 
1,296,828 144,224 173,271 18,880 4,244 53.758 1.691.205 211.625 
(776 4,050 20,499 23_773 
235,398 496.313 

$ 731,711 



 
TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - GENERAL FUND Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balances - Budget (GAAP Basis) and Actual For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

REVENUES Licenses and permits Fees, charges, and commissions for services: Court cost, fees, and charges Fees for recording legal documents Use of money and property-interest and dividends lntcrg,uvcrnmenlal Miscellaneous Total revenues EXPI!NDITURES General government: Personal services and rclaIed benefits Operating services Materials and supplies Travel and other charges Debt service Capital Expenditures Total expenditures 

STATEMENT C 

G ENE, RAL FUND 
ACTUAL $ 25,000 $ 26,130 $ 

792,500 625,000 130,000 ll0,000 31,900 1.714A00 
1,287,218 142,358 161,428 27,640 3,000 53~000 1.674_644 

881,233 697,047 151,950 110,000 36,470 1.902.830 
1,296,828 144,224 173,271 18,880 4,244 53~758 1fi91~205 

VARIANCE - FAVORABLE (UNFAVORABLE) 1,130 
88,733 72,047 21,950 4.570 188.430 
(9,610) (1,866) (11,843) 8,760 (1,244) (758) (16fi61) EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 39.756 211.625 171.869 OTHER FINANCING SOURCES Loss on Sale of lnvcstments Proceeds From Lease Purchase Gain on Sale of Fixed Assets Total oflmr fin,'mcing sources 20_499 20.499 

(776) 4,050 20~499 23.773 EXCESS OF REVENUES AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER ]EXPENDITURES 60,255 235,398 
FUND BALANCE BEGINNING OF YEAR FUND BALANCE END OF YEAR 496,313 496.313 $ 556,568 $ 731flll $ 

The accompanying notes are ~m integral part of these statements -6- 

(776) 4,050 3.274 
175,143 
175.143 



INTRODUCTION 
TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

As provMed by Article V, Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court serves as the ex-officio notary public; file recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has other duties and powers provided by law. The clerk of court is elected for a four-year tenn. 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
A. BASIS OF PRESENTATION The accompanying component unit financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing govcrnmcntal accounting and financial reporting principles. 
B. [~.EPORTING ENTITY As the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Tangipahoa l'arish Council is the financial reporting entity for Tangipahca Parish. The finaneiat repo~ling entity consists of (a) the prima~y govennneut (council), (b) orgauizations for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with the primary govenunent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete. Gov,emmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 established criteria for detennining which component units should be considered part oft.he Tangipahoa Parish Council for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potcntiM component unit ~4thin the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in detennining financial accountability. This criteria includes: Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and a. "Iq~e ability of the council to impose its will on that organization mad/or b. The potential for the organization to provide specifc financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the council. :2. Organizations for which tile council does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the council. 3. Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statements would be misleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. Bcc~Lusc the clerk of court is fiscally dependent on the council, the clerk of court was determined to be a component unit of tile Tangipahoa Parish Council, the financial reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present fiffommtion only on the funds maintained by the clerk of court and do not present infommtion on the council, tile general government services provided by that governmental unit, or the other governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity. 
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C. FUND ACCOUNTING 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 
The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of its opcratious. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to certain governmental functions or activities. A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. O11 the other band, an account group is a finza~eial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the fimds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. Foods of tile clerk of court are classified into two categories: governnaental (General Fond) and fiduciary (Agency Ftmds). These fimds arc described as follows: General Fund The General Fuod, as provided by Louisieala Revised Statute 13:78 l, is the principal fund of the clerk of court and ,9.ccounts for tile operations ofd~e clerk's office. 'Ihe various fees and charges due to tile clerk's office are accoontcd for in this fund. Genera[ operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 
Agency Funds 'Fhe Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Funds account for assets hcld as an agent for others. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. D. BASIS OF ACCOUNTING Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to tile timing of the measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied. The governmental funds are accounted for using a flow of current financial resources measurement focus. The aecompmlying component unit financial statements have been prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting. The governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures. Revenues 
Rcveuues from recordings, copies, aud other services are recognized when they become measurable mad available as net current assets (i.e. when the service is performed). Substaotially all other revenues are recorded when 1 eccived. Expenditures Expenditures are gcuemlly recognized under the modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 
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E. BUDGET PRACTICES 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 
Tile proposed budget for the 1996 fiscal year was made available for public inspection at the clerk's office on May 25, 1995. The proposed budget, prepared on the modified accrual basis of accounting, was published ill the official journal 14 days prior to the public hearing. The budget hearing was held at the clerk's office on June 9, 1995. The budget is legally adopted by the clerk. All appropriations lapse at year end. Formal budget integration is not employed as a management control device. Budget amounts included in the acconlpanying financial statements include the original adopted budget and all subsequent amendments. F. I~NCUMBILAN('ES The clerk of court does not use all encunlbrancc accounting system G. CASIt AND CASIt EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS Cash includes amounts in demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. Cash equivalents include mnounts in time deposits and those investments with original maturities of 90 days or less. Under state law, tile clerk of court may deposit funds ill demand deposits, interest-bearing delnand deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized under Louisiaua law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. In addition, local governments in Louisiana are anthorized to invest in tile Louisiana Asset Mmmgement Pool Inc., (LAMP), a nonprofit corporation formed by an initiative of the State Treasurer and organized under the laws of Louisiana, which operates a local govermnent investment pool. Investments are stated at cost. Under state law, tile clerk of court may invest in United States bonds, treasury notes, or ccrtificates. These are classJtfi~ as investments iflheir original maturities exceed 90 days; however, iftbc original maturities are 90 days or less, they arc classified as cash equivalents. Iuvestmcnts are stated at cost, except for investments in the Deferred Compensation Agency Fund:, which are reported at market. 
1t. FIXED ASSETS Fixed assets arc recorded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized in flae general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish council are not recorded within tile general fixed assets aco3unt group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at histo:rical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available. 
I. COMPENSATED ABSENCES The clerk of court has the following policy relating to vacation eaad sick leave 
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Vacation 

TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amlte, Lonlslana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

-timc )'car, The cost of leave privileges, computed in aecordancc with GASB Codification Scction C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in tile General Fund when leave is actually taken. J. LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS Lon~,-teml obligations expected to be financed from the General Fund are reported in the general long-term obligations account group. Expeuditures for principal and interest pa3aaaents for long-term obligations arc recognized in the Gcucral Fund when due. qq~cre arc no long-term obligations at the end of the current year. K. ]FUND EQUITY Reserves Rese~ecs represent those portions &fund equity not appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated for a future use. ]Designated Fund Balances Designated fund balances represent tentative pl,'ms for future use of financial resources 
L. TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS Total colunms on fl~e statements are captioned Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles, Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 2. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS At June !30, 1996, the clerk of cnurt has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $3,722,602, as follows 

Interest-bearing Demand Deposits Time Deposits $ 2,346,161 1,376,441 
These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must bc secured by fedcral deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owncd by the fiscal agent bank The ma~kct wdue of the plcdgcd securities plus the federal deposit iasurance nmst at all times equal tire amount on deposit with the fiscal agent b,'mk. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptalflc to both parties. At June 30, 1996, the clcrk has $3,564,349 in dcposits (collected bank balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $1,255,058 of federal deposit insurance and $2,309,291 of pledgcd securities held by the custodial bank ill the name of the fiscal agent bm~ ( Category 3). Even though fire pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on fire custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the clerk of court that the fiscal agcut has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 
3. INVESTMENTS At Juue 30, 1996, the clerk of court holds investments totaling $853,229 as follows 
Centennial Govennnent Trust U. S. T-Bonds U. S. T-Notes Zweig Series Trust LAMP Total 

Carrying Amount $ 48,097 98,658 498,693 98,812 108,969 

Market Value $ 48,097 100,000 500,000 98,388 108,969 $ 853,229 $ 855,454 All investments are stated on the balance sheet (carrying value) at cost. All investmeuts, except LAMP, are in the name of file clerk and are held at the clerk's office. Because these investments are in fire nanre of the clerk aud are held by tire clerk or the clerk's agent, fire investments are considered insured and registered, Category (1), iu applying the credit risk of GASB Codification Section I50.164. 



TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continned) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 
In accordance with GASB Codification Section 150.165, the investment in LAMP at June 30, 1996, is not categorized in tile threc risk categories provided by GASB Codification Section 150.164 because the investment is in tile pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical or book entry form. LAMP is administered by LAMP, Inc., a nonprofit corporation organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, which was fomaed by an initiative of the State Treasurer in 1993. The corporation is governed by a board of directors comprising the State Treasurer, representatives from various organizations of local govennncnt, the Government Finance Office Association of Louisiana, and the Society of Louisi~la CPAs. Only local governments having contracted to participate in LAMP have an investment interest in its pool of assets. "lqle primary objective of LAMP is to provide a safe enviroanlcnt for tile placement of public f~ll|ds in short- term, high-quality investments. The LAMP pol~folio includes only securities and other obligations in which local governments in Louisiana arc authorized to invest. Accordingly, LAMP investments are restricted to sceurities issued, guamntccd, or backed by the U. S. Treasury, the U. S. Government, or one &its agencies, cnteq)rises, or instrumentalities, as well as repurchase agrcemcnls collatcralizcd by those securities. Tile dollar weighted average portfolio maturity of I,AMI' asscts is restricted to not more than 90 days, and coasists of no securities with a maturity in excess of 397 days. LAMP is designed to be highly liquid to give its participants immediate access to their account balances. 
4. I)UF TO/FROM OTIIER FUNDS The due to/from other funds of $83,067, at June 30, 1996, is as follow~ 
General Fund Advance Deposit Fund Total 
5. RECEIVABI,ES The rcceJivables of $74,940 at June 30, 1996, arc as follows 
Class of Receivable Accouuts Receivable 
Crilninal Fees Receivable NSF Receivable Total 

General Fund $ 68,126 
5,826 446 
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$ 5,317 77,750 
Due To $ 77,750 5,317 $ 83,067 $ 83,067 

Agency Funds Total 
524 18 542 

$ 68,126 
6,350 464 $ 74,940 



TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 6. CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS A summary of changes in genelal fixed assets follows: Balance July 1, 1995 Additions Deletions Land 
Bu ildings 
Vehicle Total 
7. PENSION PLAN 

$ 27,800 
143,225 255,835 14,345 

4,291 3,680 24,549 

Balance June 30, 1996 $ $ 27,800 
17,248 14,345 

147,516 242,267 24,549 $ 441,205 $ 32,520 $ 31,593 $ 442,132 
Plan Description. Substantially all employees of the Tmlgipahoa Parish Clerk of Court are members of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined peasion plan administered by a separate board of trustees. All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment are required to participate in the System. Employees who retire at: or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited service are eutitled to a retirement benefit, payable mouthly for life, equal to 3 per ccot of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after age 55 and receive the beaefit accrued to their date of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established and anaended by state statute. The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statements and required supplemental information of the System. That report may be obtained by writing to the Louisiana Clerk of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 111745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite BI, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. l~)mding Policy. Plan members ;are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary and the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially detemained rate. The current rate is 11.50 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include oue-fourth of one percent (one-half of one perceat for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collected by the lax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirements of plan members and the Tangipalma Parish Clerk of Court are established and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the System for the years ending June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $105,378, $94,398, and $73,343, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each :,,ear. 
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Deferred Compensation Plan 

TANG1PAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 
The Tmagipahoa Parish Clerk of Court also offers its employees a deferred compensation plan created in accordance with lntenlal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all clerk of court employees, permits them to defer a portion of their salary until future ),ears. The deferred compensation is not available to employees until termination, retirelnent, death, or unforeseeable emergency. All amounts of compensation deferred under the plan, all property and rights purchased with those anaounts, and all income attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are Omtil paid or made available to the employee or other beneficiary) solely the: property mad rights of the clerk of court (without being restricted to the provisions of the benefits under the plan), subject only to the claims of the clerk's general creditors. Parlicipants' rights under the plan are equal to those of general creditors of the clerk in an amount equal to the fair market value of the deferred account for each particil~ant. The elcrk ofcoui~t has the duty of due care that would be required of an ordiaa~2~ prudent investor. The clerk believes that it is unlikely that it will use the assets to satisfy the claims of general creditors in the fi~ture. 
8. OTItER POSTEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS The clerk of court offers all retired employees health insurance benefits. The clerk and the retired employee each pay one- half of the premium on a pay-as-you-go basis. At June 30, 1996, 7 retired employees were covered under the clerk's health insurance plan. The cost to the clerk of court for the 3,ear ended June 30, 1996, was $9,378. 
9. COMPENSATED ABSENCES At June 30, 1996, employees of the clerk of court have accumulated and vested $29,195 of employee leave benefits computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. 10. LEASES 
The clerk of court rccords items under capital leases as an asset and an obligation in the accompanying financial statements The clerk of court had no capital leases at the end of fire year. The clerk of court has operating leases of the following nature On February 15, 1992, the clerk of court entered into a lease with Xerox Corporation in comaection with the lease of a cop), machiue. The terms of the lease require monthly payments of $158.02 for 60 months and an option to purchase the cop), machine at fire end of the lease for $650.00. The agreement contains a clause stating that the lease is caneclable if the clerk of court does not appropriate the funds necessary to make the required lease payments during the budgeting period. On Marcia 15, 1992, the clerk of court entered into a lease with Xerox Corporation in connection with the lease of a copy machiue. The terms of the lease require monthly payments of $327.35 for 60 months mid an option to purchase the copy machine at the and of the lease tbr $1,100. The agreement contains a clause stating that the lease call be canceled if the clerk of court does not appropriate the funds necessary to make the required lease payments during the budgeting period. There are no minimum annual cortunilments under non-cancelable operating leases since all leases have non-appropriation clauses. 
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TANG1PAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 11. CItANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES A sununary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Agency Funds Advance Deposit Registry of Court Deferred Compensation "fotal 

