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STAN J. W A GU ESPACK 

Certified Public A ccountant 
A Professional Corporation RECEIVED 

LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR 

96 JUt~ 27 Pll 3:55 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON TIlE 
GENERAI.PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

H onorable Anthony G . Falterm an 
D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial D istrict 
Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, and 
St. Jam es. Louisiana 

] have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of District Attorney of lhc "lM,enty-Third 
Judicial District, com ponent unit of Asce nsion Parish Council, as of and for the year ended Dece mber 31, 
1995. These general-purpose financial statements are the responsibility of District Attorney of the Twenty- 
Th ird Judicial District, management. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these general-purpose 
financial statem ents based on my audit. 

I conducted  my audit in acc ordance  with generally accepted  auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Co mptroller General of the United States. Th ose standards require that 1 plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about whether the general-purpose financial statements are 
free of m aterial m isslalement. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence  supporting the amounts 
and disclosures in the general-purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing lhe acco unting 
principles used  and significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall gcncral- 
purpose financial statem ent presentation. I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

In my opinion, the general-purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of District Attorney of the Twenty-Th ird Judicial District, as of December 31, 
1995, and the result of its operations for the year then ended in co nformity with generally accepted  accounting 
principles. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also issued a report dated June 
co nsideration of District A ttorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District's internal co ntrol 
report dated  June 14, 1996 on its co m pliance with laws and regulalions. 

14, 1996 on m y 
structure and a 

M y audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements taken 
as a whole. Th e supplemental information schedules listed in the table of conlcnts is presented  for the 
purpose of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general-purpose financial statem ents of 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Th ird Judicial District. Such information has been subjected to the procedures 
applied  in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly stated in all 
material respects in relation to the general purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 14, 1996 

8116 One Calais Avenue * Suite I-D Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70809 (504) 769-2888 
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DISTRICT ATrORNEY O F TIIE TW ENTY-TIilRD 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 

and St. James, Louisiana 
GOVERNM ENTAl. FUNDS 

Statem ents of Revenues, Expenditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balances - Continued 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1995 

G eneral 
Fund 

Title 
IV-D 
Special 
Revenue 

Statem ent 13 

W orthless 
Check 

Collection 
Fee Special Total 
Revenue (Memorandum 
Fund Only) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
O VER EXPENDITURES 

.$ (87,760) $ 92,317 $ 50,917 $ 55,474 

OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES) 
Operating transfers in 
Operating transfers out 
Total other financing sources (uses) 

125,336 

(76,822) 
125,336 (76,822) 

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF REVENUES 
O VER EXPEND ITU RES AN D O TH ER 
SOURCES (USES) 37,576 15,495 

FU N D BALAN CES A T BEG INN IN G O F Y EAR 28
,152 28,268 

FU N D BA LAN CES AT EN D O F Y EAR 

(48,514) 
(48,514) 

125,336 
(125,336) 

2,403 55,474 

28,826 85,246 

$ 311229 $ 140~720 

The accompanying notes are an integral par! of this statement
. 

- 5 - 



 



 



q~ 



INTRODUCTION 

DISTRICT A'I~ ORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY-TilIRD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

NOTES TO TilE FINANCIA l. STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the district attorney has charge of 
every criminal prosecution by lhe state in his district, is the representative of the state before the grand jury in 
his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He performs other duties as provided by law. The district 
attorney is elected by the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. Th e Twenty-Third 
Judicial District encompasses the parishes of Ascension, Assumption, and St. James, Louisiana. The district 
attorney had 27 employees as of December 31, 1995. 

NOTE A - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

BASIS OF PRESENTATION 

The accompanying financial statements of the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District have been 
prepared in co nformity with generally accepted acco unting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing 
governmental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

REPORTING ENTITY 

This report includes all funds and account groups which are controlled by the D istrict A ttorney of the Twenty- 
Third Judicial D istrict which was determ ined on the basis of criteria as set forth under G overnm ental A ccounting 

Standards Board (GASB) statement number 14. However, the state statutes that create the district attorneys also 
give the district attorneys co ntrol over all their operations. This includes the hiring and retention of employees, 
authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. 

Even though the district attorney is an independently elected official and is legally separate from the police  
jury/parish co uncils, the district attorney is fiscally dependent on the police jury/parish co uncils and is co nsidered 
to be a co mponent unit of the police jury/parish co uncils. Since the district attorney is a multiparish district 
attorney, the district attorney should be reported as a co mponent unit of only one police jury/parish council. 
Because the Ascension Parish Co uncil is the largest of the parish co uncils/police jury, the district attorney is 
considered  to be a component unit for financial reporting of As ce nsion Parish Co uncil. 

