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resources measurement focus . The agency funds are presented on a 
cash basis . 

Revenues 

Recordings , cancellations , court attendance , crim inal costs , 
et cetera, are recorded in the year they are earned . 

All other revenues are recorded when received . 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability is 
incurred. 

Budqet Practices 

Annually , the Clerk of Court adopts a budget for the General Fund
. The budget is prepared on the modified accrual basis of accountin

g. All appropriations cont
ained in the budget lapse at year end . 



Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 
Notes to the Financial Statements 
As of and For the Years Ended June 30, 1996 and 1995 

The proposed budgets for the 1996 and 1995 fiscal years were made 
available for public inspection at the Clerk 's office on May 25, 
1995 and May 19, 1994, respectively . The proposed budget prepared 
on the modified accrual basis of accounting , was published in the 
official journal i0 days prior to the public hearing. The budget 
hearings were held at the clerk 's office on June i0, 1995 and June 
8, 1994, respectively . 

Cash and Cash Egu ivalent s 

Under state law , the Clerk of Court may deposit funds within a 
fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of 
Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, or the laws of 
the United States. The Clerk may invest in United States bonds, 
treasury notes, or certificates and time deposits of state banks 
organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal 
offices in Louisiana . 

V acation and Sick L eave 

The Clerk of Court 's office has the following policy relating to 
vacation and sick leave: Employees of the Clerk of Court 's office 
earn from one to two weeks of vacation leave each year depending on 
the length of service. Unused vacation leave may not be carried 
forward . In addition, employees earn I0 days of sick leave each 
year which may be carried forward until 30 days are accumulated. 

At June 30, 1996 and 1995, employees of the clerk have accumulated 
and vested $9,063 and $8,032, respectively, all of which is 
recorded in the genera] long term obligations account group . 

Total Columns on Statements 

Only 
itate 
esent 
nting 
ion. 
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C. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

A t June 30 , 1996 and 1995 , the Clerk of Court has cash and cash 
equivalents (book balances) totaling $673,204 and $671,118, 
respectively , as follows: 

1996 1995 

Petty Cash 
Demand Deposits 
Savings Accounts 
Certificate of Deposit 
Interest Bearing Demand Accounts 

Total 

40 
27 ,362 

175 ,210 
75 ,000 

393 ,506 

Bank balances 

Federal 
insura 

Pledged 
(uncol 

deposit 
n c e 

securities 
lateralized) 

Total 

I996 

$ 345,086 

343 ,411 

1995 

$ 377,633 

318 ,263 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized 
under the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 
39:1229 imposes a statutory requirement on the custodial bank to 
advertise and sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being 
notified by the Clerk that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 



 



Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 
l~ot~s to the Pin~noi~l Statements 
A s of and For the Years Ended June 30, 1996 and 1995 

A . THE R EPORT ING ENTITY 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution 
of 1974, the Clerk of Court serves as the ex-officio notary public, 
the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts, and has 
other duties and powers provided by law . The Clerk of Court is 
elected for a four-year term . 

A~ the governing authority of the parish , for reporting purposes, 
tile Assumption Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity 
for Assumption Parish . The financial reporting entity consists of 
the primary government (the police jury), organizations for which 
the primary government is financially accountable, and other 
o1~ganizations for which nature and significance of their 
relationship with the primary government are such that exclusion 
would cause the reporting entity 's financial statements to be 
misleading or incomplete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 14 
established criteria for determining which component units should 
be considered part of the Assumption Parish Police Jury for 
financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential component unit within the reporting entity is financial 
accountability . This criteria includes : 

~ Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing 
body, and imposing its ~ill on the organization, and/or 
receiving financial benefits or burdens from the organization . 

~ Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a 
voting majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

~ Organizations for which the reporting entity financial 
statements would be misleading if data of the organization is 
not included because of the nature or significance of the 
relationship . 

