
ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE!, t.OUISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGE IN FUND 
BALANCE -GENERAL FUND - BUDGET AND ACTUAL (GAAP BASIS) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1995 

REVENUES 
_Acta_aj_ 

Variance 
Ov er 

Bud ege tt 
_~ nderh 

Licenses and Permits : 
Marriage Licenses $ 7,37[; $ 7,375 

Charge for Services : 
Recordings 
Cancellations 
Mortgage Certificates 
Cop ies 
Court Attendance 
suits & Successions 
Criminal Fees 
Passport/Notary 
Election Fees 

Other Revenue : 
Interest 
Clerk 's Supplement 

~otal Revenue 

191,527 
9 ,10] 

42 ,860 
41 ,688 
1 ,096 

502 ,566 
69 ,3.39 
2 ,300 
Z ~ _ZI9 

195 ,000 
9 ,200 

44 ,000 
42 ,000 
2 ,400 

500 ,000 
49 ,000 
2 ,400 
7 ,500 

867~([56 851,50Q 16,156 

4 ,968 
9 ,000 

888~ 999 

5,000 ( 32) 
9 ,000 

1_ 4,ooo ( !~,)_ 

872,875 ]6,124 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. MARTJNVILI-E. LOUISIANA 

hlOTES TO THE FlhlANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

R ev enu es 

Revenues are recorded in the period in which they 
are earned . 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are recorded in the period in which the 
goods or services are received . 

E . BUDGET PRACTICES 

The proposed budget for the year ending June 30, 1995 was 
made available for public inspection at the clerk 's office on 
May i0, 1994 . The proposed budget , prepared on the GAAP 
basis of accounting, was published in the official journal 15 
days before the public hearing. The budget hearing was held 
at the clerk 's office on May 25, 1994. The budget is legally 
adopted and amended , as necessary , by the clerk . Each year, 
when the next years budget is prepared the current budget is 
amended and published along with the proposed budget for the 
next year . A ll appropriations lap se at year end . 

Formal budget integration is not employed as a management 
control device. Budget amounts included in the accompanying 
financial statements include the original adopted budget and 
all subsequent amendments . 

F . ENCI~ BRANCES 

G . 

The clerk of court does not use encumbrance accounting . 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 
AND INVESTMENTS 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits , 
interest-bearing demand deposits, and money market accounts. 
Cash equivalents include amounts in time deposits and those 
investments with eriginal maturities of 90 days or less. 
Under state law , the clerk of court may deposit funds in 
demand deposits, interest-bearing demand deposits, money 
market accounts, or time deposits with state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having their principal 
offJces in Louisiana . 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE EtNANCLAL STATEM ENTS 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a 
self-balancing set: of accounts. On the other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting dev ice designed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liability that 
are not recorded in the funds bef:ause they do not directly 
affect net expendable available financial resources . 

Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two 
categories: governmental (Genera] Fund) and fiduciary 
(agency funds). These funds are described as follows: 

General Fund 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised 
Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of the clerk 
of court and accounts for the operations of the 
clerk 's office . The various fees and charges due to 
the clerk 's office are accounted for in this fund . 
General operating expenditures are paid from this 
fund . 

Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Agency 
Funds account for assets held as an agent for 
others. Agency funds are custodial in nature(assets 
equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement 
of' results of operations. 

[). BA SIS OF ACCOUNTING 

~)asis of accounting refers to when revenues and 
expenditures are recognized in khe accounts and reported in 
the financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the 
timing of the measurements made, regardless of the 
meas.urement focus applied . The governmental funds are 
accounted for using a flow of current financial resources 
measurement focus . The accompanying component unit financial 
statements have been prepared on the GAAP basis of 
accounting . The governmental funds use the follow ing 
practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CL'/'RK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILI_E, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

a. The ability of tile police jury to impose its 
will on that organization and/or 

b . The potential for the organization to provide 
specific financial benefits to or impose 
specific financial burdens on the police 
jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not 
appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 

3 ~ Organizations for which the reporting entity 
financial statements would be misleading if data 
of the organization Js not included because of 
the nature of or significance of the 
relationship . 