FUND ACCO UNTING 

Th e district attorney uses funds and account groups to report on its financial position and the results of 
operations. Fund accounting is designed  to demonstrate legal co mpliance  and to aid financial management by 
segregating transactions relating to certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. O n the other hand, an acco unt group 
is a financial reporting device designed  to provide accountability for ce rtain assels and liabilities that are not 
recorded  in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

- 9 - 



DISTRICT A'VrORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY.TIlIRD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

N OTES TO TIlE FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS - CONTINUEI) 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

FUND ACCOUNTING - Continued 

Funds of the district attorney are classified as governmental funds. Governmental funds account for the district 
attorney's general activities, including the collection and disbursement of specific or legally restricted monies and 
the acquisition of general f'~ed assets. Governmental funds of the district attorney include the following: 

The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana Revised  Statute (LSA-R.S.) 15:571.11, which 
provides that 12 percent of the fines co llected and bonds forfeited be transmitted to the district attorney to defray 
the necessary expenditures of his office. Also, LSA.R.S. 16.4 provides for additional revenues to be co llected  
through co urt cost in connection with convictions and under authority of LSA-R.S. 16:6 revenues were co llected 

as grants from one police jury and two parish councils within the district. Additional revenues include 
unrestricted grants from three school boards within the districl for general operations and revenues co llee led  
through the Pre-Trial lnlcrvention Program to help defray the cost of that program . 

Title IV-D Sveeial Revenue Fund 

The Title IV-D Special Revenue Fund co nsists of incentive payments and reimbursement grants from the 
Louisiana Department of Social Services, authorized by Act 117 of 1975, to establish family and child support 
programs co mpatible with Title IV-D of the Social Security Act. The purpose of the fund is to enforce the 
supporl obligation owed by absenl parents to their fam ilies and children, to locale absent parents, to establish 
paternity, and to obtain fam ily and child support. 

W orthless Check Collection Fee Soecial Revenue Fund 

The W orthless Check Collection Fee Spec ial Revenue Fund co nsists of fees co llected  in accordance  with 
Louisiana Revised Statute 16:15, which provides for a spec ific fee whenever the district attorney's office  co llec ts 
and processes a worthless chec k. Expenditures from this fund are the sole discretion of the district attorney and 
m ay be used  to defray the salaries and other expenses of the district attorney's office , but m ay not be used  to 
supplem ent the salary of the district attorney. 

n 

Th e Pre-Trial Intervention and Res titution Agency Fund was created as the result of the Pre-Trial Intervention 
Program . Th is program was designed to meet the needs of ce rtain non-violent first tim e offenders in an attem pt 
to deter their crim inal behavior and m inimize loss to victims of these crim es by collecting restitution from these 
offenders. Agency funds are custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve measurement of 
results of operations. 

- 10 - 



BASIS O F ACCO UNTING 

DISTRICT ATTO RNEY O F TIlE 'ITVEN'IT -TilIRI) 
JUDICIAL 1)IS]'RICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIA l, STATEM ENTS 
Decem ber 31. 1995 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the accounts and reported in the 
financial statements. Basis of accounting relates to the tim ing of the measurements m ade, regardless of the 
measurement focus applied . The governmental funds are accounted  for using a flow of current financial resources 
mea surement focus. The accompanying general purpose financial statements have been prepared  on a modified  
accrual basis of accounting (except for the Pre-Trial Intervention and Restitution Agency Fund, which is prepared  
on the cash basis of accounting, and which approximates the modified  accrual basis of accounting). The 
governmental funds use the following practices in recording revenues and expenditures: 

Com m issions on fines and bond forfeitures are recorded in the year they are earned. G rants are recorded  when 
the district attorney is entitled  to the funds. Substantially, all other revenues are recorded when rece ived. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accoum ing when the related  fund 
liability is incurred . 

O ther Financial Sources ~Uses 

Transfers between funds that are not expecled to be repaid are accounted for as other financing source s (uses) 
and are recorded  in the year the transfers are authorized. 

