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P.O. BOX 3747 
LAFAYETTE, LA 70502 

Board of D irectors 
Fifteenth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

j. L. SONNIER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

IN D EPEN D EN T AUD ITO R 'S R EI~)R T 

(31S) "35 ~188 
RES.: (318) 5,~t;4 5928 

I have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of tile Fifteenth Judici~d 
D istrict Indigent Defender Board, a com ponent unit of the Lafayette Parish Police Jury, as of 
and for the year ended December 31, 1995, as listed in the table of contents. These fina,cial 
statelnents are the responsibility of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent l)efender Ik)ald's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial 
statem ents based on m y audit. 

t conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and Ggv,'~,~m c,t 
A uditing Sta ndards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. Those SlalltJ,~,ds 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whctl~er the 
general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n audit i~d udcs 
exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts and disclosures in the lh,,~H~ial 
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and si~'~fificant 
estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose liJ~at~cial 
sta tem ent presentation. I believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in all 
m aterial respects, the financial position of the Fifteenth Judicial District hldigent Defender Bore d, 
a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Police Jury, as of Decem ber 31, 1995 and tlJ~ lcstfits 
of its operations for the year then ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted acco unting 
principles. 

In acco rdance with Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued reports dated M ay 3, 
1996 on m y consideration of the Board's iulernal control structure and on ils com pliance w ith 
law s and regulations 

M ay 3, 1996 



FIFTEE NTIt JU D ICIA L D ISTR ICT IN D IG E NT D EFE N D E R BO A R I) 

C O M B IN E D  B A LA N C E SIIE ET -- A I.L FU N D T Y PE S A N D  A C C O U N T (;R O U I'S 
D ecem ber 31, 1995 

A SSETS 
Cash 
D ue from other governm ents 
Court costs and bond 
forfeits receivable 
D ue from Louisiana 
Indigent D efender Board 

Equipm ent 
Total assets 

LIA BILITIES A N D 
FU ND EQ UITY 
Liabilities: 
A ccounts payable 
Payroll taxes payable 
Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
Investm ent in general 
fixed assets 
Fund balancc - 
U nreserved, undcsignated 

Total fund equity 

G eneral 
Fund 

248,804 

107,750 

57,733 

G eneral 
Fixed A ssets 
A ccount 

_  
G roulL 

4(I,707 
40,707 

4,125 
824 

4.949 

40,707 

409,338 
409,338 40,707 

Totals 

(M emorandum 
O!flY) . 

_  
1995 19~' 

248,804 157,327 

107,75(I 

57,733 
40,707 

454,994 

4,125 
824 

4,949 

40,707 

409,338 
450,045 

Total liabilities and fund equity 
_  

414.287 
_  

40,707 
_ 

454,994 

See N otes to Financial Statem ents 

106,011 

26,241 
2~',~),6ii9 

1,050 

137 
1,18I 

26,241 

262,181 
288A 22 



FIIrI'E I"N TII JU I)ICIA I~ 1)IST R ICT IN I)IG E N T D EIq~.N I)E R BO A II.1) 

STA 'I'E M i':N T O F R I'~V E N U ES, I~.X 1)E N D 1TU R I~.S, A N D CIIA N G I~.S IN 

FUND BALANCE - I)UI)(;E'I' (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL -- GIr.NI~.RAI. FtlNI) 
Y car E ndcd 1)eccm bcr 31, 1995 

W ith C om parative A ctual A m ounts for Y ear E nded D eccm bcr 31, 1994 

R evenues: 
Court costs and bond fotfcitulcs 
Interest 
Fees - partially indigent 
D istrict A ssistance Fund - 
Louisiana 11)15 

T otal revenues 

I'?,xpendit u res: 
C urrent - genelal governnlcn[ 
Salaries, retainers and 
related benefits 
Professional services 
O ffice and adm inistrative 

Insurance 
Capital outlays - equipm ent 
Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of 
revenues over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