Unsettled Deposits at Beginning of Year $ 2,796,463 594,045 103,425 $ 3.493,933 
Additions $ 1,380,905 449,323 28,344 $ 1.858.572 

12. CItANGES IN GENERAl, LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS The clerk of court had 11o long-tcnn obligation transactions during the 3,ear 
13. EXCESS FUND BALANCE 

Deletions $ 1,124,667 372,074 
$ 1.496.741 

Unsettled Deposits at End of Year $ 3,052,701 671,294 131,769 $ 3.855.764 

Louisimm Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of office) the clerk of court mast pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clerk's last 3,car of his term of office. At June 30, 1996, there was no mnount due the parish treasurcr as the General Funds's fund balmlce at June 30, 1996, did not exceed one-half of the revenues of the General Fund for the last year &the clerk's four :,,ear term of office. 14. LITIGATION AND CLAIMS 
At June 30, 1996, the clclk of court is involved in one suit. It is the opinion of file attorney, that there should be little or no exposure to the clerk of court fiom the suit. Claims and litigation costs of $3,049 were incurred in the cuneat year mid have been recorded as a current-year ex/~enditure in the General Fund. 
15. EXPENDITURES (IF THE CLERK OF COURT PAID BY THE PARISIt COUNCIL Certain operating expenditures of the clerk's office are paid by the parish council and are not included in the acconlpanying financial statements. 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT Amite, Louisiana Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) As of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 
16. COMMITMENTS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL SERVICE AGREEMENT On September 28, 1994, the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court and the Tangipahoa Parish Tax Collector entered into an agreement to jointly fund ancw mapping system. The new mapping system is to be capable of producing ox~ership nmps iucluding roads and rivers in Tangipahoa Parish, and also be able to create maps of all election districts. The mapping division will consist of one employee from the clerk &court's office, one employee from the tax collector's office, and a temn leader, who will be compensated by the clerk of court's office. All expenses incurred, including aerial photography, will be the responsibility of file municipalities or any other govenunental agency desiring a GIS. 17. RESERVED FUND BALANCE The mnoLmt in tire Reservcd Fund Balance is the balance of the checking account that is dedicated to tire mapping project betwcen thc clerk of court and the tax collector. See footnote 16. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION SCHEDULES - 
ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND 

FIDUCIARY TYPE FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 
Tile Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid. 
REGISTRY OF COURT FUND The Registry of Corn1 Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for fimds that have bccn ordcrcd by the court to be held until jud~,cment has been rendered in court litigations. Withdrawal of the funds can be made only upon order of the court. 
DEFERRED COMPENSATION FUND The Deferred Compensation Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statutes 42:1301 - 42:1308, accounts for contributions by the clerk of court mid employees of the clerk of court with the Louisiana Deferred Compensation Plau. The plan is governed by Section 457 of the Internal Revenue Service Code. 
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TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

ASSETS Cash and cash exluivalents Investments Receivables Due from Other Funds TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABILITIES Due lo general fund Due to taxing bodies and othcrs Due lo plan participants TOTAL LIABILITIES 

Combined Balance Sheet June 30, 1996 ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND 
REGISTRY DEFERRED OF COURT COMPENSATION FUND ASSETS $ 2,126,515 $ 671,276 $ 853,229 524 18 77.750 $3~058,918 $ 671~294 $ 

$ 5,317 $ $ 3,052,701 671,294 $ 3,058,018 $ 671,294 $ 

The accompanying notes are an integral part offl~ese statements -18- 

131,769 $ 

SCHEDULE 1 

2,929,560 853,229 542 77.750 131,769 $ 3.861.081 
$ 131_769 5,317 3,723,995 131.769 131,769 $ 3.861,081 



TANGIPAHOA PARISH CLERK OF COURT AMITE, LOUISIANA FIDUCIARY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS Schedule of Changes in Unsettled Balances For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 2,796,_,163_. $ ADDITIONS Deposits: Suits, successions and judgments Contributions by participants Total additions Total RED UCTIONS Clcrk's costs (transferred to General l"und) Scttlcmcnts to litigants Attorney, curator, and notary fees Stenographer's fees SherilTs fees Judical expense Juror cost Other reductions Total reductions 

