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The ltonorab]e DebbJe D , lhldna]] 
East; Fe]iciana Parish Clerk of Court 
Clinton, Louisiana 70722 

PO_RT 

We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial 
statements of the East Fe]JcJana Parish Clerk of court, 
component unit of East Fe]icd ana Parish, as of and for the 
year ended June 3, ]996, anti for the year then ended, as 
] ~ sted ] n Ehe tab ] e of contents . These general purpose 
financial statements are the responsibility of the East 
Felieiana Parish Clerk of Court 's management . Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these genera]- 
purpose financial statements based on our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally 
accepted aud] Ling standards and government auditing 
standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States . Those standards require that we p lan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
genera] purpose financial statements are free of material 
misstateme~]t. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures Jn 
the general purpose financial statements. An audit also 
includes assesslng the accounting princJ pies used and 
significant estimates made by management , as well as 
evaluating the overall component unit financial statement 
presentatJ on . We be] ieve that our audit provides a 
reasonable basis for our opinion . 
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]n our opinion, the component unit financial statements 
referred to above present fairly , Jn all material respects, 
the financial position of the East Fe]Jciana Parish Clerk 
of Court as of June 30, ]996, and the results of its 
operations for the year then ended in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles . 

Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on 
the component unit financial statements taken as a whole . 
The combining and individual fund financial statements and 
schedule of changes in unsettled deposits listed in the 
Table of Contents are presented for purposes of additional 
analysis arld not a required part of the component unit 
financial statements of the East Feliciana Parish Clerk of 
Court, Clinton, LA. Such information has been subjected to 
the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the 
component unit financial statements and , in our opinion, is 
fairly presented in all material respects in relation to 
the component unit financial statements taken as a whole . 

In accordance wJt.h Government Auditing Standards, we have 
also issued a report dated December 5, 1996 on our 
consJderation of the East FelicJana Parish Clerk of Court's 
internal control structure and a report dated December 5, 
]996 on its comp liance w ith law s and regulations . 

er & Co ., A PA C 
December 5 , 1996 



 



A~SETS 

Cash & Equivalents 
Recei vab] es 
Due from other 

fund s 
Due from other 

govt . nnJts 
EquJ pment 

TOTA L A SSET S; 

EA ST FEL IC ]A NA PAR ISH CLERK OF' COURT 
CLINTON , LOU ISIANA 

COMB INED BALANCE SHEET 
ALL FUND TYPES & ACCOUNT GROUPS 

JUNE 30, 1996 

Gov 't 

Fu~d~_ 

Genera ] 
Ek*nd _ _  

$]44,529 
9 ,718 

L IA_B_]L I_T/E., S & EUND_ ~ QU!_T~ 

Liabilit/es : 
A ccounts Payab le 
Payroll Deductions 

Payab]e 
Due to other fund s 
Due to other govt . 

un]ts 
Unsettled Depo sits 
Compensated Absences 

Payable 

Tota ] 
Liabi]J ties 

Fund EquJ ty : 
Investment J n Genera] 

F ixed A ssets 
Ftlnd Ba lance - 

Undes]gnated 

2]0 

675 

Fi duc] ary 
Funds_  

Agency 
Fu!]ds 

$813,590 
- 0- 

- 0- 

A ccount 
~roudg~_ 
Genera l 
Fixed 
A ssets 

$ -0- 
- 0- 

- 0- 

- 0- 

Total 
_ l_M~emo r a~  dum On] y I_  

!99~ 1995 

$958,119 
9 ,718 

155 ,]32 

2 ,023 

1,093 
- 0- 

813 ,590 ]56 ,974 

- 0- 

- 0- 
210 

] ,010 -0- 
- 0- 813 ,380 

- 0- 

- 0- 

- 0- 
- 0- 

$933,805 
5 ,943 

2 10 263 

675 675 

~ 974 ]]7 424 

1 ,125 ,696 

2 ,023 

1 ,093 
210 

1,010 
813 ,380 

] ,058 ,110 

4 ,706 

3 ,800 
263 

- 0- 
792 ,385 

646 L 692 

7 ,772 813,590 -0- 82 1
, 362 804 ,846 

- 0- -0- 156,974 ]56
, 974 ]]7 ,424 

Unreserved 
6 

Tetal Equity 147~ 36 6 

840 

53~_2644 

TOTA L L IA B JL IT IES & 
FUND EQU]TY 155,]32 813,590 156

, 974 ] ,125 ,696 1 ,058
, 110 

= = == = = = = === ~ === == = ~ = = ~ = ~ = ~ = ~ ~ ~ ~ = = = ~ ~ = = = = ~ = ~ = = ~ = = = = ~  

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement
.
" 
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EA ST FEI,IC ]ANA PAR ISII CLERK OF COURT 
CI,] NTON , LOU IS IANA 

STA TEM ENT OF REVENUES , EXPEND ITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND BA LANCES 
GOV ERNM ENTA l. FUNDS 

FOR THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 AND 1995 

Licenses and perm its 
Fees, Charges & Commissions for Services : 

