
CADDO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTR 

L.U__NE~ 1~ !2.~  

]ntrQduction 
As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, th e clerk of court serves as th e ex- 
officio :notary public; the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts; and has oth er duties and powers 
provided by law. The clerk of court is elected for a term of four years by th e voters of the parish. 

f 

A . Basis of Presentation 
The accompan ying compo nent unit financial statements of the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court have been 

prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for es tablishing governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

U . _Reporting E ntjL~ 
As the governing authority of th e parish, for reporting purposes , the Caddo Parish Comm ission is 
the financial reporting entity for Caddo Parish. Th e finan cial reporting entity consists of (a) the 
primary government (Commission), (b) organizations for which the primary government is financially 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and significance of their relationship with 
the primary government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial 
statem ents to be m isleading or incomplete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 es tablished  criteria for determ ining 
which com ponent units should be considered part of th e Caddo Parish Comm ission for financial 
:reporting purposes. Th e bas ic criterion for including a potential component unit with in the reporting 
entity is financial accountability. Th e GASB has set forth criteria to be considered in determining 
financial accountability. This criteria includes : 

1) Appointing a voting majority of an o~gan ization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of th e Comm ission to impose its will on th at organization and/or 
b. The potential for th e organ ization to provide specific financial benefits to or impose 

specific financial burdens on th e Commission. 

2) Organizations for which the Commission doe,~ not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the Comm ission. 

3) Organizations for which the reporting entity finan cial statements would be misleading if data 
of th e organization is not included because of th e nature or significance of th e relationship. 

I]:ecause th e clerk of court is fiscally dependent on th e Com mission, th e clerk of court was 
determ ined  to be a component unit of th e Caddo Parish Com mission, th e financial reporting entity. 
'lhe accompanying financial statements pres ent information only on th e funds maintained  by the 
Caddo Parish Clerk of Court and do not pres ent information on th e Commission, the general 
governm ent services provided by th at governmental unit, or the oth er governmental units that 
comprise th e finan cial reporting entity. 
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CADDO PARISH CLERK OF COHRT 

ANCES 

A 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 1996 

Revenl.les: 
Licenses and perm its 
Fee.,;, charges, and com m issions for services  

Court costs, fees and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies of docum ents 
M iscellaneous 

Use of money and property-interest earnings 
Total revenues 

Expenditures: 
General governm ent: 

Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
C.apital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Other financing source LU_~ : 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

Total other financing source (use) 

?xcess (deft 
over exoeflditures and other ii~;f'.q 

n 

Fund balances at end of yea 

Budg~ 

28,438 

1,654,395 
746,094 
158,609 
10,141 

. 173,414 
2,771,091 

2,138,117 
169,752 
153,066 
174,341 
154,591 

2,789,867 

A ctual 

33,371 

1,766,575 
799,510 
162,592 
14,022 
151,598 

2,927,668 

2,457,022 
194,185 
173,416 
159,997 
11,446 

2.996.066 

V ariance 
Favorable 

OJnfavora_!)le) 

4,933 

112,180 
53,416 
3,983 
3,881 

(21,816) 
156.577 

(318,905) 
(24,433) 
(20,350) 
14,344 
143 145 
(206d99) 

(18,776) ~8,398) (49,622) 

18,776 21,232 2,456 

18,776 21,232 2,~~6 

(47,166) 

1,400~787 

1,353,621 

The accompanying notes  are an integral part of th e financial statements 
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CADDO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

N D ITU RES. A N D CH A N G ES IN FU N D BALA N C F.S 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1996 

Revenues : 
Licenses and perm its-m arriage 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 

Court costs, fees and charges  
Fees  for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies of documents 
M iscellaneous 

Use of money and property-interes t income 
Total revenues 

Expenditures : 
General governm ent 

Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
'/'ravel and other charges 
C.apital outlay 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiencv~ of revenues  over exnendim res 

Other financing source L~s&): 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 

Total other financing source (use) 

