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W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents of the District 
Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial D istrict as of December 3 I, 1 995, and for the year 
then ended. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the 
m anagem ent of the D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial D istrict. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based 
on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; 
Governmenl Audi#ng S/andards', issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; 
and O ffice of M anagem ent and Budget Circular A-128, "Audits of Slate and Local 
Governments." Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose 
financial statem ents are free of m aterial misstatem ent. An audit includes examining, on a 
test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general purpose 
financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and 
sig.ificant estim ates made by m anagement, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our 

In our opinion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above present fairly, in 
all m aterial respects, the financial position of the D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth 
Judicial D istricl, as of December 31, 1995, and the results of its operations for the year 
then ended in conformiW with generally accepted accounting principles. 

O ur audit w as m ade for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statements taken as a w hole. The schedules listed as supplem ental information in 
the table of contents are presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a 
required part of the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the 

Twenty-Fourlh Judicial District. Such information has been subjected to the auditing 



procedures applied ill the audit of the general purpose financial statements and
, in our 

opinion, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose 
financial statem ents taken as a w hole. 

In accordance with Governm ent Auditing Standards'
, we have also issued a reporl dated 

June 24, 1996, on our consideration & the District Attorney & the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial 
District's internal control structure and a report dated June 24

, 1996, on its compliance 
with law s and regulations. 

Harvey, l,ouisiana 

June 24, 1996 

S harp &  A dorno 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF q'HE TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAl. I)ISTRICT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

ASSETS AND OTHER DEBITS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Inveslulcn|s 

Receivables 
Coulu'Jissious OU fincs aud 
bond forfeitures 
Title 1V-I) incentives 
Court costs 

Automobiles 
o m cc furniture, cquipmcnt, and 
building improvements 

COM BINED BALAN CE SHEET 
ALL FUND TYPES AN D ACCOUNT GROUPS 

Govcrllmeutal 
Fund 
Type 

Gcuera 
Fund 

$27,954 
6,836,065 

18,50(I 
39,241 
20,9(t2 

Deccmbcr 3 I. 1995 

FiduciaD, 
Fund 
Typcs 

Agency 
Funds 

Account 
Group 
Gcneral 
Fixed 
A ssets 

$6,347 $ 
143,0(10 

154,561 

301,362 

Total 
(Mcmorandunl 

only) 

$34,3(11 
6.979.065 

18,5(10 
39,241 
20,9(12 
154,561 

301,362 

TOTAL ASSETS AN D 
OTHER I)EBITS $6,942,662 $149,347 $455,923 $7,547,932 

I.IABILITIES. FUND BALANCE 
AN D OTH ER CREDITS 
],iabililie.~ 

Accounts pa) able 
tteld for future disposition 

lbtal Liabilities 

I'}md l'klUiO, and Other ( 'redit.~ 
lnvcs0ncnl in general fixed 
assets 

Fund balance designated, 
unreserved 
Fund balance undesignated, 
unreserved 

$3,7 

3,7 

500.0(10 

6,438,951 

"lbtal l'~tm l I'.
'

qttily and Other 
( Yedils 6

,938,95 

$ $ 
149,347 

149,347 

455,923 

$3,711 
49,347 

53,(158 

455,923 

500,000 

6,438,951 

455,923 7,394,874 

TOTAL 13ABILITIES, FUND 
EQUITY, AND OTHER 
CREDITS $6,942,662 $149,347 $455,923 $7,547,932 

The accompanying notcs are an integral part of lifts statement 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE TW ENTY-FOU RTH JUDICIAL DJSTR1CT 
STATE OF LOUISIAN A 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REV EN UE, EX PENDITURES, AN D 
CHANGES IN FUND BAI,ANCE - AIJ, GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPES 

For the Year Ended December 31, 1995 

REVENUES 
Connnissions on asset forfeitures 
Fines and forfeitures 
Bond fees 
W orlhless cheek fees 
Postage fees 
Diversion fees 
Court costs 
Grants: 

l,ouisiana Departm ent of Social Services - 
Title IV-I) incenlives 
I,EAA education grant 

Interest earnings 

TO TAl, REV EN UES 

EX PIZ, N D 1TU R I~S 

Accounting fees 
Offi ce expenses 
Travel and train ing 
Professional fees 
Repairs and m aintenance 
lntergovernm ental transfers 
Capital outlays 

TO TAI, EX PENDITURES 

EXCESS (1)EFICII~NCY) OF 
RE, VENUES OV ER EX PENDITURES 

FUND BALANCE - BEGINNING OF YEAR 

FUND BALANCE - END OF YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

General Fund 

A ctua 

$107,132 
309,915 
98,883 
162,734 

200 
22,290 
112,819 

314,525 
22,500 
352,923 

$107,500 
305,000 
98,900 
170,000 

150 
23,500 

145,000 

290,000 
22,500 
285,000 

Variance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

($368) 
4,915 

(17) 
(7,266) 