BUDGIffI'S 

Th e proposed  budgets for the General Fund and the Title 1V-D Special Revenue Fund for the year ending 
December 31, 1995, were prepared  December 15, 1994, using the modified accrual basis of acc ounting. The 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Th ird Judicial District did not prepare or adopt a budget for W orthless Check 
Co llection Fee Spec ial Revenue Fund for the year ended December 31, 1995, because a budget was not required 
to be prepared  or adopted . Th e district attorney does not use encumbrance accounting, and all appropriations 
lapse at the end of the fiscal year. 

CASII AND CASIt EQUIVALENTS 



FIXED ASSETS 

DISTRICT AIT ORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY-TilIRI) 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

Fixed assets are reco rded as expenditures at the time purchased, and the related assets are capitalized (reported ) 
in the general fixed assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. The 
majority of all fixed assets are valued at historical cost. All other fixed assets used in the district attorney's office 
are provided by the police juries or parish council within the district and are accounted for in the general fixed 
assets account group of those police juries or parish council. 

COM PENSATED ABSENCES 

Employees of the district attorney earn 10 days vaca tion leave per year and 10 days sick leave per year. An 
employee is entitled  to take one wee k of vaca tion leave after 6 months of employment. After 5 years of 
employment, an employee  is entitled to take 3 weeks of vaca lion leave. Two personal days are granted  to 
employees yearly, which ca nnot be accrued. 

Employee s who resign or retire, are entitled  to receive pay for all unused  vaca tion leave that has bee n 
accumulated . However, no employee may accumulate more than 10 days of unused vaca tion leave. Employee s 
are not paid for sick leave upon lea ving the service of the district attorney's office , but accrual of sick leave is 
lim ited  to twenty-five days. 

At December 31, 1995, there are no m aterial accum ulated or vested  benefits relating to vaca tion or sick leave that 
require disclosure to co nform with generally accepted accounting principles. 

TOTAl. COLUM NS ON STATEM ENTS 

The total co lumns on the statements arc captioned M emorandum Only to indicate that they are presented  only 
to facilitate financial analysis. Data in these co lumns do not present financial position or results of operations 
in co nformity with generally accepted  accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a co nsolidation. 

NOTE B - CASII AND CASII EQUIVAI,ENTS 

At December 3L 1995, the dis'trier a~torney had cash and cash equivalents (hook balances) totaling $65,576, and 
(bank balance s) totaling $110,792. Under state law, these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) must be 
secured  by fed eral deposit insurance  or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal agent bank. The market value 
of the pled ged  securities plus the fed eral deposit insurance  must at all times equal the amount on deposit with 
the fisca l agent bank. A t Dece mber 31, 1995, the district attorney has $110,792 of federal deposit insurance 
(GASB Risk Category 1). 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY-TIIlRI) 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

N OTES TO TIlE FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS o CO NTINUED 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

NOTE C - RECEIVABLES 

The following is a sum mary of receivables at December 31, 1995 

Class of Receivable 

Com m issions on fines and forfeitures 
lntergovernm ental revenues - Louisiana 
Louisiana Department of Social Services: 
Title IV.D ince ntive fees 
Incentive payments 
Police juries and parish council 

O ther revenues 
Total 

NOTE D - DUE FROMfrO OTIIERS 

G eneral 
Fund 

Title 
IV -D 
Special Total 
Revenue (Memorandum 
Fund Only) 

$17,077 $ $17,077 

The following is a sum m ary of amounts due from/to others al Dece mber 31, 1995 

Pre-Trial Intervention and R estitution Fund 
Crim e V ictim s 
G eneral Fund 

Total 

NOTE E - CI1ANGES IN GENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

13,664 
25,275 

D ue 
From 

134 

13,664 
25,275 
20,625 
L694 

$781335 

D ue 
To 

134 

A summary of changes in general fixed assets (office furniture, equipment and auto) follows: 

Balance , January 1, 1995 

A dditions 
D eductions 

Balance , D ecem ber 31, 1995 

- 13 - 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY-TIIIRD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

N OTES TO TIlE FINANCIAl, STATEM FNTS - CONTINUED 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

NOTE F - PENSION PLAN 

Plan Description. The district attorney and assistant district attorneys are members of the Louisiana District 
Attorneys Retirement Sys tem (Sys tem), a cost.sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit pension plan 
administered by a separate board of trustee. 