Because the police jury's financial statements would be 
misleading if data of the Clerk of Court is not included 
because of the nature or significance of the relationship , 
the clerk of court was determined to be a component unit of 
the St . Martin Parish Police Jury , the financial reporting 
entity . The accompanying financial statements present 
information only on the funds maintained by the clerk of 
court and do not present ~nformation on the police jury, the 
general government services provided by that governmental 
unit , or the other governmental units that comprise the 
financial reportfng entity . 

C . FUND ACCOUNTING 

The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to 
report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial management by segregating 
transactions relating to certain government functions or 
activities. 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. MARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAl_ STATEM ENTS 

INTRODUCT ION 

As provided by Article V , <.~ection 28 of the Louisiana 
Constitution of ]974, the Clerk of Court serves as the 
ex-of ficio notary public ; the recorder of conveyances, 
mortgages , and other acts ; and shall have other duties and 
powers provided by law . The Clerk of Court is elected for a 
term o f four years . 

] Summary of  significant Accounting Policies 

A . BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying general purpose financial statements of 
the st. Martin Parish Clerk of Court have been prepared in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles 
(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
standard-setting body for establishing governmental 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B . REPORTING ENTITY 

As the governing authority of the parish , for reporting 
purposes, the St. Martin Parish Police Jury is the financial 
reporting entity for St. Martin Parish . The financial 
reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government 
(police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary 
government is financially accountable, and (c) other 
organizations for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the primary government are such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity ' s financial 
statements to be m isleading or incomplete . 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 
established criteria for determining which component units 
should be considered part of the St . Martin Parish Police 
Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion 
for including a potential component unit within the reporting 
entity is financial accountabJlity . The GASB has set forth 
criteria to be considered in determining financial 
accountability . This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting maj ority of an 
organization 's governing body , and 

~i':'~"~-:- ';".~!~ ~i-~ ~>~" ','~,~ ~' :< ~' ~.:~,"::~ <~~~:~,'c:'~-.~~:~:~,'~:~"c."~'~, 
=  9 - 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLL:RK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF: REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGE IN FUND 
BALANCE - GENERAL FUND - BUDGET AND ACTUAL (GAAP BASIS) 

FO[{ THE YEAR ENDED JUNE! 30. 1995 

EXPENDITURES 
Current Operating : 
General : 

Salaries 
C1 erk 
Deputies 

Unemployment Benefits 
Insurance Benefits 
Retirement Benefits 
Suppl ies 

Office 
Auto 

Dues & Subscriptions 
Insurance Other 
Postage 
Telephone 
Professional Services 
Equ ipment Repairs & Maint. 
U CC Fees 
Election Expense 
Expense Allowance 
Travel 
Marriage License 
Filing Fees 
Passport/Notary 
Refunds - Fees 
Capital Outlay 

Total expenditures 
Excess of revenues ever(under) 

expenditures 

Actua_i_  

55 ,740 
439 ,890 

570 
112 ,666 
48 ,695 

32 ,325 
1 ,042 
2 ,344 

10 ,368 
15 ,023 
9 ,906 

77 ,411 
30 ,295 
].1 ,989 
2 ,110 
5 ,574 

78 6 
3 ,586 
9 ,903 
1 ,770 

11 ,171 
1 ,300 

Variance 
Ov er 

Budget _(Under l 

55 ,740 
439 ,000 

570 
112 ,500 
48 ,500 

36 ,000 
1 ,250 
2 ,400 

i0 ,000 
15 ,000 
9 ,00 0 

76 ,500 
30 ,000 
11 ,750 
2 ,000 
5 ,574 

750 
3 ,521 
9 ,750 
1 ,770 

1 ,300 

9~_4~ j 64 8~ 875 

4 ,535 

Fund balance at beginning 2
_()~95_6 

- 0- 

20 ,956 

0 
89O 

0 

166 
195 

(3,675) 
( 208) 
( 56) 

