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Independent A uditor's R epor! 

H ON ORA BLE O . L. "SO N N Y " STON E 
D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield. Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the D cSoto Parish Clerk of 
Courl, a com ponenl unit of the DeSolo Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1996, and 
for the year Ihen ended, as listed in the lable of contents. These general puq)osc 
financial statem ents are the responsibility of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Courl's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on lhesc general puq)ose 
financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing slan(lards and 

(;ovelTtm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited 
Slates. Those slanda~xls require lhal I plan and perform 'the audil lo oblain rcasonablc 
assurance aboul whether lhe general purpose financial slatem ents are free of m aterial 
m isslatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a tesl basis, evidence SUl)porling Ihe 
am ounts and disclosures in the general puq>ose financial slalem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates ma(Ic by 
m a~lagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall financial statelnent i)rescnlatioll, l 
believe that nay audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general l)urpose financial statem ents relcrrc,(l Io above ])resclll 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of 

Cour{ as of June 30, 1996, and the results of its operations for the year lhen ended in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 
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D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Indcl)endenl Audilor's Report, 
June 30, 1996 

M y attdil was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on lhe general purpose financial slaletnenls 
lakcn as a whole. The SUl)l)lem enlal inform alion schedules listexl in the table of contents are l)rcsenled 
fol" Ihe i)urpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the getleral i)url)ose financial 

slalemenls of lhe DeSolo Parish Clerk of Courl. Such information has been subjecle~l 1o the audiling 
procedures applied in the audit of the general l)Uq)ose financial statements and, in m y opinion, is fairly 
presenle*l in all m aterial respects in relalion to the general purpose financial statem ents taken as a whole. 

]n accordance w ilh (;overt~m ent Auditing Standards, I have also issued reporls daled Augusl 16, 1996, 
on lhe D eSolo Parish Clerk of CotJYl's conlpliance w ilh law s, regulalions, and contracls, and m y 
consideralion of the agency's internal control structure. 

Augusl 16, 1996 



 



 

DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, l_xm isiana 

ALL FUN D TYPES AN D A CCOUN T GROUPS 

A SSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables 
D ue fi'om Advance Deposit Fund 
O ffice fim lishings and equipnlenl 

TO TA L A SSETS 

Com bined Balance Sheet, June 3(I. 1996 

L1ABII.ITIES AND I~q2NI) EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
D ue to General Fund 
U nsettled balances due to others 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equity: 

Investm enl in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - unreserved - 
undesignated 
Total Fund F~luity 

AC(~O UNT 
GOVERNM ENTAL FII)UCIARY GROUP - 
FJ IND TYPE - FUND TYPE - GENERAL 
GENERAL AGENCY FIXED 
FUNI) FUNDS ASSETS 

$58,548 
17,779 
2,139 

$1,864 

$288.73(I 

$288,730 

$2,139 
286.591 

$292,348 

$292,348 

1,864 288,730 N ON E 

76.602 

Statem ent A 

TOTAl, 

(M EM ORANDUM 
ONI,Y) 

$347,278 
17,779 
2,139 

292 348 

St 
2 

286 
29(I 

864 
139 
591 
594 

$292,348 292,348 

76,602 N ON E 292,348 
76,6(12 
368,950 

TOTAL LIABILITIES  

AND FUND EQUITY $78,466 $288,73(I $292,348 
I $659,544 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 



 

DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

GOVERN M ENTAL FUN D TYPE - GEN ERA L FUN D 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditu res, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

RFV ENU ES 
Licenses and lYerm its - nlarriage licenses 
lntergovernnm ntal revenues - state flmds - 

clerk's supplem ental com pensation 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services: 
Courl costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal docum ents 
Fees for cerlified copies of docum ents 

U se of copier 
U se of m oney and prolm rly - interest earnings 

O ther 
Total revenues 

EXPEN I)ITURES 
Genc, ral government - judicial: 

Cl.I rrent 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 

M aterials and SUl)plies 
Travel and olher charges 

D ebt service 

Capilal outlay 
Total expenditures 

EX('I']SS (l)eficiency) OF REVENUES 
O V ER EXPEN 1)ITUR ES 

FUN I) BA LAN CE AT BEG INN IN G O F TIlE YEAR 

FUN1) BALAN CE A T END O F TH E YEAR 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