Exces s (deficiencv) of revenues and other sources  
over exr~enditures and other use~ 

nd balances at beeinnin~ of year 

Fund balances at end of yea 

General 
Fund 

41,326 

1,753,513 
799,510 
162,592 
14,022 
151,598 

2,922,561 

2,457,022 
191,731 
173,416 
159,997 
11,446 

2,993,612 

(71,051) 

21,232 

21,232 

(49,819) 

1,418,438 

, 1~368fi19 

Special 
Revenue- 
Court Total 
Reporter (Memorandum 
Fund Only) 

303,308 

6,737 
310,045 

254,915 
10,728 

265,643 

44,402 

(21,232) 
(21,232) 

23,170 

120 107 

143 277 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial statements 

41,326 

2,056,821 
799,510 
162,592 
14,022 
158 335 

3,232,606 

2,711,937 
202,459 
173,416 
159,997 
11,44~ 

3,259,~55 

(26,649) 

21,232 

(21 ,~.~) 

(26,649) 

1,538,545 

Aft I L8_96 



5. P_P/ension Plan: (Continued ) 

of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the system also include one-fourth of one percent (one-half of 
one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of each parish. The 
contribution requirements of plan members and the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court are established and may 
be am ended  by state statute. As provided  by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions 
are determined by actuarial valuation an d are subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for th e prior fiscal year. The Caddo Parish Clerk of Court's contributions to the system for the 
years ending June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $192,113, $182,670, and $139,735, respectively, equal 
to th e required contributions for each yea r. 

6. Post Retirem ent Benefits 
The Caddo Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care an d life insuran ce benefits for retired  
employees. Substan tially all of the clerk's employees become eligible for th ese benefits if th ey reach normal 
retirement age while working for th e clerk of court. Th ese benefits for retirees and sim ilar benefits for 
active employees are provided through an insurance compan y whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by 
the employee and the clerk of co urt. Th e clerk of court reco gnizes the cost of providing these benefits (the 
clerk's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due, which were $288,845 for 
the year ended June 30, 1996. Of this amount, $10,463 was for retiree benefits. 

7. Chan~es in A eencv Fund Balances  
A ~um m ary of changes in agency fund balan ces due to oth ers follows 

Balance, June 3(1, 1995 

Additions 
Red uctions 

Jury 
Cost 
EuM  

162,550 

286,374 
241,526 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

2,206,699 

3,017,245 
3,791,80~5 

Registry 
of Court 
Fund Total 

1,658,858 4,028,107 

1,265,103 
1,206~3~  

4,568,722 
5 239 688 

]Balance, June 30, 1996 . 207,398 ~ 432,1.3=8 1~7717~b_605 3,357~141 

8. Exoenditures of th e Clerk of Court Paid by th e Parish Comm ission 
The Caddo Parish Clerk of Court's offi ce is located  in th e par ish courthouse. Th e cost of m aintaining and 
opeiating th e courthouse, as req uired  by Lo uisiana Revised  Statute 33:4715, is paid by th e Caddo Parish 
Com m ission. 

Exces s Fund Balanc 
Lo uisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of office) the clerk 
of co urt m ust pay th e parish treasurer th e portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceed s one-half 
of the revenues of th e clerk's last year of his term of office. At June 30, 1996, there was no amount due 
the parish treasurer as the General Fund's fund balance did not exceed one-half of the revenues of the 

General Fund for the last year (6-30-96) of the clerk's four-year term of offi ce. 

Li_~ jgation and Claims: 
At June 30, 1996, the clerk of court was involved in litigation concerning several matters for which, in the 
estimation of th e legal advisor of th e clerk of co urt, an  es timate of th e ultimate res olution of th e suits cannot 
be m ade. H owever, it is of th e opinion of legal counsel th at an unfavorable outcome is unlikely in the 
pendin g lawsuit.';. 
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Honorable Curtis A . W arren 
Caddo Parish Clerk of Court 
Shreveport, Louisiana 
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December 19, 1996 

Auditor's Reoort on Com nliance w ith Laws and Regulation 

W e have audited th e financi~d statem ents of the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court as of and for th e year ended 
June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated  December 19, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Governm ent 
Audi~ tm~dards, issued b)' the C~mptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reas onable as surance about wheth er th e financial statements are 
free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and gran ts applicable to th e Caddo Parish Clerk of Court, 
is the responsibility of Caddo Parish Clerk of Court managem ent. As part of obtaining reasonable 
assurance about whether th e financial statements are free of material m isstatement, we performed  tests 
of th e Clerk's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grants. However, 

the objective of our audit was not to provide an opinion on overall complian ce with such provisions. 
Accordingly, we do not express such an  opinion. 