Because the police jury has some control over the Clerk's capital 
budget , and is financially responsible for any deficit of the 
Clerk , should he have one, the Clerk was determined to be a 
component unit of the Assumption Parish Police Jury, the financial 
reporting entity. The accompanying financial statements present 
information only on the funds maintained by the Clerk and do not 
present information on the police jury, the general government 
services provided by that governmental unit, or the other 
governmental units that comprise the financial reporting entity . 
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D . CHANGES IN GENERA L FIXED A SSETS 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets for the years ended 
June 30 , 1996 and 1995 , follows : 

Equipment 

Ba lance 
July i, 

1994 

191,824 $ 1,850 $ -0- $ 193,674 

Total ~ 191,8244 ~  ~ -0- ~ 193,674 

Equipment 

Balance Balance 
July i, June 30, 

1995 Additions Deletions 1996 

$ 193,674 $ 15,103 $ 8,436 $ 200,34~ 

Total ~  $ 15,103 $ 8.436 ~_200,341 

E . PEN SION PLAN 

Substantially all employees of the Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 
are members of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief 
Fund ("System"), a cost sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit 
pension plan controlled and administered by a separate board of 
trustees . 

All regular employees under the age of 60 at the time of original 
employment are required to participate in the System. Employees 
who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credited 
service are entitled to a retirement benefit, payable monthly for 
life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each 
year of credited service not to exceed i00 per cent of their final- 
average salary. Final-average salary is the employee 's average 
salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the 
highest average. Employees who terminate with at least 12 years of 
service and do not withdraw their employee contributions may retire 
at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
termination . The System also provides death and disability 
benefits . Benefits are established by state statute. 

i0 
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The System issues an annual publicly available financial report 
that includes financial statements and required supplementary 
information for the System . That report may be obtained by writing 
to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund, 11745 
Bricksome Avenue, Suite BI, Baton Rouge, LA 70816, or by calling 
(504) 293-1162. 

Plan members are required by state statute to contribute 8.25 
percent of their annual covered salary and the Assumption Parish 
Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially 
determined rate. The current rate is 11.50 percent of annual 
covered payroll. Contributions to the System also include one- 
fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be collectible by the 
tax rolls of each parish . The contribution requirements of plan 
members and the Assumption Parish Clerk of Court are established 
and may be amended by state statute. As provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determined 
by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on 
the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The 
Assumption parish Clerk of Court 's contributions to the System for 
the years ending June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $17,330, 
$14,824, $11,957, respectively, equal to the required contributions 
for each year . 

F . POST RETIREMENT BENEFITS 

The Assumption Parish Clerk of Court provides certain continuing 
health care and life insurance benefits for retired employees. 
Substantially all of the Clerk 's employees become eligible for 
these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working 
for the Clerk of Court . These benefits for retirees are provided 
through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid half 
by the employee and half by the Clerk of Court . For the years 
ended June 30, 1996 and 1995, the Clerk paid $2,808 as its portion 
of retirees insurance for two retired employees. 

G . DEFERR ED COMPENSATION 

ii 
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TZhe Assumption Parish Clerk of Court does assume any liability for 
the funds and does not have any control over the funds once they 
are remitted to the third-party administrator. 

G . CHANGES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

The following is a summary of changes in agency fund unsettled 
deposits for the years ended June 30, 1996 and 1995: 

Advance deposits 
Registry of Court 

Total 

Advance deposits 
Registry of Court 

Total 

Unsettled Unsettled 
Deposits Deposits 
June 30 , June 30 , 

1994 ~ 
Additions Reductions 1995 

$ 283,623 $ 238,913 $ 208,386 $ 314,150 
192 ,470 40 ,152 30j397 202 ,225 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
June 30 , 

1995 

$ 314,150 
202 ,225 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
June 30 , 

Additions Reductions 1996 

$ 257,621 
522,389 

$ 240,509 
555,956 

$ 331,262 
_  168 n658 

516 375 ~  ~  .$ 499,92~  

H . CHANGES IN GENERA L LONG-TERM OBLIGATIONS 

The following is a summary of the long-term obligations 
transactions during the years ended June 30, 1995 and 1996: 

Long-term obligations 
July i, 1994 

Additions 
Deductions 
Long-term obligations 

June 30 , 1995 
Additions 
Deductions 
Long-term obligations 

June 30 , 1996 

payable 

payable 

payable 

12 

Compensated 
Absences 

$ 6,673 
1 ,359 
- 0- 

8 ,032 
1,031 
- 0- 
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I + EXPENSES PA ID BY POLICE JURY 

J . EXCESS FUND BALANCE 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at 
the close of the term of office) the Clerk of Court must pay the 
parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund fund balance that 
exceeds one-half of the revenues of the Clerk 's last year of his 
term of office . Because June 30, 1996, is the last year of the 
Clerk 's four-year term of office, the clerk must pay to the Police 
Jury $11,972, which is the amount by which the General Fund fund 
balance exceeded one half of the revenues for the year ended June 
30, 1996 . 

