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ST . MARY PAR ISH CLERK O F COURT 
Frank l in , Lou is iana ' 

Notes to the F inanc ia l Statements (Cont inued) 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

a 

b 

The ab ility of the par 
on that organ izat ions 

sh counc i to impose its w 
and/or 

The potent ia l for the organ zat ion to prov ide 
spec if ic f inanc ia l benef its to or impose spec if ic 
f inanc ia l burdens on the par ish counc il. 

Organ izat ions for wh ich the 
appo int a vot ing majority but 
the par ish counc il. 

Or garlizat ions for 
statem ents wou ld 

par ish counc il does no t 
are f isca lly dependent on 

wh ich the report 
be m is lead ing 

ng ent ity 

organ izat ion is not inc luded because 
s ign if icance of the re lat ionsh ip . 

Because the par ish counc il prov 
spec if ic f inanc ia l benef its , 

f data 
of the 

f inanc ia l 
of the 

nature or 

des off ice space and prov ides 
the c lerk of court was 

determ ined to be a component un it of the St . Mary Par ish 
Counc il, the f inanc ia l report ing ent ity . The accompany ing 
f inanc ia l statements present inform at ion on ly on the funds 
ma inta ined by the c lerk of court and do not present informa- 
t ion on the par ish counc il, the genera l governm ent serv ices 
prov ided by that governm enta l un it , or the other governm enta l 
un its that compr ise the f inanc ia l report ing ent ity . 

C . FUND ACCOUNT ING 

The c lerk of court uses funds and account groups to report 
on its f inanc ia l pos it ion and the resu lts of operat ions . 
Fund account ing is des igned to demonstrate lega l comp liance 
and to a id f inanc ia l m anagem ent by segregat ing transact ions 
re lat ing to certa in government funct ions or act iv it ies. 

A fund is a separate account ing ent ity w ith a se lf-ba lanc ing 
set of accounts . An account group , on the other hand , is a 
f inanc ia l report ing dev ice des igned to prov ide accountab #lity 
for certa in assets and liab ilit ies that are not recorded in 
the "funds" because they do not d irect ly affect net expend- 
ab le ava ilab le f inanc ia l resources . Funds of the c lerk of 
court are c lass if ied into two categor ies : governmenta l 
(General Fund) and fiduciary (Agency Fund). These funds are 
descr ibed as fo llows : 



ST . MARY PAR ISH C LERK OF COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

4 . DUE FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTAL UN ITS 

nd iv idua l ba lances due from other governments are as fo llows: 

St. Mary Parish Sheriff (Crim inal Fees) 

5 . C HANG ES IN G ENERAL F IXED ASSETS 

A summary of changes in genera l f ixed assets fo llows 

Ba lance 
Add it 
De let 

Ba lance 
Add it 
De let 

Ba lance 

at Ju ly 
O R S 

o n s 
at June 
O R S 

o n s 

at June 

6 . PENS IO N PLAN 

I, 1994 

30, 1995/July 1, 1995 

30 , 1996 

EQU IPMENT 

$ 204,759 

9 ,905 
194 ,854 

2 ,443 

$ 192,4!.! 

P lan Descr iption. Substant ia lly a ll emp loyees of the St . Mary 
Par ish C lerk of Court are members of the Lou is iana C lerks of 
Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharin9, 
mu lt ip le-emp loyer defined benefit pens ion p lan adm in istered by 
a separate board of trustees . 

A ll regu lar emp loyees who are under the age of 60 at the t ime of 
or ig ina l emp loyment are requ ired to part ic ipate in the System . 
Emp loyees who ret ire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years 
of cred ited serv ice are ent it led to a ret irement benef it , payab le 
month ly for life , equa l to 3 percent of the ir f ina l-average 
sa lary for each year of cred ited serv ice , not to exceed 100 
percent of the ir fina l-average sa lary . F ina l-average sa lary is 
the employee 's average salary over the 36 consecutive or jo ined 
months that produce the h ighest average . Emp loyees who term inate 
w ith at least 12 years of serv ice and do not w ithdraw the ir 
emp loyee contr ibut ions may ret ire at or after age 55 and rece ive 
the benef it accrued to the ir date of term inat ion . The System 
a lso prov ides death and d isab 
estab lished and amended by state 

13 

ity benefits. Benefits are 
statute . 



ST . MARY PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

2 . CASH AND CASH EQU IVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 

At June 30 , 1996, the c lerk equivalents (book balances) tota of court has cash 
ng $1,324,022, as fo 

Petty cash 
Interest-bear ing demand depos its 
T ime depos its 

Tota 

and cash 
Ilows : 

$ 3OO 
1,292 ,197 

3 1,525 

Theses depos its are stated at cost , wh ich approx imates market . 
Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) 
must be secured by federa l depos it insurance or the p ledge of 
secur it ies owned by the f isca l agent bank . The m arket va lue o f 
the p ledged secur it ies p lus the federa l depos it insurance must 
at a ll t imes equa l the amount on depos it w ith the f isca l agent 
bank . These secur it ies are he ld in the name of the p ledg ing 
f isca l agent bank in a ho ld ing or custod ia l bank that is mutua lly 
acceptab le to both part ies . At June 30 , 1996 , the c lerk has 
$1,417,617 in deposits (collected bank balances). These deposits 
are secured from r isk by $829,751 of federa l depos it insurance 
and $947 ,526 of p ledged secur it ies he ld by the custod ia l bank in 
the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the p ledged secur it ies 
uncollateralized (Category 3) under the 
Statement 3 , Lou is iana Rev 
statutory requ irem ent on the 
se ll the p ledged secur it ies w 
the c lerk of court that the 
depos ited funds upon demand . 

