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BASED O N A N A U DIT O F G ENERA L PURPOSE 

FINA NCIAL STATEM ENTS PERFORM ED IN ACCO RDA NCE W lTII 
GO VERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

To M r. I. G . Oliude, Clerk 
I)ointe Coupec Parish Clerk of Court 
New P, oads, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statements of the Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court, as of 
and for the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued m y report thereon dated Decem ber 23, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards, and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that 1 plan 
and perforln the audit to obta in reasouable assurance about w hether the financial statemenls arc free of 

m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of 
Court is the responsibility of the Clerk's m anagem ent. As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about 
w hether the financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent, I perform ed tests of the D istrict's 

compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. However, the objective of 
m y audit of tile general purpose financial statem ents was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance 
w ith such provisions. Accordingly, 1 do not express such and opinion. 

The results of m y tests disclosed the follow ing instauaces of noncom pliance that are required to be 
reported herein under Governm ent Auditing Standards and that are m aterial to the financial statem ents 
the effects of which have been reported as a liability in the Pointe Coupee l'arish Clerk of Court's 
financial statements. 

Conditioal: At June 30, 1992, the amount due to the parish treasurer for dispositiotl of thc Clerk's Salary 
l:und was $94,801. This amount was not paid at June 30, 1994 and remains unpaid at June 30, 1996. 

Criteria: Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at the close of the term of 
office) the clerk of court must pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance tha 
exceeds one-half of the revenues of the clerk's last term of office. 

l'x)ssiMcatsserJ.ed effect: There is no effect on the financial statements since a liability was recorded at 
June 30, 1992 and remains on the balance sheet at June 30, 1996. 

Rccom m caalatiom  Appropriate action should be taken to resolve this m atter 



 

Poillte Coupec Parish Clerk of Court Schedule 2 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Schedule of Changes in Unsettled Deposits 
Fiduciary Fund Types - Agency Funds 
For the year ending June 30, 1996 

Advance 
Deposit 
l~am d 

Registry of 
Court 

Unsettled Deposits at Beginning of Year $480,927 $1,163,555 $1,644,482 

Additiolhs: 
Suits and Successions 
COIICHFSHS 
I~.onds 
Clerks fees 
Interest earned 
M iscellaneous 

Total Additions 

Reductions: 
Appeal ti~es 
Clerk's fees 
Court reporter fees 
l:iling fees 
Filing fees - 18th Judicial 
Jury venire 
Jury costs 
I~cgal and accounting 
Local sheriffs' costs 
O ther sheriffs' costs 
Office supplies (postage) 
l~,eful~ds 
Representative fees 
Transcription fees 
W itness fees 
M iscellat~eous 

Total Reductions 

U nsettled Deposits at End of Year 

454,298 
0 
0 
0 

15,101 
0 

0 
2,066 

0 
0 

42,296 
0 

454,298 
2,066 

0 
0 

57,398 
0 

469,400 44,362 513,762 

4,557 
205,347 
5,966 
5,483 
20,594 
2,241 
6,692 

0 
44,568 
16,422 

0 
146,012 
8,226 
3,105 
2,605 

2 

471,819 

$478,508 

9 

10,162 

$1,197,755 

4,557 
205,347 
5,966 
5,483 
20,594 
2,241 
6,692 

0 
44,568 
16,422 

0 
155,994 
8,226 
3,105 
2,605 
182 

481.981 

$1,676,263 



TOTA L ASSETS 

ASSETS 

L1A B I LITI ES 

Due to General Fund 
Unsettled Deposits 

TOTA L LIABILI'FIES 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court Schedule 1 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Com bining Balance Sheet 
Fiduciary Fund Types - Agency Funds 

June 30, 1996 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

$478,508 

$478,508 

$193,280 
285,228 

$478,508 

Registry of 
Court 
Fund Total 

$1,197,755 

$1,197,755 

$0 
l, 197,755 

$1,197,755 

$1,676,263 

$1,676,263 

$193,280 
1,482,983 

$1,676,263 



This report is intended for tile information of m anagement and the Legislative Auditor of tile Slate of 
LouisiaHa. This restriction is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report

, which is a m atter of 
public record. 

