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IN DEPEN DEN T A UD ITO R 'S RE PO R T 

To the Honorable David M . Richard, Judge 
City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

W e have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statements and the com bining, 
individual fund and account group finan cial statem ents of the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana, 
a com ponent unit of the City of Thibodaux, Louisiana, as of an d for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1997 as  listed in the financial section of th e table of contents. These general-purpose finan cial 
statem ents are the responsibility of the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisian a's m anagem ent. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general-purpose financial statem ents based on our 
audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordan ce w nh generally accepted audm ng qandar ds an d the stan dar ds 
applicable to finan cial audits contained m Government Audm ng Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller General of th e United States. Those stan dar ds require that we plan  an d perform  the 
audit to obtain reasonable assur an ce about whether th e finan cial statem ents ar e free of m aterial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and 
disclosures in th e finan cial statem ents. An audit also includes as sessing the accounting principles 
used an d significan t estim ates m ade by m an agem ent, as  well as e~al uaung th e overall finan cial 
statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reas onable basis for our opinion. 

In our opinion, the general-purpose finan cial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
material respects, the finan cial position of the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisian a as of December 
31, 1997, an d the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conform ity w ith generally 
accepted accoun ting principles 
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To the Honorable David M . Richard, Judge 
City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 
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In accordance with Government Auditing Standards', we have also issued our report dated 
Jan uary 27, 1998 on our consideration of the City Court of Thibodaux's internal control over 
financial reporting an d our tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, 
contracts and grants. 

Stagni &  Company, LL C 

Thibodaux, Louisian a 
Jan uary 27, 1998 

STAGNI & COMPANY, LLC 
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REVENUES 

Cha~es ~rse~lces 
Coud ~es, fines 
and costs 
Inte~ stearned 

Total revenues 

EXPENDITURES 

Current 
General government - judicial 
Personnel 
Supphes 
Dues 
Meetings and conventions 
Fees 
Other services and charges 
Total expenditures 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues 
Over Expenditures 

Operating transfers in {out 

CITY CO URT O F THIBO DAUX, LO UISIANA 
COMBINED STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES 
GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPES 

As of and for the year ended December 31, 1997 

.CE ~_ (USES~ 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
AND OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
OVER EXPENDITURES AND OTHER 
FINANCING USES 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 
End of year 

Gene~l 
Fund 

$ 38,210 
1.345 

39.555 

984 
976 
376 
250 

5 244 
48 830 

Special 
Revenue 
Funds 

$ 12,378 
2.780 

15.158 

400 
455 
548 

1,248 
228 

2.879 

Statement 

Total 

(Memorandum 
Only) 

$ 50,588 
4.125 

54.713 

29,384 
4,431 
924 

1,498 
228 

15.244 
51.709 

(9,275) 12,279 3,004 

16.000 

6,725 (3,72 

47.543 69.321 
$ 28,503 $ 43,822 $ 72,325 

See notes to financial statements 



City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 

NO TE 1 - SUM M AR Y OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

The City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana was created in 1953 under General 
Legislative authority provided by Article 7, Section 51, of the Louisiana 
Constitution of 1921. In I'~C,0, Louisiana Revised Statutes 13:1951 was passed 

recognizing and continuing the existence of city courts created and established 
pursuant to this authority. The City Court of Thibodan x, Louisiana serves the 
people of the City of Thibodaux, Louisiana and all of W ard 2 of the Parish of 
Lafourche, Louisian a. 

The com ponent unit finan cial statem ents of the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 
has been prepared in conform ity with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 

(GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting 
Stan dards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing 
govern m ental accounting an d financial reporting principles. The m ore significant 
accounting policies of the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana are described below : 

A. Reporting Entity 

City Court of Thibodaux, Louisian a is a com ponent unit of the City of Thibodaux, 

Louisiana as defined by GASB 14. City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana's judges 
an d marshals are independently elected officials. City Court of Thibodaux, 
Louisian a is fiscally dependent on the City of Thibodan x, Louisiana for office space 
an d courtroom s. The substan ce of the relationship between City Court of 
Thibodaux, Louisiana and the City of Thibodaux, Louisiana is that the City of 
Thibodaux, Louisiana has approval authority over its capital budget. 

