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INDEPENDENT AUDITO RS' REPO RT 

Honorable Lee Thevenot 
Avoyelles Parish Assessor 
Marksville , Louisiana 

/~anerJcan ]~l;~il I ~,:' ' 

(;ociely ot l,+,ui i ,u , (2 ]~ ; 

We have audited the accompanying general purpose 
financial statements of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor, a 
component unit if the Avoyelles Parish Police Jury , 
Marksville , Louisiana , as of and for the years ended December 
31, 1995 and 1994 , as listed in the table of contents . These 
general purpose financial statements are the responsibility 
of the Assessor . Our responsibility is to express an opinion 
on these general purpose financial statements based on our 
audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and government auditing standards issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States . Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtai'n reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose 
finahcial statements are free of material misstatement . All 
audit includes exam ining , on a test basis , evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose 
financial statements . An audit also includes assessing the 
accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management , as well as evaluating the overall general purpose 
financial statement presentation . We believe that our audit 
prov ides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

In our op inion , the general purpose financial statements 
referred to above present fairly , in all material respects 
the financial position of the Avoyelles Parish Assessor , 
Marksville , Louisiana, as of December 31, 1995, and the 
results of its operations for the two years then ended in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles . 

c, 
.~ . 

Rouge , Lou isiana 
June 18 , 1996 
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AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARK SVILLE, LOUISIANA 

COM BINEI) I:~ALANCE SIIEET - AI.L FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP 
I)I~CEM I~EI{ 31, 1995 

A S S E T S 

Cash (Note 5) 
Investments, at cost (Note 5 
Ad Valorem Tax Receivable 
Tax Roll Fees 
State Revenue Sharing Receivable 
A/R - Other 
Equipment (Note 2 

Total A ssets 

Governmental 
Fund Type 

General 
Fund 

$149,404 
180 ,000 
259 ,944 

6 ,258 
70 ,470 
2 ,357 

$668,433 

L I A B I L I T I E S A N D F U N D E ~ _U _I _T Y 

Liab ilities : 
Accounts Payable 

Total Liabilities 

in General Fixed 

Fund Balance : 
Unreserved - Undesignated 
Total Fund Equity 

Total Liab ilities and Fund 
Equity 

103 

1 03 

668 ,330 
668 ,330 

$668,433 

The accompany ing notes are an integral part of this statement 



A ccount 
Grou~ 

General 
Fixed A ssets 

102 ,44 7 

102 ,44 7 

102 ,44 7 

102 ,447 

$102,447 

Total 
(Memorandum Only) 

1995 1994 

81 ,500 
175 ,000 
250 ,848 

7 ,868 
74 ,566 

100 ,794 

$ 770,880 $ 690,576 

103 

103 

102 ,447 

668 ,330 
770 ,880 

100 ,794 

589 ,782 
690 ,576 

$ 770,880 $ 690,576 



AVO YELLES PARISH ASSESSO R 
M ARK SV ILLE, LO U ISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENI)YI'URES AND CHANGES 
IN FUNI) BAI.ANCES - G OVERNM ENTAl. FUND TYI'E - GENERAl. FUNI) 

FOR TH E YEARS FNI)FI) DECEM BER 31, 1995 AND 1994 

REVENUES 
Taxes - Ad valorem 
State Revenue Sharing 
OJT Reimbursement 
Interest 
Tax Roll Fees 

TOTAL REVENUES 

EX PEND ITURES 
General Government 

Current Operating 
Salaries 

A ssessor 
Deputies 
Other 

Insurance Benefits 
Retirement Benefits 
Unemployment Benefits 
Pay roll Taxes 
Expense A llowance 
Travel Expense 
Auto Supplies 
O ffice Supp lies 
Professional Serv ices 
O ther Insu rance 
Dues, Ads & Subscriptions 
Equipment Expense 
Po stage 
Telephone 
Capital Outlay 