See N otes to Financial Statem ents 

Budget 

893,150 
4,000 
23,200 

273,000 
i.193.350 

1,036,648 
58,933 
31,810 
6,275 
18,100 

1,15
_
1,766 

41,584 

262,181 

1995 

A ctual 

919,115 
4,712 
23.376 

345,049 
1,292,252 

1,033,112 
64,733 
26,555 

6,229 
14,466 

1,145,095 

V ariance- 
Favorable 1994 

(U nfavora|,!e) Actual 

25,965 
712 
176 

72,049 
98,902 

3,536 

(5,80o) 
5,255 

46 
3,634 
6,671 

147,157 105,573 

262A81 

303,765 _ 
409,338 

_ 1(15,573 

912,871 
2,049 
19,640 

934.560 

748,695 

20,()43 

4,217 
6,234 

7~;8,33,[ 

146,226 

115."~5 



FII~ 'EEN TII JUD ICIA L D ISTR IC T IND IG EN T D EFEN DER BO A R D 
N O TES TO FINAN C IA L STATEM ENTS 

D ecem ber 31, 1995 

1. SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IFICAN T AC CO UN TING 1}O LICIES 

The accompanying component unit fina~lcial statem ents of tile Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board have been prepared in conform ity w ith generally accepted accotm |iug 1~ i,~ciplcs 

(GAAP) as applied to goverlmlental units, The Goverlmlental Accouutillg Stalldards 13oatd 
(GASB) is the accepted standard-settling body for establishing governmental accountil~g and 
financial reporting principles. 

The follow ing is a sum m ary of certain significant accounting policies 

R eporling Entity 

A s the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Lafayette Parish l'oli, c 'ury 
is the financial reporting entity for Lafayette Parish. The financial reporting entity collsists of 

(a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for which the primary go~t'~ ,ult~,ul 
is financially accountable, and (c) other orgauizztious for which the nature and significance ~f 
their relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting 
entity's financial statements to be m isleadiug or incomplete. 

Goverm nental Accounting Standards Board Statem ent No. 14 established criteria for determ iaiH;, 
which com ponent units should be considered part of tile La fayette Parish Police Jury for fijian!,, T , 
reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a potential con/ponent uui! w ithin th,: 
reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB has set forth criteria to be coJl~;idelcd in 
determ ilaing financial accountability. This criteria includes: 

1. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

a. The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that orgauiz~ation and/or 

b. The potential for tile organization to provide specific financial benefits to oi iluposc 

specific financial burdens o, the police jury. 

2. Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority but are fiscally 
dependent on the police jury. 

3. O rganizations for which tile reporting entity financial statements would be m i,;Icadil~g 
if data of the organization is not included because of the nature or siguificaiice of the 
relationship. 

ludigcut dcfellder boards, eriu~inal court fullds, and judicial expel~se funds are part (~f the 
operations of the district court system . The district court system is fiscally dependent on the 

police jury for office space and courtrooms. The substance of the relationship between the 
district court system and the police jury is that the police jury has approval authority over its 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTIN UED) 

capital budget. In addition, the nature and significance of tile relationship between the distJict 
court and the police jury is such that exclusion from the police jury's financial statements would 
render the financial statem ents incom plete or m isleading. For these reasons, indigent dcleJ)dcr 

boards are considered component units of the police jury. The Fifteenth Judicial I'isttict 
Indigent D efender Board is com prised of the parishes of A cadia, Lafayette and Verm illion. It 
was determ ined to be a component unit of the Lafayette Parish Police Jury based on revenues 
received from and support provided by each parish's court system . The accom panying fi~aneial 
statements present information only on the funds maintained by the Fifteenth Judicial l)istlict 
Indigent Defender Board. 

lhm d Accom lting 

The accounts of the Board are organized on the basis of funds and account groups, each of which 
is considered a separate accounting entity. The operations of a fund are accounted for with a 
separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprise its assets, liabilities, fund equity, reve~mes, 
and expenditures, or expenses, as appropriate. The General Fund is the operating fund ol the 
board. It is used to account for all financial resources not accounted for in the General Fixed 
A ssets Account G roup. 

Fixed A ssets and Lonv-Term  lAabililies 

The accounting and reporting treatment applied to the fixed assets and long-term I!-~bilities 
associated w ith a fund are determ ined by its m easurem ent focus. 

The General Fund operations are accounted for on a spending or "financial flow " measurement 
focus, and only current assets and current liabilities are generally included on its balance sl,cch 

Fixed assets are accounted for in the General Fixed A ssets Account G roup and are recozdcd as 
expenditures in the General Fund when purchased. No depreciation has been plovid=d on 
general fixed assets. 

A ll fixed assets are slated at historical cost. 

Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures or expenses are recognized  i., lhe 
accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the tim itJg of 
the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent foc us applied. 