B. Fund Accounting 

The City Court of Thibodaux, Louisian a uses funds an d account groups to report on 
its financial position and the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed 
to dem onstrate legal com plian ce an d to aid finan cial m anagem ent by segregating 
tran sactions related to certain governm ent functions or activities. 



N O TE 1 - 

City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements, (Continued) 

SUM M A R Y OF SIGNIFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G POLICIES, 

B. Fund Accounting, (Continued) 

(Continued) 

Funds are classified into three categories: governm ental, proprietary, and fiduciary 
Each category, in tuna, i~ divided into separate "fund types". City Court o 
Thibodaux, Louisiana use~ uo~ em m ental and fiduciary funds in its operations. 

Governm ental funds are used to account for all or m ost of a govermnent's general 
activities, including the collection and disbursement of earmarked monies (special 
revenue funds). The general fund is used to account for all activities of the general 
gm  ernm ent not accounted for in som e other fund. 

Fiduciary fu nds are used to accoun t for assets on behalf of outside parties, including 
other governm ents, or on behalf of other fu nds within the governm ent. Agency 
fu nds generally are used to account for assets that the governm ent holds on behalf of 
others as  their agent. 

Account groups are used to establish accounting control and accountability for the 
City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana's general fixed assets and the unm atured 
principal of its general long term debt. 

The general fixed assets ar e not financial resources available for expenditure. The 
unm atured principal of the general long term  debt does not require an appropriation 
or expenditure during the current accounting period. 

These account groups ar e not fu nds and do not reflect available financial resources 
and related liabilities. 



N O TE 1- 

City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements, (Continued) 

SUM M A R Y OF SIGN IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G 

C. Basis of Accounting 

The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is detemlmed by 
its m easurem ent focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resource m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only current 
assets and current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. 

Operating btatements of these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other 
finan cing bources) and decreases (i.e., expenditures an d other finan cing uses) in net 
current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governm ental fund types 
an d agency funds. Under the m odifed accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable 
and available), "M easurable" means the amount of the tran saction can be 
determ ined an d "available" m eans collectible within the current period or soon 
enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the current period. 

Court fees, fines, an d other revenues are recorded when collected. Expenditures are 
recorded when the fund liability is incurred. 

D. Budgets 

City courts ar e not required under state statutes to adopt a budget. The City Court 
of Thibodaux, Louisian a has elected not to prepare an annual budget. 

Encum bran ces represent com m itm ents related to unperform ed contracts for goods 
or services. The City Court of Thibodaux does not use an encum brance system . 

E. Cash and Cash Equivalents 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits as well as short-term investm ents with a 
m aturity date within a year of the date acquired. 



City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements, (Continued) 

N O TE 1 - SUM M AR Y OF  SIGNIF1CAN TA CCO UN TIN G POLICIES, 

F. Short-Term  lnterfund Receivables/Payables 

(Continued) 

During the course of operations transactions occur between individual funds. These 
receivables an d payables are classified as "due to or due from other funds" on the 
balance sheet. 

G . Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (general f/xed assets), are 
capitalized an d accounted for in the General Fixed Assets Account Group, rather 
than  in the governm ental funds. Capital acquisitions ar e reflected as expenditures in 
the governm ental fu nds. All purchased fixed assets are valued at acquisition cost. 
No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. The cost of nom lal 
repair an d m aintenan ce that do not add to the value of th e asset or do not extend 
asset lives are not capitalized. Various assets used by the City Court of Thibodaux

, 

Louisiana are the property of th e City of Thibodaux, Louisian a and are reflected in 
the General Fixed Assets Account Group of the City of Thibodaux

, Louisian a. No 
values of these assets are reflected in the General Fixed Asset Account Group of the 
City Court of Thibodan x, Louisian a. 

H . Com pensated Absences 

Individuals who work at the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana office are prim arily 
employed by the City of Thibodaux, Louisiana. No liability for compensated 
absences is reflected on the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana's financial 
statem ents. Vacation and sick leave do not accum ulate. 