BUDGET ACTUA 

$2,2(1(I $2,288 

9,000 9,927 

2(10,900 
166,000 
33,970 
41,000 
4,30(I 
24,000 
481,370 

34(I,440 
9(I,000 
20,00(I 
13,000 

800 
29,000 
493.240 

0 1,~7o) 

52.986 

210,926 
168,336 
27,272 
41,693 
4,577 

.
23,933 
488,952 

334,094 
81,956 
16,672 
9,150 
731 

22,733 
465.336 

23,616 

52.986 

Stntem en! B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORAB1.F 

(UNFAVORABIJi) 

$88 

927 

10,026 
2,336 

((7,698) 
693 
277 

(67) 
7.582 

6,346 
8,044 
3,328 
3,85(I 

69 
6.267 
27.904 

35,4gb 

$41,116 $76,6(12__ $35,486 



DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 

M ansfield, Louisiana 

N oles to the Financial Stalem ents 
A s of and For tile Year Ended June 30. 1996 

SUM M ARY O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided by A rticle V , Seclion 28 of Ihe Louisiana Collslihllioll of 1974
, the clerk of com a 

serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and other acts
, and shall 

have other duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of coull is elected for a term of four years. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

As lhe govern ing authority of tile parish, for reporting puq)oses, Ihe D eSoto Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporling entity for D eSoto Parish. The financial reporting 

entity consists of (a) tile primary govermnenl (police jury), (b) organizalions for which 
prim ary govern m ent is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the 
nalure and significance of Iheir relationship with the prim ary govenuncnl are such thai 
exclusion would cause the reporling enlity's financial statem ents 1o be m isleading or 
incom plele. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which com ponellt unils should be considered part of the D cSoto 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting pro'poses. The basic criterion for including a 
polential com ponent unit within lhe reporling em ily is financial responsibilily. The GA SB 
has set forth criteria lo be considerexl in delennining financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body 
and: 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will oll 
tha! organization and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to o1" im pose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority bul are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 
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DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes Io the Financial Statements (Continued) 

O rganizations for which the reporfing entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of the nature or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the 
clerk of coral's office is located  and provides partial funding for equipm ent, fim fiture and 
supplies of the clerk of coort's office, the clerk of court was determ ined to be a com ponent 
unit of the D eSoto Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying 
financial statem ents present information only on the funds m aintained by the clerk of coma 

and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services 
provided by thai govern m ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the 
financial reporting entity. 

B. FUND ACCOU NTIN G 

The clerk of court uses flmds and account groups to report on its financial position 
and the results of its operations. Fund aee otmting is designcxl to dem onstrate legal 
con~pliance and to aid financial m anagelnent by segregating transactions related to cerlain 
governm ent ftmctions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accomlls thai 

com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial repolling device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixexl assets and general long-term obligations) that 
are not rec orded  in the "fimds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are cxmcerned only with the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not w ith the nre asurem ent of results of operations. 

Funds are classified into three categories; govern m ental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "fund types". Governm ental funds arc 
tlsed  to accotm t for ~ government's general ac0vities, where the foctls of altenlion is ot~ 
the providing of services to the public as opposext to proprietary funds where the ft+eus of 
altenlion is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or olher agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fnnds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of cout+t's current operations require the use of only governm ental 
and fiduciary funds. The governm ental and fiduciary fnnd types used by the clerk are 
described as follows: 

-8- 



D ESO TO PA RISH CLERK O F CO U RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes Io tile Financial Statements (Contiluled) 

G overnm ental Fund Type - G eneral l~and 

The General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is the principal fired of tile clerk of court and is used to account for 
lbe operations of the clerk's office. The various fees and charges due to the 
clerk's office are accounted for in this fire d. General operating 
expenditures are paid from this fire d. 

Fiduciary Funds - Agency Funds 

The Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency fim ds are used 
to account for assets held as an agent for others. Agency funds are 

custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement 
of results of operations. 

C . FIX EI) A SSETS AN]) LO N G -TERM  O BLI(~ATIO N S 

Fixed assets used in govermnental fired type Ol)erations (general fixed assets) are 
accotlntezl for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Ftmd. 

General fixext assets provided by the parish poliee jury are recorded in the general fixed 
assets accoura group. A pproxim ately 5 per cent of fixed assets are valued at estim ated 
historical costs based on the actual cosls of like item s while the rcm aining 95 per cent are 
based on actual historical costs. No del)reciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. 