Court costs, fees and charges 
Fees for recording legal documents 
Fees for certified copies of documents 
M ~sce]]aneous 

Use of money & property - interest earnings 
Other revenues 

Tota l Revenues 

E X PE N. [.,/.TU RE S 

Total Expenditures 

EXCE SS OF R EV ENUE S OV ER EXPEND ITURES 

OJ]_~!!FZR _F_INANCJNG _SQ_uRCZ S ] US_E S) 

EXCE SS OF REV ENUE S A ND OTHER SOURCES 
OV ER EXPEND ITURE S AND OTHER U SE S 

FUND BA LANCES A T BEG INN ING OF YEAR 

FUND BA LANCE S AT END OF YEAR 

]996 

$ 2,545 

]44 
105 
4 7 
2 1 
15 
]0 

]30 
974 
996 
817 
75] 
834 

]995 

$ 2,235 

349 ,047 3]3,295 

213 
72 
10 
11 
29 

809 201 
183 62 
884 10 
143 13 
508 3 

734 
850 
523 
009 
]61 

33~ lj 527 29 1~ 277 

11,520 22 ,018 

- 0- -0- 

1],520 

]35 .840 

22 ,018 

13 .822 

147 ,360 135 ,840 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement ." 



EA ST FEL IC IANA PA R IS}I CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU I S 1ANA 

STA TEM ENT OF REV ENUES , EXPEND ITURE S AND CHANGES IN 

FUND BALANCES - BUDGET (GAAP Basis) AND ACTUAL 
GOV ERNMENTA L FUND S 

FOR THE YEA}{ ENDED JUNE 30, ]996 

Licenses & permits 
Fees, Charges & Commissions for 

Court costs , fees & charges 
Fees for recording legal 

docnm ents 
Fees for certified copies 
M ]seel]aneous 

Use of money - interest earnings 
Other revenues 

Total Revenues 

B_x_p~N!) I TUR E $ 

G enera l Governm ent : 
Persona] services & related 

benefits 
Operat ing service s 
Materials & supplies 
Travel & other charges 
Capital outlay 

Total Expenditures 

Budget _  A ctual 

$ 2,700 
Services : 

14 1,120 

02 
48 
21 
15 

000 
000 
500 
600 

2 ,545 

]44 ,130 

Variance 
Favorable 
(Unfavor- 

able]_ 

$ (155) 

3,010 

3 ,974 

(4) 
317 
15 1 

341,430 349,047 7,6]7 

212 ,942 2 ]3 
74 ,020 72 
11,520 10 
11,880 11 

340 

809 
183 
884 
143 

(867) 
1 ,837 

636 
737 
492 

EXCE SS OE REV ENUES OV ER EXPEND ITURES 1,068 ]1 ,520 10
, 452 

O__ T!IER _ _F!N_ANC ]_ NG SOU]ICE S~  S E S 

EXCE SS OF REV ENUES AND OTHER SOURCES 
OV ER EXPEND ITURES AND OTHER USES 1,068 ]1,520 ]0

, 452 

FUN D BA LANCE S A T BEG ]NN JNG OF YEA R _135,840 1
.35 ,840 -0- 

FUND BALANCES AT END OF YEAR 136,908 147,360 ]0
, 452 

= = = ~ = = = = = ~ = = = = ~ = = = = ~ = = = = = = = ~ = = ~ =  

"The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement . 
" 



EA ST FEL IC IANA PA R IS}] CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU IS]A NA 

NO TES TO THE F INANC IA L STA TEM ENTS 
A S OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , ]996 

INTRODUCT ION 

As provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution 
of ]974, the clerk o5 court serves as the ex-officio notary public; 
the recorder of conveyances, mortgages, and other acts; and has 
other duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is 
elected for a four-year term . 

]. ~UMMA~Y_QE3 ~ N~ ICA~T ACCQUNT[NG_ POL!C!ES 

A . BA S IS OF PRE SENTAT ION 
The accompanying general purpose financial statements of the 
East Fe]icJana Parish Clerk of Court have been prepared in 
conformity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAA 
as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Acconnti 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body f 
establishing governmental accounting and financial reporti 
principles . 

P) 
ng 
o r 

ng 

B . REPORT ING ENT ITY 
A s the governin9 authority of the parish, for reporting 
purposes, the East Fe]Jciana Parish Policy Jury is the financial 
reporting entity for East Fe]Jeiana Parish . The financial 
reporting entity consists of (a) the primary government (police 
jury), (b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which 
nature and significance of their relationship w ith the primary 
government are such that exclusion would cause the reporting 
entity 's financial statements to be misleading or incomplete . 

Governmental A ccounting Standards Board Statem ent No . ]4 
established criteria for determining which component units 
should be considered part of the East Feliciana Parish Police 
Jury for financial report]ng purposes . The basic criterion for 
including a potential component unit within the reporting entity 
is financial accountability . The GASB has set forth criteria to 
be considered in determining financial accountability . This 
criteria includes: 

]. Appointing a voting majority of an organization's 
governll]g 
to impose 
potential 
financial 

body, and (a) the ability of the police jury 
its will on that organizaiton and/or (b) the 
for the organization to provide specific 
benefits to or impose specific financial 

burdens on the police [jury 

Organizations for a voting majority which the police jury does not appoint 
but are fiscally dependent on the 



EA ST FEL IC IANA PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU IS ]ANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT~ (Continued ) 
A S OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

3 . Organizations for which the reporting entity 's financial 
statements would be misleading if data of the 
organization is not included because of the nature or 
significance of the relationship . 

