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Independenl Auditor's R eport 

TH IRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN DIGENT D EFENDER BOA RD 

Cam eron, Louisiana 

1 have audited  tile general pnq)ose financial statem ents of the Thilly-Eighth Judicial 
D istrict lndigenl D efender Board, a com ponent nnil of Cam eron Parish Police Jury, 
as of December 31, 1995, and for each of the years in tile two year period Ihen ended, 
as listed in the table of conlenls. These general puq)ose financial slatem ents ;ire the 
responsibility of the m anagem ent of the Thirly-Eighlh Judicial D istric! Indigcnl 
Defender Board. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

1 conducted  m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards, issuc/J by tile Com plroller General of the U nited  
Slates. Those standards require thai I plan and perform tile audil to obtain reasonable 
assnrance about whether tile general plHpose financial statem ents are free of m alerial 
m isstalem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence snpporliug the 
alnollnts and disclosures in the general purl)ose financial slalelnenls. A n audil also 
includes assessing tile aecounling principles nsexl and significant cslim ales m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating lhe overall financial slalem enl presenlalion. I 
believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinioll, tile general purpose financial statem ents referred  1o in the firsl 
paragraph present fairly, in all m aterial respects, lhe financial posilion of the Thirly- 
Eighth Judicial D istriel Indigent Defender Board, as of D ecem ber 31, 1995, and lhc 
results of its operations for each of the years in lhe two year period then ended, in 
conform ity w i|h generally accepted  accounting principles. 

]n accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued repotls dalcd 

June 19, 1996, on the Thirly-Eighth Judicial D islricl ]ndigenl Defender P, oard's 
compliance wilh laws, regulations and conlracts and m y consideralion of Ihe agency's 

W esl M onroe, Ixnfisiana 
June 19, 1996 
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G ENER AL PUR PO SE FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 

(Overview) 



A SSETS 
Cash and equivalents 

Receivables - court costs 

TOTA L A SSETS 

TH IRTY-EIGH TH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFEND ER BOARD 

Cam eron, Ixm isiana 
ALL FU ND TYPES AN D A CCOU NT GROU PS 

Balance Sheet. D ecem ber 31. 1995 

I,IABII,ITIFS AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities - accotmls payable 
Fund equity - fund balance - mlreserved - undesignated 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

The accom panyil/g holes are an integral part of this stalem enl 

Statem ent A 

(;OVERNM FN'I AI 
FIIND TYPIi - 

G I';N ERAI, [:lIND 

$66,877 
8. 827 

$75,704 

N ON E 

$75,704 

$75,704 



 

TH IRTY-EIGH TH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 
IN DIGEN T D EFEN D ER BOA RD  

Calneron, l.x~uisiana 
GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GEN ERAL FUN D 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance 

For tile Two Years Ended D ecem ber 31, 1995, By Years 

R EV FNU ES 
Coutl cosls on fines and forfeitures 
lxm isiana Indigen! Defender Board granl 
U se of m oney and property - intercsl earn ed 

Total revenues 

EXI'ENDITUR ES 

Current - general government - judicial: 
Personal services and related benefits - attorn ey salaries 
()perating services - accounting and auditing 
Tolal expenditures 

I,;X('ESS O F R EVENU ES O VER EXPENq)ITURES 

FUND BAI,AN CE AT BEG INN IN G (IF YEAR 

FUN I) BA I,AN CE A T END O F Y EAR 

The accolnpanying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

Statem ent B 

1995 1994 

$88,114 
2,571 
29,469 
120.154 

63,28(I 
6,703 
69.983 

$68,337 

416 

68.753 

39,1 O0 
4,120 
43.22(I 

5(I,171 25,533 

25.533 N ONE 



TH IRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IG EN T D EFEN D ER BO A RD 

Cam eron. Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and for tile Two Years Endexl D ecelnber 31, 1995 

SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICAN T ACCO UN TING POLICIES 