5O 

(1,210) 
(32,181) 

24,525 
0 

67,923 

1,503,921 1,447,550 56,371 

5,814 
5,514 

32,676 
30,950 
7,086 
2,974 
38,832 

5,815 
6,000 
33,000 
30,000 
7,000 

150,000 
38.000 

1 
486 
324 

(950 
(86 

7,026 

(832 

123,846 269,815 145,969 

1,380,075 1,177,735 202,340 

5,558,876 5,558,876 

$6,938,951 $6,736,611 $202,340 



I)ISTR1CT ATTORNEY OF THE TW ENTY-FO URTH JUD ICIAL DISTRICT 
STATE OF LOU ISIAN A 

NO TES TO TIlE FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

For the Year Ended D ecember 31, 1995 

N O TE I - SUM M ARY O F SIG NIFICANT ACCO UNTING PO LICIES 

The significant accounting policies of the Offi ce of the District Attorney of the Tw enty 
Fourth Judicial l)istrict are described below : 

Basis o[ Presentation 
The accompanying fnancial statem ents of the D istricl Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth 
Judicial District have been prepared in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing 
governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

Reportinl~ EntitF 
As provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the 
District Attorn ey of lhe Twenty-Fourth Judicial District has charge of every criminal 
prosecution by the State in his district, is the representative of the State before the 

grand jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. lte performs other 
duties as provided by law . The District Attorney is ejected by the qualified electors of 

the judicial districl for a term of six years. The judicial district encompasses the Parish 
of Jefferson 

GASB Statemenl 14 established criteria for delermining the governmental reporting 
entity and components that should be included within the reporting entity. For financial 
reporting purposes, in conformity w ith GASB Statement 14, the financial statements of 
the D istrict Attorney include all funds and account groups that are w ithin the oversight 
responsibility of the D istrict Attorney's offi ce. 

For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Slatement 14, the D istrict 
Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial D istrict is a part of the district court system of 
the State of Louisiana. H ow ever, the state statutes that create the D istrict Attorneys 
also give the District Attorneys control over all their operations. This includes the 
hiring and retention of em ployees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, 
and the receipt and disbursement of funds. 3"he District Attorney is financially 

independent and operales autonomously from the State of Louisiana and independently 
fi-om the district court system . Accordingly, lhe Dislrict Allorney reports as an 
independent reporting entity. 
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NOTE I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Fund Accountine 
The D istrict Attorney uses funds and an account group to report its financial position 
and results of operations. Fund accounting is designed to demonstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial management by segregating transactions relating to 
certain government functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. An 
account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the funds because 
they do not directly affect net expendable financial resources. 

The D istrict Attorney's funds have been classified into two categories: governm ental 
and fiducial:y. Each category, in turn, is divided into separate fund types. The fund 
classifications and a description of each existing fund type follow : 

Gf?~,ernment_al 1,'uttds" 
Govern m ental funds account for m ost of the District Attorney's general activities, 
including the collection or disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies, the 
acquisition or construction of general fixed assets, and the servicing of general long- 

term obligations. G overnm ental funds include: 

General fund - the general operating fund of an entity, which accounts for all 
financial resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. The 
D istrict Attorney's revenue from  tines, fees, and certain other sources is 

accounted for in this fund. 

Special revenue funds - account for the proceeds of specific revenue sources that 
are legally restricted to expenditures for specified purposes. The District 
Attorney has no special revenue funds. 

Debt service funds - account for transactions relating to resources retained and 
used for the paym ent of principal and interest on those long-term obligations 
recorded in the general long-term debt account group. The D istrict Attorney has 

no debt service funds. 

Capital projects funds - account for" financial resources received and used for the 
acquisition, construction, or improvem ent of capital facilities not reported in other 

governmental funds. The District Attorney has no capital projects funds. 

l!iducialy l,imds 
Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held on behalf of outside parties 
including other governments, or on behalf of other funds within the government 
Fiduciary fim ds include: 



NOTE 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

'~ Expendable trust funds - accounted for in essentially the sam e m anner as 
govermnental funds. The resources, including both principal and earn ings, m ay be 
expended. The D istrict Attorney has no expendable trust funds. 

"~ Non-expendable trust funds - accounted for in essentially the same manner as 

proprietary funds (not included in these statements). The principal may not be 
expended. The D istrict Attorney has no non-expendable trust funds. 

Agency funds - account for assets held by the District Attorney on behalf of 
others as their agent. Agency funds are custodial in nature, and do not involve 
m easurem ent of results of operations. The District Attorney's Asset Forfeiture 
Fund is an agency fund. 

The funds presented in the financial statem ent are as follow s 

General l,'totd(l )istt'ict Attot71e3, 's 1~1~  
The D istrict Attorney's Expense Fund w as established in com pliance w ith Louisiana 

Revised Statute 15:571.1 l.A.(1).(b), which provides that twelve percent of all fines 
and forfeitures collected by the sheriff shall be remitted to the District Attorney's 
offi ce to be used by the D istrict Attorney in defraying in expenses of his offi ce. 