TOTA L EXPEND ITURES 
Excess of revenues over 

expenditures 
Fund Balance at beginning of year 

1995 1994 

$294,084 
99 ,556 
1 ,139 

17 ,078 
7 ,427 

419 ,284 

50 ,760 
172 ,080 

8 ,24 0 
34 ,939 
13 ,153 

24 3 
0 

, 076 
2 761 
3 843 
8 826 

13 938 
4 981 
3 258 
8 502 
2 602 
5 881 
1 ,653 

$285,482 
111 ,849 

0 
7 ,508 

13 ,039 

417 ,878 

50 ,760 
153 ,870 

2 ,250 
38 ,903 
12 ,7 89 

1 95 
590 

5 ,076 
4 ,979 
4 ,212 
5 ,845 
7 ,538 
5 ,526 
2 ,735 

10 ,477 
2 ,117 
5 ,410 
1 ,470 

34 0 ,736 314 ,742 

78 ,548 
589 ,782 

Fund Balance at end of year 668 ,330 

103 ,136 
486 ,646 

589 ,782 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



AVO YELLES PARISH ASSESSO R 
M ARK SVILLE, LO UISIANA 

STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CIIANGES 
1N FUNI) BAI,ANCES - BUI)GET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - 

GENERAL FUND TYPE 
FOR TH E YEAR ENDF, D DECEM BER 31, 1995 

REVENUES 
Taxes - Ad valorem 
State Revenue Sharing 
Interest 
OJT Reimbursement 
Tax Roll Fees 

TOTA L REV ENUES 
EX PEND ITURES 

General Government 
Current Operating 

Salaries 
A ssessor 
Deputies 
Other 

Insurance Benefits 
Retirement Bene fits 
Unemployment Benefits 
Expense A llowance 
Travel Expense 
Auto Supplies 
O ffice Supplies 
Professional Service 
Other Insurance 
Dues , A ds & Subs 
Equipment Expense 
Postage 
Telephone 
Capital Outlay 

TOTA L EX PEND ITURES 
Excess o f rev enues over 

expenditures 
Fund Balance at beginning 
Fund Balance at end of year 

A CTUAL 

$294,084 
99 ,556 
17 ,078 
1 ,339 
7 ,427 

419 ,284 

50 ,760 
172 ,080 

8 ,240 
34 ,939 
13 ,353 

243 
5 076 
2 761 
3 843 
8 826 

13 938 
4 981 
3 258 
8 502 
2 602 
5 881 
1 653 

3 40 736 

78 ,548 
589 ,782 
668 ,330 

BU DGET 

$28O,OOO 
105 ,000 
14 ,4 00 

0 
13 ,000 

412 4 00 

50 760 
172 080 

, 24 0 
36 000 
1 3 0 0 0 

2OO 
5 076 
3 000 
4 000 
8 000 

14 400 
4 500 
2 800 
9 600 
1 800 
6 000 

, 000 
343 456 

68 ,944 
589 ,782 
658 ,726 

VAR IANCE 
FAVORABLE 

IUNFAVOR .) 

14 ,084 

( 5,444) 
2 ,678 
1 ,139 

i 5,5 rO~_ 
6 ,88_4_  

061 
153) 
43) 

239 
157 
826) 
4 62 
481) 
458) 

1 ,098 
8O2) 
139 

2 ,347 
2 ,720 

9 ,604 

9 ,604 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



INTRODUCT ION 

AVO YELLES PARISH ASSESSO R 
M ARKSVILLE. LOUISIANA 

NO TES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

As provided by Article V II, Section 24 of the Louisiana 
Constitution of 1974 , the assessors are elected by the voters 
of each parish , Orleans Parish excepted , and serve terms of 
four years . The assessors assess property , prepare tax 
rolls, and submit the rolls to the Louisiana Tax Commission 
as prescribed by law . The A ssessor is authorized to appoint 
as many deputies as may be necessary for the efficient 
operation of the office and provides assistance to the 
taxpayers of the parish . The deputies are authorized to 
p erform all functions of the office , but the assessor is 
officially and pecuniary responsible for the actions of the 
deputies . 