368 
23 

906 
911 
295 
239 
ii0 

0 
36 
65 

153 
0 

11 ,171 
0 

3.1 ,589 

4 ,535 

- 0- 

Fund balance at end of year 25,491 20
, 956 4 ,535 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILL|:

, LOUISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES
, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANG E IN FUND 

BALANCE - GENERAL FUN() (Continued) 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30

, 1995 

EXPENDITURES 
Current Operating : 
General :: 

Salaries 
Clerk 
Deputies 

Unemployment Benefits 
Insurance Benefits 
Retirement Benefits 
Supplies 

Office 
Auto 

Dues & Subscriptions 
Insurance Other 
Postage 
Telephone 
Professional Serv ices 
Equipment Repairs & Maint

. 

UCC Fees 
Election Expense 
Exp ense A llowance 
Travel 
Marriage License 
Filing Fees 
Passport~Notary 
Refunds - Fees 
Capital Outlay 

Total expenditures 
Excess of revenues over (under) 

expenditures 

Fund balance at beginning of year 
Fund balance at end of year 

1995 

55 ,740 
4 39 ,890 

570 
]]2 ,666 
48 ,695 

32,325 
] ,042 
2 ,344 

10 ,368 
15 ,023 
9 ,906 

77 ,411 
30 ,295 
11 ,989 
2 ,110 
5 ,574 

786 
3 ,586 
9 ,903 
1 ,770 

i1 ,171 
1 ,300 

$ 884,464 

4 ,535 

20~956 
25 ,491 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of thi
s statem ent 

--  6 - 



$1. M ARTIN PARISH CI_E!RK OF CO URT 
ST. M ARTINVILI_E. LOUISIANA 

STATEM EN r OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANG ES IN FUND 
BALANCE - GENERAL FUND 

F:O R THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30. 1995 

REVENUES 

Licenses and Pe~ nits 
Marriage Licenses 

Charge for Services: 
Recordings 
Cancellations 
Mortgage Certificates 
Copies 
Court Attendance 
Suits & Successions 
Criminal Fees 
Passport/Notary Fees 
~:lection Fees 

Other Rev enue : 
Interest 
Clerk 's Supplement 

Total Revenue 

1995 

7 ,375 

19 1 ,527 
9 ,101 

42 ,860 
41,688 
1 ,09 6 

502 ,566 
69 ,139 
2 ,300 
7 ,37 9 

867 ,656 

4 ,968 
9 ,000 

13 ,968 

888 ,999 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



Account 
G rou~  

General General 
Fixed Assets L-T Debt 

$ 

i~6,559 

$136,559 

136 ,559 

136 ,559 

66 ,501 

66 ,501 

66 ,501 

66 ,501 

$136,559 66,501 

Total 
~Memorandum Onlltl 

199 5 

651 
350 
2 6 

133 
136 

139 
855 
7 19 
002 
559 

$1,298,274 

85 ,790 
1 ,050 ,434 

$1,136,224 

136 ,559 

25 ,491 

162 ,050 

$1,298,274 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

COM BINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUN[) TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP 
JUNE 30. 1995 

Cash (Note 5) 
33nv estments , at cost 
Accounts Receivable 
Other Debits 
Equipment (Note 2) 

Total A ssets 

A _S_ ~_;._~ T. S 

(Note 4) 
(Note 3) 

Governmental 
Fund Type 

General 

$ 8,061 
]0 ,000 
26,719 

44 ,780 

Fiduciary 
Fund Type 

Agency 
Funds 

$ 643,078 
340 ,855 

66 ,501 

$1,050,434 

L I --A --B ! -I-" ! --T ! ~ __S _A_  _N !) F _U N _D E_  Q _U .I_  T Y 

Liabilities : 

Accounts Payable $ 19,289 $ - 
Unsettled Deposits (Note 6) $1

, 050 ,434 C
ompensated Absences 

Total Liabilities 19
,289 2 050,434 

Fund Equity : 
Investment in General Fixed 

A ssets 
Fund Balance : 
Unreserved - Undesignated $ 25

, 491 

Total Fund Equity 25
, 491 

Total Liabilities and Fund 
Equity $ 44

,780 $1,050,434 

T ~e accompany ing notes are 6n integral part o~ this 
statement 



Clerk of Court, St . Martinville, Louisiana . Such information 
has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied Jn the 
audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our 
opinion, is fairly presented Jn all material respects in 
relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as 
a whole . 