Assistant district attorneys who earn, as a m inim um , the amount paid by the state for assistant district attorneys 
and are under the age of 60 at the time of original employment and all district attorneys arc required to 
participate in the System. For members who joined the System before July 1, 1990, and who elected not to be 
covered  by the new provisions, the following applies: Any m ember with 23 or more yea rs of cred itable service 
regardless of age may retire with a 3 perce nt benefit reduction for each year below age 55, provided that no 
red uction is applied  if the member has 30 or more years of service. Any member with at least 18 years of service 
may retire at age 55 with a 3 percent benefit red uction for each year below age 60. In addition, any member with 
at least 10 yea rs of service m ay retire at age 60 with a 3 perce ut benefit red uction for ea ch yea r retiring below 
the age of 62. The retirement benefit is equal to 3 perce nt of the member's average final co mpensation multiplied  
by the number of years of his membership service, not to exceed 100 perce nt of his average final compensation. 

For members who joined the System after July 1, 1990, or "who elected to be covered by the new provisions the 
following applies: M embers are eligible to receive normal retirement benefits if they are age 60 and have 10 yea rs 
of service  cred it, are age 55 and have 24 years of service  credit, or have 30 yea rs of service credit regardless of age. 
The normal retirement benefit is equal to 3.5 perce nt of the member's final-average co mpensation multiplied  by 
years of m em bership service. A m em ber is eligible for early retirem ent if he is age 55 and has 18 years oI service 
credit. The ea rly retirem ent benefit is equal to the normal retirement benefit reduced 3 perce nt for each year the 
member retires in advance of normal retirement age. Benefits may not exceed 100 perce nt of average final 
compensation. Th e System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established  or amended by 
state statue. 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial reporl that includes financial statements and req uired  
supplementary information for the Sys tem. That report m ay be obtained  by writing to the Lo uisiana District 
Attorneys Retirement System, 2109 Decatur Street, New Orlea ns, Louisiana 70116-2091, or by calling (504) 947- 
5551. 

Fundint, Policy. Plan members are req uired  by state statute to co ntribute 7.0 perce nt of their annual co vered  
salary and the district attorney is req uired to co ntribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The current rate is 2.5 
perce nt of annual co vered  payroll. Contributions to the Sys tem also include .2 perce nt of the ad valorem taxes 
collec ted  throughout the sate and revenue sharing funds are appropriated  by the legislature. Th e contribution 
req uirements of plan members and the district attorney are established  and may be amended  by state statute. As 
provided  by Lo uisiana Revised  Statute 11:103, the employer co ntributions are determined by actuarial valuation 
and are subject to change each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The district 
attorney's contributions to the Sys tem for the yea rs ending Dece mber 31, 1995, 1994, and 1993, were $1,835, $887, 
and $-0-, respectively, eq ual to the required  co ntributions for each year. 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY-TIIIRD 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT  

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

NOTES TO TIIE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

NOTE G - DEFERRED COM PENSATIO N PLAN 

Employees of the District Attorney of the Twenty -Third Judicial District may participate in the deferred 
compensation plan adopted under the provisions of Internal Revenue Code Section 457 (Deferred Compensation 
Plans W ith Respec t to Service For State and Local Governments). 

Th e deferred compensation plan is available to all employees of the police jury. Under the plan, employee s may 
elect to defer a portion of their salaries and avoid paying taxes on the deferred portion until the withdrawal date. 
Th e deferred  compensation amount is not available for withdrawal by employee s until termination, retirement, 
death, or unforeseeable emergency. 

Th e deferred co mpensation plan is administered by Great-W est Life & Annuity Insurance  Co mpany, an 
independent entity. Under the terms of an IRC Sec tion 457 deferred compensation plan, all amounts of 
co mpensation deferred  under the plan, all property and rights purchased  with those amounts, and all inco me 
attributable to those amounts, property, or rights are (until paid or made available to the employee or other 
beneficiary) solely the property and rights of the police jury (without being restricted to the provisions of benefits 
under the plan), subject only to the claims of the police jury's general cred itors. Participants' rights under the 
plan are equal to those of general cred itors of the police jury in the amount equal to the fair market value of the 
deferred account for each participant. The police jury believes that it is unlikely that plan assets will be needed 
to satisfy claims of general cred itors that might arise. All assets of the plan are reported  at fair market value and 
are adm inistered  by G rea t-W est Life & Annuity Insurance  Com pany. As part of its fiduciary role, the district 
attorney has an obligation of due care in selecting the third party adm inistrator. As of D ecem ber 31, 1995, the 
aggregate account balance of all participants was $93,133. 