The General Fund is accounted for using the m odified  accrual basis of accounting. Its ~cvcutTes 
are recognized w hen they becom e m easurable and available as net current assets, l'~xl,cndittHcs 
are generally recognized when the related fund liability is incurred . 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

deers and Budeetarv Accountine 

The Board follow s these procedures in establishing the annual budget: 

The chief public defender prepares a proposed budget and subm its it to the m em bers of tile 
board of directors for their approval prior to the beginning of each year. 

Budgetary amendm ents involving an increase in attorney retainers
, salaries, capital 

expenditures, or all increase ill total expenditures require the approval of the board of directors. 

All budgetary appropriations lapse at the end of each fiscal year 

The General Fund budget is adopted on a basis consistent with generally accepted accounting 

principles (GAAP). Budgeted amounts are as originally adopted, or as amended from time to 
time by the Board. Such amendments were not m aterial in relation to the original 
appropriations. The Board does not employ encum brance accounting. 

olal C ohm m  on C om bined Statem ent 

The total colum n on the com bined balance sheet is captioned "M em orandum O nly" to in,!icate 
that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in this colum n does not present 
financial position in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles

. Neither is such 
data com parable to a consolidation. 

D ollar Signs 

A ll num eric data in the financial statem ents and accom panying notes are presented in U .S 
dollars. D ollar signs have been om itted. 

2. BAN K DEIK)SITS AND IN VESTM ENTS 

The Board inay invest in direct U nited States Treasury obligations, U .S. Governm ent Agency 
obligations guaranteed by tile U .S. GoveHm ~ent, tim e certificates of deposit of state banks 
organized under the law s of Lot, isiana and natiol~al banks having their principal office in the 
Sta te of Louisiana, and investm ents as stipulated in LSA-R .S. 39:2955. 

At December 31, 1995, bank deposits totaling $198,244 were insured by the FI)IC. llank 
deposits totaling $53,849 were collateralized with securities held by the pledging financial 
institution, but not ill the Board's nam e. 

3. V EIlIC ULAR VIO LATIO N FEES AN D BO N D FO R lq~ITUI{ES R ECEIVA BLE 

This is the aggregate am ount due from the various local and district courts of tile Fifteenth Judicial 
D istrict for fees collected and bonds forfeited in 1995 and not rem itted as of Decem bc; 31. 



NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS (CONTINUED) 

4. CIIAN G ES  1N G EN ERAL FIXED A SSETS 

General fixed assets are comprised of offi ce furniture and equipm ent. The follow iug is a 
sum m ary of changes in the general fixed assets account group for 1995. 

Balance December 31, 1994 
Additions 
Retirem ents 
Balance Decem ber 31, 1995 

5. R ETIR EM EN T SYSTEM  

The Board maintains no retirement system 

6. CO M PENSA TED A BSEN CES 

26,241 
14,466 

No accrual has been m ade for vacation or sick pay due to the insignificance of tile amounts 
involved. 

7. R ECLA SSIFICA TIO N O F PR IO R YEAR AM O UN TS 

Certain am ounts reported in the prior year have been reclassified for com parative purposes w ith 

current year am ounts. 



P.O . BO X 3747 
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J. L. SONNIER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(318) 235-8188 
RES.: (318) ~q4-5928 

IN D EI'END EN T A UDITO R S' R EPO R T O N INTER NA L CO N ll~O L 
STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUDIT O F G ENERAL I'URI~JSE H NANCIAL 

STATEM ENTS I'ERFO R M E1) IN ACCO R DAN CE W 1TII 
G O VEI~,N M EN T A UI)ITIN G STA NDA RD S 

Board of D irectors 
Fifteenth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent Defender Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

I have audited tile geueral purpose financial statetnents of tile Filtcenth Judicial D istrict ll~digcnt 
Defender Board, a eOlnl)ouent unit of the Lafayette Parish Policy Jury, for the year elided 
D ecem ber 31, 1995, and have issued iny report thereon dated M ay 3, 1996. 

1 have conducted nay audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by tile Com ptroller General of the U nited Slates. Those 
standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance abotll whciher 
the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatelnent. 

The m almgelnent of tile Fifteenth Judicial District llldigent Defender Board is respollsible for 
establishing and m aintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this Tex[~'~t'~ilfililv, 

estimates aod judglnents by management are required to assess the expected benefits aH,.l J clat~:d 
costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal control 
structure are to provide lnauagem ent w ith reasonable, but not absolute, assurance that ass;ors are 
safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that trausactions arc cxcc:~Jted 
in aeeordancc w ith m anagem ent's authorization and recorded properly to perm it tile t)~Cl~:,~:~ti<)n 
of general purpose financial statements in accordance w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure

, ~'~ t~ s o r 

irregularities m ay, nevertheless, oc cur and not be detec ted. A lso, projec tion of any evahlalion 
of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may becolne inadcqt~:e 
because of changes in conditions, or that tile effectiveness of the design and operation of policies 
and proc edures m ay deteriorate. 