The Thirly-Eighth Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Boalzl is established ill com pliance with 
Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144-149 to provide and com pensale counsel al)pointed to represenl 

indigents ill criminal and quasi-criminal cases on the district cx~url level. The judicial district encompasses 
tile parish of Cameron, Louisiana. The indigent defender board is composexl of three m em bers who are 
appointed by the dislrict courl. The board m em bers serve w ithout com pensation. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s the governing authority of tile parish, for reporting purposes, the Cam eron 
Parish Police Jury is the financial relgorling entity for Cam eron Parish. The financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jnry), (b) organizations for 
which tile primary government is financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for 
which tile nature and significance of their relalionship w ith tile prim ary governm en! arc 
such lhat exclusion would cause the reporting enlity's financial siatem enls Io be m isleading 
or Jllcom p]ele. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Slalement No. 14 established 
criteria for determining which com ponent units should be considered pall. of the Cam eron 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporling purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential com ponent unit within the reporling entity is financial responsibility. The GASB 
has set fotlh criteria to be considerexl in deXerm ining financial accountability. This criteria 

inchldes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organizalion's governing body 
and 

a 

b 

The ability of the police jury to iml)ose its will on 
lhal organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to 1)rovide specific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 



TH IRTY-EIGH TH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IG EN T D EFEN D ER BO ARD  

Cam eron, Louisiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 Organizations for which the police jury does )lot appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

O rganizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 

would be m isleading if data of the organization is not inchlded 
because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Board members are appointed by the district judge. However, the police jury is 
ultim ately responsible for the fiscal operations of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial D ish'icl corn1 
system , w hich includes the Indigent Defender Board. Furlher, because of this 

relationship, the police jury's primary govermnent financial statements would be 
m isleading without inclusion of the board's financial statements. Therefore, the indigenl 
defender board is considered a com ponent unit of the parish repolling entity. 

B. FUN ][) A CCO UN TIN G 

The board uses flmds and account groups to report on its financial position and the 
resulls of its operations. Fund accounting is designexl to dem onstrate legal com l)liancc and 
to aid financial iilanagenlenl by segregating transactions related to cerlain govcrlllllenl 
functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fired equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for ceilain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term ohligations) that 
arc not recorded in the "fimds" l'w.cause they do not directly affect net expendable availablc 
financial resources. They are concenled only with the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not with the m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Funds are classified  into three categories; govern mental, prol)rielary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn , is divided  into separate "fired types". Governm cnlal fim ds are 
used to account for a govern m ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of services to the l)ublic as opposed to proprietary fim ds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing serv ice to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fee s. Fiduciary fimds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The board's current operations require the use of only a govcrmnental fund 
(Gencl~d Ftmd). The General Fund is the general operating fired of the indigent defender 
board and accounts for all of its financial resources. 



TH IRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN DIGENT D EFEND ER BOARD 
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued ) 

G EN ER AL FIXED ASSETS AND  
l .O N G -TI:~RM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Tile indigent defender board has no fixed assets or long4erm obligations at 
Decem ber 31, 1995. 

D . BASIS O F A('CO UN TIN (; 

Tile financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined  by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental flm ds are accountexl for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this nleasurem enl foctlS, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 
Ihese ftmds present increases (i.e., revemles and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and ethel financing uses) in net enrrent assets. 

Tile m odified  accnml basis of accx)tmting is usezl lot reporting all governm ental and 
fiduciary fund tyl)es. U nder the m odifiext accnml basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amotmt of the transaction can be determined  and 
"available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
used to pay liabilities of the current period. The board uses the following practices in 
recognizing and reporting revent,es and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Cou11 costs on titles and forfeitures imposed by the district are 
recorded in the year they are collected  by the tax collector. 

G rant funds are recnrded w hen the indigent defender board is 
entitled to the funds. 

Interest incom e on interest bearing dem and deposits is recorded  at 
lhe end of/he m onth when credited by the bank. Interest incom e on tim e 
deposits is recorded when the tim e deposits have m atured and the interest 
is available. 

Based on the above criteria, court costs on fines and forfeitures are 
treated as susceptible to accru al. 