The Assessor 's office is located in the Avoyelles Parish 
Courthouse in Marksv ille , Louisiana . The A ssessor employs 9 
emp loyees , including 8 deputies . In accordance w ith 
Louisiana law , the assessor bases real and movable property 
assessm ents on cond itions ex isting on January i o f the tax 
year . The assessor comp letes an assessment listing by May 1 
of the tax year and submits the list to the parish governing 
authority and the Louisiana Tax Commission as prescribed by 
law . Once the assessment listing approved , the assessor 
submits the assessment roll to the parish tax collector who 
Js responsible for collecting and distributing taxes to the 
various taxing bodies . 

A t December 31 , 1995, there are 18 ,067 real property and 
movable property assessments totaling $89,219,110. This 
represents an increase of assessments totaling $709,480 
over the prior year . 



reporting entity 's financial statements to he m isleading or 
incomp lete . 

Governmen~al A ccounting Standards Boar~ Statement No
. 14 

established criteria for determining which component units 
should be considered part of the Avoyelles Parish Police Jury 
for financial reporting purposes . The basic criterion for 
including a potential component unit w ithin the reporting 
entity is financial accountability . This criteria includes : 

1 Appointing a voting majority of an organization's 
gover2~ing body , and 

a The ability of the police jury to impose its 
will on that organization and/or 



2 

3 

b 

AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Organizations for which the police jury does not 
appoint a voting majority but are fiscally dependent 
on the police jury . 

Because of one or more of the reasons stated above , the 
assessor was determined to be a component unit of the 
Avoyelles Parish Police Jury , the financial reporting unit . 
The accomp any ing financial statements present information 
only on the funds maintained by the assessor and do not 

present information on the police jury, the general 
government services prov ided by the governmental unit , or the 
other governmental units that comprise the financial 
reporting entity . 

C . FUND A CCOUN TING 

The assessor uses funds and account groups to report on 
its financial position and the results of its operations . 
Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance 
and to aid financial management by segregating transactions 
relating to certain government functions or activities . 

I0 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARK SVILI,E, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a 
self-balancing set of accounts . On the other hand , an 
account group is a financial reporting device designed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities 
that are not recorded in the funds because they do not 
directly affect net expendable available financial resources 

G en eral Fund 

The General Fund , as provide by Louisiana Revised 
Statue 13 :781, is the principal fund of the assessor and is 
used to account for the operations of the assessor 's office 
Compensation received from the various taxing bodies is 
accounted for in this fund . General operating expenditures 
are paid from this fund . 

D . BA S IS O F A CCOUN T IN G 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and 
expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in 
the financial statements . Basis of accounting relates to the 
timing of the measurements made , regardless of the 
measurement focus applied . 

The governmental fund is accounted for using the 
modified accrual basis of accounting . The revenues are 
recogn ized when they become measurable and available as net 
current assets . Ad valorem taxes and interest revenues are 
treated as "susceptible to accrual". 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the modified 
accrual basis of accounting when the related fund liability 
is incurred . 

ii 



E . BUDGET 

AVOYEI,1,ES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARK SVIIA,E. LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATFM ENTS 

PRA CTICES 

Budgets 
accepted ace 
are adopted 
lapse at fis 

F . EN CUM BRAN CES 

The Avoyelles Parish Assessor does not use encumbrance 
accounting . 

G . CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AND INVESTMENTS 

Cash includes amounts in demand deposits , 
interest -bearing dem and deposits , and money m arket accounts 
Cash equivalents include amounts Jn time deposits and those 
investments with original maturities of 90 days or less . 
Under state law , the assessor may deposit funds in demand 
deposits , interest-bearing demand deposits , money market 
accounts , or time deposits with state banks organized under 
Louisiana law and national banks having their principal 
offices in Louisiana . 

H . PREPA ID ITEM S 

The Avoyelles Parish A ssessor 's policy is to expense all 
items in the period purchased . This policy does not 
materially m isstate the financial statements . 

12 



I . F IXED A SSETS 

AVOYELLF~S ]'ARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARKSVILLI~, LOUISIANA 

NOTES I"O IqNANCIAL STATEM I~NTS 

Fixed assets used in the governmental fund type 
operations (general fixed assets) are accounted for in the 
general fixed assets account group , and are recorded as 
expenditures in the governmental fund when purchased . Fixed 
assets are valued at historical cost and no depreciation has 
been provided on the general fixed assets . 