3 . RECE IVABLES 

sed Statute 

are cons idered 
prov is ions of GASB 
39:1229 imposes a 

custod ia l bank to advert ise an 
th in 10 days of be ing not if ied b 
f isca l agent has fa iled to pa 

The rece vab les of $241,584 at June 30 , 1996, are as fo llows 

C lass of Rece ivab les 

Accounts 
Accrued nterest 

Tota l Rece ivab les 

Genera l 
_ _ Fund 

$ 34,217 
. 3,16!  

Agency 
Fund Tota l 

$ 204,200 $ 238,417 
__  3 ,167 

$ 37,384 $ 204,200 $ 241,584 
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ST . MARY PAR ISH C LERK OF COURT 
Frank l in , Lou is iana ' 

Notes to the F ina,~cial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

are stated at cost , wh ich approx imates market . The C lerk 's 
investments are t ime depos its wh ich are fu lly secured through 
the p ledge of bank.-owned secur it ies or federa l depos it 
insurance . 

G . F IXED ASSETS 

F ixed assets are recorded as expend itures at the t im e 
purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported) 
in the genera l f ixed assets account group . Genera l f ixed 
assets prov ided by the par ish counc il are not recorded w ith in 
the genera l f ixed assets account group No deprec iat ion has 
been prov ided on genera l f ixed assets . A ll f ixed assets are 
va lued at h istor ica l cost . 

t1. VACAT IO N AND S ICK LEAVE 

Emp loyees of the c lerk of court 's off ce earn 5 to 20 days 
of vacat ion leave each year- depend ing on length of serv ice . 
Vacat ion leave m ust be taken in the year earned . S ick leave 
is granted at the d iscret ion o f the c lerk of court . 

At June 30 , 1996 , the c lerk had no mater ia l accumu lated and 
vested leave benef its , as requ ired to be reported in 
accordance w ith genera lly accepted account ing pr inc ip les . 

DEFERRED REVENUES 

Fees earned at June 30 , 1996 that are not ava ilab le to 
f inance the operat ions of the current per iod are reported as 
deferred revenues . 

J . TOTAL COLUMN ON BALANCE SHEET 

The tota l co lumn on the ba lance sheet is capt ioned Memorandum 
On ly to ind icate that it is presented on ly to fac ilitate 
f inanc ia l ana lys is . Data in th is co lum n does not present 
f inanc ia l pos it ion in conform ity w ith genera lly accepted 
account ing pr inc ip les . Ne ither is such data comparab le to 
a conso lidat ion . Interfund e lim inat ions have not been made 
in the aggregat ion of th is data . 



ST . MARY PAR ISH C LERK O F COURT 
Frank l in , Lou is iana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Genera l Fund 

Tile Genera l Fund , as prov ided by Lou is iana Rev ised 
Statute 13 :78 1, is the pr inc ipa l fund of the c lerk 
of court and is used to account for the operat ions 
of the c lerk 's off ice . The var ious fees and char9es 

A~q e n c y Fund 

n th is 
d from 

The Advance Depos it and Reg istry of Court Agency 
Funds are used to account for assets he ld as an agent 
for others . Agency Funds are custod ia l in 
nature(assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurement of resu lts of operat ions . 

D . BAS IS OF ACCOUNT ING 

Bas is of account ing refers to when revenues and expend itures 
are reco gn ized in the accounts and reported in the f inanc ia l 
statem ents . Bas is o f account ing re lates to the t im ing o f the 
measurements made, regard less of the measurement focus 
app lied . The governmenta l funds are accounted for us ing a 
f low of current f inanc ia l resources m easurem ent focus . The 
accompany ing component un it f inanc ia l statements have been 
prepared on the mod if ied accrua l bas is of account ing . 

Under the mod if ied accrua l bas is of account ing , revenues are 
recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they 
become both measurable and available). "Measurable" means 
the amount of the transact ion can be determ ined and 
" ava ilab le" means co llect ib le w ith in the current per iod or 
soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liab ilit ies of the 
current per iod . The c lerk uses the fo llow ing pract ices in 
record ing revenues and expend itures : 

Revenues 

Fees for cert if ied cop ies , record ing lega l documents, 
and court costs are recorded in the year they are 
earned to the extent ava ilab le to fund current year 
ob ligat ions . 

Interest income on investments is recorded when 
earned . 