W . Kathleen Beard 
Certified Public Accountant 
December 23, 1996 



Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

Sununary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

E. Budget Practices 

The budget for tile 1996 fiscal year was legally adopted oil tile cash basis of accounting which is a 
basis other than generally accepted aceountil~g principles. The accom panying Statement of 
Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - Budget and Actual - General and Special 
Revenue Fund Types presents com parisons of the legally adopted budget w ith actual data on a 

budgetary basis (cash basis). Because accounting principles applied for purposes of developing 
data oil a budgetary basis differ significantly from those used to present financial statements in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles, a reconciliation of cash basis data and 
m odified accrual basis data presented in the Com bined Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund Balances - A ll Fund Types and Account G roups follows: 

Excess Revenues over (under) Expenditures - Cash Basis $ 58,02 

GAAI' Basis Adjustments 
Revenues 
Expenditures 

77,268 

(8,627) 

Excess RevemJes over (under) Expenditures - GAAP Basis $ 126,664 

Form al budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device. Budgeted am ouuts 

included in the accom panying financial stalelnents include tile original adopted budget and all 
subsequent am endm ents. All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year. 

17. ]Siictlnlbrauccs 

Encumbrance accounting is not employed by the Clerk 

G . Cash and hw estm ents 

Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest-bearing dem and deposits, and m oney m arket 

aecounts. Under state law, the clerk of court may deposit funds in demand deposits, interest- 
bearing dem and deposits, m oney market accounts or tim e deposits w ith state banks organized 
under l.ouisiana law and national banks having their principal offices in Louisiana. State law also 
allows, investment by the clerk of court in United States bonds, treasury notes, or certificates. 
These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; however, if the 
original m aturities are 90 days or less, tbey are classified as cash. Investm ents are stated al cost. 



 

M ember; 
American lllSlilule of CPAs 
Society of |~uisi~na CPAs 

W . Kalhleen Beard 

Certified Public Accountant 
210 East M ain Street - P. 0 . Box 811 

New Roads, Louisiana 70760 

(504) 638-3111 

IN DEPEN D ENT A UD ITO R'S REt'O RT 

M r. 1. G Olinde, Clerk 
Poinle Coupee l'arish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

I have attdited the accom panying general purpose financial statem ents of the l'ointe Coupee l'arish Clerk of 
Court as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statem enls arc the 
responsibility of the Poiute Coupee Parish Clerk Court managem ent. M y responsibility is to express an 
opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those standards require that 
I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluation 
tile overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. 1 believe that m y audit provides a reasonable 
basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to in tile first paragraph prcsenJ fairly, in all 
material respects, the financial position of the Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court, as of June 30, 1996, and 
the results of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued a report dated Decem ber 23, 1996 on 
m y consideration of Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court's internal control structure and a report dated 

I)ccember 23, 1996 on its compliance with laws and regulations. 

M y audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the financial statem ents taken as a whole. The 
accompanying financial inform ation listed as "Schedules" in the table of contents is presented for purposes of 
additional analysis and is not a required part of the financial statem ents taken as a w hole. Such iuform atiou 

has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the financial statemeuts, and in my 
tl, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in 

W . Kathleen Beard 
Certified Public Accountant 
l)ecem ber 23, 1996 

relation to such statem ents taken as a whole 



GENERA L PUIH~O SE FINAN CIA L STA TEM ENTS 



ASSETS 

l'ointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 
Combined Balance Sheet 

A ll Fund Types and Account Groups 
June 30, 1996 

Cash 
Accounts receivable 
D ue from Advance D eposit Fund 
O ffice equipment 
Vehicles 

TOTA I~ ASSETS 

LIABII.ITIES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
D ue to General Fund 
l)uc to l'oim e Coupee l'arish 
U nsettled Deposits 