The 
with the 
involved 

account group is not a "fund ". It is concerned only 
measurement of financial position and is not 
with measurement of results of operations . 

J . COM PEN SATED A BSENCES 

Accumulated unpaid vacation is recorded as an 
expenditure in the period paid . Vacations must be taken in 
the year earned , therefore , no provision has been made in the 
financ ial statements . 

The cost of current leave privileges, computed in 
accordance with GASB Codification Section C60, is recognized 
as a cu rren t -year exp end itures in the general fund when leave 
is actually taken . The cost of leave privileges not 
requiring current resources is recorded in the general 
long -term obligations account group . 

K . LONG -TERM OBLIGATION S 

Long -term obligations expected to be financed from the 
General Fund are reported in the general long -term 
obligations account group . Expenditures for principal and 
interest payments for long -term obligations are recognized in 
the general fund when due . 

13 



L . FUND EQUITY 

R eserv es 

AVO YELI.ES PAR1SII ASSESSOR 
M AltK SVII,LE, 1,OUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAl, STATEM ENTS 

Designated Fund Balance 

Designated fund balance represents tentative plans for 
future use of financial resources . 

M . TOTAL COLUMNS ON STATEMENTS 

The total columns on the statements are captioned 
Memorandum Only to indicate that they are presented only to 
facilitate financial analysis . Data in these columns do not 
present financial position or results of operations in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles . 
Neither is such data comparable to a consolidation . 

2 . CHAN GES IN GENERA L FIXED A SSETS 

Changes in general fixed assets are summarized as 
follow s : 

1995 1994 

Balance - beginning $]00,794 $99,324 

Additions 

Delet ion s 

Balance - ending 

14 

1 ,653 

102 ,447 i00 ,794 
: ~ =  : : = ~ = = =  



3 . CA SH AND 

AVOYEL1,ES PAR1SIt ASSESSOR 
M  ARK SVILLE, LOUISIAN A 

NOTES TO IqNANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

RELATED INVESTM ENTS 

At December 31, 1995, the assessor has cash and cash 
equivalents (book balances) totaling $329,404 as follows 

Demand Deposits 
Time Deposits 

$149,404 
180 ,000 

329 ,404 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market . 
Under state law , these deposits (or the resulting bank 
balances) must be secured by federal deposit insurance or the 
pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank . The 
market value of the pledged securities plus the federal 
deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on 
deposit with the fiscal agent . These securities are held in 
the name of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or 
custod ia l bank that is mutually accep tab le to both parties . 
At December 31, 1995, the assessor has $329,404 in deposits. 
These deposits are secured from risk by $280,000 of federal 
deposit insurance and the remainder is secured by pledged 
securities held by the custodial bank i~ the name of the 
fiscal agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uncollateralized (Category @3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement 3 , Louisiana Rev ised Statute 39 :1229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified 
by the assessor that the fiscal agent h~s fa iled to p ay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

15 



4 . PEN SION PLAN 

AV OYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

Sub stantially all 
Assessor 's office are m 
Retirement Sy stem , a mu 
employee retirement sys 
administered by a separ 

lles Parish 
a A ssessors 
sharing), public 
and 

A ll full-time employees who are under the age of 60 at 
the time of original employment and are not drawing 
retirement benefits from any other public retirement system 
in Louisiana are required to participate in the System . 
Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 
years o f credited serv ice or at or after age 50 w ith at least 
30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirement 
benefit, payable monthly for life, not to exceed i00 per cent 
of their final-average salary . Final-average salary is the 
employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined 
months that produce the highest average . Employees who 
terminate with at least 12 years of service and do not 
w ithdraw the ir emp loyee contribu tion s m ay retire at or after 
age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of 
termination . The System also provides death and disability 
benefits . Benefits are established by state statute . 

Contributions to the system include one -fourth of one 
per cent of the taxes shown to be collectible by tax rolls of 
each parish , plus revenue sharing funds appropriated by the 
leqislature . State statute requires covered employees to 
contribute a percentage of their salaries to the System . As 
prov ided by Lou isiana Rev ised Statute 11 :103 , the emp loyer 
contributions are determ ined by actuarial valuation and are 
subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for the prior year . 