Lt.)ng-lenn obligations, such as instalhnent t)urchases and capital leases payable are 
recognized as a liability of a governm ental fire d only when due. The rem aining pol'lion 
of such obligations is reporled in the general long-term obligations account groul). 

l). BA SIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

The financial reporting treatm ent appliexl to a fired is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial 

resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focus, only Ctll'l'el-ll assets al'ld 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

these ftmds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

9 



D ESO TO PA RISH CLERK O F CO U RT 

M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Notes to the Financial Statemenls (Continued) 

Tile m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporling all govern m ental and 
fiduciary fire d types. U nder the m odifiext accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determine~l and 
"available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be 
usezl to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of coma uses the following practices 
in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

R evenue.,~ 

Recordings, cancellations, COUll attendance, crim inal costs, and 
other fees, charges and com m issiotls for services, are recordeA in the year 
in which they are earn(xl. 

Interest income on tim e deposits is recorded when the lim e deposits 
have m alurexl and the incom e is available. 

Subslanlially all other revenues arc recognizexl w hen received by the 

clerk of courl. 

Based on tile above criteria, recordings, callcellations, COtlrl 
attendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and com m issions for 
services are treated as susceptible to accnlal. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrua 
basis of accounting when the related fire d liability is incurred. 

BUD G ET PR ACTICES 

A proposexl budget, prepared on the m odified accnlal basis of accounting, is 

published in the official journal at least ten days prior to the public hearing. A public 
hearing is held at the clerk's office during the l|lonth of June for com m ents from 
taxpayers. The budget is then legally adoplext by the clerk and am ended during the year 

as necessary. The budget is eslablishexl and controlled by the clerk at the object level of 
expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and m ust be reappropriated for the 
following year to be expendext. Encum brance accounting is not utilizexl in the accounting 
records. 



DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Confirmed) 

Fonnal budgelary integration is employed as a m anagem enl control device during 
the year. Budgetexl amounts includexl in the accom panying financial statem ents includc the 
original adoplexl budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

CASH ANI) CASII EQUIVAI.ENTS 

Under slate law , the clerk m ay deposit fim ds w ithin a fiscal agent bank organized  
under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the law s of any other state in the union, or the 
law s of the U nited States. The clerk m ay invest in dem and deposits, interest bearing 
dem and deposi|s, m oney m arket accounts, or lim e deposits w ith slate banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in Louisiana. At Junc 30, 

1996, the clerk of court has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $347,278, 
as follow s: 

D em and D eposits 
Tim e Deposits 

Total 

$297,278 
50,000 

~;347,278 

These deposits are staled at cost, w hich approxim ates m arket. U nder stale law , 

these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be securexl by federal deposil insurance 
or the pledge of securities ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the 
pledgexl sccllrilies plus the federal deposit instwance m usl at all times equal the am ount oll 
del'~sil w ith the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both patlies. 

Cash and cash equivalents (bank balances) at June 30, 1996, are secured as lbllows: 

Bank Balances 

Federal deposit insurance 

Pledgexl securities (nncollateralized) 

Total 

~376,628 

$376,628 
516,406 

Because the plexlged securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather than in the nam e of the clerk, they are considered uncollateralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, Louisiana 
Revisexl Statute 39:1229 imposes a statutory requireluent on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged securities within 10 days of being nolifiexl by the clerk of corn1 that 
the fiscal agent has failcxl to pay del)ositcxl fnnds upon dem and. 



DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Ixm isiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

G . VA CA TIO N AM ) SICK LEAVE 

A ll employees of the clerk of court's office earn ten (lays noncum ulalive vacalion 
leave each year. Vacation leave lnusl be taken during the year earn ed

. The clerk has no 
form al policy for sick leave. 

It. TO TAL CO LUM N O N TIlE BALAN CE SH EET 

The total cohmm on the balance sheet is captioned M emorandum Only (overview) 
to indicate that it is presente~l only to facilitate financial analysis

. Data in this cohlm n does 
nol present financial position in ~x~nfonnity w ilh generally accepted accounling principles

. 

Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been 
m ade in the aggregation of this dala. 

2. R ECEIVABLES 

The General Fund receivables of $17,779 as of June 3(1, 1996 
and charges. 