Total Liabilities (All Curren0 

Fund Balance: 
Invcslmenl in General Fixed Assets 
Fund Balances - 
Unreserved - undesignated 

Total Fund Equity 

I'OTAI. LIAI?,IIXI'IES AN D 
FUND EQUITY 

Governm ental Fiduciary 
Funds FAIIldS 

Geuera[ 
lklnd 

Agency 
Eunds 

$227,598 $1,676,263 
40,872 0 
193,280 0 

0 0 
0 0 

$461,749 

$5 

182 

301 
0 

542 
0 

187,843 

0 

273,906 

273,906 

$461,749 

$1,676,263 

$0 
193,280 

0 
1,482,983 

1,676,263 

Statem ent A 

Account 
G rm lp_s 
General Totals 
Fixed M em orandum 
A ssets Drily 

$0 
0 
0 

101,035 
15,918 

$116,953 

$o 
0 
0 

$2,254,965 

$5,301 
193,280 
182,542 

1,482,983 

0 1,864,106 

0 116,953 116,953 

0 

0 

$1,676,263 

0 

116,953 

273,906 

390,859 

$116,953 $2,254,965 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these financial statements 



 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court Statement P, 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Governmental Funds 

Year ended June 30, 1996 

R(~VClllles 
Fees, charges and com m issions for services 
Recordings 
Cancellations 
M ortgage certificates 
M arriage licenses 
Certified copies 
Civil suits 
Court attendance 
Crim inal costs 
Xeroxing 
Candidate's qualifying fees 
Clerl,:s' com pensation fund 

Use of m oney and property - interest earned 
M isccllaneous: 
M isce, llaneous revellues 

Total Revenues 

Continued) 

f;eneral l;und 

$165,924 
6,532 
11,610 
2,128 
17,754 

242,918 
2,760 
12,356 
58,859 
1,005 
9,927 
4.205 

273 

536,250 

The accompanying notes are an in tegral part of these financial statem ents 



Expenditures 
G enera~ goverm'nent" 
Ctlrrel~t - 
Salaries - Clerk 
Clerk's allowances 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court Statement B 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Govermnental Funds 

Year ended June 30, 1996 

Salaries - Deputy clerks 
W ages of extra help 
Payroll taxes 
Em ployer's group in surance 
Em ployer's retirem ent expense 
Index ing 
M icrofihn expense 
13inders 
Insurance & bond 
Auto expense 
Tetephone 
O ffice expense - supplies 
O ffice expense - equipm ent m aintenance 
O ffice expense - postage 
Office expense - rent 
M achine rent 
Profcssional fees 
Travel. a~d cotw entions 
Association dues 
Clerks' com pensation fund 
Chattel inortgage filings 
Candidate qualifying fees 
M iscellaneous 

Capital outlays - 
O ffice equl.pm et~t 

Total I!!xpenditures 

Excess Revenues over (under) Expenditures 

Futad Balance, Begiluaing 

I)isposition of clerk's salary fund 

Fund Balance, Endillg 

53,649 
7,465 

176,858 
17.059 

198 
35,801 
24,399 
13,300 
6,818 
I 1,403 
7,192 
793 

3,141 
10,007 
1,225 
5,377 
6OO 

7,105 
4,092 
1,520 
1,582 
6,614 
9,794 

0 
853 

2,741 

409,586 

126,664 

234,983 

(87,741 ) 

$273,906 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these financial statem ents 



 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court Statement C 
New Roads, Louisiana 

General Fund 
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and 

Changes in Fund Balance - Budget and Actual - Cash Basis 
Year ended June 30, 1996 

Revelllles 
Fees, charges and com m issions for services 
Recordings 
Cancellations 
M ortgage certificates 
M arriage licenses 
Certified copies 
Civil fees 
Court altendance 
Crim inal fees 
Xeroxing 
Candidate qualifying fees 

Use of m oney and property - Interest earned 
M isecellaneous: 
Clerks' com pensation fund 
M iscellaneous revenues 