16 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARKSVII.LE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The following provides certain disclosures for the 
assessor and the retirement system that are required by GASB 
Codification Section P20 .129 : 

Avoyelles Parish 

Year Ended December 31, 1995 

A ssessor 
Total current year payroll 

Total current year covered payroll 

Required By 
Statute 

Contributions 
Emp loyee s 
Emp loyer 

Contributions 
Employees 
Employer 

$229,941 

$221,701 

Actual 

Per Cent Amount Per Cent Amount 

7 .00% $15,519 
5 .93% 13 ,153 

7 .00% $15,519 
5 .93% 13 ,153 

12 .93% 28 ,672 12 .93% 28 ,672 

Actuarially 
Required 

Per Cent Amount 

7.00% $15,519 
4 .99% ii ,063 

11 .99% 26 ,582 

Per cent of employer 's actuarially required 
contribution to all participating employers 2 .5% 

17 



AVOYELLES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARKSVILLE, LOUISIANA 

NOTES 1"O FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

NOTE 4 ~ PENSION PLANS ]CONTINUED) 
Year Ended Sep temb er 30, 1995 

RET IREM ENT SYSTEM 

N et A ssets 

Pension benefit obligation 

$62,833,256 

~ 7,6~3,424) 

Unfunded pension benefit 
obligation ($34,820,168) 

The pension benefit obligation is presented as of September 
30 , 1995 . The pension benefit obligation is a standardized 

measure of present value of pension benefits, adjusted for 
the effects of projected salary increases and step-rated 
benefits , estimated to be payable in the future as a result 
of employee serv ice to date . The measure , which is the 
actuarial present value of credited projected benefits, is 
intended to help users assess the System 's funding status on 
a going -concern basis , assess progress made in accumulating 
su fficient assets to p ay benefits when due , and make 
comparisons among PERS and employers . The System does not 
make separate measurements of assets and pension benefits 
obligations for individual employers . 

Historical trend information showing the System 's progress in 
accumu lating sufficient assets to pay benefits when due is 
presented in the System 's September 30 , 1995 , comprehensive 
annual financial report . The Avoyelles Parish Assessor does 
not guarantee the benefits granted by the System . 

18 



AVOYEI,LES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARKSVII,1,E, LOUISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

7 . EX PEND ITURES OF TH E A SSESSOR NOT IN CLUDED IN THE 
FINAN CIA L STATEM ENTS 

The Avoyelles Parish Police Jury p~ovided the office 
space and utilities for the A ssessor 's office for the year 
ended December 31, 1995 . Expenditures for these items are 
not reflected in the accompanying financial statements . 

8 . AD VA LOREM TA XES 

Ad valorem taxes are lev ied by October i at a rate of 
5 .57 mills and are due upon receipt of the tax bill and are 
delinquent if not paid before January i of the following 
year . On January i, a tax lien attache~ on property to 
secure the payment of al] taxes, penalties, and interest 
ultimately imposed . 

19 



COM I'LIANCE REPORT BASEl) ON AN AUI)IT OF COM PONENT 
UNIT FINANCIAL STATF~M ENTS PERFORM ED IN 

ACCORI)ANCE W ITH (;OVERNM ENT AUI)ITING STANDARDS 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accep ted 
auditing 
by the Co 
standards 
obtain re 
financial 

standards and Government Auditinq Standards~ 
mptroller General of the United States . Thos 
require that we plan and perform the audit t 

asonable assurance about whether the componen 
statements are free of material m isstatement 

ssued 

unit 

Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants 
applicab le to the Avoyelles Parish A ssessor , Marksv il]e , 
Louisiana , is the responsibility of the A ssessor 's 
management . As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about 
whether the component unit financial statements are free of 
m ater ia l m isstatem ent , we performed tests o f the A ssessor 's 
compliance w ith certain provisions of laws , regulations , 

contracts, and grants. However, our objective was not to 
provide an opinion on overall compliance with such 
provisions . Accordingly , we do not express such an opinion . 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance that are required to be reported under 
Government Auditing Standards . 