NOTE II - I'O STRETIREM ENT IIFA LTII CARE AND LIFE INSURANCE BFNI"FITS 

Th e district attorney does not provide any postretirement health care or life insurance benefits 

NOTE I - LEASES 

Th ere are no material ca pital or operating leases as of December 31, 1995 

NOTE J - LITIGATION AND CLA IM S 

At December 31, 1995, there is no litigation pending against the district attorney nor is the District Attorney 
aware of any unasserted  claims. 

- 15 - 



DISTRICT ATi'ORNEY OF TIlE T~ NTY-TIIIRI) 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. Jam es, Lonisiana 

NOTES TO TIlE FINANCIA L STATEM ENTS - CONTINUED 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

NOTE K - EXPENDITURES OF TIlE DISTRICT A'VFORNEY NOT INCLUDED IN TIlE 
ACCOM PANYING FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

The accompanying financial statements do not include certain expenditures of the district attorney paid by the 
one police jury and two parish councils within the district or directly by the state. A portion of "the salaries of 
the district attorney and assistant district attorneys are paid directly by the state, by one police jury and two parish 
councils within the district. 

NOTE L - FEDERAl, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  

The district attorney participates in the United States Department of Health and Human Services Support 
Enforcement, Title IV-D Program, Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance  No. 13.783. This program is funded  
by indirect assistance  payments, in the form of both ince ntive payments and reimbursements of a portion of 
certain expenditures, rece ived  from the Louisiana Department of Social Serv ices. Th e district attorney rece ived  
Title IV.D and ince ntive payments of $174,012 applicable to the year ended  Dece mber 31, 1995. 

Th e reimbursement payments are restricted by a formal agreement between the district attorney and Department 
of Social Services and includes a budget of expected expenditures for ea ch fisca l year ending June 30. Th e district 
attorney subm its reimbursem ent requests to the Department of Social Serv ices on a monthly basis. 

Th ere are no restrictions on how ince ntive payments may be expended, exce pt as may be required  by state law 
for any other funds of the district attorney. However, these payments, as well as the reimbursement payments, 
may be subjected to further review and audit by the federal grantor agency. No provision has been made in the 
financial statements for the reimbursement of any expenditures that may be disallowed  as a result of such a review 
or audit. 
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DISTRICT ATI'O RNF~T  OF TiIE TW ENTY-TIIIRI) 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption

, 

and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL INFORM ATIO N SCIIEDULE 
Decem ber 31, 1995 

FIDUCIA RY FUND - AGENCY FUND 

PRE-TRIA L INTERVENTION AND RESTITUTION FUND 
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DISTRICT AT'rORNEN  O F TIlE TW ENTY-TIiIRI) 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

FIDUCIARY FUND - AGENCY FUND 

Schedule of Changes in Balance Due to Others 
Decem ber 31. 1995 

BALA NCE AT BEGINNING OF YEAR 

Additions: 
Collection of restitution payments from offenders 

Reductions: 
Distribution of restitution payments to crime victims 

BALA N CE AT END OF YEAR - DUE 1"O OTI1ERS 

(Crime Victims) 
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Schedule 1 

Pre-Trial 
Intervention 
Restitution 

$ 260 

5.240 

5,3(K, 



OTIIER REI'ORTS REQUIRED BY 

GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 



STA N J. W A G U ESPA CK 

Certified Public A ccountant 
A Professional Corporafion 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON INTERNAl. CONTROl. STRUCTURE 
BASED ON AN AUDIT OF TIlE GENERAL-PURPO SE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
PERFO RM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITIi GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STAN DARDS 

Honorable Anthony G . Falterm an 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial D istrict 

Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, 
and Sl. Jam es. Louisiana 

] have audited the general-purpose financial statements of District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District, 
component unit of Ascension Parish Council as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued 
my report thereon dated June 14, 1996. 

1 conducted  my audit in accordance  with generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by Ihe Com ptroller General of the U nited Stales. Th ose standards require that I plan and 
perform "the a~6it ~t~ t~btain t easo~able assurance ab~ 't ",x, he"thet "the ge~neral-purpc, se finar~cia~ sla~.ernen"ts are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Th e management of District Attorney of the Twenty-Th ird Judicial District, is responsible for establishing and 
maintaining an internal co ntrol structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management 
are required to assess the expected  benefits and related  co sts of the internal co ntrol structure policies and 
procedures. Th e objectives of an internal co ntrol structure are to provide managemenl with reasonable, but not 
absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposition, and that 
transactions are execuled in accordance wilh management's authorization and recorded  properly 1o permit the 
preparation of general-purpose financial statements in accordance  with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control struclure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur 
and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to fulure periods is subject to the risk 
that procedures m ay beco me inadequate because of changes in co nditions or that the effectiveness of the design 
and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 