Additionally, the District Attorney, under the provisions of Louisiana Revised Statute 

15:571.11. L, effective June 22, 1993, receives twenty-five percent of all judgments of 
bond forfeiture retadered after the effective date, resulting fi'om the posting of a surety 
bond in a crim inal proceeding in the 24th Judicial D istrict. 

Agency ["und fA,s'set l,'orfeimre) 
The District Attorney's Asset Forfeiture Agency Fund is used to account for assets 
seized in narcotics cases in which the D istrict Attorney has received the seized assets, 
pending the final disposition of the case. The assets may ultimately be returned to the 
defendant from whom they were seized, transferred to another agency, or divided 
among the District Attorney, the Parish of Jefferson as custodian of judicial funds, 
and the seizing agency. In the latter instance, the D istrict Attorney is responsible for 
allocating the assets to the respective agencies net of the expenses incurred in 
handling the assets. 

Basis of Accounting 
The accounting and financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m easurement focus. All governmental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this measurement focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents of 
these funds present increases and decreases in net current assets. 

-7- 



NOTE I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governmental fired types and 
agency funds. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized 

when susceptible to accrual (i.e. when they become both measurable and available). 
"M easurable" m eans the amount of the transaction can be determined and "available" 
means collectible within the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay 
liabilities of the current period. Expenditures are recorded when the related fund 
liability is incurred Principal and interest on general long-term debt are recorded as 
fund liabilities when due. 

Other financing sources (uses) consist of transfers between funds that are nol expected 
to be repaid. These other financing sources (uses) are recognized at the time the 
underlying events occur. 

Revenue Recognition 
Com m issions on fines and forfeitures a~-e recorded in the year they are collected by the 
tax collector. Grants are recorded when the District Attorney is entitled to receive the 
fimds, lnterest earned on time deposits is recorded when the time deposits have 
matured and the interest is available. Other revenues are recognized w hen they becom e 
measurable and available to finance expenditures & the current period. 

Budgets 
The District Attorney adopts a formal budget for the General Fund on the modified 
accrual basis of accounting. Formal budget integration within the accounting records is 
em ployed as part of the accounting system . The D istrict A ttorney prepares and 

review s a com parison of budget to actual figures for revenues and expenditures on a 
quarterly basis. The District Attorney adopted its original 1995 budget on October 31, 
1994, and there was one subsequent anaendment during the year. Appropriations lapse 
at year end, and the District Attorney does not utilize encumbrance accounting. 

Cash and Investm ents 
Cash includes am ounts in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, and 
m oney market accounts. U nder state law , the D istrict Attorney m ay deposit funds in 
dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, or tim e 
deposits w ith state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having 
their principal offi ces in Louisiana. 

Under state law , the D istrict Attorney m ay invest in U nited States bonds, treasury 
notes, or certificates. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities 
exceed 90 days; how ever, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are 

classified as cash equivalents. Investm ents are stated at cost. 

-8- 



NOTE I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Fixed Assets 
Fixed assets of governmental funds are recorded as expenditures at the time they are 
purchased or constructed, and the related assets are capitalized in the general fixed 
assets account group. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets. All 
fixed assets are valued at historical cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not 
available. 

The costs of normal m aintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of assets or 
materially extend asset lives are not capitalized. 

The general fixed asset account group is not a fund. It is concerned only with the 
m easurement of financial position and does not involve measurement of results of 
operations. 

Certain fixed assets used in the D istrict Attorney's offi ce are provided by Jefferson 

Parish, (a separate entity) and are accounted for in the general fixed assets account 
group of the Parish. 

Com vensated Absences 
Em ployees of the D istrict Attorney's offi ce accrue vacation leave at val-ying rates, 
based on their years of continuous service. Employees hired before April 26, 1986 may 
carry forward a maximum of ninety unused vacation days from one year to the next. 
Employees hired after April 26. 1986 m ay carry forward a m axim um of twenty days. 

Em ployees accrue sick leave at a rate of 13 days per year. There is no lim itation on the 
am ount of sick leave that m ay be carried forward from one year for the next. At the 
tim e of retircm enl, sick leave can be convened into cash and/or service credit, 

All em ployees' salaries are paid by the Jefferson Parish Council and the State of 
Louisiana and any accruals relating to vacation leave are properly includable in the 
financial statem ents of the Council and the State. 

Fund Equitl~ 
Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriable for expenditure or 
legally segregated for a specific future use. D esignated fund balances represent 
tentative plans for future use of financial resources. 

Total Colum ns on Stutem ents 
Total columns on the general purpose financial statements are captioned 
"M emorandmn Only" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial 
analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial position or results of 
operations in conformity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either are 

-9- 



NO'|'E 1 - SUM S~ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNXING POLICIES (~onlinued) 

such data comparable to a consolidation, lnterfund eliminations have not been made in 
the aggregation of this data. 