 

ST . HARY PAR ISH C LERK OF COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

F IDUC IARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 

Schedu le of Changes in Unsett led Depos it Ba lances , by Funds 
For the years Ended June 30 , 1996 and 1995 

DFPO S IT BALANC ES AT 

ADVANCE REG ISTRY 
DEPOS IT OF COURT 
FUND FUND Tota l 

JULY 1, 1994 $ 460,132 $ 685,181 $1,145,313 

ADD IT IONS : 
Depos its : 

Su its and success ions 
Jud9m ents 

Interest earned- investm ents 
Tota l, add it ions 

Tota 

Sett lements to lit igants 
Sher iff 's fees 
W itnesses, attorneys , 
appra isers , keepers, etc 

Other reduct ions 
Tota l, reduct ions 

DEPO S IT BALANC ES AT 

ADD IT IONS 
Depos its : 

Su its and success ions 
Judgm ents 

Interest earned- investments 
Tota l, add it ions 

Tota 

Sett lements to lit igants 
Sher iff 's fees 
W itnesses , attorneys , 
appra isers , keepers , etc 

Other reduct ions 
Tota l, reduct ions 

DFPO S IT BALANC ES AT 
June 30 1996 

1,006 ,208 - 1,006 ,208 
2 ,625 ,052 2 ,625 ,052 

12 ,954 16 ,752 29 ,706 
1,0 19 ,162 2 ,64 1,804 3 ,660 ,966 

1,479,294 3,326,985 4 ,806,279 

507 ,386 
243 ,222 3 ,O51,473 
139 ,174 

2 ,643 
7 1 ,788 

964,213 3,0~1,473 

507 ,386 
3 ,294 ,695 

139 ,174 

2 ,643 
7 1 ,788 

4 ,0 15 ,686 

515 ,08 1 275 ,512 790 ,593 

1,0 15 ,369 1,0 15 ,369 
223 ,262 223 ,262 

13,437 __  7,047 20 ,484 
1,028 ,806 230,309 1,259,115 

1,543,887 505,821 2,049,708 

5 13 ,957 
3 12 ,3 15 144 ,932 
136 ,832 

6 ,327 
80 ,98 1 

1,050,412 144,932 

5 13 ,957 
457 ,247 
136 ,832 

6 ,327 
80 ,98 1 

1,195 ,344 
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ST . MARY PAR fSH CLERK OF COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana ' 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

Substant ia lly a ll other revenues are recorded when 
rece ived . 

E xpend itures 

Expend itures are genera lly recogn ized under the 
mod if ied accrua l bas is of account ing when the re lated 
fund liab ility is incurred . 

E . BUDG ETARY PRACT IC ES 

The proposed budget for the 1996 f isca l year was m ade 
ava ilab le for pub lic inspect ion at the c lerk 's off ice on June 
26, 1995 . The proposed budget, prepared on the mod if ied 
accrua l bas is of account ing , was pub lished in the off ic ia l 
journal 30 days prior to the public budget hearing. The 
budget hear ing was he ld at the c lerk 's off ice on June 28 , 
1995 and the proposed budget was forma lly adopted on th is 
date . The budget is lega lly adopted and amended , as 
necessary , by the c lerk . Budgets are estab lished and 
controlled by the clerk at the object level of expenditure. 
Encum brance account ing is not recogn ized w ith in the budgetary 
account ing system . 

Appropr iat ions lapse at year-end and must be reappropr iated 
for the fo llow ing year to be expended . Budgeted amounts 
inc luded in the accompany ing financ ia l statements inc lude 
the or ig ina l adopted budget amounts and a ll subsequent 
amendm ents . 

F . CASH AND CASH EQU IVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 

Cash inc ludes amounts in demand depos its , interest bear ing 
demand depos its , and money market accounts . Cash equ iva lents 
inc lude amounts in t ime depos its and those investments w ith 
or ig ina l m atur it ies of 90 days or less . Under state law , the 
c lerk of court may depos it funds in demand depos its , interest 
bear ing demand depos its , money m arket accounts , or t ime 
depos its w ith state banks organ ized under Lou is iana law and 
nat iona l banks hav ing the ir pr inc ipa l off ices i'n Lou is iana . 

Under state law , the c lerk of court may invest in Un ited 
States bonds , treasury notes , or cert if icates . These are 
c lass if ied as investments if the ir or ig ina l matur it ies exceed 
90 days ; however , if the or ig ina l matur it ies are 90 days or 
less , they are c lass if ied as cash equ iva lents . Investments 

10 



ST . MARY PAR ISH C LERK O F .COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

8 . CHANG ES IN AG ENCY FUND BALANC ES 

A summary of changes in agency fund unsett led depos its fo llows 

Unsett led deposits at 
Ju ly 1, 1994 
Add it ions 
Reduct ions 

Unsett led depos its at 
June 30, 1995/Ju ly 1, 1995 
Add it ions 
Reduct ions 

Unsett led depos its at 
June 30 , 1996 

ADVANC E 
DEPO S IT 
FUND 

$ 460,132 
1,0 19 ,162 

REG ISTRY 
OF 

COURT FUND TOTAL 

$ 685,181 
2,64 1,804 

$1,145,313 
3 ,660 ,966 

964,213 3.051.473 4.015.686 

5 15 ,O8 1 
1,028 ,806 

275 ,5 12 
230 ,309 

790 ,593 
1,259 ,115 

. 1,050 ,412 144 .932 1.195 .344 

The Schedule of Changes in Deposit Balances, by Funds (page 19) 
presents add it iona l deta il for the changes in agency fund 
unsett led depos its dur ing the year . 