In planning and performing my audit of "the general-purpose financial stalements of District Attorney of the 
Tw enty-Third Judicial District, for the year ended  December 31, 1995, I obtained an understanding of the internal 
control structure. W ith respect to the internal control structure, 1 obtained  an understanding of the design of 
relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed Conlrol risk in 
order to determine my auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing my opinion on the general-purpose 
financial statements and not to provide an opinion on the inlernal co ntrol structure. Accordingly, 1 do not 
express such an opinion. 
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M y consideration of the internal co ntrol structure would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal co ntrol 
structure that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the A m erican Institute of Certified  
Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a co ndition in which the design or operation of one or more of the 
specific internal co ntrol structure elements does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or 
irregularities in amounts that would be material in relation to the general-purpose financial statements being 
audited  may occur and not be detected  within a timely period by employees in the normal co urse of performing 
their assigned  functions. I noted  no m atters involving the internal co ntrol structure and its operations that I 
consider to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for the information and use of management, of District Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial D istrict, and interested  state and fed eral agencies . However, this report is a matter of public record, and 
its distribution is not lim ited . 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 14, 1996 
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STAN J. W A G U ESPA C K 

Certified Public Accountant 
A Professional Corporation 

INDEPENDENT AUI)ITOR'S REPORT ON COM PLIA NCE BASED 
O N AN AUDIT O F GENERAL-PURPOSE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

PERFORM ED IN ACCORDANCE W ITII GOVERNM ENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Anthony G . Falterman 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial D istrict 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. James, Louisiana 

I have audited the general.purpose financial statements of District Attorney of the Tw enty-Th ird Judicial District, 
component unit of As cension Parish Council, as of and for the year ended  December 31, 1995, and have issued 
my report thereon dated  June 14, 1996. 

1 co nducted my audit in accordance  with generally accepted  auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued  by the Comptroller General of the United States, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
issued  by the Society of Louisiana Certified  Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Th ose 
standards require that l plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about whether the financial 
statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance  with laws, regulations, co ntracts, and grants applicable to D istrict Attorney of the Twenty.Th ird 
Judicial District is the responsibility of District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District's management. As 
part of obtaining reasonable assurance  aboul whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, 
I performed  tests of the District Attorney of Tw enty.Third Judicial District's co mpliance with ce rtain provisions 
of laws, regulations, co ntracts, and grants. However, the objective of my audit of the general-purpose financial 
statem ents was not to provide an opinion on overall com pliance  with such provisions. Accordingly, 1 do not 
express such an opinion. 

Th e results of my tes t disclosed no instance s of noncom pliance  that are required to be reported  herein under 
Government Auditing Standards. 

Th is report is intended  for the information and use of management, of District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third 
Judicial District, and interested  state and fed eral agencies. However, this report is a matter of public reco rd, and 
its distribution is not lim ited . 

Baton Rouge, Lo uisiana 
June 14, 1996 
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STA N J. W A G U ESPA C K 

Certified Public A ccountant 
A Professional Corporation 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPO RT O N INTERNAl, CONTROl, STRUCTURF 
USED IN ADM INISTERING FEDERAl, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PRO GRAM S 

Honorable Anthony G . Falterman 
D istrict A ttorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial D is',rict 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

l have audited the general-purpose financial statements of D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Th ird Judicial D istrict 
as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued my report thereon dated June 14, 1996. 

I conducled  my audit in accordance  with generally acecpled auditing slandards; G overnment Audiline Slandards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and Office of M anagement and Budget Circular A-128, 
Audits of Stale and Local Governments. Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that 1 plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about whether the general-purpose financial statements are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

In planning and perform ing my audit for the year ended December 31, 1995, I considered the internal control 
structure of District Atlorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District, in order to determine my auditing proced ures 
for the purpose of expressing my opinion on District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District general- 
purpose financial statements and to report on the internal control structure in accordance with OM B Circular 
A-128. Th is report addresses my consideration of internal control structure policies and proce dures relevant to 
co mpliance  with requirements applicable to federal financial assistance programs. 