CItAN G ES IN G ENER AL FIXED ASSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in office furnishings and equipm en| follows 

Balance, July 1, 1995 
A dditions 
D elelions 

Balance, June 30, 1996 

4. PENSIO N PLAN 

$269,616 
22,732 

N ON E 

Substantially all em ployees of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Courl are m embers of the Louisiana 

Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (System), a cosl-sharing, multil~le-eml~loyer definexl benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of tnlslees

. 

12- 



DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

All regular employees who are under tile age of 60 at tile time of original em ploym ent are required 

Io pallieipale in tile System . Employees who retire at or after ago 55 wilh at least 12 years of credited  
ser'~,ce are e~ .i',~,ed, ~.o a ret!,rem e~, be~efi~., pa~able m ol~hly for life, equal "tt~ 3 pe~'ce~t of Iheir final 
average salary for each year of crexlilext service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over tile 36 consecutive or joined months thai 
produce the highest average. Em ployees who term inate w ith at least 12 years of service and do nol 
w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrt~ed  lc~ 

their dale of tennination. The System also provides death and di~bility benefits. Benefits are established 
or am ended  by slate slahlte. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report that includes financial statem ents 
and rexluired  supl)lem entary inform ation for the Syslem . Thai l'eporl m ay be obtained by w riting lo Ihe 
Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e A vem te, Suite B I, Baton 

Rouge, Lx)uisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan m em bers arc required  by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their amm al covered  salary 
and lhe D eSoto Parish Clerk of Courl is requirext to contribute at all aehmrially delerm inc~l rate. Tile 
current rate is 11.5 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to lhe Syslem also include one- 

fourth of one percent (one-half of one pereen! for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by 
tile lax rolls of each parish. Tile contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and tile DeSolo Parish Clerk 
of Courl are established  and m ay be am ended  by state statute. A s provided by Louisiana Revised  Slaltfle 

11:103, lhe employer conlribulions are detennined by acluarial valuation and are subject to change each 
yea r based  on Ihe restdls of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The D eSoto Parish Clerk of Coull's 

contributions to tile System for the years cnding June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $27,965, $24,261, 
and $18,491, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

5. CA PITAL LEASE 

The clerk of courl records item s under capital leases as an asset and a liability in tile accom panying 
financial statements. In D ecember, 1990, lhe clerk of court entered into a lease purchase agreem ent for 

the acquisition of a lelephone system for $6,207. Tile agreement requires monthly payments of $146, 
including inlcrest. Tile first paym ent was due on D ecem ber 5, 1991, with lhe final paym ent (Itm on 
Novem ber 5. 1995. 

CItAN G ES IN LO N G -TERM  DEBT 

Tile follow ing is a sum m ary of general long-term debt transactions for the year ended  June 3(1 



DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Noles to tile Financial Slatemenls (Continued) 

Long-lenn debt at July 1, 1995 
A dditions 

D educlions 

Long-lerm debt at June 30, 1996 

CItAN G ES IN AG EN CY FUND BALAN CES 

A sum m ary of changes in agency filnd balances deposits due others follows 

Balance, July 1, 1995 

Addilions 
Reduelions 

Balance Jtme 30, 1996 

8. I.ITIG ATIO N AN D CLAIM S 

$704 
N ON E 

(7(14) 
N ON E 

A dvance Registry 
D eposil of Court 
Fund Fund Tola 

$99,369 
346,857 

(359,277) 
$86,949 

$202,486 
2,546,645 

(2,549,489) 
$199,642 

$301,855 
2,893,502 

(2,908,766) 
$286,591 

The DeSoto Parish Clerk of Court is not involvexl in any litigation at June 3(1
, 1996, nor is the 

clerk aware of any unasserlexl claim s. 

9 EX PENDITUR ES O F TItE CLERK O F CO UR T 

PAID BY TIlE PARISH POLICE JUR Y 

10. CItAN G E IN ELECTED O FFICIAl, 

Effeclive June 30, 1996, lhe term of office of Clerk of Court W
.A . A lvin Poller, Jr. expired 

A s a result of eleclions held in 1995, Clerk of Court O . L. Stone, Jr. assum ed office effective July 
1996. 

14- 
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D ESOTO PA RISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATION SCH ED ULES 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 3(1, 1996 

FIDU CIAR Y FUND TYPE - AG EN CY FUND S 

AD VAN CE I)EPO SIT FUN D 

The A dvance D eposit Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Stalule 13:842
, accounts lbr 

advance deposits on suits filed by liligants. The advances are refundable to tile litigants after all costs 
have been paid. 