In accordance w ith Government _  Audit~ _ Standards~ we have 
also issued a report dated ])ecember 21, 1995, on our 
consideration of the St . Mart~n Parish Clerk of Court 's 
internal control structure and a report dated December 21, 
1995, on its compliance w ith laws and regulations. 

December 21 , ].995 

(except for Note N, as to 
which the date is December 2, 1996) 
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NDEPENDENT AUDITO R'S REPO RT 

IIonorable James A . Theriot 
St . Martin Parish Clerk of Court 
St . Martinvi]le, Louisiana 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
the St . Martin Parish Clerk of Court , St . Martinville, 
Louisiana, a component unit of the St. Martin Parish Police 
Jury ,as of June 30, 1995 and for the year then ended . These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility 
of the Clerk. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on 
th ese genera] purpose financial statements b ased on our 
audit . 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and government auditing standards issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose 
financial statements are free of material m isstatement . An 
audit includes examining , on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosm res in the general purpose 
financial statements. An audit; also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management , as we]] as evaluating the overall general purpose 
financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit 
prov ides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

En our opinion, the general purpose financial statements 
referred to above present fairly , in all material respects, 
the financial p~sition of the St . Martin Parish Clerk of 
Court , St . Martinville, Louisiana, as of June 30, 1995, and 
the results of its operations for the year then ended in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles. 

Our audit was made for the purpose of form ing an opinion on 
the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 
The combining and individual fund financial statements listed 
in the table of contents are presented for purposes of 
additional analysis and are not a requ ired part of the 
ge[~eral pu rpose fJnancJal statements of St . MartJn Par 

b!cmb(~s of Amcdcon In:~lilule of Calilicd Public Accountonls o~d Socicly ol (ouis;,]m] Cedificd Public Accounlonls. 
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A SSETS 
Cash and 

Equ iw ~l ents 
Due From General 

Fund 
Investments , 

at cost 

Total A ssets 

LIABILIT IES 
Unsettled 

deposits 

ST. MARTIN PARISH CI_ERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVII.LE, LO UISIANA 

COM BINING BALANCE SHEP'T - ALL AGENCY FUNDS 
FOR THE YEAR I-'NDED JUNE 30

, 1995 

A DVANCE 
DEPOSIT 

FUNID 

REGISTRY 
OF COURT 

FUN[) TOTAL 

32,950 $ 610,128 $ 643,078 

66 ,501 

100 ,000 

66,501 

240 ,855 340
, 855 

$ 199,451 $ 850,983 $1
, 050 ,434 

$ 199,451 $ 850,983 $1
, 050 ,434 

The accom~an~ n%j~ "-~' -- notes are an integral pa
rt of this statement 

-  26 - 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLE'RK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILI_E, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Contributions to the system include one-fourth of one 
per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by tax rolls of 
each parish . State statute requires covered employees to 
contribute a perce~ntage of their salaries to the System . As 
provided by Louisiana Revised Statute ii:103, the employer 
contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are 
subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for the prior year. 