Use o[ Estimates 
The preparation of financial statem ents in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates and assumptions that 
affect the reported am ounts of assets and liabilities and disclosm e of contingent assets 
and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported am ounts of 
revenues and expenditures during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from 
those estimates. 

NOTE 2 - CASH AND CAS|t EQUIVALENTS 

At year end, the carrying amount (book balance) of the District Attorney's deposits was 
$34,301 and tile bank balance was $53,911. The book balance is categorized as follow s: 

Amount insured by the FDIC, 
or collateralized with securities 
he~d by ~.he D is'tric't Allorney's agent 
in tile D istrict Attorney's nam e 

Amount collateralized w ith securities 
held by the pledging financial institution's 
trust departm ent or agent in the D istrict 
Attorney's nam e 

Uncollateralized (includes balances that 
are collateralized with securities held by 
the pledging financial institution, but not 

in the District Attorney's name) 

Total bank balance 

$ 34,301 

-0- 

$ 34,301 

Under state law , these deposits must be insured by federal deposit insurance or the 
pledge of securities ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged 
securities plus the federal deposit insurance must at all tim es equal the amount on deposit 
with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal agent 
bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties. 

A', December 3;, lggs, ',be District A'd, orney has $34,301 in dept, s:,ls (collected bank 
balances). These deposits are secured from risk by $34,301 of federal deposit insurance. 

- 10- 



NO TE 3 - INVESTM ENTS 

The District Attorney's investments at year end are categorized below to give an 
indication of the level of risk assum ed by the D istrict Attorney. Category 1 includes 
investm ents thai are either insured or registered, or for which the securities are held by 
the District Attorney, or its agent, in the D istrict Attorney's nam e. Category 2 includes 
uninsured and unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the broker's 
or dealer's trust departm ent or agent in the D istrict Attorney's nam e. Category 3 
includes uninsured o1" unregistered investments for which the securities are held by the 
broker or dealer, or by its tru st departm ent or agent, but not in the D istrict Attorn ey's 
nalne. 

. 
Calegor~, 

Carrying 
Alnouul 

M arket 
Value 

U S. rl'reasm7 
Notes $ -0- $3,970,052 $ -0- $3,971L052 $4,009,830 

FNM A Discoun 
Noles 

U.S. rl'reasm7 
Bills 

Total 

-0- 467,134 499,000 

-0- 
_ 1,373.550 . 

-0- 

$ -0- $5,810,736 $ -0- $5,9!!11.669 

In addition, the District Attorney has $1,168,329 invested in the Louisiana Asset 

Management Pool, Inc. (LAM P), a local government investment pool (see Summary of 
Significant Accounting Policies). In accordance with GASB Codification Section 
150.165, the investm ent in LAM P at D ecember 31, 1995, is not categorized in the three 
risk categories provided by G ASB Codification Section 150.164 because the investment 
is in the pool of funds and therefore not evidenced by securities that exist in physical o1" 
book entry form . LAM P is adm inistered by LAM P, Inc., a non-profit corporation 
organized under the law s of the State of Louisiana w hich was form ed by an initiative of 
the State Treasurer in 1993. The corporation is governed by a board of directors 
com prising the State Treasurer, representatives from various organization of local 
governm ent, the Governm ent Finance Offi cers Association of Louisiana, and the Society 
of l,ouisiana CPAs. Only local governm ents having contracted to participate in LAM P 

have an investment interest in its pool of assets. The primary objective of LAM P is to 
provide a safe environm ent for the placement of public funds in short-term , high-quality 
investm ents. The I,AM P portfolio includes only securities and other obligations in which 
local govern m ents in Louisiana are authorized to invest. Accordingly, LAM P 
investments are restricted to securities issued, guaranteed, or backed by the U .S. 
Treasury, the U.S. Govern ment, or one of its agencies, enterprises, or instrumentalities, 
as w ell as repurchase agreements collateralized by those securities. The dollar w eighted 



NOTE 3 - INVESTM ENTS (continued) 

average portfolio m aturity of LAM P assets is restricted to not m ore than 90 days, and 
consists of no securities with a m aturity in excess of 297 days. LAM P is designed to be 
highly liquid to give its participants imm ediate access to their account balances. 

NO TE 4 - FIX ED A SSETS 

The following is a sum m ary of changes in the general fixed asset account group during 
the year: 

Balance 
JaonaD' 1, 
1995 Additions Deletions 

Aulomobiles $ 158,686 
Furnilure and equipnmnt 180.276 
Building improvemenls 75,168 

Tola 

NO TE 5 - PENSIO N PLAN S 

$ -0- 
38,832 
7.086 

45,918 

$ 4,125 
-0- 
-0- 

Balallee 
December 31 

1995 

$ 154,561 
219,108 

~ _ _82,254 

455,923 

The District Attorney and assistant district attorneys are members of the Louisiana 
District Attorneys' Retirem ent System . The Louisiana D istrict Attorneys' Retirem ent 
System is a multiple employer state-wide retirem ent system which is adm inistered and 
controlled by a board of trustees. The District Attorney's offi ce does not contribute to 
the plan or guarantee any of the benefits granted by the plan. 