REG ISTR Y O F CO UR T FUND 

The Registry of CouJl Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revis~xl Statute 13:475
, accounls for funds 

which have been ordered by lhc court 1o be held until judgement has been rendered in court litigalion. 
W ilhdrawals of lhe fimds can be lnade only upon order of the cour/

. 
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ASSETS 
Cash and cash extuivalenls 

D ESOTO PA RISH CLERK OF COU RT 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
FID U CIARY FU N D TY PE - A G EN CY FU N D S 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1996 

LIABII.ITIES 
D ue lo General Fund 

U nseltlcd balances due 1o olhers 

TOTA L LIABILITIES 

ADVANCE 
I)EPOSrI' 
FUNI) 

REG ISTRY 
O F COURT 
FUN D 

Schedule 1 

$89,088 $199,642 $288,730 

$2,139 $2,139 
86,949 $199,642 286,591 

$199,642 $288,730 



 

D ESO TO PA RISH CLERK O F CO U RT 

M ansfield, Louisiana 
FID U CIARY FU N D TYPE - A G EN CY FUN D S 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in U nselllt~l 
Balances D ue to Taxing Bodies and ()tilers 

For the Year Ended June 30. 1996 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUNI) 

Schedule 2 

REGISTRY 
O F CO llRT 
FUNI) TOTA 

UN SETTLEI) BALAN CES DUE TO TAX IN G BO I)IES 
AND OTIIERS, JUNE 30, 1995 $99

,369 $2(}2,486 $301,855 
AI)I)ITIO N S 
D eposils in suits 

Total 

REI)U CTIO N S 

Clerk's costs (transferred to General Fund) 
Clerk's costs (iransferred lo Advance Deposit Fund) 
Clerk's costs (transferred Io Department of Revenue) 
D eposils setlled 1o: 
Litigants 
A ppraisers, curators, and keepers 
Sheriff 

Other shcriff and clerk fees 
Judge's fees 
Jury 
W ilness, appraisers, keepers

, etc. 
O lher reductions 
Total rexluctions 

UN SETTLEI) BALAN CES D UE TO TAX IN G BO DIES 

AND ()TILERS, JUNE 30, 1996 
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346,857 
446.226 

167.819 

116,899 
2,922 
26,689 

9,96(} 
11,545 

14,005 
1,573 
7,865 

359.277 

2,546,645 
2.749.131 

2,893,502 
3.195.357 

167,819 
4,314 4,314 
2,733 2.733 

2,542,442 

2.549.489 

$199,642 

2,659,341 
2,922 
26,689 

9,96(I 
11,545 

14,005 
1,573 

7,865 
2,908.766 

$286,591 



Independent Auditor's R eports R equired 
by Govel~tm ent Auditing Standards 

Tile following independen| audilor's reports on com pliance with law s, regulations, and colllracls, and 
internal COlllrol slructure arc presenled in com pliance with lilt requirem ents of Governm ent Auditing, 
A'tandards, issued by the Comptroller Genera l of the United States, and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit 
Guide, issue~l by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and file Ixm isiana Legislalive 
Audim r. 
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Independent Auditor's Report on Com pliance 
W ith Laws, Regulations, and Contracts 

H ON ORABLE O . L . "SON N Y " STO N E 
D ESOTO }'APISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield. Louisiana 

I have auditexl tile general puq)ose financial statem ents of tile D cSoto Parish Clerk of 
Court as of June 30, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued m y reporl 
thereon dated August 16, 1996. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards; 
Goverm l~em AuditiJlg Stamlards, issued by the Com ptroller General of tile United 
States; and tile Louisia,a Govel~m lental Audit Guide, issued by tile Society of 
Ixmisiana Cerlified Public Accounlants and the Louisiana Legislalive Audilor. Those 
standards and tile audit guide require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether tile general purpose financial statem ents are free 

of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Compliance with laws, regulations, and contracts applicable to tile DeSolo Parish Clerk 
of Courl, is the responsibility of the DeSolo Parish Clerk of Court's m anagem ent. A s 
part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial 

statem ents are free of m alerial m isstatem enl, I perform e(I tests of the D eSolo Parish 
C lerk of Court's com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, reguhltions, and 

contracts. However, the ol~jective of my audit of the general puq~ose financial 
statem ents was not to provide an opinion on overall com pliance w ith such provisions. 
A ccordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

Tile results of lny tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance that arc required to he 
reporlexl under GovelTllnellt Auditing Standards. 