The following provides certain disclosures for the 
clerk of court and the retirement system that are requ ired by 
GASB Codification Section P20.129: 

Year Ended June 30 , 1995 

St . M~rtin Parish Clerk of Court 
Total current year payroll $495,630 

Total current year covered payroll $489,408 

Contributions: 
Emp loyees 
Emp loyer 

Required By 
Statute Actual 

Per Cent Am ount Per Cent Am ount 

8.25% $ 40,377 
10 .25% 50 ,165 

8 .25% 
10 .25% 

$40,377 
50 ,165 

Total 18 .50% 90 ,542 18 .50% 90 ,542 

Contributions: 
Employees 
Employer 

Actuarially 
Required 

Per Cent Amount 

8 .25% 
11.44% 

$40,377 
55 ,989 

Total 13.07% 96,366 



ST, MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILt.E, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Per cent of employer 's actuarially required 
contribution to all participating employers .6% 

Year Ended June 90 , 1995 

RET IREME NT SYSTEM 

Net A ssets 

Pension benefit obligation 

$89~262,889 

~ 166L~769,560) 

Unfunded pension benefit 
obligation ($77,506,671) 

The pension benefit obligation is presented as of June 30, 
1995 . The pension benefit obligation is a standardized 
measure of the present value of pension benefits, adjusted 
for the effects of projected salary increases and step-rated 
benefits , estimated to be payable in the future as a result 
of employee service to date. The measure, which is the 
actuarial present value of credited projected benefits, is 
intended to help users assess the System 's funding status on 
a going-concern basis, assess progress made in accumulating 
sufficient assets to pay benefits when due, and make 
comparisons among PERS and employers. The System does not 
make separate measurements of assets and pension benefits 
obligations for individual employers. 

Historical trend 'information s;howing the System 's progress in 
accumulating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due is 
presented in the System 's June 30, 1995, comprehensive annual 
financial report. The St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court does 
not guarantee the benefits granted by the System . 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. MARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

7 . POSTRETIREMENT BENEFITS 

The St . Martin Parish Clerk of Court provides certain 
continuing health care and life insurance benefits for 
retired employees . Substantially all of the clerk 's 
employees become eligible for these benefits if they reach 
normal retirement age while working for the clerk of court . 
These benefits fer retirees and similar benefits for active 
employees are prov ided through an insurance company whose 
monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee and the 
clerk of court . The clerk of court recognizes the cost of 
providing these benefits (the clerk's portion) as an 
expenditure when the monthly premiums are paid . 

8 . COMPENSATED ABSENCES 

At June 30, 1995, employees of the clerk of court did 
not; have any accumulated and vested employee leave benefits, 
computed in accordance with GASB Codification Section C60. 

9 . LEA SES 

A t June 30 , 
capital leases. 
office equ ipment 
by the clerk . 

1995, the clerk of court did not have 
The Clerk of court leases an automobile and 
under operating ].eases that can be canceled 

20 - 



ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLE;RK OF COURT 
ST. MARI-INVILLE. LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCII~,L STATEM ENTS 

i0 . CHA NGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

a Summary of' changes in agency fund unsettled deposits 
follows : 

Agency funds : 

Unsettled 
Deposits at 
Beginning 
of Year Additions Reductions 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
at End 
of Year 

Advance Deposit $ 201,887 $ 831,523 $ 833,959 $ 199,451 

Registry of 
Court 1 ,314 ,757 221 ,316 685 ,090 850 ,983 

$1,516,644 $1,052,839 $1,519,049 $1,o50,434 

II . CHAN GES IN GENERA L LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 

At June 30, 1995, the St . Martin Parish Clerk of Court 
had long-term obligations consisting of $66,501 due to the 
Advance Deposit Fund from the General Fund. 

12 . EXCESS FUND BA LANCE 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every 
four years (at the close of the term of office) the clerk of 
court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the 
General Fund 's fund balance that exceeds one-half of the 
revenues of the clerk 's last year of his term of office. At 
June 30, 1995, there was no amount due the parish treasurer 
as th is was not the last year of the clerk 's four-year term 
of office, and no determination of the amount that will be 
due , if any , can be made at this time . 