TH IRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D EFEN D ER BO A RD  

Cam eron, ixm isiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under tile m odified accrual 
basis of accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

E. CA SII 

U nder stale law , tile indigent defender board m ay deposit funds w itlfin a fiscal 
agenl bank organized under the law s of the State of Louisiana, the law s of any other state 
in the union, or the law s of the U nitext States. Further, the board m ay invest in tim e 
deposits of slate banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal 
offices in Louisiana. At December 31, 1995, tlle board has $68,967 (bank balances) 
which are fully secured by fexleral deposit insurance. 

VA CA TIO N AND SICK LEAVE 

Tile indigent defender board has no em ployees; therefore, no vacation and sick 
cave policy is required. 

2. INI)IGENT I)EFENI)ER ATTO RNEY 

As provided by ixmisiana Statutes 15:145(b)(3), tile indigent defender board cntcred into an 
agrcem enl with an attorney to provide legal representation to indigents in the Thinly Eighth Judicial 

Dislrict. The agreement provides for a monthly salary of $3,500 provided funds are available to pay this 
am otml. If m onthly court cost colla tions are not sufficient to pay the full salary am ount, the conlracl 
m ay be term inated. Tile m axim um am ount that tile attorney will be paid during a year w ill not exceed 

$42,000. 

IdTIG ATIO N 

At Dec:el|lber 31, 1995, the indigent defender board is not involved in any litigalion nor is it aware 
of any unasserted claim s. 
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Independent Auditor's R eports on 
Com pliance W ith Laws, Regulations and Contracts 

and Internal Control Structure 

The follow ing independent auditor's reports on tile com pliance w ith law s, regulations, and 
contracts and on the internal control structure are presented in com pliance with the rcquirem cnls of 
Gow'rnment Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited Stales, and the 
Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accounlanls 
and the L~uisiana Legislative Audilor. 
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Independent A uditor's R eport on Com pliance 
W ith ].aws, R egulations and Contracts 

TH IRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IG EN T D EFEN D ER BOA RD  

Canleron. Ix)uisiana 

I have audited the general puq)ose financial statem enls of lhe Thi]ay-Eighth Judicia 

D istrict Indigent D efender Board, a com ponent unit of Cam eron Parish Police Jury 
as of D ecember 31, 1995, and for each of the years ill the two year period then ended 
and have issued m y report thereon dateA1 June 19, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally acceplc~l auditing standards; 
Govert~ntent Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of Ihc U ntied 
States; and tile Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by tile Society of 
Louisiana Certifiezl Public Accounlants and lhe lx~uisiana Legislative Auditor. Those 
standards and tile audit guide require that I plan and perform tile audit to ohtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the general ptlrl)ose financial slalcm enls arc t'rt~t~ 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance with law s, regulations and contracts applicable to tile Thirty-Eighth 
Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board, is tile responsibility of the board's 
m anagem ent. A s parl of obtaining reasonable assurance about wile|her lhc general 
l)Url~)se financial statements are free of m aterial m isslalem ent, I performed tests t)|" lllt~ 
Thirly-Eighth Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board's com pliance w ilh ccrlain 

provisions of laws, regulations and contracts, However, the objective ~ff my a/idit of 
tile general purpose financial statem ents was not 'to provide all opinion on overall 
com pliance with such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such all opinion. 

Tile results of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance that arc required Io he 
reporled under (;ovelTnnent Auditing Standards. 



TH IRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IG EN T D EFEN D ER BOA RD  
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Indel)endenl Audilor's Repo11 
on (~om l)liance, etc., 

D c~ember 31. 1995 

This report is intended for Ihe infonnalion of m en, bets of the Thirty-Eighth Judicial D islricl Indigenl 
l)efender Board. This is not intended to lim il the distribufion of this report

, which is a m ailer of public 
l'CCOl'd. 
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Independent A uditor's R eport 

on the Internal Control Structure 

TH IRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D EFEN D ER BO A RD 

Cam eron, Louisiana 

I have audited the general puq)ose financial statem ents of tile Thirly-Eighlh Judicia 
D istrict Indigent D efender Board, a com ponenl unit of Cam eron Parish Police Jury 
as of December 31, 1995, and for each of tile years in tile two year period lhen ended 
and have issued  m y report thereon dated June 19, 1996. 