9 . L IT IGAT ION AND CLA IHS 

There is no lit igat ion pend ing aga inst the c lerk 's off ice at 
June 30 , 1996 . 

10 . EXPEND ITURES OF THE CLERK OF COURT PA ID BY THE PAR ISH COUNC IL 

The c lerk 's off ice is located in the par ish courthouse wh ich is 
owned by the par ish counc il. The par ish counc il prov ides 
ut ilit ies and ma intenance for operat ion of the courthouse . 
These expend itures are not ref lected in the accompany ing 
f inanc ia l statements . 

15 



NTRODUCT IO N 

ST . MARY PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana ' 

Notes to the F inanc ia l Statem ents 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

As prov ided by Art ic le V , Sect ion 28 of the Lou is iana Const itut ion 
of 1974 , the c lerk of court serves as the ex-off ic io notary pub lic , 
the recorder of conveyances , mortgages , and other acts , and has other 
dut ies and powers prov ided by law . The c lerk of court is e lected for 
a four-year term . 

SUMMARY O F S IGN IF ICANT ACCOUNT ING POL IC IES 

A . BAS IS OF PRESENTAT IO N 

The accompany ing genera l purpose f inanc ia l statem ents of the St . 
Mary Par ish C lerk of Court have been prepared in conform ity w ith 
generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governm enta l un its . The Governmenta l Account ing Standards Board 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing 
governmenta l account ing and f inanc ia l report ing pr inc ip les . 

B . REPORT ING ENT ITY 

As the govern ing author ity of the par ish , for report ing 
purposes , the St . Mary Par ish Counc il is the report ing ent ity 
for St . Mary Par ish . The f inanc ia l report ing ent ity cons ists 
of (a) the primary government (parish council), (b) organiza- 
t ions for wh ich the pr imary government is f inanc ia lly 
accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and 
s ign if icance of the ir re lat ionsh ip w ith the pr imary 
government are such that exc lus ion wou ld cause the report ing 
ent ity 's f inanc ia l statements to be m is lead ing or incomp lete . 

Governmenta l Account ing Standards Board Statement No . 14 
estab lished cr iter ia for determ in ing wh ich component un its 
shou ld be cons idered part of the St . Mary Par ish Counc il for 
f inanc ia l report ing purposes . The bas ic cr iter ion for 
inc lud ing a potent ia l component un it w ith in the report ing 
ent ity is f inanc ia l accountab ility . The GASB has set forth 
cr iter ia to be cons idered in determ in ing f inanc ia l 
accountab ility . Th is cr iter ia inc ludes : 

Appo int ing a voting major ity of an organizations's 
govern ing body , and 



ASSETS 

ST . MARY PAR ISH 
Frank lin , 

F IDUC IARY FUNDS 

CLERK OF COURT 
Lou is iana ' 
-  AG ENCY FUNDS 

Comb in in9 Ba lance Sheet 
June 30 . 1996 

Cash and cash equ iva lents 
Rece ivab les 

TOTAL ASSETS 

L IAB IL IT IES 

Due to Genera l Fund 
Unsett le depos its 
Due to lit igants 

TOTAL L IAB IL IT IES 

ADVANC E 
DEPOS IT 

FUND 

REG ISTRY 
O F COURT 

FUND 

$ 520,838 $ 360,889 
204 ,200 

TOTAL 

$ 881,727 
204 ,200 

$ 725,038 $ 360,889 $1,085,927 

$ 231,563 
4 93 ,475 

18 

$ 

360 ~889 

$ 360,889 

$ 231,563 
493 ,4 75 
360 ,889 



ST . MARY PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

Notes to the Financial statements (Continued) 
For the Year Ended June 30 , 1996 

The System issues an annua l pub lic ly ava ilab le f inanc ia l report 
that inc ludes f inanc ia l statements and requ ired supp lementary 
inform at ion for the System . That report may be obta ined by 
wr it in9 to the Lou is iana C lerks of Court Ret irement and Re lief 
Fund, 11745 Br icksome Avenue, Su ite B1, Baton Rouge, Louis iana 
70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Funding Po licy. P lan members are requ ired by state statute to 
contr ibute 8 .25 percent of the i~ annua l covered sa lary and the 
St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court is requ ired to contr ibute at an 
actuar ia lly determ ined rate. The current rate is 11.50 percent 
of annua l covered payro ll. Contr ibut ions to the System a lso 
include one-forth of one percent (one-half of one percent for 
Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax 
ro lls of each par ish . The contr ibut ion requ irements of p lan 
members and the St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court are estab lished 
and may be amended by state statute . As prov ided by Lou is iana 
Rev ised Statute 11:103 , the emp loyer contr ibut ions are determ ined 
by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based 
on the resu lts of the va luat ion for the pr ior f isca l year. The 
St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court 's contr ibut ions to the System for 
the years end ing June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $108,068, 
$100 ,566, and $98,638 , respect ive ly , equa l to the requ ired 
contr ibut ions for each year . 