for the information of the Assessor 
s office . However , this report is a 
and its distribution is not lim ited 

{/OOt~ <-i 
Baton Rouge , Lou isiana 
June 18 , 1996 
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REPO RT O N TIlE INTERNAL CO NTRO L STRU CTURE 
IN A CCO RDAN CE W ITIt G O VERNM ENT AUDITING STAN DARDS 

We have aud ited the general purpose financial statements of 
Avoyelles Parish Assessor, Marksvi]le, Louisiana, as of and 
for the year ended December 31, 1995 , and have issued our 
report thereon dated June 18 , 1996 . 

We conducted our audit 
auditing standards and 
by the Comptroller Gene 

in accordance w ith generally a 
Government Auditing Standards , 
ral of the United States . Tho 

ccep ted 
issued 

s e 

The Avoyelles Parish Assessor is responsible for establishing 
and maintaining an internal control structure . In fulfilling 
this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management 
are required to assess the expected benefits and related 
costs of internal control structure policies and procedures . 

The objective of an internal control structure are to provide 
management w ith reasonable , but not absolute , assurance that 
assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or 
disposition , and that transactions are executed in accordance 
w ith management 's authorization and recorded properly to 
permit the preparation of component unit financial statements 
in accordance w ith generally accep ted accounting princip les . 

Becau se of inherent lim itation s in any internal contro l 
structure , errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur 
and not be detected. Also, projections of any evaluation of 
the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that 
procedures may become inadequate because of changes in 
conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and 
operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate . 

In planning and performing our audit of the component 
financial statements of the Avoyelles Parish A ssessor 
year ended D 
the internal 
contro l stru 
of relevant 
been placed 

un it 
for the 

ndJng of 
internal 
e design 
have 
k Jn 

order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our op inion on the general purpose financial 
statements and not to provide an opinion on the internal 
control structure . Accordingly , we do not express such an 
op inion . 

21 



We noted certain matters involv ing the internal control 
structure and its operation that we consider to be reportable 
conditions under standards established by the American 
Institute of Certified Public A ccountants . Reportable 
conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating 
to significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the 
internal control structure that, in our judgment, could 
adversely affect the entity 's ability to record , process, 
summarize , and report financial data consistent with the 
assertions of management in the general purpose financial 
statem en ts . 

Reportable cond itions are included in the attached "Schedu le 
of Internal Control Structure Reportable Conditions". 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control 
structure that might be reportable conditions and, 
accordingly , would not necessarily disclose all reportable 
conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses 
as defined above . However , 
conditions described in the 

This report is intended 
and Legislative Auditor 
matter of public record 

we believe none of the reportable 
schedule is a material weakness . 

for the information of the Assessor 
s Office . However , this report is a 
and its distribution is not limited 

z 

n ~ ouge , Lou isiana 
June 18 . 1996 
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AVOYEI,I,ES PARISH ASSESSOR 
M ARKSVII,LE, LOUISIANA 

SCItEDU LE O F INTERN AL CO NTRO L STRU CTURE REI'O RTABLE CO ND ITIO N 
For the Year Ended December 31 , 1995 

FINDING : Inadequate segregation of duties 

COND IT ION : The A ssessor 's staff is not large enough to 
permit an adequate segregation of employee duties for 
effective internal control over the purchasing (invoice 
approval, processing and general ledger) and reporting 
(journal entry preparation, approval and recordation) cycles 

CR ITERIA : 
under the 
segregate 

EFFECT : The effect is such that errors , either intentional 

or unintentional, in the processing of purchases and journal 
entries could occur and not be detected in a timely manner 
and in the ordinary course of operations . 

CAUSE : The size of the Assessor 's staff does not permit, an 
adequate segregation of incompatible duties . 

RECOMMENDATION : Due to the its size the Assessor does not 
have sufficient staff to establish adequate segregation of 
duties . Therefore , the cost associated with reducing this 
deficiency in the design or operation of the internal control 

structure may not be considered justified. 
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