SUPPLEMENTARY IN FORMA TION 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE. LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

5 . CHANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

Changes in general fixed assets are summarized as 
follows : 

Balance - beginning 

Additions 

Deletions 

Balance -- ending 

6 . PENSION PI~ N 

EQUIPMENT 
1995 

$135,259 

1 ,300 

$136,559 

Substant ially all employees of the St . Martin Parish 
Clerk of court 's office are members of the Louisiana Clerk of 
Court Retirement and Relief Fund System , a multiple-employer 
(cost-sharing) , public employee retirement system (PERS) , 
controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the 
time of original employment and are not drawing retirement 
benefits from any other public retirement system in Louisiana 
are required to participate in the System . Employees who 
retire at or after' age 55 with at: least 12 years of credited 
service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly 
for life, equal to 3 per cent: of their final-average salary 
for each year of 'credited service, not to exceed i00 per cent 
of their final-average salary . Final-average salary is the 
employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined 
months that: produce the highest average. Employees who 
terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not 
w ithdraw their employee contributions may retire at or after 
age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
ter~ination . The System also provides death and disability 
benefits . Benefits are established by state statute. 



FIDUC IARY FUNDS - AG ENCY FUNDS 

A DVA NCE DE PO SIT FUN D 

The Advance Deposit Fund as provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 13:842 accounts for advance deposits on suit

s filed by litigants
. The adw m ces are refundable to the 

litigants after all costs have been paid
. 

REGISTRY OF COURT FUND 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 13:475

, accounts for funds that have been 
ordered by the court to be held until judgement has been 
rendered in court litigation . W ithdrawal of the funds can be 
made only upon order of the court:

. 



ST. MARTIN PARISFt CLERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILLI:-'

, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

13 . RE LA TED-PA RT Y TRAN SA CTIONS 

There were no related-party transactions for th
e year ended June 30

, 1995 . 

14 . LITIGATION AND CLA IMS 

15 . EXPENDITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT NOT INCLUDED I
N THE FINANCIA L STAT

EMENTS 
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ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE, I..O UISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN UNSETTLED DEPOSITS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30

, 1995 

ADVAN CE 
DEPOSIT 

FUND 

REGISTRY 
OF COURT 

FUND 

UNSETTLED DEPQS!T A3  
BEGINNING OF YEAR $ 201 8L~

_87 ~ 3~4,757 
A DDITIONS 
Deposits : 

Suits & Successions 830
,431 

Judgments ]
.70 ,698 

Interest. earnings on 
investments 1

, 092 50
, 618 

Total 

DEDUCT IONS : 
Clerk 's costs 
Settlements to 

litigants 
Sheriff 's fees 
Other reductions 

831,523 

527 ,402 

221 ,316 

137 ,221 685
, 090 

108 ,353 
60 ,983 

TOTAL 

2 ,516~ 644 

830,431 
170 ,698 

51 ,710 

1 ,052 ,839 

527 ,402 

822 ,311 
108 ,353 
60 ,983 

Total Reductions 833
,959 685 ,090 1

, 519 ,049 

QN SETTLE~ D DEPOSITS AT 
END O

_ FF YEAR 199
, 451 850 ,983 1

, 050 ,434 

The accor~panying notes are an integral part 
of this statement 



ST. MARTIN PARISH C,'LERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1995 

STEWARDSHIP t COMPLIANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

Louisiana R .S . ff3:842 states that the Clerk shall distribute 
advanced costs to the clerk 's general fund or ethers as their 
fees accrue. In 1991 the clerk had distributed to the 
general fund $135,000 for costs that the clerk had not yet 
earned . This balance is being repaid by the general fund as 
funds become available. At June 30, 1995, $66,50ff was still 
due to the advanced deposit fund . 
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11817 Bricksome Ave.. Suil~ [ 
~ ton Rouge. Louisiono 70816 

(~4) 292- 2041 
[. [~llon McRigfd, CPA 
J~onetle R. l~cRiont, Chl PA 

R EPO RT O N THE INTERNAl. C O NTRO L STRUCTURE 
IN ACCO RDANC E W ITH G OVE RNM ENT AUDITING STAN DARDS 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
St . Martin Parish Clerk of Court , St . Martinville, Louisiana , 
as of and for the year ended June 30, 1995, and have issued 
our report thereon dated Dece)mber 21, 1995 . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards; and Government Auditin~ Standards issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States . Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. 