7 . PO STRET IREM ENT BENEF ITS 

The St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court prov ides certa in cont inu ing 
hea lth care and life insurance benef its for ret ired emp loyees . 
Substant ia lly , a ll of the c lerk 's emp loyees become e lig ib le for 
these benef its if they reach norma l ret irement age wh ile work ing 
for the c lerk of court . These benef its for ret irees and s im ilar 
benef its for act ive emp loyees are prov ided through an insurance 
company whose monthly prem iums are paid jo intly by the employee 
and by the c lerk of court . The c lerk of court recogn izes the 
cost of providing these benefits (the clerk's portion of 
prem iums) as an expenditure when the monthly prem iums are due, 
wh ich was $10 ,129 for 1996. 

14 



 

ST . HARY PAR ISH CLERK OF 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

GOVERNHENTAL FUND TYPE - G ENERAL 

CO UR T 

FUND (SALAR 

Schedu le of Expend itures 
For the Years Ended June 30 , 1996 and 1995 

GENERAL GO VERNMENT - C LERK OF COURT 
Adm in istrat ion : 

Persona { serv ices 
Fr inge benef its 
Operat ing serv ices 
Hater ia ls and other supp lies 
Trave l and other charges 
Cap ita l out lay 
C lerk 's supp lementa l comp . fund 

Tota l, adm in istrat ion 

Record ings and f ilings : 
Persona l ser'v ices 
Fr inge benef its 
Trave l and other charges 

Tota l, record ings and f ilings 

Cr im ina l and c iv il m inutes : 
Persona l services 
Fr inge benef its 
Trave l and other charges 

Tota l, cr im ina l and c iv 

Su its and probate : 
Persona l serv ices 
Fr inge benef its 
Trave l and other charges 

Tota l, su its and probate 

4isce llaneous : 
Persona l serv ices 
Fr inge bene~ its 

Tota l , m isce llaneous 

TOTAL EXPEND IIURES 

June 30 1996 

_ _ __ ~ 679 
_  242 221 

80 ,906 
25 ,570 

225 
1~ 701 

42 ,084 
13 496 

140 ,654 
42 ,638 

9 1 
m inutes 183~ 383 

20 

90 
2_ = _4 1o 

___ _ _ ~ 2 5oo 

167 ,755 
59 ,166 

_ 22~  

47 ,638 
__  24 ,594 

7~2 232 

y) 

June_ 30 ~_ . 1995 

$ 98 ,732 
23 ,435 
70 ,287 
9 ,169 

25 ,952 

12 233 
239 ,808 

78 ,988 
25 ,584 

__  104 ~572 

40 ,3 18 
14 2~Z~65 

__  54~ ~~ 

136 ,4 10 
40 ,332 

50 
176 792 

235 
2 400 

159 ,106 
57 ,343 

215 
2 16 664 

59 ,08 1 
25 463. 

84~ 544_  

.889,5~6 



ndependent Aud itor 's Reports 
by Govern ent Aud it inq Sta 

Requ ired 
dards 

The fo llow ing independent aud itor 's reports on comp liance and 
interna l contro l are presented in comp liance w ith the requ irem ents 
of Government Auditin~ Standards (Standards for Audit of Governmental 
Organ izations, Programs, Activities, and Funct ions), issued by the 
Comptro ller Genera l of the Un ited States and the Lou is iana 
Governm ent a I Aud i t Gu i de 
Cert it"ied Pub lic Accountants 

issued by the Soc iety of Lou is iana 
and the Lou is iana Leg is lat ive Aud itor . 
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MAI~SHAi I W GUFDnY, CPA 
~lCn~i F L CHALN I~ CPA 

G U ID R Y  &  C H A U V IN  
CEF~I IFIED PUBLIC ACCOUN I AN'I S 

A PRO [ E c.SIO NA L A CCO UN 11NG CO RPO I~A'I IO N 

P. O BOX 1028 - 1013 M A;N e lF]EEl 
I F~ANI<LIN. LC)UI~.IANA 70~,313 

318 n7'~ 0272 
3 18 - ~2~ 0200 

Mr M ,,r F~ r,, 
^M ~F,,C^~ ,NS,,,U,t O, 

(F,,.. ,.,~ PU,~t ,r AC,'OUU, ̂ ,~, ,. 
SOC,~IY O, I OUJS,̂ .^ 

~r,~,. ,~O r.U,. ,C ^CCOU~ ,̂ .,~, 

Independent Aud itors ' Report on Comp liance Based on an 
Aud it of Genera l Purpose F inanc ial Statements 

Performed in Accordance w ith Government Aud it ing Standards 

Honorab le C liff 
St . Mary Par ish 
Frank / in, Lou is i 

Dresse l 
C lerk of Court 
a n a 

We have aud ited the genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements of the St . 
Mary Par ish C lerk of Court as of June 30 , 1996, and for each of the 
years in the two year per iod then ended , and have issued our report 
thereon dated November 22 , 1996 . 