Total Revenues 

Expenditures 
C urrent: 
G eneral governulelll - 
Salaries and related benefits 
Group insurance and retirement contrihutiotls 
Recording costs 
] nsurallce 
O ffice supplies and expense 
A ll others 

Capilal O utlays: 
O ffice Equipment 

Total Expenditures 

Excess Revenues over (under) Expenditures 

Fund Balance, Beginning 

Fund Balance, Ending 

Budget Actual 

$120,000 
7,000 
12,000 
3,000 
15,000 
195,000 
4,000 
14,000 
40,000 

0 
5,000 

3,600 
7,000 

425,600 

275,100 
63,000 
28,000 
8,200 
22,100 
21,100 

0 

417,500 

8,100 

208,287 

$216,387 

$138,270 
6,482 
llJ31 
1,831 
16,084 

206,259 
3,048 
12,450 
54,031 
1,005 
4,205 

3,313 
273 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfa,~orable) 

$18,270 
(518) 
(269) 

(I,169) 
1,084 
11,259 
(952) 

(1,550) 
14,031 
1,005 
(795) 

(287) 
(6,727) 

458,981 33,381 

255,032 
60,399 
31,380 
7,192 
23,363 
21,171 

2,422 

400,959 

58,021 

219,605 

$277,627 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these financial statem ents 

20,068 
2,601 
(3,38(I) 
1,008 

(1,263) 
(71) 

(2,422) 

16,541 

49,921 

11,318 

$61,240 



Introduction 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of court serves as 

the ex-officio notary public; the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has other duties 
and pow ers provided by law . The clerk of court is elected for a four-year term . 

Sum m ary of Significant Accounting Policies 

A . Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying financial statem ents of the Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court have been 

prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental funds. The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted 
sl:andard-setting body for establishing govermnental accounting and financial reporting principlcs 
In M ay of 1990, tile G ASB issued a codification of governmental accounting and financial 
reporting standards. This codification is recognized as generally accepting accounting principles 
for state and local governm ents. 

B. l~'.eportiug Entity 

A s the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Pointe Coupee Parish Police 
Jury is the financial reporting entity for Pointe Coupee Parish. The financial reporting entity 

consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary 
governlnent is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which nature and 
significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause 
the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or incom plete. 

Governm ental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ ining 
which component units should be considered part of the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury for 
financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential com ponent unit w ithin 
tile reporting entity is financial accountability. The G ASB has set forth criteria to be considered in 
deterlnining financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and (a) the ability of tile 
police jury to impose its will on that organization, and/or (b) the potential for the organization 
to provide specific financial benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 



Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 
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Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements 
June 30, 1996 

1. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

C. Fund Accounting (Continued) 

Agency Fuz~ds - The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court Funds account for assets held as an 

agent for others. Agency Funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations. 

The Advance Deposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for 
advance deposits on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refundable to the litigants after 
all costs have been paid. 

The Registry of Court Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for 

funds that have been ordered by the court to be held until judgment has been rendered in cour 
litigation. W ithdrawal of the funds can be m ade only upon order of the court. 

D . Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and 
reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the measurements 
m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. The governm ental funds are accounted lor 
using a flow of current financial resources lneasurem ent focus. The accom panying general 
purpose financial statem ents have been prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting. The 
governmental funds use die follow ing practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Revenues are recognized when they are earned; they include fees for recording, cancellalions, 
m ortgage certificates, certified copies, photo copies, and clerks costs associated w ith civil suits 

Expenditures are reported using the m odified accrual basis of accounting whereby they are 
recognized in the accounting period in which the fund liability is incurred

, if m easurable and 
iuclude salaries, office supplies, capital outlays and other operatit~g expet~ditures. 



M y consideration of tile internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the interna 
control structure that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the Am erican Institute 
of Ccrtified Public Accountauts. A material weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 
one or m ore of tile internal control structure elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk 
that crrors or irregularities in alnounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial 
slatements being audited may occur and not be detected w ithin a timely period by employees in the 
normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. 1 noted no m atters involving the internal control 
structure and its operation that I consider to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of m anagem ent and tile Legislative Auditor of the State of 
Louisiana. This restriction is not intended to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a matter of 
public record. 