City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements, (Continued) 

N O TE 1 - SUM MA R Y OF  SIGN1FICAN TA CCO UN TIN G POLICIES 

I. Total Colum ns on Com bined Statem ents-O verview 

(Continued) 

The total colum ns on the com bined statem ents are captioned "M em orandum  Only" 
to indicate that they ar e presented only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these 
columns do not present finan cial position or results of operations in conform ity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. Neither is such data com par able to a 
consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been m ade in the aggregation of this 
data. 

At year end, the carrying am ount of the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana's 
deposits was $229,507 and the bank balance was $230,466. Under state law, these 
deposits (or resulting bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance 
or the pledge of secur ities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m ar ket value of the 
pledged securities plus the federal deposit insur an ce must at all tim es equal the 
am oun t on th e deposit with  th e fiscal agent. These secur ities are held in the nam e of 
th e pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually 
acceptable to both parties. The deposits of City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana are 
secured from risk by $157,583 of federal deposit insur an ce an d the balan ce by 
pledged securities at market value of $ 271,237. 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uncollateralized (Category 3) 
un der the provisions of GASB Statement 3, Louisian a Revised Statute 39:1229 
im poses a statutory requirem ent on th e custodial bank to advertise an d sell the 
pledged securities within 10 days of being notified by the City Court of Thibodaux, 
Louisian a that the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem an d. 



City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements, (Continued) 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Balance Additions/ Balance 

12131/96 (Retirements) 12/31/97 
Furniture, Fixtures, 
and Equipment $50,823 $0 $50,823 

Investm ents in General 
Fixed Assets: 

General Fund $48,921 $48,921 
M arshal's Fund 1,681 1,681 
Civil Court Fund 221 221 

Totals [ $50,823 $0 $50,823 

N OTE 4- LITIGA TION AN D CLAIM S 

There is no litigation pending against City Court of Th ibodaux, Louisian a at 
Decem ber 31, 1997. 

N O TE 5 - EM PLO YEE RE TIRE M EN T SYSTEM S 

All individuals who work at City Court of Th ibodaux, Louisiana are paid by the 
City of Thibodaux, Louisiana and are consequently m em bers of the M unicipal 
Em ployees Retirem ent System . GA SB requires certain disclosures for em ployers 
who m aintain retirem ent plan s for their em ployees. All individuals em ployed at the 
City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana ar e com pensated by oth ers who disclose the 
required retirem ent plan  inform ation in their separately issued financial statem ents. 
Th e retirem ent plan  m entioned above is adm inistered an d controlled by a separ ate 
board of trustees. 



N O TE 6- 

City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements, (Continued) 

tDA UX. LO UISIANA N O T 
IN CLUDED IN  TH E FINAN CIA L STA TEM EN TS 

The accom panying financial statem ents do not include certain expenditures of the 
City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana paid out of funds of the City of Thibodaux, 
Louisian a. A portion of the salary of the offi ce staff, utilities, operating supplies, 
building expenses an d certain other m iscellaneous expenses are paid by the City of 

Thibodaux, Louisian a. 



SPECIAL RE VEN UE F UN DS 

CIVIL CO URT FUND - 

M ARSHAL'S FUND - 

The Civil Court Fund is used to account for financial 
resources and expenditures resulting from  civil court 
operations. 

The M arshal's Fund is used to account for financial 
resources and expenditures resulting from operations of the 
M arshal's office. 



C ITY C O URT O F THIBO DA UX, LO UISIA NA 

ASSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 

Due from General Fund 

Total Assets 

COM BINING BALANCE SHEET 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

Decem ber 31. 1997 

Liabilities' 
Accounts Payable and accrued expenses 
Fees Payable 
Bonds and other deposits 

Total liabilities 

Fund balances: 
Unreserved - undesignated 

Total liab~hties and 
fund balances 

Civil 
Court 
Fund 

$155.179 

$155.179 

$ 1,380 
20,002 
112,280 

133.662 

21.517 

$155,179 

See notes to financial statem ents 

Statem ent C 

M arshal's 
Fund Totals 

$ 21,036 
1.269 

$ 22,305 

$ 22.305 

$ 22.305 

$176,215 
1.269 

$177,484 

$ 1,380 
20,002 
112,280 

133.662 

43.822 

$177,484 



REVENUES 

CITY CO URT O F THIBO DA UX, LO UISIA NA 

COM BINING STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES 
AND CHANGES lN FUND BALANCE 