The management of the St . Martin Parish Clerk of Court 
St . Martinville, Louisiana, is responsible for establishing 
and maintaining an internal control structure . In fulfilling 
this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management 
are required to assess the expected benefits and related 
costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. 
The objective of an internal control structure are to provide 
management w ith reasonable , but not absolute , assurance that 
assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or 
d is]position , and that transact:ions are executed in accordance 
w ith management 's authorization and recorded properly to 
permit the preparation of component unit financial statements 
in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Because of inherent limitations in any internal control 
structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur 
and not be detected. Also, projections of any evaluation of 
the structure to future periods is: subject to the risk that 
procedures may become inadequate because of changes in 
conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and 
operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 

In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose 
financial statemehts of the St. Martin Parish Clerk of Court 
for the year ended June 30 , 1995, we obtained an 
understanding of %:he internal control structure. With 
respect to the internal control structure , we obtained an 
understanding of the design of relevant policies and 
procedures and whether they have been placed in operation , 
and we assessed control risk in order to determine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion 
on the general purpose financial statements and not to 
provide an opinion on the internal control structure. 
Accordingly , w e do not express such an op in ion . 
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Members of hl~oic0n Inslilule of Cedified Pubtic Ac~ounlonls otl4 So~icly of Louisiono CerIified Publ;c Accounlonls. 



Our consideration of the internal control structure would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control 
structure that might be material weaknesses under standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition 
in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
internal control structure elements does not reduce to a 
relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities 
in amounts that would be material in relation to the 
component unit financial statements being audited may occur 
and not be detected within a timely period by employees in 
the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 
We noted no matters involving the internal control structure 
and its operations that we consider to be material weaknesses 
as defined above. 

Th is report 
managem ent , 
report is a 
not limited . 

is intended for the information of the Clerk , 
and Legislative Auditor 's office . However, this 
matter of public record, and its distribution is 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Dec!ember 21 , 1995 



L Dollon McRighl. CPA 
JeOne~le R. McRkJhl. CPA 

C~t~  ~J~,~ ,~o:~,~J~,~ 
~1~7 ~icbsome Ave.. Suile [ 
~lon Ilouqe. Louisiono 70816 

(5G4) 292-2041 

COM PLIANCE REPORT BASED ON AN AUDIT OF COM PONENT 
UNIT FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN 

ACCORDANCE W ITH GOVFRNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

We have audited the general purpose financial statements of 
St:. Martin Parish Clerk of Court , St . Martinville, Louisiana, 
as of and for the year ended June 30 , 1995 , and have issued 
our report thereon dated December 21, 1995 . 

We conducted our audit in ac:cordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and Government Auditinq Stand~  issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States . Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. 

Compliance with laws, regulations , contracts , and grants 
applicable to the St . Martin Parish Clerk of Court, St . 
Martinville, Louisiana, is the responsibility of the Clerk 's 
management . As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about 
whether the component unit financJal statements are free of 
material laisstatement , we performed tests of the Clerk 's 
compliance with certain prc~ isicns of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to 
provide an opinion on overall compliance with such 
provisions . Accordingly , we do not express such 
an opinion . 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance that: are required to be reported under 
Government Auditin_ g Standards . 

This report is intended for the information of the Clerk, 
Management , and Legislative Auditor 's office . However, this 
report is a matEer of public record , and its distribution is 
not: limited . 