All other employees of the D istrict Attorney's offi ce are m embers of the Parochial 
Em ployees' Retirem ent System of Louisiana and/or Em ployees' Retirement System s of 
Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. All costs relating to salaries and pension contributions are 
paid by Jefferson Parish and the State of Louisiana; therefore

, such costs are not 
included in the accompanying financial statem ents

, but are included in the financial 
statements of the Parish and the State. 

N O TE 6 - EX PEN SES PA ID BY O TItER S 

The accom panying financial statements do not include certain expenditures of the 
District Attorney's ofi~ce paid out of the funds of the District Court

, or directly by the 
State of Louisiana or the Parish of Jefferson. The Title IV-D Fund (reimbursement 
portion), which is maintained and accounted for by Jefferson Parish, is the reporting 
responsibility of the Parish. A sum m ary of funds paid on behalf of the D istrict 
Attorney's office follow s: 
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NOTE 6 - EXPENSES PAID BY OTItERS (continued) 

Salaries and 

Parish of Jeffcrson 

F.nualovcc Benefits Olher Tota 

$2,969.227 $647,761 $3,616,988 

Stale of l.ouisiana 1.378.000 -0- 1,378,000 

Tola $4,347,227 $647,761 ~4,994~988 

NO TE 7 - FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANC E PRO G RAM  

The District Attorney participates in the United States D epartm ent of Health and Hum an 
Services Child Support Enforcement, Title IV-D Program , Catalog of Federal Dom estic 
Assistance N umber 13.783. The Federal expense reimbursement portion of this program 
is included in the general purpose financial statements of JetTerson Parish. 

The District Attorney receives and accounts for incentive paym ents received from the 
Louisiana D epartm ent of Social Services and calculated as a percentage of each type of 
child support collected. Incentive paym ents earned during the year ended D ecember 31, 
19(;5, 'to'ta'ted $3'~4,525. These funds are recorded in ~the genera~ fund of "the l)is'tric't 
Allorney's office, as there are no restrictions on the expenditure of incentive funds, 
except as required by State law for any other funds of the D istrict Attorney. 

NO TE 8 - INTERG O V ERN M EN TA L TRA N SFER S 

The follow ing budgeted transfers were made by the District Attorney's offi ce for the 
year ended D ecember 31, 1995: 

l.ouisiana District Attorneys Association $ 2~974 

The District Attorney entered into a cooperative agreement w ith the I,ouisiana D istrict 

Attorneys Association (LDAA) in which the District Attorney agreed to find the local 
m atch portion of a l.ouisiana Comm ission on Law Enforcement Grant to LDAA for 
crime lab research. The grant period ended September 30, 1994 and $32,205 was 
expended during the year ending December 31, 1994. The subsequent expenditure of 
$2,974 was m ade in JanuaL'y of 1995 as the final m atching-fund payment under the 
cooperative agreem ent. 
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NO TE 9 - ECO NO M IC DEPENDENCY 

The District Attorney's office receives a majority of its funding through the Jefferson 
Parish Council, the Slate of Louisiana, and the Federal governm ent through its Title IV- 
I) contract. If significant budget cuts are m ade at the Federal, State, or local level, the 
amount of funds the District Attorney's offi ce received could be reduced substantially, 
resulting in an adverse impact on ils operations. 

The D istrict Attorney is not aware of any actions thal will adversely impact tile amount 
of funds to be received in the year ending D ecember 31, 1996. 

NO TE 10 - LITIG A TIO N 

The District Attorney's offi ce is a named defendant in several law suits, which it is 
vigorously defending. Such m ailers arise oul of the norn~al course of operations. W hile 
lhe results of litigation cannot be predicted w ith certainty, m anagem ent believes, based 
on the advice of legal counsel, the final outcom e of such litigation will not have a 
m aterial adverse effect on the D istrict Attorney's financial position. 

NOTE 11 - SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 

In June of 1996 the District Attorney transferred $2.5 million in cash to Jefferson Parish 
for use in combating prison overcrowding in the parish. 
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SU PPLEM EN TA L IN FO R M A TIO N 



I)ISTR1CT ATTORNEY OF ]'tie TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL D ISTRICT 
STATE OF LOU ISIAN A 

AG ENCY FUNDS 

Agency funds are used to account for assets held by the District Attorney as an agent for 
individuals, private organizalion, other governmental units, and/or other funds. 