13 



D EA N A N D D EA N CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
Donald A. Dean, CPA 

David P. Dcan. CPA 

11909 BRICKSOM E AVE., SUITE W  

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70816 

TELEPIIONE: (504) 292-7554 
FAX: (504) 292-7525 

Independent Auditors ' Report on Additional Information 

N ovember 27 , 1996 

Honorable Lawrence E . Bergeron 
Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 

Respectfully 

Dean and Dean , CPA 's 

14 



ASSUMPTION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - 

BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL 
ALL GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES - GENERAL FUND 
FOR THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 AND 1995 

REVENUES 

1998 

Budget Actual 

Licenses  and permits . $ 1,800 
Court costs, fees, and charges 163,600 
Fees for recording legal documents 85,000 
Fees  for certified copies  21,60g 
Use of property and money - Interest 22,350 
Miscellaneous 10.000 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Personal services and 
related  benefits 
M aterials and supplies  
Operatir~g ser~,ices 
Capital outlay 
Travel and other charges  

Total Expenditures  

304.350 

193,386 
19,800 
51,016 
21,000 
16,372 

801,574 

$ 1,910 
166,240 
86,818 
21,710 
19,785 
11.455 

307,918 

194,590 
25,986 
50,654 
15,103 
16,233 

302,566 

Variance- 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

$ 110 
2,640 
1,818 
110 

(2,565) 
1.455 

3,568 

(1,204) 
(6,186) 
362 

5,897 
139 

Statement C 

Budget Actual 

$ 2,000 
151,000 
82,000 
16,500 
15,200 
9.800 

276,500 

185,469 
21,300 
50,316 
2,000 
16.225 

275,310 

$ 1,834 
152,560 
81,027 
16,628 
17,152 
10,415 

279.616 

184,682 
21,435 
50,456 
1,850 
16,934 

275,357 

Variance- 
Favorable 

(Unfavorabl~ 

$ (166) 
1,560 
(973) 
128 

1,952 
615 

3.116 

787 
(135) 
(14o) 
150 

(7O9) 

(47) 

EXCESS (DEFICIT) OF REVENUES 
OVER EXPENDITURES 2,776 5,352 2,576 1,190 4,259 3,069 

FUND BALANCE AT 
BEGINNING OF YEAR 160,579 160,579 

LESS AMOUNT TRANSFERRED 
TO POLICE JURY -0- -O- 

156,320 156,320 

- 0- -0- 

FUND BALANCEAT END OFYEA R $ 163,355 $ 165,931 $ 2,576 $ 157,510 $ 160,579 $ 3,069 

See Accompanying Notes  



Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 
Supplemental Information Schedules 
Fiduciary Funds - Agency Funds 
A s of and For the Years Ended June 30 , 1996 and 1995 

ADVANCE DEPOSIT FUND 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. 
The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have 
been paid . 

R EGISTRY OF COURT FUND 

15 



~ ~,SSUM PTION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 
AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES - 
ALL GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES - GENERAL FUND 
FO R THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30. 1996 AND 1995 

REVENUES 

Licenses and perm its 
Court costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for certified copies 
Use of m oney and property - interest 
M iscellaneous 

Total Revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Personal services and 
related benefits 
Materials and supplies 
Operating services 
Capital outlay 
Travel and other charges 

Total Expenditures 

EXCESS (DEFICIT) OF REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES 

FUND BALA NCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

LESS AMO UNT TRANSFERRED TO POLICE JURY 

FUND BALANCE AT END O F YEAR 

See Accom panying Notes 

Statem ent B 

1996 1995 

$ 1,910 

166,240 
66,818 
21,710 
19,785 
11,455 

307,918 

194,590 
25,986 

50,654 
15,103 
16.233 

302,566 

5.352 

160.579 

- 0- 

$ 1,834 
152,560 
81,027 
16,628 
17,152 
10.415 

279.616 

184,682 
21,435 

50,456 
1,850 
16.934 

275.357 

4,259 

156,320 

- 0- 

$ 165,931 $ 160,579 



Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 
Notes to the Financial Statements 
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B . SUMM AR Y OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The General Fund , as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fund of the Clerk 's office and 
accounts for the operations of the Clerk 's office. The 
various fees and charges due to the Clerk 's office are 
accounted for in this fund . General operating expenditures 
are paid from this fund . 

Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Agency Funds account 
for assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds are 
custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not 
involve measurement of results of operations. 

General Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund operations (general fixed 
assets) are accounted for in the general fixed assets account 
group , rather than in the governmental funds. General fixed assets 
provided by the parish police jury are not recorded within the 
general fixed assets account group . Fixed assets are valued at 
historical cost or estimated historical cost if historical cost is 
not available . No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets . 

The account group is not a fund . 
measurement of financial position 
of results of operations. 

It is concerned only with the 
and does not involve measurement 
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ASSUMPTION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 
SCHEDULE OF CHANGES IN UNSETTLED DEPOSITS 
FOR THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30. 1996 AND 1995 

UNSETFLED DEPOSITS AT 

ADDITIONS 

Advance Depos ll 
Fund 

Registry of Court 
Fund Total 

1996 1995 1996 1995 

$ 314,150 $ 283,623 $ 202,225 $ 

Suits and successions 257,621 238
,913 

Judgments 
Interest 

Total Additions 257.621 

Rt'DUCTIONS 

Clerk's costs 
Settlements to litigants 
Sheriff's fees 
Otlher 

238,913 

516,147 
6,242 

522,389 

1996 1995 

192,470 $ 516,375 $ 

35,657 
4,495 

40,152 

257,621 
516,147 
6,242 

780,010 

476,093 

238,913 
85,657 
4,495 

279.065 

571,771 522,536 724,614 232
,622 1,296,385 755,158 

22,677 
30,781 
34,899 
52.152 

Total Reductions 240,509 

110,681 
31,792 
36,874 
29,039 

208,386 

1,370 
554,586 30,397 

555,966 

END OFYEAR $ 331,262 $ 314.150 $ 168,658 $ 

17 

30,397 

124,047 
585,367 
34,899 
52,152 

796,465 

110,681 
62,189 
36,874 
29,039 

238,783 

202,225 $ 499,920 $ 516,375 



ASSUM PTION PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
FIDUCIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUNDS 
COM BINING BALANCE SHEET 
JUNE 30, 1996 AND 1995 

ASSET S 

Advance Deposit 
Fund 

1996 1995 

Registry of Court 
Fund Total 

1995 1996 1995 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 332
,291 $ 315,532 $ 168,658 $ 202,225 $ 500

,859 
Accounts receivable 2

,084 1,653 2
.()84 

Total Assets $ 334,285 $ 317,185 $ 168,658 $ 

LIABpLITIES 

Urbsettled deposits 
Due to General Fund 

$ 331,262 
3,023 

$ 314,150 
3,035 

$ 517,757 
1,653 

202,225 $ 502,943 $ 519,410 

$ 168,658 $ 202,225 $ 499,920 $ 516
,375 

3,023 3,035 

Total liabilities $ 334,285 $ 317
,185 $ 168,658 $ 202,225 $ 502,943 $ 519

,410 



D EA N  A N D  D EA N  CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
11909 BRICKSOM E AVE., SUITE W l 
BATON RO UGE, LOUISIAN A 70816 

TELEPIIONE: (504) 292-7554 
FAX: (504) 292-7525 

November 27 , 1996 

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ' REPORT 

Honorable Lawrence E . Bergeron 
Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 

Donald A. Dean, CPA 
David P. Dean, CPA 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the 
Assumption Parish Clerk of Court as of June 30, 1996 and 1995 and 
for the years then ended. These financial statements are the 
responsibility of the Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 's 
management . Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
financial statements based on our audit . 

We conducted our audits in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement . An audit 
includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the 
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management , as well as evaluating the overall 
financial statement presentation . We believe that our audits 
provide a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also 
issued a report dated November 27, 1996, on our consideration of 
the Assumption Parish Clerk of Court 's internal control structure 
and a report dated November 27, 1996, on its compliance with laws 
and regulations. 

Dean and Dean , CPA Is 