In planning and perform ing m y audit of tile general purpose financial statements of the Fift~,enth 
Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, for the year ended December 31, 1995, I obtained an 
understanding of the internal control structure. W ith respect to the internal control structm e, 1 
obtained  an understanding of file design of relevant policies and procedures and whether lh~:y 
have been placed in operation, and I assessed control risk in order to determ ine m y auditing 
proc edures for tile purp ose of expressing m y opiniou on tile general purpose financial sta!cm euts 
and not to provide an opinion on the internal control structure. Accordingly, 1 do uol expect:.; 
such an opinion. 

1 noted  a certain m atter involving the internal control structure and its operation that 1 co,~sidcr 
to be a reportable condition under standards established by the American Institute of Cc~lilicd 
Public Accountants. Reportable conditions involve m atters com ing to m y attention ~cl:,ti,~I, to 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of tile internal coutrol structure that, it, m y 

judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability to record, proc ess, summarize, a~l ~Cl,UJt 
financial data consistent w ith the assertions of m anagem ent in the financial statements. 

Segregation of D uties 

D ue to file sm all num ber of individuals adm inistering tile Board's accounting flo~cti~m s 
there is inadequate segregation of duties w ithin the accounting system . 

Auditee Response - The Board is aware of this control weakness and has inq~lcmcJ~lcd 
proc edures for the rnonitoritlg of ~natlcial sta~e,lents and budgetary com parisons in a. 
effort to com pensate for the weakness w ithout incurring the cost of hiring a~.',.litiw ~al 
personnel. 

A m aterial w eakness is a reportable condition in w hich the design or operation of the :-~ccific 
internal control structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level tile risk thai elicits 
or irregularities in am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general purpose li~:~hcial 
statements being audited may oc cur and not be detected within a tim ely period by cmplo)ccs in 
the norm al course  of perform ing their assigned functions. 

M y consideration of the internal control structure would not necessa rily disclose all mal~ers in 
the internal control structure that m ight be reportable conditions and, accordingly, ,,vollld iit~t 
necessa rily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to be m aterial weaknesses 
as defined  above. However, I do not believe the reportable condition described above i~ a 
m aterial w eakness. 

This report is intended for tile inform ation of the board of directors, m anagem ent, the IJ~t:,) cl!e 
Parish Police Jury and the Legislative Auditor. This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report, w hich is a m atter of public record. 

M ay 3, 1996 



P.O . BOX 3747 
LAFAYETTE. LA 70502 

J. L. SONNIER 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

(318) 235-8188 
RES.: (318) 984~5928 

IN DEPENDENT AUDITO R 'S R EIK)R T O N CO M PLIANCE 
BA SED O N AN AU D IT O F G EN ER AL PUR IK)SE FIN AN CIAL STA TEM EN TS 

PERFO RM ED 1N ACCO RDANCE W ITII 
G O VERNM ENT AUDITIN G STANDARD S 

Board of D irectors 
Fifteenth Judicial District 
Indigent Defender Board 
Lafayette, Louisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board, a colnponent unit of the Lafayette Parish Policy Jury, as of and for the year 
ended  Decem ber 31, 1995, and have issued m y report thereon dated M ay 3, 1996. 

1 conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
A uditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of file U nited States. Those sta ndards 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether th e 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance with laws, regulations, contracts and grants of the Fifteenth Judicial D istrict Indigent 
Defender Board is the responsibility of the Fifteellth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board's 
m anagem ent. A s part of obta ining reasonable assurance  about w hether the financial statem ents 
are free of m aterial m isstatelnent, I perform ed tests of the Board's com pliance  w ith cerlain 

provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grants. However, the objective of my audit of the 
general purpose financial statements was not to provide an opinion on overall compliaw'e with 
such provisions. A ccordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

The results of m y tests disclosed no instances of l~Ol~Colnpliance that are required to be 
under Governm ental A uditine Standards. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the board of directors, m anagem ent, the Lafayette 
l'arish Police Jury and the Legislative A uditor. This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

M ay 3, 1996 
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