Asset Forfeiture 
This fund is used to account for assets seized in narcotics cases in which the District 
Attorney has received the seized assets pending the final disposition of the case. The 
assets may ultimately be returned to the defendant from whom they were seized, 
lransferred to another agency, or divided am ong the D istrict Attorney; the Parish of 

Jefferson, as custodian of judicial funds; and the seizing agency. In lhe latter instance, 
the District AItorney is responsible for allocating the assets to the respective agencies net 
of the expenses incurred in handling the assets. 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TH E TW ENTY-FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

AGENCY FUND - ASSET FORFEITURE 

SCHEDULE OF CHANGES 
IN DEPO SIT BALAN CES D UE TO OTH ERS 

For the Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1995 

DEPO SIT BA1,ANCtiS D UE TO OTH ERS 
AT JAN UARY 1. 1995 

ADDITIONS 
Deposits: 

Forfeitures 
O lher 

Fre es collecled 
Fees collected 

TOTAl, ADDITIONS 

RED U ('TIO N S 
l)eposils settled to: 

1 ,iligants 
D istrict Attorney's O ffi ce 
Other agencies 

TO TAl, REDUCTIO N S 

DEPOSIT BALANCES DUE TO OTH ERS 
AT DECEM BER 31. 1995 

See Independent Audilor's Report 
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A ssel 
Forfeiture 
Fund 

$245,982 

321,324 
1.279 

322.603 

21,216 
80,408 
317,614 

419,238 

$149.347 



 

C O M PL IA N C E A N D 
IN T ER N A L C O N TR O L SEC TIO N 



R. PATRICK SHARP, Ill 
~,I'dAN E. AIX3P.NO, I.;). 

KEH.Y C M AURICE 
IOSEPI I T. GARDEMAI. 

SH A R P &  A D O R N O  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCO UN TANTS 

A PIt.OFE.%qlONAL ACCOUNTING C.ORI'ORATION 

INDEPENDEN T AUDITO R'S REPO RT O N INTERNAL 
CONTROl, STRUCTURE IN ACCORD ANCE W ITH 

(;O VI'2RNM EN T A UI)fI1NG STANI)ARDS 

Jack M . Capella 
l)istrict Attorney of the 
Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District 
State of l,ouisiana 

2439 Manhauan B~)ulevard 
Suite 205 

} Iarvey. Louisiana 70058 
(504) 362-5340 

FAX(504) 362-5843 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the 

Twenty-Fourth Judicial District, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and 
have issued our report thereon dated June 24, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
(;o'vernnwl~l A udilmg StcoMar~ , issued by the Com ptroller General of the United Stales. 
These standards require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagem enl of the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District is 
responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this 

responsibility, estimates and judgments by management are required to assess the expected 
benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The 

objectives of an internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but 
not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or 
disposition, and that lransaclions are executed in accordance w ith m anagement's 
authorization and recorded properly to perm it the preparation of general puJpose financial 
statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. Because of 
inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors or irregularities may 

nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure 
to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because of 
changes in conditions, or thai the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies and 
procedures m ay deteriorate. 

In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statem ents of the 
Dislrict Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District for the year ended Decem ber 31, 
1995, w e obtained an understanding & the internal control structure. W ith respect to the 
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internal control structure, we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies 
and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and w e assessed control 
risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide an opinion on the 
intern al control structure. Accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion 

O ur consideration of the internal control structure w ould not necessarily disclose all 
matters in the internal control structure that might be material weaknesses under standards 
established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A material 
weakness is a condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore of the specific 
internal control structure elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
errors or irregularities in amounts that w ould be m aterial in relation to the general purpose 
financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by 
em ployees in the normal course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no 
m atters involving the internal control structure and its operation that w e consider to be 
m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

W e noted other m atters involving the internal control structure and its operation thai we 
have reported to the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District in a separate 
lelier dated June 24. 1996 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the D istrict Attorney, management, and the 
Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

Harvey, 1Jouisiana 

June 24. 1996 
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g. PAl kiCK SI IARI', III 
BRIAN E. AIX)RNO, J.D. 

KELLY C M AURICE 
JOSEPI 11~ GARDEMAL 

SH A R P &  A D OR N O  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCO UNTANTS 

k PR()FE.%SIONAL ACCOUNTING COR.PC)RATJON 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON COM PLIANCE 
W ITH LAW S AN D REG ULATIO N S IN ACCORDAN CE 

W ITH GO VIOCNM I'~N 'f A UI)II]NG SI'ANI)ARI)S 

Jack M  Capella 
District Attorney of the 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District 
State of I,ouisiana 

2439 Manhattan P~ulevard 
Suite 205 

l larve~, Lnlisiatla 70058 
(504) 362-5340 

FAX(504) 362-5843 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the 
Twenly-Fourlh Judicial D istrict as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1995, and have 
issued our report thereon dated June 24, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and 
Governmem Auditing Standard~, issued by the Comptroller General of the United Stales. 
Those standards require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance with law s, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable to the D istrict 
Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial D istrict is the responsibility of m anagem ent. As 
part of obtaining reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose financial 
statements are fiee of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of the District Attorney's 
com pliance with certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, and grants, ttowever, 
our objective was not 1o provide an opinion on overall compliance with such provisions, 
Accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. 