SPEClALREVENUE FUNDS 

Charges for services: 
Court fees, fines and costs 

Interest earned 

Total revenues 

General government - judicia 
Personnel services 
Supplies 
Dues 
Meetings and conventions 
Fees 

Total expenditures 

As of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1997 

Civil 
Court 
Fund 

397 
2,780 

3.177 

273 
225 
248 
228 

1.974 

Statement C-1 

Marshal's 
Fund Totals 

$ 11,981 

11.981 

400 
182 
323 

$ 12,378 
2.780 

15.158 

400 
455 
548 

1,248 
228 

2.879 

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over Expenditures 1,203 11,076 12,279 

Operating transfers in (out) (16,000) (16,000) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES AND 
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES OVER 
EXPENDITURES AND OTHER FINANCING 
USES 1,203 (4,924) (3,721) 

FUND BALANCE 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

20,314 27,229 47.543 

$ 21,517 $ 22,305 

See notes to financial statements 

$ 43,822 



Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not 
involve m easurem ent of results of operations. 

RESTITUTIO N FUN D - 

BO ND FUND - 

The Restitution Fund is used to account for those 
assets placed w ith the City Court of Yhibodaux, 
Louisiana, as an agent for individuals, et cetera and 
are ultim ately transm itted to them . 

The Bond Fund is used to account for those assets 
placed with the City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 
as agent by or on behalf of individuals et cetera. 

Such assets are held until such tim e as their proper 

distribution has been determined (i.e., returned to 
payor or forfeited). 



C ITY CO URT O F THIBO DA UX, LO UISIA NA 

Cash and cash equivalents 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES 

Bonds payable 
Restitution payable 

Total liabilities 

COM BINING BALANCE SHEET 
AGENCY FUNDS 

Decem ber 31. 1997 

Restitution 
Fund 

$ 179 

$ 179 

$ 179 

$ 179 

See notes to financial statements 

14 

Bond 
Fund Total 

$ 12,169 

$ 12.169 

$ 12,169 

$ 12.169 

$ 12,348 

$ 12,348 

$ 12,169 
179 

$ 12,348 



ASSETS 

Cash 

LIABILITIES 

Restitution Payable 

A~SETS 

Cash 

LIABILITIES 

Bonds payable 

C ITY CO URT O F THIBO DA UX, LO UISIA NA 

STATEM ENT O F CHANGES IN ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 

Decem ber31,1997 

RESTITUTIO N FUND 

Batance 
12/31/96 Additions Deletions 

$542 

$542 

$9,065 

$8,601 

BO ND FUND 

$9 428 

$9.322 

Balance 
12/31/96 Additions Deductions 

Statem ent D-1 

Balance 
12/31/97 

$179 

$179 

Balance 
12/31/97 

$13,044 $12,219 $13,094 $12,169 

$13,044 $14,021 $14,896 $12,169 



A N D  

STAGN1 & COMPANY, LLC 



C OM PANY, LLC  

PORT ON CO M PLIAN CE AN D ON IN TERN AL CONTROL OVER FIN AN CIA L 
REPO RTIN G BA SED ON AN A UDIT O F GEN ERA L PURPO SE FIN AN CIA L 

STATEM EN TS PERFORM EDIN ACCORDAN CE W ITH 
GO VERNM EN T A UDITING STANDA RDS 

Honorable David M . Richard, Judge 
City Court of Thibodaux, Louisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents and the com bining, individual fund and 
account group finan ckd statem ents of the City Court of Thibodan x, Louisiana a com ponent unit of 
the City of Ttnbodau\ Lom siana as of and for the year ended Decem ber 31, 1997, an d have issued 
our report th ereon dated January 27, 1998. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally 
accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. 