Baton Rouge , Louisiana 
December 21 , 1995 
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ST, MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST, M ARTINVILt.E, LO UISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

2 . CASH AN D INVESTMENTS 

At June 30, 1995, the clerk of court has cash and cash 
equivalents (book balances) totaling $1,079,505 as follows: 

Petty Cash 

Interest-bearing demand deposits 

Money market accounts 

T ime deposits 

Total 

i00 

7 ,961 

- 0- 

993 ,933 

$1,001,954 

These deposits are stated at: cost, which approximates 
market. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting 
bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance 
or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . 
The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent bank . These securities are 
held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a 
holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both 
parties. At June 30, 1995, the clerk has $1,001,994 in 
deposits (col]ected bank balances). These deposits are 
secured from risk by $665,505 of federal deposit insurance 
and $414,000 of pledged securities held by the custodial bank 
in the name of the fiscal agent bank (FASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statue 39:1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being notified 
by the clerk of court that the f~seal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 



ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. MARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

K . LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 

Long-term obligations expected to be financed from the 
General Fund are reported in the general long-term 
obligations account group . Expenditures for principal and 
interest payments for long-term obligations are recognized in 
the General Fund when due . 

L. FUND EQUITY 

R eserv es 

Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not 
appropriable for expenditures or legally segregated for a 
specific purpose . 

Designated Fund Balances 

Designated fund balances represent tentative plans for 
future use of financial resources . 

M . TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS 

Total columns on the statements are captioned Memorandum 
Only to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate 
financial analysis . Data in these columns do not present 
financial position or results of operations in conformity 
with generally accepted accounting principles . Neither is 
such data comparable to a consolidation. 

N . ERROR CORRECTION 

Certain errors, resulting in an overstatement of 
previously reported reported assets and liabilities of the 
Advanced Deposit Fund, were discovered subsequ ent to the 
issuance of the June 30, 1995 audit report . The error did 
not have any effect of the General Fund or the Statement of 
Revenues, Expenditures, and Changes in Fund Balance - General 
Fund . The Statements affecting the Fiduciary Funds have been 
restated for the year ended June 30 , 1995 . These errors have 
no e ffect o f subsequent years statements . 
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ST. M ARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. MARTINVILLE. LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Under state law , the clerk of court may invest in United 
States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. These are 
classified as investments if their original maturities exceed 
90 days ; however if the original maturities are 90 days or 
les;s, they are classified as cash equivalents . 

H . INVENTORY 

Inventories are considered immaterial and are recorded 
at cost and recognized as an expenditure when purchased. 

I . FIXED ASSETS 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time 
purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) 
in the general fixed assets account group . General Fixed 
assets provided by the police jury are not recorded within 
the general fixed assets account group . No depreciation has 
been provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are 
valued at historical cost. 

J . COMPEN SATED ABSENCES 

All full-time employees of the clerk of court's office 
earn vacation leave at a rate of 2 to 5 weeks each year , 
depending upon their length of service. Vacation leave must 
be used in the year earned . Sick leave is earned at a rate 
of one to cne and one-half (lays per month , depending upon 
their length of service . Sick leave and vacation leave must 
be taken in the year in which it is earned . 

The cost of leave privilege~:, computed in accordance 
w ith GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized as a 
current year expenditure in the General Fund when the leave 
is actually taken. The cost of leave privileges not 
requiring current resources is recorded in the general 
long-term debt account group . 



3 . IETVESTME~TS 

ST. MARTIN PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
ST. M ARTINVILLE, LOUISIANA 

I~~)TE5 TO T'dE ?'IhlANCIAL STA3-EM ENTS 

At June 30, 3995, the clerk of court holds investments 
totaling $350,855 as follows: 

Carrying 

Certificate of Deposit ~____35Q~855 

Tota] 

M arket 
Value 

350 ,855 

$ 350,855 $ 350,855 

These investments are stated on the balance sheet at cost . 
The investments are in the name of the clerk and are held at 
the clerk 's office . Because the certificates of deposit are 
in the name of the clerk and are held by the clerk or the 
clerk 's agent , they are considered insured and registered 
Category I, in applying the credit risk of GASB Codification 
Section 150 .]64 . 

4 . RECEIVAI~LES 

The receivables of $26,73.9 at June 30, 1995, are as 
follows : 

Class of Receivable 

Trade Receivable 

Total 

General 
Fund 

$26,719 