W . Kathleen Beard 

Certified Public Accountant 
December 23. 1996 



Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

1. Sumnlary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

II. Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets are recorded as capital expenditures at the tim e purchased and the related assets are 
capitalized in the general fixed assets account group. General fixed assets provided by the parish 

police jury are recorded with the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has bccu 
provided on general fixed assets. All fixed assets are valued at historical cost. Interest has not 
been capitalized. 

I. Compensated Absences 

The clerk of court has the follow illg policy relatiag to vacation and sick leave 

All full-tim e em ployees earn ten days of vacation each year after one year of continuous service 
which noncumulative. Employees are not compensated for unused accrued vacation time upon 
term ination of em ploym ent. 

All full-tim e em ployees earn ten days of sick leave each year, also non-cum ulative. Em ployees 
are not com pensated for accrued sick leave upou term ination of em ploym ent. 

J. Total Colum ns on Statelnents 

Total colum ns on the statem ents are captioned M emorandum O nly to indicate that they are 
prescnted only to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these colum ns do not present financia 
position or results of operations in confornfity w ith generally accepted accounting principles 
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation. 



2. Cash and Investm ents 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

At June 30, 1996, the clerk of court has cash (book balances) totaling $1,903,861with bank balances of 
$1,928,576 detailed as follows: 

Book~Balances Ballk Balances 

lulerest-bearing dem and deposits 

M oney market accounts 
Tim e deposits 

$ 597,610 
1,306,25 I 

_ __  0 
$ 1,903,861 

$ 622,325 
1,306,251 

_  0 
$ 1,928,576 

These deposits are staled at cost, w hich approxim ate m arket. Under state law , these deposits, or resulting 
bank balances, m ust be secured by federal deposit insurance or file pledge of securities ow ned by the 
fiscal agent bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at 
all tim es equal tl~e am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the name of 
the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. 

Cash (bank balances) at June 30, 1996, are secured as follows: 

PAS "',3aLA gent Banks 
Guaranty Regious _P.cgplcs 

Bank Balances $ 245,117 
Less: FDIC coverage 203,971 

L 

41,146 
M atkcl value of 
Collateral Pledged 1,100,000 

Uninstncd and 
U ncollatcralized $ 0 

$ 977,506 
487,265 

490,241 

707,000 1,077,042 

$ o $ o 

$ 1,928,576 
996.655 

$ 931,921 

$ 2,884,042 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uucollateralized (Calegory 3) under the provisions of 
GASB Statem ent 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on the custodial 
bank to advertise and sell the pledged securities w ithin 10 days of being Jlotified by the clerk of court that 

the fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited funds upon demand. 

At Junc 30, 1996 the clerk holds no investments 



3. Receivables 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

Accounts receivable is com prised of am ounts due for recordings, cancellations, m ortgage certificates, 
certified copies, xeroxing, etc. which are billed m onthly by the Clerk. As of June 30, 1996, the amount 
clue was $ 40,872. 

4. lnterfund Receivables and Payables 

Fund 
General 
Advance Deposit 

Rcceieablc 
$ 193,280 

0 

$ 193.280 

5Payable 
$ o 
193,280 

$ 193,280 

These amounts represent clerk's costs charged to crilninal and civil suits which have not been transferred 
at June 313, 1996. Litigants' advance deposits are recorded in the fiduciary funds - Advance Deposit and 
Registry of Court Funds. 

5. Changes in G eneral Fixed Assets 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follows 

Office l~quipm ent 
Vehicles 

Balance 
July I. 1995 Additions 12eletiOll~ 

$ 98,294 $ 
15.918 

2,741 $ 
0 

0 
0 

$ 114,212 $ 2,741 $ 0 

Balance 
Jllll{2 30: 1~  

$ 101,035 
15,918 

$ 116,953 



6. I'cnsion Plan 

l'ointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

Substantially all em ployees of tile Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court are m em bers of tile Louisiana 

Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public 
employee retirement system (I'ERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. 