We conducted our aud it in accordance w ith genera lly accepted aud it ing 
standards ; Government Aud it in~9_

Standards, issued by the Comptro ller 
Genera l of the Un ited States. Those standards requ ire that we plan 
and perform the aud it to obta in reasonab le assurance about whether 
the f inanc ia l statements are free of mater ia l m isstatement . 

Com p liance w ith laws and regu lat ions app licab le to the St . Mary 
Par ish C lerk of Court is the respons ib ility of the St . Mary Par ish 
C lerk of Court 's management . As part of obta in ing reasonab le assur- 
ance about whether the f inanc ia l statements are free of mater ia l 
m isstatem ent , we perform ed tests of the St . Mary Par ish C lerk of 
Court 's comp liance w ith certa in prov is ions of laws and regu lat ions. 
However, the objective of our audit of the financial statements was 
not to prov ide an op in ion on overa ll comp liance w ith such prov is ions . 
Accord ing ly , we do not express such an op in ion . 

The resu lts of our 
are to be reported 

tests d isc losed no instances of noncomp liance that 
under Government Aud it inq Standards . 

Th is report is intended for the 
Mary Par ish C lerk of Court and 
th is report is a m atter of pub l 
lim ited . 

Frank lin , 
November 

Lou is iana 
22 , 1996 

informat ion of management of the St . 
the Leg is lat ive Aud itor . However, 
c record and its d istr ibut ion is not 
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Independent Aud itor's ' Report on Interna l Contro l 
Structure Based on an Aud it of Genera l Purpose F inanc ia l Statements 

Performed in Accordance W ith Government Aud it ina Standards 

Honorab le C liff 
St . Mary Par ish 
Frank lin , Lou is 

Dresse l 
C lerk of Court 
a n a 

We have aud ited the genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements of the St . 
Mary Par ish C lerk o f Court as o f June 30 , 1996 , and for each of the 
years in the two year per iod then ended , and have issued our report 
thereon dated November 22 , 1996 . 

We have conducted our aud it in accordance w ith genera lly accepted 
aud it ing standards and Government Aud it in# Standards

, issued by the 
Comptro ller G enera l of the Un ited States . Those standards requ ire 
Chat we p lan and perform the aud it to obta in reasonab le assurance 
about whether the genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements are free of 
mater ia l m isstatem ent . 

The m anagem ent of the St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court is respons ib le 
for estab lish ing and ma inta in ing an interna l contro l structure . In 
fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management 
are requ ired to assess the expected benef its and re lated costs of 
internal control structure policies and procedures. ~he objectives 
of an interna l contro l structure are to prov ide management w ith 
reasonab le , but not abso lute , assurance that assets are safeguarded 
aga inst loss from unauthor ized use or d ispos it ion , and that 
transact ions are executed in accordance w ith management 's 
author izat ion and recorded proper ly to perm it the preparat ion of 
f inanc ia l statements in accordance w ith genera lly accepted account ing 
pr inc ip les . Because of inherent lim itat ions in any interna l contro l 
structure , errors or irregu lar it ies may neverthe less occur and not 
be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to 
future periods is subJect to the risk that procedures may become 
inadequate because of changes in cond it ions or that the effect iveness 
of the des ign and operat ion of po lic ies and procedures may 
deter iorate . 

In p lann ing and perform ing our aud it of the genera l purpose f inanc ia l 
statements of the St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court for the two year 
per iod ended June 30 , 1996, we obta ined an understand ing of the 
interna l contro l structure . W ith respect to the interna l contro l 
structure, we obta ined an understand ing of the des ign of re levant 
po lic ies and procedures and whether they have been p laced in 
operat ion , and we assessed contro l r isk in order to determ ine our 
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Honorab le C liff Dresse l 
Report on Interna l Contro l Structure 
Page Two 

aud it ing procedures for the purpose of express ing our op in ion on the 
genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements and not to prov ide an op in ion 
on the interna l contro l structure . Accord ing ly , we do not express 
such an op in ion . 

Our cons iderat ion of the interna l contro l structure wou ld not 
necessar ily d isc lose a ll matters in the interna l contro l structure 
that m ight be mater ia l weaknesses under standards estab lished by the 
Amer ican Inst itute of Cert if ied Pub lic Accountants . A mater ia l 
weakness is a reportab le cond it ion in wh ich the design or operat ion 
of one or more of the interna l contro l structure e lements does not 
reduce to a re lat ive ly low leve l the r isk that errors or 
irregu lar it ies in amounts that wou ld be mater ia l in re lat ion to the 
genera l purpose financ ia l statements be ing aud ited may occur and not 
be detected w ith in a t ime ly per iod by emp loyees in the norma l course 
of perform ing the ir ass igned funct ions . W e noted no matters 
invo lv ing the interna l contro l structure and its operat ion that we 
cons ider to be mater ia l weaknesses as def ined above . 

Th is report is intended for the use of management of the St . Hary 
Par ish C lerk of Court and the Leg is lat ive Aud itor . However , th is 
report is a matter of pub lic record and its d istr ibut ion is not 
lim ited . 