I condtlcled  m y audit ill accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U nited  
States. Those standards and lhe audil guide require that I plan and perl~rm the audit 
to obtain rea sonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial statem ents 
are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagem ent of the Thirly-Eighth Judicial D istrict ]ndigent D efender Board is 

responsible for establishing and m aintaining an intern al control structure. In fulfilling 

this responsibility, eslimates and judgments by management are required  to assess the 
expected  benefits and related  costs of intern al control structure policies and proced ures. 

The o/~iectives of an internal control stn~ctvre are to provide management wilh 
reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that assets are safegualzled  against loss from 
unaulhorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed  in accordance w ilh 
m anagement's authorization and recorded properly to perm it lhe preparation of general 
purpose financial slalem ents in accordance wilh generally accepted  accounling 
principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or 

irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected . Also, projection of any 
evaluation of the structure to flmlre periods is subject to the risk that proced ures may 
becom e inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the eflectivcncss of tile 
design and operation of policies and proced ures m ay deteriorate. 



THIRTY-EIGH TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IGEN T D EFEN D ER BO A RD 
Cam eron, Louisiana 

Independent A uditor's Report 
on Internal Control Sllucture, 
D ecember 3 I. 1995 

In planning and performing m y audit of tile general puq~ose financial slatem enls of the Thirty-Eighlh 
Judicial D istric! Indigent Defender Board for the two years endc~l D ecem ber 31, 1995

, 1 oblained an 
understanding of tile intern al conlrol structure. W ith respec t to tile internal control structure

, I obtained 
an tmderstanding of lhe design of relevant policies and procedures and whether lhey have been placed in 
operation, and I assessed control risk in order to determ ine m y auditing procedures tbr Ihe purl~osc of 
expressing m y opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide an opinion on Iht~ 
inlernal conlrol slruclure. Accordingly, 1 do not express such an opinion. 

I holed a certain m atter involving tile inlernal control strtlclure and its operalion that I consider to bc a 
reporlable condilion under standards established by the Am erican Insli|ute of Cerlified Public 
Acc~tm lants. Reportable conditions involve m ailers com ing to m y attention relaling to significant 
deficiencies in tile design or operation of lhe intern al control structure that

, in my judgmenl, could 
adversely affect the board's ability to record, process, sum m arize, and reporl financial dala consistent 
w ith tile assertions of m anagem ent in the general purpose financial statem ents. 

A ll accounting fimctions of the board, i.e., depositing and posting receipts and preparing
, posting and 

issuing checks are perfonnexl by one individual. Such fnnctions are not colnpatible and should be 
pcl'form ~l by separate individtuals. H owever, because of the size of the board and its lim ited revenues

, 

it is not econom ically feasihle to correct this deficiency. 

A m aterial weakness is a reportable condilion in which the design or operation of one or m ore of Ihe 
internal conlrol structure elem enls does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk thai errors of 
irrcgularilies in am ounls that would be m aterial in relation to the general puqgose financial slalcm cnts 
being atldilt~l m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in |he norm al course 
of perform ing their assigned fim ctions. 

M y consider~alion of tile intern al conlrol structure would not nec essarily disclose all m atters in Ihe inlernal 
conlrol slruclure lhal m ight be reporlable conditions and, accordingly, would not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions lhat are also considerexl m aterial weaknesses as defined above. H owever, I do 11oi 
consider the reporlable condition described above to be a m aterial weakness. 

- 14- 



TH IRTY-EIGH TH JU DICIAL DISTRICT 
IN D IG EN T D EFEN D ER BOA RD 
Cam eron, Ix~uisiana 

lndel)endenl Audilor's Repoll 
on Inlernal Control Sll'tlCltlre, 
D e, octo ber 31. 1995 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m em bers of the Thirly-Eighth Judicial D istrict lndigcnl 
Defender Board. This is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, w hich is a m atter of i)ublic 

W esl M onroe, lx~uisiana 
June 19, 1996 