All regular employees w ho are under tile age of 60 at tile tim e of original em ploym eut are required to 
participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of credited 
service are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their fiual- 
avcrage salary for each year credited service, not to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is tile elnployee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that 
produce ~he highest average. Em ployees w ho term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do not 
w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive tile benefit accrued to 
their date of term ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established 
by state statute. 

Contributions to tile System include one-fourth of one per cent of tile taxes show n to be collectible by the 
tax rolls of each parish. Slate statute requires covered employees to contribute a percentagc of their 
salaries to the System . As provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the em ployer's contributions 

arc determined by actuarial valuation and are subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for the prior fiscal year. 

The follow ing provided certain disclosures for the clerk of court and the retirem ent system tha| are 
required by GASB Codification Section P20.129: 

Pointe COul)ee Parish C lerk of Court 

Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Total current year payroll 

Total current year covered payroll( including DROP payroll of $52,722) 

Contributions 
Em ployees 
Em ployer 

RequiteslA~ tatme 
Per Cent Am oalnt 

8.25 % $ 13,159 

Per~2ent Amount 

8.25 % 
11.50% 

$ 13,155 
24:49~ 

$ 230,508 
$ 212,170 

Actuarially Requited 
~  C.cnt A m ount 

8.25% 
L0~ 9_7ffo 

Totals 19.75% $ 37,559 19.75% $ 37,555 19.22% 

$ 13,159 
. 23.275 

$ 36,434 



6. Pension l'lan (Continued) 

Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

Per cent to total actuarially required 
com ributiou of all participating 
em ployers and em ployees 

Retirem ent System  

Net Assets 
I'ensiou benefit obligation 

Year Ended June 30, 1996 

Unfuudcd pension benefit obligation 

$ 112,216,664 
( 179,297,050) 

($ 67,080,386) 

.432% 

The pension benefit obligation is a standardized measure of tire present value of pension benefits, adjusted 
for the effects of projected salary increases and step-rated benefits, estimated to be payable in the future 
as a result of em ployee service to date. The m easure, which is the actuarial present value of credited 

projected benefits, is intended to help users assess the System's funding status on a going-concern basis, 
assess progress m ade in accum ulating suff icient assets to pay benefits w hen due, and m ake com parisons 
am ong PERS and em ployers. The System does not m ake separate m easurem ents of assets and pension 
benefit obligations for individual em ployers. 

l listorical trend iuform atiou show ing the System 's progress in accum ulatiou sufficient assets to pay 
benefits when due is presented in the System 's June 30, 1996, com prehensive annual financial report 
The Poinle Coupee Parish Clerk of Court does not guarantee the benefits granted by the System . 

7. O ther" Post Em ploym ent Benefits 

The clerk of courl provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits for retired 
em ployees. Substantially all of the clerk's em ployees becom e eligible for the benefits if they reach 
norm al retirem ent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits lor active em ployees are provided through an insurance com pany whose m ontldy prem ium s are 

paid jointly by the employee and by the clerk of court. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of 
providing these benefits (the clerk's portion of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums 
are due, which for 1996 was $ 3,880. 



8. Com pensated Absences 

Poime Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

At June 30, 1996, no liability for com pensated absences has been recorded since unused leave is 
iloncuululative. 

9. Leases 

The cleric of court leases office equipm ent under various operating leases. Aggregate rentals on 

operating, leases for the year ended June 30, 1996 amounted to $ 7,105. M inimum annual lease 
i)aylncnts uuder uoncancclable three year operating leases on two copy m achines are as follows 

Fiscal Year 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 

Tota 

10. Litigation and C laim s 

t~mp~xaa 
$ 4,500 

4,500 

I  4,500 
$ 13,500 

At June 30, 1996, there is no pending litigation against tile clerk of court 

11. Expenditures of the C lerk of Court Paid by the Parish Police Jury 

Louisiana R.S. 13:784 provides that upon request of tile Clerk, tile police jury shall provide him with all 
necessary office furniture, equipment, and records aud books. During the current year and thc preceding 

four years, the Clerk has not requested that the police jury purclmse any office furuiture, equipment, and 
records and books for his office. A ll necessary office expenses purchased during this tim e, and during 
Ihe year ending June 30, 1996 were paid by the Clerk's Salary Fund. 