~;GISTRY OFCOURT FUND 

SCHEDULE2 
DEFERRED COMPENSATION ASSETS TOTAL 594,045 $ 103,425 $ 3,493,933 

1,380,905 449,323 
1.380.905 4.177.368 
805,155 84,080 9,373 29,642 47,918 79,156 23,504 45_839 1.124.667 

449.323 1.043.368 
372,074 

372.074 

28.344 28.344 
1,830,228 28.344 1.858_572 5.352.505 
805,155 456,154 9,373 29,642 47,918 79,156 23,504 45.839 1.496.741 

UNSETTLED DEPOSITS AT END OFYEAR $ 3,052,701 $ 671,294 $ 131,769 $ 3,855,764 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these statements -19- 



()TILER INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORTS 
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Brace C. Hanvll, CPA Warren A. Wool, CPA Michael P. Estay. CPA Dale H. Jones, CPA Charles P. Hebert, CPA 

BRUCE HARRELL & CO. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A Pto~a~sional A~oun~ng C.orporafion 109 West Minnesota Park Park Place Suite 7 Hammond, I~_ 70403 -VOICE: (504) 542-6372 FAX: (504) 345.3156 
KENTWOOD OFFICE P.O. Box 45 - 602 Fifth St. Kentwood, LA 70444 VOICE: (504) 229-5955 FAX: (504) 229-5951 MEMBERS American lnsUmte of CPAs Society of Louisialm CPAs 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF TIlE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GO VERNMENT A UDITING STANDARDS To tile Honorable John Daluner Taugipahoa Parish Clerk of Court AmitE, l~uisiana 70422 We have audited the compoucnt unit financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Amite, Louisiana, as of and fo~r fl~e year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated December 11, 1996. We conductcd our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Govermnent Auditing Slandard% issued by the Comptroller General of the United Stales. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasouable assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are free of material misstatement. Compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts applicable to the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Amite, Louisiana, is flae responsibility of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court's management. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we performed tests of the clerk of court's complianoe with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the component unit financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly, WE do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. This report is intended for the information of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court management and II~E Louisiana Legislative Auditor. However, tiffs report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not limited. 
Bruce Harrell & Colnpany, CPAs A Professional Accounting Corporatiou 
December I 1, 1996 
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Bruce C. ]q[arrell, CPA Warren A. Wool, CPA Mid~ael P. Estay, CPA Dale H. Jones, CPA Charles P. Hebert, CPA 

BRUCE HARRELL & CO. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A Professional A~unfing Corporation 109 West Minnesota Park Park Place Suite 7 Hanunond, l.A 70403 VOICE: (504) 542-6372 FAX: (504) 345-3156 
KENTWOOD OFFICE P.O. Box 45 - 602 Fifth St, Kentwood, LA 70444 VOICE: (504) 229-5955 FAX: (504) 229-5951 MEMBERS Amelican ]nsUtute of CPA~ Society of Louisialm CPAs 

INDEPENDFNT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROl, STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT OF COMPONENT UNIT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT A U1)IT1NG STANDARDS To the Honorable Jolm Dahmer Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court Amitc, Louisiana 70422 \Vc have audited rite component rout fumocial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Amite, Louisiana, for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated December 11, 1996. We haw~ conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those stmtdards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are free of material misstatcrnenI. The management of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Aanite, Louisiana, is responsible for establishing and maintaining an interned control structure, hi fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected beoefits and related costs of interual control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an interual control structure are to provide iruumgement with reasonable, hut not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unanthodzed use or dispositiou, and that trm~actions are executed in aceordance with management's authorization and recorded properly to permit the preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principle.,:. Because of inherent lhnitations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of may evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. In plannfllg and perforuaing our audit of the component unit financial statements of the Tangipahoa Parish Clerk of Court, Aanite, h~uisiana, for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an understanding of the internal control structure. With respect tc, the internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures and whether they bare been placed in operation, and we assessed control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the component unit financial statements and not to provide assurance on the interual control structure. Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
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BRUCE HARRELL & CO. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS A P;ofessiona[ At, counting C, orporallon 
To the Honorable John Dahrner Page 2 
Our consideration oflhe hatcmal control structure would not necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that ruight be nmterial weaknesses under standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the financial statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. We noted no matters involving the internal control structure and its operations that we consider to be material weaknesses as defined above. 
This rcporl is intended for the infommtion of the management and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. This restriction is not intended to limit the distribution of this report, which is a matter of public record. 
Bruce 1 tztrrcll & Company, CPAs A Professional Accounting Corporation Deccmbcr 11, 1996 
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