The re~sults of our tests indicate th at, with respect to th e items tes ted , th e Caddo Parish Clerk of Court, 
com plied, in all m aterial respec ts, with the provisions referred  to in th e prec eding paragraph. W ith 
res pec t to items not tested , nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe th at th e Clerk bad not 
complied , in all m aterial respects, with th ose provisions. 

This report is intended for th e inform ation of m anagement of th e Caddo Par ish Clerk of Court and th e 
Office of the Legislative Auditor, State of Louisiana. Th is res triction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report, which is a matter of public rec ord. 

7 



Honorable Curtis A . W arren 
Caddo Parish Clerk: of Court 
D ecem ber 19, 1996 
Page 2 

W e noted other m atters involving the internal control struct
ure and its operation th at we have reported  

to the management of the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court in a separate l
etter dated  December 19, 1996. 

This rel~ rt is intended  for the use of m anagement of the Caddo Par ish Clerk of Court and the Office of th
e Legislative Auditor

, State of Louisiana. Th is restriction is not intended  to limit th e distribution of 
th is report, which is a matter of public record. 
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Honorable Curtis A . W arren 
Caddo Parish Clerk of Court 
Shreveport, Louisiana 

December 19, 1996 

Auditor's Report on Internal Control Structure 

s. BE~rrON H ~^~D, c. I'. A <19~6, 
EDWARD N. ATI~INSON, C. P. A (1981 
CIIK~ LES E. V~STAL, C. p. A (t99O I 

W e have audited the finan cial statements of the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court as of and for th e year ended  
June 30, 1996, and have issued our report thereon dated December 19, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted  auditing standards and Governtnent 
Auditing Standardfi, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United  States. Those standards require that 
we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are 
free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

In planning and performing our audit of th e financial statem ents of th e Caddo Parish Clerk of Court for 
the year ended  June 30, 1996, we considered its internal control structure in order to determ ine our 
auditing proced ures for th e purpose of expres sing our opinion on th e financial statements and not to 
provide assurance on th e internal control structure. 

The man agement of the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court is responsible for establishing and maintaining an 

internal control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are 
requiired to assess die expected  benefits and related  costs of internal control structure policies and 
procedures. The objectives of an internal control slructure are to provide management with reasonable, 
but not absolute, assuran ce that assets are safeguarded  against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, 

and th at transactions are executed  in accordance with m anagement's auth orization and recorded  properly 
to perm it th e preparation of finan cial statements in accordance with generally accepted  accounting 
principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities m ay 
nevertheless occur and not be detected . Also, projection of an y evaluation of the structure to future 
periods is subject to the risk that proced ures may become inadequate because of changes in conditions 
or th at th e effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and proced ures may deteriorate. 

For the purpose of this report, we have clas sified  the significant internal control structure policies and 
proce:lures in th e following categories: revenue/receipts, purchase/disbursements, payroll/personnel

, 

budget/budgetary reporting, and fiduciary accounting/reporting. 

For all of the control categories listed  above, we obtained  an understanding of th e design of relevant 
policies and proced ures and wheth er th ey have been placed  in operation, and we assessed  control risk. 



A S S E T S 

Cash and cash equivalents 

T 

JUNE 30, 1996 

Jury 
Cost 

.Fund 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

Registry 
of Court 
Fund . Total 

L IA B IL IT IE S 

Unsettled deposits due to others 207
,398_  . 1~432,138 1,717,60_  . . 5 3~q57,141 



Advanc_e D eposit Fund. 

T 

F 

The Advance Deposit Fund
, as provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 13:842

, accounts for advance deposits on suits fil
,~  by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have been paid

. 