12. Excess Fund Balance (Due to Pointe Coupee Parish) 

Louisiana Revised Statute 13:785 requires that every four years (at tile close of tile term of office) the 
clerk of court m ust pay the parish treasurer the portion of the General Fund's fund balance that exceeds 
one-half of the revenues of the clerk's last year of his term of office. For the Clerk's 1992 - 1996 term 
$87,741was due the parish treasurer. As of June 30, 1996, the amount due of $94,801, for the Clerk's 
previous term (1988 - 92) had not been paid, therefore, the total amount due the police jury at Juac 30, 
1996 for both terms is $182.542. 



SUPI~LEM ENTAL INFORM ATION 



 

W . Kathleen Beard 

Certified Public Accountant 
210 East M ain Street - P. O . Box 811 

N ew Roads, Louisiana 70760 

(504) 638-3111 

INDEPEN DENT A UD ITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNA L CON TROL 
STRUCTURE BA SED ON AN A UDIT OF GENERA L PURPO SE FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS 

I'ERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITH 
G O VERNM EN T A UDI77NG STANDARD S 

To M r. 1. G . O linde, Clerk 
l'ointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
New Roads. Louisiana 

I have audited tile general purpose financial statem ents of the Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court, for 
the year ended June 30, 1996, and have issued nay report thereon dated Decem ber 23, 1996. 

I have conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards, and Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States. Those standards require tha 
I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial 
statemenls are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagement of l'ointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court is responsible for establishing and m aintaining 

an interlral control structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management arc 
required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and 

procedures. The objectives of all internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, 
but not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss for unauthorized use or disposition, 

and that transactions arc executed in accordance w ith m auagem ent's authorization and recorded properly 
to perm it the preparation of general purpose financial statem ents ill accordance w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or 

irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the 
structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of 
changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and procedures may 
deteriorate. 

In planning and perform ing m y audit of tile financial statem ents of tile Pointe Coupee l'arish Clerk of 
Court, for the year ended June 30, 1996, I obtained all understanding of its internal control structure. 
W ith respec t to the internal control structure, 1 obtained an understanding of the design of relevant 
policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and 1 assessed control risk in 
order to determ ine m y auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the general 
purpose financial statem ents and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly 
1 do not express such an opinion. 



Pointe Coupee Parish Clerk of Court 
N ew Roads, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statem ents 
June 30, 1996 

I. Smmnary of Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

B. Reporting Entity (Continued) 

3. O rganizations for w hich the reporting entity financial statem ents would be m isleading if da|a of 
the organization is not included because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury does not finance any of the activities of the clerk of court, ahhough 
allowed to do so by Louisiana law , the clerk of court is financially independent of the parish 

police jury and, therefore, was determined not to be a component unit of the Poiut.e Coupee Parish 
Police Jury. The accom panying financial statem ents present inform ation only on the funds 
maintained by the clerk of court. As an independently-elected parish official, the clerk of court is 
solely respollsible for the operations of his office, which include the hiring and retention of 
employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement 
of funds. 

C . l(:und Accounting 

The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results 
of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid 
financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain govermnent functious or 
~.ctivities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. O n Ille other hand, an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountabilily for cerlain asscls 
and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. 

Funds of the clerk of court are classified into two categories: governmental (General Fund) and 
fiduciary (Agency Funds). These funds are described as follows: 

General Fund - 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:781, is the principal fund of the 
clerk of court and accounts for the operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges 
due to the clerk's office are accounted for in this fund. General operation expenditures are paid 
from this fund. 