Th e m anagem ent of District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial D istrict, is responsible for establishing and 
maintaining an internal co ntrol structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by management 
are required  to assess the expected  benefits and related  co sts of internal co ntrol struclure policies and proce dures. 
Th e objectives of an internal control structure are 1o provide management with reasonable, but not absolute, 
assurance  thai assets are safeguarded againsl loss from unaulborJzed use or disposilion, thal Iransaclions arc 
exec uted in accordance  with m anagem ent's authorization and reco rded  properly to permit the preparation of 
general-purpose financial statements in accordance with generally accepted  accounting principles, and that fed eral 
financial assistance programs are managed  in co mpliance with applicable laws and regulations. Beca use of 
inherent limitations in any internal control struclure, errors, irregularities or instance s of noncompliance may 
nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is 
subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of changes in co nditions or thai the 
effec tiveness of the design and operation of policies and proce dures may deteriorate. 

For the purpose of this reporl, I have classified significa nt internal control struclure policies and procedure used 
in adm inistering the federal financial assistance  program into the following ca tegories: 
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Acco unting controls: 
Revenu~ /reee ipts 
Purchas~/disbursements/payrol 
Budgeting 

G rant adm inistration controls: 
General requirem ents: 
Political activity 
Civil rights 
Cash m anagement 
Federal financial reports 
Drug-free workplace 

Specific requirements: 
M atching 
Establish paternity 

For all of the internal co ntrol structure ca tegories listed  above, I obtained and understanding of the design of 
relevant policies and procedures and determined whether they have been placed in operation, and ] assessed 
control risk. 

D uring Ihe year ended D ecem ber 31, 1995, the D islrici Attorney of the Twenty-Third .Judicial D istrict had no 

major fed eral financial assistance programs and expended 100 per cent of total federal financial assistance under 
the nonmajor fed eral financial assistance program for the Child Support Enforcement Title IV.D Program (CFDA 
13.783). 

I performed lests of controls, as required by OM B Circular A-128, to evaluate the effectiveness of the design and 
operation of internal co ntrol structure policies and procedures thal I have co nsidered relevant to preventing or 
detee ling material noncompliance with specific requirements, general requirements, and requirements governing 
claims for advances and reimbursements and amounts claimed or used for matching that are al~plica ble to the 

forementioned nonmajor program. My procedures were less in sco pe than would be necessary to render an 
opinion on these internal control structure policies and procedures. Accordingly, 1 do not express such an 
opinion. 

M y consideration of the internal control structure policies and procedures used in administering federal financial 
assistance would not nece ssarily disclose all matters in the internal co ntrol structure ihal might co nstitute material 
weaknesses under standards established  by the Am erica n Institute of Certified  Public Accountants. A material 
weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or more of the internal control structure elem ents 
does not red uce  to a relatively low level the risk that noncompliance  with laws and regulations that would be 
material to a fed eral financial assistance  program may occur and not be detected within a timely period by 
employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. I noted  no matters involving Ihc internal 
co ntrol structure and its operations that ] co nsider to be material wea knesses as defined  above. 

This report is intended for the information and use of m anagement, of District Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial District, and interested  slate and fed eral agencies. However, this report is a m atter of public reco rd, and 
its distribution is not lim ited . 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 14. 1996 
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STA N 3. W A G U ESPA C K 

Certified Public A ccountant 
A Professional Corporation 

INI)EPENI)ENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM PI,IANCE W ITil TIlE GENERAl, 
REQUIREM ENTS RELATING TO FEDERAl, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCF PROGRAM S 

Honorable Anthony G. Falterman 
D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial D istrict 

Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, 
and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

I have audited the general-purpose financial statements of District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District, 
COmponent unit of As cension Parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued 
my report thereon dated June 14, 1996. 

] have applied  procedures to test the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District's compliance with 
the following requirements applicable to its federal financial assistance  program , which is idenlified in the 
Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance, for the year ended D ece m ber 31, 1995: 

Political activity 
Civil rights 
Cash m anagem ent 
Federal financial reports 
Drug-free  workplace  

M y proce dure was limited to the applica ble proce dures described in the Office  of M anagement and Budget's 
Complianco  Supplement for Single Audits of State and Loca l Governments. M y procedures were substantially 
less in scope than an audit, the objective of which is the expression of an opinion on District Attorney of lhe 
Twenty-Th ird J udicial District's co mpliance  with the requirements listed in the preceding paragraph. Accordingly, 
1 do not express such an opinion. 