C om pliance 

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the City Court of Thibodaux's general 
purp ose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, we perform ed tests of its 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants, noncom pliance 
w ith which could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of finan cial statem ent 
am ounts. However, providing an opinion on com pliance with those provisions was not an 

objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The results of our 
tests disclosed no instan ces of noncom pliance that are required to be reported under Government 
Auditing Standards. 

Internal Control O ver Financial Reporting 

In planning and perform ing our audit, we considered the City Court of Thibodaux's internal 
control over finan cial reporting in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purp ose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal 
control over financial reporting. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting 
would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that 
m ight be m aterial weaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or 
operation of one or m ore of the internal control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low 
level the risk that m isstatem ents in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the finan cial 
statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in 
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the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the 
internal control over financial reporting an d its operation that we consider to be m aterial 

weaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagement. However, this report is a m atter of 
public record an d its distribution is not lim ited. 

Stagni &  Company, L L C 

Thibodaux, Louisiana 
Jan ualff 27, 1998 
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$.__  Re~olved [] Yes [] NO [] NoLollgerAppllCable 
$ Received [] Yes [] NO D NoLon qerADDlicable 

Do any findings address nep~ rsm , ethics ~oledion s or related party transactJon s? [] Yes 0 No 
Do any findlngs address vloiation  of bond ~ndenlure coveoants? [] Yes [] NO 
11 SCHEDULE OF PRIOR YEAR FINDINGS/QUESTIONED COSTS (FJnding Caption  and No ) 

Reselved [] Yes [] NO [] No Longer Applicable 
Resolved D Yes D NO [] No Longer Applicable 
Resolved [] Yes [] NO [] No Longer Applicable 
Resolved [] Yes [] No [] No Longer Apphcable 
Resolved [] Yes  [] No [] No Lonoer ADDhcable 
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STAGNI & C OM PANY, LLC  

CITY CO URT O F THIBO DA UX , LO UISIA NA 
Sum m ary Schedule of Findings and Q uestioned Costs 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1997 

A . SUM M A RY O F A UDIT RESULTS 

B 

1. The auditor's report expresses an unqualified opinion on the general- 
purpose financial statem ents, and the com bining individual fund and 
account group financial statem ents of the City Court of Thibodaux, 

Louisiana, a com ponent unit of the City of Thibodaux, Louisiana. 

2. No reportable conditions relating to the audit of the financial statem ents are 
reported in the Report on Com pliance and Internal Control over Financial 
Reporting Based on an A udit of Financial Statem ents in Accordance w ith 
Governm ent A uditing Standards. 

3. No instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial statem ents of the 
City Court of Thibodaux w ere disclosed during the audit. 

4. There w as no m anagem ent letter issued in connection w ith the audit of the 
financial statem ents. 

There w ere no findings relating to the financial statem ents that are required to 
be reported in accordance w ith GA GA S. 

720 CANAL BOULEVARD 
THIBODAUX, LA 70301 

PHONE (504) 447 7226 
FAX (504) 446-3032 

2955 RIDGELAKE DR., #112 
METAIRIE, L~ 70002 

PHONE (504) 832-3610 
FAX (504) 834 6923- 

11 JAMES BLVD., SUITE 23-0 
ST. ROSE, LA 70087 MEMBEP~ AICPA ~ LCPA 

PHONE (504) 468 2258 EMAIL ~tagH@stagm.com 
FAX (504) 464-1473 INTE~NET hHp //www.stagnl.com 



C ITY CO URT O F THIBO DA UX, LO UISIA NA 
Sum m ary Schedule of Prior Year Findings 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1997 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CONTROL AND COM PLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

NO NE 

SECTIO N II - INTERNAL CONTRO L AND COM PLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AW ARDS 

I NOT APPLICABLE I 
ISECTION III - MANAGEMENT LETTER 



C ITY CO URT O F THIBO DA UX, LO UISIA NA 
M anagem ent's Corrective Action Plan 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1997 

SECTION I - INTERNAL CO NTRO L AND COM PLIANCE 
MATERIAL TO THE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

IONE NECESSARY 
SECTION II - INTERNAL CO NTRO L AND COM PLIANCE 

MATERIAL TO FEDERAL AW ARDS 

I NOT APPLICABLE I 