Frank I i n , 
Novem ber 

Lou is iana 
22 , 1996 
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F IDUC IARY FUND TYPE - AG ENCY FUNDS 

ADVANC E DEPO S IT FUND 

The Advance Depos it Fund , as prov ided by Lou is iana Rev ised Statute 
13 :842, is used to account for advance depos its on su its f iled by 
lit igants. The advances are refundab le to the lit igants after a ll 
costs have been pa id . 

REG ISTRY O F COURT FUND 

The Reg istry of Court Fund , as prov ided by Lou is iana Rev ised Statute 
13:475, is used to account for funds ordered by the court to be he ld 
unt il judgement has been rendered in court litigat ion. W ithdrawals 
of the funds can be made on ly upon order of the court . 
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ST . MARY PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERAL FUND (SALARY) 

REVENUES 
Marr iage licenses 
Court costs , fees & charges 
Fees for record ing 
lega l documents 

Fees for cert if ied 
cop ies of docum ents 

Use of money - interest 
earn ings 

M isce llaneous 
TO TAL REVENUES 

EXPEND ITURES 
Genera l Government : 

Persona l serv ices and 
re lat ive benef its 

Operat ing serv ices 
Mater ia ls and supp lies 
Trave l 
Cap ita l out lay 

TOTAL EXPEND ITURES 

EXCESS (DEF IC IENCY ) OF 

FUND BALANC E A] 
BEG INN ING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANC E A 
END OF yEAR 

VAR IANCE 
FAVORABLE 

BUDGET ACTUA4 (UNFAVORABLE) 

$ 7,200 $ 6,169 $ 
607 ,100 605 ,488 

(1,031) 
(1,612) 

213 ,600 236 ,794 23,194 

53 ,400 67 ,432 14 ,032 

15 ,000 33,279 18 ,279 
1,200 , 1,203 3 

897 ,500 950 ,365 52 ,865 

7 768 
82 
9 

29 

137 
130 
823 
448 

10 

(3 

656 
83o) 
103) 
888) 

895 ,373 889 ,538 
_  5 ,835 

2 ,127 60 ,827 58 ,700 

__  50 1,710 50 1,710 

subject to the comments contained in the Independent Auditors' report 
and notes to f inanc ia l statements wh ich are an integra l part hereof 



 

ST . MARY PAR ISH CLERK OF ~OURT 
Frank lin , Lou is iana 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT G ROUPS 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Rece ivab les : 

Acco unts 
Accrued interest 

Due from : 
Advance Depos it Fund 
Other Gov 'l Un its 

Land , bu ild ings and 
equ ipment 

TOTAL A SSETS 

L IAB IL IT IES 
& FUND EQU ITY 

L iab ilit ies : 
Accounts Payab le 
Due to Genera l Fund 
Deferred revenues 
Unsett led depos its 
Due to lit igants 

Tota l L iab ilit ies 

Fund Equ ity : 
Investm ent in gen- 
era l fixed assets 

Fund ba lances : 
Unreserved-. 
undes ignated 

Tota l Fund Equ ity 

TOTAL L IAB IL IT IES 
AND FUND EQU ITY 

Comb ined Ba lance Sheet 
June 30 , 1996 

GOV 'L . 

FUND TYPE 
GENERAL 

FUND 

F IDUC IARY 
FJ #.ND TypE 

AG ENCY 
FUNDS 

ACOT.GRP. 
G ENERAL 
F IXED 

ASSETS 

$ 442,295 $ 881,727 $ 

34 ,2 17 204 ,200 
3 ,167 

23 1,563 
3 ,543 

__ __ __  192,411 

.~. 714~_~7.85 ~  $ 192,411 

$ 1,793 $ - $ 
23 1,563 

150 ,455 

152~ 48 

562 ,537 
562~5537 

493 ,475 
360 ,889 

1,085 ,927 

TOTAL 

(MEMORANDUM 
ONLY) 

$ 1,324,022 

238 ,4 17 
3 ,167 

231,563 
3 ,543 

192 ,4 11 

$ 1,793 
23 1,563 
150 ,455 
493 ,475 
360 ,889 

1,238 .175 

192 ,4 11 192 ,4 11 

19~,411 
562 ,537 
754 ,948 

subject to the comments contained in the Independent Auditors' report 
and notes to financ ia l statements wh ich are an integra l part hereof 
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MICIIrlF I CHAUV~ , (f~A 

Honorab le C liff 
St . Mary Par ish 
Frank lin , Lou is 

G U ID R Y  &  C H A U V IN 
(IER I II lED I'U E~[ IC ACCO UN 1 A N 1S 

A Pl~O I Ef.SIO NA L A (ICO UNTING CO [{PO ~{A I IO N 

P O BOX 1028 1013 M AIN 5~IRI E [ 
I RANKI IN, I eUISIANA 7()5~8 

318 E~28 02 ?2 
I AX 3 1B B2~ 0290 

NDEPENDENT AUD ITO RS ' REPO RT 

Dresse l 
C lerk of Court 
ana 70538 

M E Mr,r:,, C'F 
^M' '"C^~ ,Ns,,,u,r (,, 

or,,,. . ,, ~',,m ,( ^CCOUN ,̂ m ,. 
SOt,, IV o, , OUd~,̂ N^ 

CL,,~ ,, ,r o PU., ,( ^CCOU,,, ̂ m  

We have aud ited the accompany ing genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements 
of the St . Mary Par ish C lerk o f Court , a component un it o f the St . 
Mary Par ish Counc il; as of June 30 , 1996 , and for each of the years 
then ended in the two year per iod . These genera l purpose f inanc ia l 
statements are the respons ib ility of the St . Mary Par ish C lerk of 
Court 's m anagem ent . Our respons ib ility is to express an op in ion on 
these f inanc ia l statem ents based on our aud it . 