W ith respect to the items tested , the Tesnlt of those proce dures disclosed no material instance s of noncom pliance 
with the requirements listed  in the second paragraph of this report. W ilh respec t to the items not tested, nothing 
came to my attention that ca use<l m e to believe that District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial D istricL had 
not complied , in all material respects, with those requirements. 

Th is report is intended  for the information and use of management, of District Attorney of the "l~,enty-Third 
Judicial District, and interested  state and fed eral agencies. However, this report is a matter of public record, and 
its distribution is not lim ited . 

Baton Rouge, Lo uisiana 
June 14, 1996 
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STA N J. W A G U ESPA CK 

Certified Public Accountant 
A Professional Corporation 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM PLIANCE W ITII REQUIREM ENTS 
APPL1CABI.E TO NONM AJOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TRANSACTIONS 

Honorable Anthony G . Falterman 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial District 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

1 have audited the accom panying general-purpose financial statem ents of D istrict A ttorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial D istrict, com ponent unit of As cension Parish Council, as of and for the year ended Dece mber 31, 1995, 
and have issued my report thereon June 14, 1996. 

In connection with my audit of the general-purpose financial statements of District Attorney of the Twenty-Th ird 
Judicial District, and with my consideration of District Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial Districl's control 
structure used to administer the fed eral financial assistance  program , as required  by Office  of M anagement and 
Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State and Local Governments 1 selected certain transactions applica ble lo the 
Claild Support Enforcement Title I~-D Program (CFDA "13.783), a nonma}or fed eral financial assistance program, 
for the year ended Dece mber 31, 1995. As  required by OM B Circular A-128, 1 have performed  auditing 
procedures to lest compliance  with lhe requirements governing types of service s allowed  or unallowed; eligibility; 
matching; level of effort; co st alloca tion; claims for advances and reimbursements; and reporting requirements 
that are applicable to those transactions. M y procedures were substantially less in scope than an audit, the 
objective of which is the expression of an opinion on the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District's 
compliance with lhe~se requirements. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

W ith respec t to the item s tested , the results of those procedures disclosed no material instances of noncompliance  
with the req uirements listed  in the prexx:xling paragraph. W ith respect to the ilems not tested , nolhing ca me to 
my attention that caused me to believe lhal District Allorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial D istrict, had not 
complied , in all material respects, with these requirements. 

Th is report is intended  for the information and use of management, of District Attorney of the Tw enty-Th ird 
Judicial District, and interested stale and federal agencies. However, this report is a matter of public reco rd, and 
its distribution is not lim ited. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 14, 1996 
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STA N J. W A G U ESPA CK 

Certified Public A ccountant 
A Professional Corporation 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT O N SCIIEDULE O F 
FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

H onorable Anthony G . Falterman 
D istrict A ttorney of the Twenty-Third 
Judicial District 

Parishes of Ascension, As sumption, 
and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

1 have audited the general.purpose financial statements of D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Third Judicial District, 
component unit of Asce nsion Parish Council, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued  
my report thereon dated June 14, 1996. These general-purpose financial statements are the responsibility of 
District Attorney of the Tw enty-Third Judicial District's management. M y responsibility is to express an opinion 
on these general-purpose financial stalemenls based  on my audit. 

I co nducted  my audit in accordance  with generally accepted  auditing standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued  by the Co mptroller General of the United  States. Th ose standards require that 1 plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance  about whether the general-purpose financial statements are free 
of material m isstatement. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence  supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the general-purpose financial statements. An  audit includes assessing the accounting principles used  
and significant es timates m ade by m anagement, as well as evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. 
I believe that my audit provides a reasonable basis for my opinion. 

M y audit was m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general-purpose financial statements of District 
Attorney of the Tw enty-Th ird Judicial District, taken as a whole. The accompanying Schedule of Federal 
Financial As sistance is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general- 
purpose financial statements. Th e information in that sched ule has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied  in the audit of the general-purpose financial statements and, in my opinion, is fairly presented in all 
m aterial respects in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole. 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
June 14, 1996 
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Pass-Through G rantor 
Program Name 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY O F TIlE TW ENTY-TIIlR1) 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

Parishes of Ascension, Assum ption, 
and St. Jam es, Louisiana 

SC]IEDULE O F FEDERAL AW ARDS 
For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1995 

State of Louisiana Department of Socia 
Services O ffice  of Fam ily Support 

Title IV-D Program 

Federal 
CD FA 
N um ber 

- 27 - 

Schedule 2 

Recognized  
Revenues Expenditures 

13.783 $174,012 $174,012 