D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

Independent A uditor's Reporl 
on Com pliance, etc., 
June 3(1, 1996 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Coull 
lim it the dislribulion of this reporl, which is a m atter of public record

. 

August 16, 1996 
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Independent A uditor's R eport 

on the Internal Control Structure 

H ON ORABLE O . L. "SON N Y " STON E 
D ESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, Louisiana 

I have audilexl ̀the general poq~ose financial sta,tem ents of lhe D eSoto Parish Clerk of 

Court as of June 3(1, 1996, and for the year ill the ̀then ended, and have issued m y 
report thereon dated A ugust 16, 1996. 

I conduc,texl m y audi,t in accordance w i,th generally acceptexl auditing standards; 
Govern ment Auditing Standards, issued by ,tide Com ptroller General of |he U nited 
Stales; and t̀he Louisiatta Governm ental Audit Guide, issued by ,the Society of 
1Jauisiaua Cerlifiexl Public Accountants and tide Louisiana Legisla,tive Audi,tor. Those 

standards and tile audit guide require lhal I plan and perform ,tile audit ,to oblain 
reasonable assurance about whe,ther tile general purpose financial stalem enls arc free 
of m aterial m issta,tem enI. 

The m anagem en,t of the D eSo,to Parish Clerk of Courl is responsible for establishing 
and m aintaining an inlem al control stnlc,ture. Ill fidfilling this responsibili,ty, eslim a,tes 

and judgments by management are requirexl to assess ̀the cxpec,ted benefits and related 
costs of in,ternal con,trol s,truclure policies and procedures. The ol.2icc'tives of an 
in,tem al COll,troJ Sll-tlC,ttll'e are ,to provide lnanagemenl with reasonable, bo,t nol absolute, 
asstlrance ,tha,t assets are safeguarded against loss fi'om unau,thorized use or disposition, 
and that transaclions are execu,texl ill accordance w i,th m auagem en,t's authorizalion and 
recordexl properly to pen~fi,t the preparation of general purpose financial s,ta,teUdents in 
accordance w ith generally accep,ted aceoun,ting principles. Because of inhel'en,t 
lim itations ill ally internal control s,tnlcture, errors or irregularities may nevellheless 

occur al~d not be detectext. Also, projection of any evaluation of lhe structure to filturc 
periods is subjec,t to ̀the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of 
changes in conditions or thai ̀the effecliveness of ,the design and opera,lion of policies 
and procedures m ay de,teriora,tc. 
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DESOTO PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
M ansfield, ix~uisiana 

Independenl Audilor's RepoJl 
oil lnlel'lla] Control Slrtlcltire, 

JtlnC 30, 1996 

In planning and perform ing m y audil of the general purpose financial statem ents of the D cSo|o Parish 
Clerk of Courl lbr the year ended June 30, 1996, I oblaioed an understanding of the internal conlrol 
structure. W ilh respect to lhe intern al control slruclure, 1 oblained an understanding of tile design of 
rclevanl i~llicies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed control 
risk in olzlcr to determ ine m y auditing procexlures for lhe purpose of expressing m y opinion on Ihe general 
puq)ose financial statem ents and nol to provide an opinion on the internal control slructure. Accordingly, 
] do not express such an opinion. 

M y considcralion of the internal control slructum would not necessarily disclose all m atters in tile internal 
cont~)l stnlelure that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the Am erican Inslitute 
of Ce~lified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a reporlable condition in which the design or 
opel~alion of one or m ore of lhe specific intern al coolrol stnleture elem ents does not re~luce to a relatively 
low level tile risk Ihat errors and irreguladlies in am otmls that would be m aterial in relation to lhe general 
purpose financial statem enls being audited m ay occur and not be delected w ilhin a tim ely period by 
elnployccs ill the norm al course of l~ t'lbrm ing their assigt~ed fllncliOllS. I tloled no /nailers involvit~g lhe 
internal control structure and ils Ol)eration thai ] considerexl to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

Thi~; rel~Wt is intended for the infqarm alioll of the D eSoto Parish Clerk of Coufl 
lilnit the distribution of this reporl, which is a m alter of public record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 
A ugust 16, 1996 
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