We conducted our aud it in accordance w ith genera lly 
standards and Government Aud it ing Standards , 

accepted aud it ing 
issued by the 

Comptro ller Genera l o f the Un ited States . Those standards requ ire 
that we p lan and perform the aud it to obta in reasonab le assurance 
about whether the genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements are free of 
mater ia l m isstatement . An aud it inc ludes exam in ing , on a test bas is , 
ev idence support ing the amounts and d isc losures in the f inanc ia l 
statem ents . An aud it a lso inc ludes assess ing the account ing 
pr inc ip les used and s ign if icant est imates made by management , as we ll 
as eva luat ing the overa ll f inanc ia l statement presentat ion. We 
be lieve that our aud it prov ides a reasonab le bas is for our op in ion . 

In our op in ion , 
above present 
pos it ion of the 
the resu lts of 
conform ity w ith 

the genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements referred to 
fa ir ly , in a ll m ater ia l respects , the f inanc ia l 
St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court at June 30 , 1996 , and 
its operat ions for the two years then ended , in 
genera lly accepted account ing pr inc ip les . 

Our aud it was conducted for the purpose of form ing an op in ion on tt~e 
f inanc ia l statements taken as a who le . The f inanc ia l informat ion 
schedu les listed in the tab le of contents are presented for the 
purpose of add it iona l ana lys is and are not a requ ired part of the 
f inanc ia l statements of the St . Mary Par ish C lerk of Court . Such 
informat ion has been subjected to the aud it ing procedures app lied in 
the aud it of the genera l purpose f inanc ia l statements and , in our 
op in ion , is fa ir ly stated in a ll mater ia l respects in re lat ion to the 
f inanc ia l statements taken as a who le . 

Frank lin , 
November 

Lou is iana 
22 , 1996 
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PART 

PART 

NDEPENDENT AUD ITORS ' REPORT 

COMPONENT UN IT F INANC IAL STATEMENTS 

Comb ined Ba lance Sheet , June 30, 1996 - 
A ll Fund Types and Account Groups 

Comb 
and 
Bas 

Comb ined Statement of Revenues , Expend itures , 
and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget (GAAP 
Basis) and Actual - General Fund 

Notes to F inanc ia l Statements 

PART III. SUPPLEMENTARY INFO RMAT IO N 

PART IV 
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Schedu le of Changes in Depos it Ba lances , by Funds 

Schedu le of Expend itures 
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ndependent Aud itors ' Report on Comp liance 
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Statements performed in accordance w ith 
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Contro l Structure based on an Aud it of Genera 
Purpose F inanc ia l Statements performed in 
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For the Year 

REVENUES 
Marr iage licenses 
Court costs , fees & charges 
Fees for record ing 
lega l documents 

Fees for cert if ied 
cop ies of docum ents 

Use of money - interest 
earn ings 

M isce l raneous 
TOTAL REVENUES 

EXPEND ITURES 
Genera l Government : 

Persona l serv ice and 
re lated benef its 

Operat ing serv ices 
Mater ia ls and supp lies 
Trave l 
Cap ita l out lay 

TOTAL EXPEND ITURES 

EXCESS DLD_EFIC IENCY) OF 
REVENUES OVER EXPEND ITURES 

FUND BALANCE AT 
BEG INN ING O F YEAR 

FUND BALANC E AT 
END O F YEA R 

R ISH C LERK OF 
in , Lou is iana 

YPE -. GENERAL 

venues , Expend 
dget (GAAP Bas 
Ended June 30 

COURT 

FUND (SALARY) 

tures and Changes 
s) and Actual 
1995 

VAR IANC E 
FAVORABLE 

BUDGET ACTUAL (UNFAVORA~  

$ 7,567 $ 6,405 $ 
587,032 596,629 

213 ,72 1 2 14 ,366 

53 ,537 55 ,873 

162 
59 7 

645 

2 ,336 

12,000 27 ,800 15 ,800 
1 162 1,014 (148) - 

875 0 19 _  902,087 27 068 

769 ,534 7 
70 ,749 
6 ,695 

28 ,350 

(1,824 
294 

(2,564 
(176 

875,32_88 _ 879,598 __ __  (4,270) 

(309) 22,489 22,798 

4 79~22 1 479 ,22 1 

SubJect to the comments contained in the Independent Auditors' report 
and notes to financ ia l statements wh ich are an integra l part hereof 