~ t~y of Court Fund 

Th e Registry of Court Fund
, as provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 13:475

, accounts for funds that have been ordered b
y the court to be herd until judgment has been rendered in court litigation

. W ith drawal of the funds can be 
m ade only upon order of th e court

. 

Jury Cost Fund 

The Caddo Parish Jury Cost Fund w as established by co
urt order n November, 1993, to monitor and conserve cash dell

)sits made by litigants in cotmection with jury trial settings
. W ithdrawals from the fund are used  to pay f

or subpoenas, jurors, and other costs to administer the fund
. 
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1. Sum m ary of Sienificant Accountin~ Policies 

Adjustments: 
Receivables 
Payables 

(Continued) 

Excess of revenues  and other sources  over 

expenditures and other uses (GAAP basis) 

G . Cash and Cas h Eouivalents and Inves tm ents 

General 
Fund 

5,107 

_ .~2,454) 

Special 
Revenue 
Fund 

Cas h includes am ounts in demand deposits, interes t-bearing dem an d deposits, an d money market 
accounts. Cas h equivalents include am ounts in time deposits and th ose investments with original 
m aturities of ninety days or les s. 

Under state law, the clerk may deposit funds in demand deposits, interes t-bearing demand deposits, 
m oney m arket accounts, or tim e deposits with state ban ks organized under Louisiana law and national 
banks having their principal offices in Louisian a. Under state law, the clerk of court m ay invest in 
U nited States bonds, treasury notes , or certificates . Thes e are classified as investments if th eir 
original maturitie.s exceed  90 days; however, if' th e original maturities ar e ninety days or less, they 
are classified  as cash equivalents. 

H . Vacation and Sick Leave 
Employee,s of the clerk's office earn from one to three weeks of annual leave each year, depending 
on length of service. Annual lea ve must be used in th e yea r earned. Upon voluntary resignation or 
retirement, an employee is co mpensated  for annual lea ve accumulated during the year of res ignation 
or retirem ent. Sick lea ve is gran ted  at the discretion of th e clerk. 

Total Colum ns on Firmncial Statem ents 
The total colum ns  on the financial statements ar e captioned M emorandum Otdy to indicate that th ey 
are pres ented  only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in th ese colum ns do not pres ent financial 
position or results of operations  in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. Neither 
is such data comparable to a consolidation. Interfund eliminations have not been made in th e 
aggregation of this data. 

2. Cas h and Cash EouivalenLs 
At June 30, 1996, the clerk has cash and cash equivalents totaling $4,860,109 as follows 

D em and deposits 
Petty cash 
Tim e deposits and short-term trea sury bills 

1,421,523 
200 

3 438 386 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates  m arket. U nder state law , th ese deposits, or the 
res ulting ban k balances , m ust be secured  by fed eral deposit insurance or th e pled ge of securities owned  by 
th e fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pled ged securities plus th e fed eral deposit insurance m ust 
at a]'l times equal the amount on deposit with th e fiscal agent bank. Thes e securities are held in th e nan ~e 
of the pled ging fiscal agent bank in a holding or cuslodial bank th at is mutually acceptable to both parties. 

Cash and cash eq uivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1996, are secured as follows: 



_Leases: 
The clerk of court leases office equipment under operating leases

. Th e m inimum annual comm itments under 
noncancelable operating leases are as follows: 

FiscM Year: 
1996-1997 
1997-1998 (end oflease) 

TotM 

Rent expense for the year was $9,593 

.Equipm ent 

9,593 
~ 4,797 



T 

CO M BIN ED BA LA NC E SH EET-ALL FU N D TYPES A N D ACCO U NT G RO U PS 

.A S S E T S 

Cash and cash equivalents (Note 2) 
Receivables (Note 3) 
Office furnishings and equipment (Note 4) 

Total assets 

LIABIIJITIES A N D FU N D EOU ITY 

Liabiliities: 
A ccounts payable 
Unsettled deposits due to others (Note 7) 

Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
lnw ;stm ent in general fixed  assets 
Fund balance-unreserved and undesignated  