The results of our tests of com pliance disclosed no reportable noncompliance findings that 
are required to be reported under GovernmeHt Auditmg Standard~'. 

I'his report is intended for the inform ation of lhe 1)islrict Attorn ey, m anagement, and the 
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Legislative Auditor of the Slate of Louisiana. This restriction is not intended to lim it the 
distribution of this report, w hich is a matter ofpublie record. 

tlarvey I Jouisiana 
June 24, 1996 
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BF.IAN E AIK)RNO, J.I). 
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JOSEPI l T. GAP, I}EMAI. 

SH A R P &  A I)ORN O  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

A PROFE.%qIONAL AC(X)UNTING (X-)tU'O P, ATION 

IN DEPEN DENT AU DITOR 'S REPORT ON 
SCH EDU LE OF FEDERAL FIN ANCIAl, ASSISTAN CE 

Jack M . Capella 
District Attorney of the 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District 
State ofI ,ouisiana 

2439 Manhattan l~ulevard 
Suite 205 

ttarve'~', L~uisiana 70058 
{934~ 362-$340 

FAX(504) 362-5843 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the 
Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District for the year ended D ecember 31, 1995 and have issued 
our report thereon dated June 24, ]996. These general purpose financial statem ents are 
the responsibility of the D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial D istrict's 
managem ent. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial statements based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States 
and the provisions of Offi ce of M anagem ent and Budget Circular A-128, "Audits of State 
and Local Governments?' Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan 
and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose 
financial statements are free m aterial misstatem ent. An audit in accordance w ith these 
standards includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing 
the accounting principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagement, as well as 
evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides 
a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statements of the D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District taken 
as a whole. Tile accompanying Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial 

statements. 'File information in that schedule has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our 
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opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose financial 
statements laken as a whole. 

ltarvey, Louisiana 

June 24, 1996 
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SH A R P &  A D OR N O  
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

A I'I~.OFE~;IONAL ACCOUNTING CORIK3RATION 

IN DEPENDENT AU D ITO R'S REPO RT O N TIlE INTERNA l, 
CO NTRO L STR UCTURE U SED 1N A DM INISTERING 
FEDERA l, FINA NC IAl, A SSISTA NC E PRO G RAM S 

Jack M . Capella 
D istrict Attorney of the 
Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District 
Slate of Louisiana 

2439 Manhattan P~mlevard 
Suite 205 

t larvcy, L~uisiana 70058 
(504) 362-5340 

FAX(504) 362-5843 

W e have audiled lhe general purpose financial statem ents of the D istrict Altorney of the 
Tw enly-Fourth Judicial D istrict for the year ended Dccelnber 31, 1995, and have issued 
our report thereon dated June 24, 1996. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, 
(;overnm etll Auditing Standards', issued by the Com ptroller General of the United States; 

and Office of Management and Budget (OM B) Circular A-128, "Audits of State and 
Local Governm ents". Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that we plan and 
perforln lhe audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose 
fnancial statelnents are free of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

In planning and perform ing our audits for the year maded D ecember 31, 1995, w e 
considered the internal control slructure of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth 
Judicial District in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents of the D istrict Attorney 
of the Tw enty-Fourlh Judicial District and to report on the internal control structure in 
accordance w ith OM B Circular A-128. This report addresses our consideration of 
internal control struclure policies and procedures relevant to compliance with 
requirem ents applicable to federal financial assistance program s. W e have addressed 
internal control structure policies and procedures relevant to our audit of the general 
purpose financial statem ents in separate report dated June 24, 1996. 

3"he management of the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District is 
responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control structure. In fulfilling this 
lesponsibilily, estimates and judgments by management are required to asses the expected 
benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies and procedures. The 
objectives of an internal control structure are to provide managelnent with reasonable, but 
not absolute, assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or 
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disposition, that transactions are executed in accordance with management's authorization 
and recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statements in 
accordance w ith generaUy accepted accounting principles, and tb.at federal financial 
assistance programs are managed in compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 
Because of inherent limitations in any internal control structure, errors, irregularities, o1 

instances of noncompliance may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection 
of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures 
m ay become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the 
design and operation of policies and procedures m ay deteriorate. 

For tile purpose of this reporl, w e have classified the significant internal control structure 
policies and procedures used in administering federal financial assistance program s in the 
following categories: 

Activity Cycles 
Purchases and disbursements 
External financial reporting 
Payroll and personnel 

G eneral Requirem ents 
Political activity 
Civil rights 
Cash managem ent 
Federal financial reports 
Allowable costs/cost principles 
l)rug-Free W orkplace A ct 
Adm inistrative requirem ents 

A ccounting A pplications 
Purchasing and receiving 

Specific Requirem en 
Types of services 
Eligibility 
M atching 
Reporting 
Cost allocation 

For all the internal control structure categories listed above, we obtained an understanding 
of the design of relevant policies and procedures and determined whether they have been 
placed in operation, and we assessed control risk. 