Total fund equity 

Total liabilities and fund equity 

JUNE 30, 1996 

Governmenta 

General 
Fund 

1,359,691 
18,365 

9,437 

9,437 

1,368,619 
1_ _.368,619 

1,378,056 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of th e financial statements 

Special 
Revenue- 
Court 

Reporter 
Fund 

143,277 

143.277 

143 277 
143,277 

143,277 



2. Cash and Ca~sh Eouivalents (Continued) 

U . S. Treasury Securities 
Fed eral deposit insurance 
Pledged sec urities 

Total 

1,480,140 
400,000 

.2,979,769 
4
.~ A22.q2 

Rece ivables: 
The General Fund rec eiwtbles of $18,365 at June 30, 1996, are as follows 

Class of Recei~Lble 
Licenses and perm its-marriage 
Fees , charges, and com missions for services -court 
costs, fees, and charges 

Total 

4. Chan9es  in General Fixed Assets 
A summary of chan ges in office furnishings and equipment follows 

Balance at June 30, 
Additions 
D eletions 
Balance at June 30, 

1995 

1996 

15,082 

3,283 

~ 
18,365 

1,190,863 
11,446 

_~ ) 
1_~Q69,716 

5. Pension Plan: 
Substantially all employees of the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court are m embers of th e Louisiana Clerks of 

Court Retirement an d Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan 
adm inistered by a separate boar d of trustees. 

All regular employees who are under th e age of 60 at th e time of original employment are required to 
participate in the system . Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of cred ited  service 
are entitled  to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for life, equal to 3% of th eir final-average salary for 
each year of credited  service, not to exceed 100% of th eir final-average salary. Final-average salary is the 

employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. 
Em ployees who term inate with at least 12 years of service and do not w ithdraw th eir employee contributions 
may retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accru ed  to their date of termination. The system also 
provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

The system issues an  annual publicly available fmaneial report that includes financial statements and required  
supplemce tary inform ation for the system . That report may be obtained  by writing to the Louisiana Clerks 
of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksome Avenue, Suite BI, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816, 
or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan members are required  by state statute to co ntribute 8.25% of th eir annual covered  salary and the Caddo 
Parish Clerk of Court is required  to contribute at an actuar ially determined  rate. The current rate is 11.50% 



(Continued) 

C . Fund Acc_ounling 
The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its finan cial position and the results 
of its operatiorLs. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial 
management by segregating transactions related  to certain government functions or activities . 

A fund is a separate acco unting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts th at comprises its assets, 
liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures . An account group, on the other hand, is a 
finan cial reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities (general 
fixed assets and general long-term obligatiorts) that are not recorded in the funds because they do not 
directly affect net expendable available financial res ources . They are concerned only with th e 
m eas urem ent of financial position, not with th e m easurement of res ults of operations. 

Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two categories; governmental (General Fund and Court 
Reporter Special Revenue Fund), and fiduciary (agency funds). The governmental and fiduciary fund 
types used by the clerk are des cribed  as follows: 

Governmental Funds 

G eneral Fund 
The General Fund, as provided  by Louisiana Revised  Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of th e 
clerk of court and is used  to account for th e operations of the clerk's office. The various fees 
and charges due to the clerk's office are accounted  for in th is fund. General operating 
expenditures are paid from th is fu nd. 

Nr~eeizl Revenue-Cnurt Renorter Fund 
Th e Court Reporter Fund accounts for fees collected, as provided by Louisiana Revised  Statute 
13:962, and for expenditu res for th e court reporter's salary and comm issions transferred  to th e 
clerk's Gen~,~ral Fund, 

Fiduciary Fund Tvoe-A eencv Funds 
The Advance D eposit, Registry of Court and Jury Cost agency funds account for as sets held as an 

agent for others. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
meas urement of res ults of operations. 

D . Fixed  Assets an d Lon~,,-Term Oblizations 
General fixed as sets are not capitalized in the fund used to acquire or construct th em . Instead, capital 

acquisitions are reflected as expenditures (capital outlay) in the governmental funds and the related 
as sets are reported  in the general fixed  assets account group. General fixed  assets provided  by th e 
parish co m m ission ar e not recorded with in the general fixed  as sets account group. Approximately 
10% of fixed  as sets are valued at es timated  historical co sts bas ed on actual historical costs. No 
depreciation has  been provided  on general fixed as sets. Th ere are no outstanding long-term 
obligations at June 30, 1996. 

E. ]3asis of Acc_Ountin0g 
The financial reporting treatm ent applied  to a fund is determ ined  by its m easurement focus. All 
governm ental funds ar e accounted  for using a current financial res ources  m easurem ent focus. W ith 
this m easurem ent focus, only current assets an d current liabilities generally are included on the 

balance sheet. Operating statements for these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other 
financing sources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 



1. Summary of Significant Accountin~ Policies (Continued) 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all governm ental and fiduciary fund 
types. Under the m odified accru al basis of accounting, revenues are recognized  when susceptible 

to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means the amount 
of th e transaction can be determ ined  an d "available" m eans collectible within the current period or 
soon enough th ereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses the 
following practices in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures : 

Revenues 
Recordings, cancellations, court attendan ce, criminal costs, an d oth er fees, charges , an d commissions 
for services are recorded in the year in which they are ea rned. 

Interest income on time deposits is recorded  when th e time deposits have matured  and the income 
is available. 

Substantially all oth er revenues are recognized when rec eived  by th e clerk of court 

Based on the above criteria, recordings, court attendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges 
and comm issions for services are trea ted as susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 
Expenditures are generally recognized  under the modified  accrual basis of accounting when th e 
related  fund liability is incurred . 

Oth er Financin~ Source fUse 
Transfers between funds which are not expec ted to be repaid are accounted  for as  oth er financing 

sources (uses) and are recognized when the underlying events occur. 

F. BuB~d et Practices 
A proposed budget, prepared on the cash basis of accounting, is published in the official journal at 
least ten days prior to a public hearing. The public hearing is held at th e clerk's office during the 
month of June for comments from taxpayers. "~ e proposed budget is th en legally adopted by th e 
clerk and amended  during the year, as necezsary. Budgets are established  and controlled  by the clerk 

at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be reappropriated for 
th e following year to be expended . 

Form al budget integration is employed  as a m an agement co ntrol device during th e year. Budget 
amounts includexl in th e accompanying financial statements include the original adopted  budget and 
all subsequent am endm ents. 

'The following schedule reconciles th e amounts shown as exces s of revenues and oth er sources over 
,expenditures and oth er uses as shown on Page 4 with the amounts shown on GAAP basis, Page 3: 

Exces s of revenues  and oth er sources  over 

expenditures and other uses (budget basis) 

General 
Fund 

Special 
Revenue 
Fund 

(49,819) 23,170 
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ndenendent Auditor's Renort 

S, BERTON h EARD, C. P, A.(100b~ 
El)WAleD N. ATNINNON, C. p. A 1In01 
CHARLES E. ~ STAL.C.P.A.(IC)90 ) 

W e have audited the accompanying financial statements of the Caddo Parish Clerk of Court as of June 30, 
1996, and for th e year then ended . These financial statements are th e res ponsibility of the Caddo Parish 
Clerk of Court management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on th ese financial statements 
based on our audit. 

W e. conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standar ds. Those standards 
require th at w e plan and perform th e audit to obtain reasonable assuran ce about wheth er th e financial 
statements are free of m aterial m isstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles  used and significant es tim ates  m ade by m an agem ent, as  well as  evaluating the 
ow'.rall financial statement pres entation. W e believe th at our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above pres ent fairly, in all material respects, thc 
financial position of the Caddo Par ish Clerk of Court as of June 30, 1996, and th e res ults of its 
operations for th e year th en ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Our audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an  opinion on the financial statem ents taken as a whole. 
The accompan ying other finan cial information listed  in th e table of co ntents is presented  for purposes of 
additional analysis and is not a required  part of th e financial statements of th e Caddo Parish Clerk of 
Court. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the 
finan cial statem ents and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial res pects in relation to th e financial 
sta~tem ents taken as a whole. 