During the year ended D ecember 31, 1995, the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth 
Judicial Districl received 100%  of its total federal financial assistance under the Title IV -D 

Program, a nonmajor federal financial assistance program, and expended $0. 

W e perform ed tests of controls, as required by OM B Circular A-128, to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the design and operation of internal control structure policies and 
procedures that we considered relevant to preventing or detecting material noncompliance 
with specific requirements, general requirem ents, and requirements governing claim s for 
advances and leimbursements and am ounts claimed or used for m atching that are 

applicable to the District Attorney of the Twenly-Fourth Judicial District's nonmajor 
federal financial assistance program, which is identified in tile accompanying Schedule of 
Federal Financial Assistance. Our procedures w ere less in scope than w ould be necessary 
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to render an opinion on these internal control structure policies and procedures 
Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure policies and procedures used in 
administering federal financial assistance would not necessarily disclose all matters in the 
internal control structure that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses under standards established by 
the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a 
reportable condilion in which the design or operalion of one or more of the internal 
control structure elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that 
noncom pliance w ith law s and regulations that w ould be m aterial to a federal financial 
assistance program may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in 
the norm al course of perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving 
the im ernal control structure and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial weaknesses 

as defined above. 

W e noted other m atters involving the internal control strtJclure and its operation that w e 
have reported to the m anagem ent of the D istrict Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial 
District in a separate letter dated June 24, 1996. 

This report is intended for the information of ihe District Attorney, management, and the 
1,egislalive Auditor of the State of Louisiana. H owever, this report is a m atter of public 
record and its distribution is not limited. 

H arvey, l,ouisiana 

June 24, 1996 
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IN DEPEND EN T A UDITO R 'S R EPO R T O N C O M PLIAN C E 

W ITH THE GENERAL REQUIREM ENTS APPLICABI,E 
TO FEDERA l. FINA NC IAL A SSISTA NCE PRO G RAM S 

Jack M . Capella 
I)istrict Attorney oflhe 
Twenty-Fourth Judicial District 

2439 Manhattan l~ulevard 
Suite 205 

I larvey, I~}uisiana 70058 
(504) 362-5340 

FAX{504) 362-5843 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statements of the District Attorney of the 
Twenly-Fourth Judicial District, as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995, and 
have isstied our report thereon dated June 24, 1996. 

W e have applied procedures to test the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial 
District's com pliance w ith lhe follow ing requirem ents applicable 1o its federal financial 
assistance program , w hich is identified in the Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance, for 

the year ended D ecember 31, 1995: 

Political activity 
.* Civil rights 
~ ~ Cash m anagem ent 

D rug fi'ee w orkplace 
~~ Federal financial reports 

Allow able costs 
,,~ Adm inistrative requirem ents 

Our procedures were limited to the applicable procedures described in the Offi ce of 

M anagement and Budget's ('ompliance Supplement for Single Audits of State and Local 
(;overnme##t. Our procedures were substantially less in scope than an audit, the objective 
of which is the expression of an opinion on the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth 
Judicial District's com pliance w ith the requirem ents listed in the preceding paragraph. 

Accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. 
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believe that the D istrict Attorn ey of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial D istrict had not com plied 
in all m aterial respects, w ith those requirem ents. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the D istrict Attorney, m anagem ent, and the 
l,egislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. How ever, this report is a m atter of public 
record and its distribution is not limited. 

ltarvey l,ouisiana 

June 24, 1996 
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June 24, 1996 

M r. Jack M . Capella 
D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth 
Judicial D istrict 
State of Louisiana 

D ear M r. Capella 

In planning and performing our audit of the general purpose financial statements of the 
District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial District for the year ended D ecember 31, 
1995, w e considered its internal control structure in order to determ ine our audit 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the general purpose financial 
statem ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control stru cture. H ow ever, 
during our audit, w e noted certain m atters, w hich w e do not consider reportable 
conditions, that we offer for your consideration: 

R ecords M anagem ent 

Finding 
During our testing of cash disbursements, District Attorney personnel could not locate 
one invoice out of a sam ple of twenty-five invoices selected for testing. W e w ere able 
to assure ourselves through alternate procedures, including a review of the canceled 
check, that the invoice was for a legal and legitimate expense of the office. 

Recom m endation 
W e recommend that all invoices be filed with a copy of the check written for the 
expense, and that responsible personnel periodically review the filing of invoices by 
support staff. 

This report is intended for the information of the D istrict Attorney, m anagem ent, and the 
Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. 

W e thank you for the cooperation given us during the course of our audit, and especially 
the assistance provided by Kim Penton. If you have any questions or com m ents 
concemin8 our observations and recommendations, please call us, W e will be pleased to 



D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth 
Judicial D istrict 
June 24, 1996 
Page 2 

answ er any questions or assist in the implem entation of any of our recom m endations
. W e 

look forward to w orking with you in 1996. 

JTG/m sw 

Sincerely 

Joseph T. Gardemal 1II 
Certified Public Accountant 