Because the police jury's financial statements would be 
misleading if data of the organization is not included because 
of the nature or significance of the relationship , the clerk of 
court was determined to be a component uhit of the East 
Fe]icJana Parish Police Jury , the financial reporting entity

. 

The accompanying financial statements present information only 
on the funds maintained by the clerk of court and do not present 
information on the police jury, the general government services 
provided by that governmental unit , or the other governmental 
units that comprise the financial reporting entity . 

C . FUND A CCOUNT ING 
The clerk of court uses funds and account groups to report on 
its financial position and the results of its operations . Fund 
accounting is designed to demonstrate legal compliance and to 
aid financial m anagement by segregating transactions relating to 
certain government functions or activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set 
of accounts . On the other hand , an account group is a financial 
reporting device designed to provide accountability for certain 
assets and liabilities thai: are not recorded in the funds 
because they do not directly affect net expendable availab le 
financial resources . 

Funds of the clerk of court are 
governmental (General Fund) and 
fund s are described as fo llow s : 

classified into two categories : 
fiduciary (agency funds). These 

General Fund The Genera] Fund , as provided by Louisiana 
Revised Statute ]3:78], is the principal fund of the clerk of 
court and accounts for the operations of the clerk 's office

. 

The various fees and charges due to the clerk's office are 
accounted for in this fund . General operating expenditures are 
paid from this fund . 



EA ST FEL IC IANA PAR ISII CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU ISIANA 

NOTE S TO TIIE F INANC IA L STA TEM ENT S 
A S OF AND FOR TIlE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

D . BA SIS OF ACCOUNTING 
Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are 
recognized Jn the accounts and reported Jn the financial 
statements . Basis of accounting relates to the timing of the 
measurements made, regardless of the measurement focus applied . 
The governmental funds are accounted for using a flow of current 
financial resources measurement focus. The accompanying 
component unit; financial statements have been prepared on the 
modified accrual basis of accounting . The governmental funds 
use the following practices in recording revenues and 
expenditures: 

Revenues Major revenues consist of court costs, fees, 
charges for recording ]ega] documents and charges for 
certafJed copies of documents . Revenues are recognized when 
they become measurable and available as net current assets . 

Expenditures - Major expenditures consist of salaries, 
computer renta]s, office supplies, insurance and travel 
expenses . Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related fund 
]lability Js incurred . 

E . BUDGET PRACT ICES 
The proposed budget for the ]996 fiscal year was made available 
for public inspection at the clerk's office on 
June ]8 , ]995 . The proposed budget , prepared on the modified 
accrual basis of accounting, was published Jn the official 
journal at ]east ten days before the public hearing. The budget 
hearing was held at the clerk's office on June 19, 1995. The 
budget is legally adopted and amended, as necessary , by the 
clerk . A ll appropriations ]apse at year end . 

Formal budget; integration (within the accounting records) is not 
employed as a management control device . Budget amounts 
included in the accompanying financial statements include the 
original adopted budget and subsequent amendments . 

F . CASH AND CASII EQUIVAI,ENTS AND 
Cash j nc] udes amounts J n demand 
demand deposJts 
Jnclude amounts 

and money market 
]n time deposits 

INV ESTM ENT S 
deposits, interest-bearing 

accounts . Cash equivalents 
and those investments with 



EA ST FEL IC IANA PAR ]SH CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 
A S OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

Under st:ate law , the clerk of court may invest in United States 
bonds , treasury notes or certificates . These are classified as 
investments if their original maturities exceed 90 days; 
however, if the original maturities are 90 days or less, they 
are classified as cash equivalents . Investments are stated at 
co st . 

Q . F IXED A SSET S 
Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the time purchased , 
and the related assets are capitalized (reported) in the general 
fixed assets account group . General fixed assets provided by 
the parish police jury are recorded within the general fixed 
assets account group . No depreciation has been provided on 
general fixed assets . A ll fixed assets are valued at historical 
cost or estimated cost if historical cost is not available . 

H . COM PEN SATED A BSENCES 
The clerk of court has the following policy relating to vacation 
arid sick leave : 

Vacation leave - Employees receive ten (i0) days vacation leave 
each year on the anniversary of their employment . Vacation 
leave is non-cumulative beyond the year in w hich it is earned . 
If an employee terminates at the end of the year, the employee 
will be paid for unused vacation leave earned . 

Sick leave -- Employees receive ten (10) days sick leave each 
year . Sick leave is non-cumulative , but employees are paid for 
unused sick leave at the end of tile year at their regular salary 
rate . Sick leave is not paid upon termination . 

The cost: of leave privileges, computed in accordance with GASB 
Codification Section C60, is recognized as a current-year 
expenditure in the General Fund when leave is actually earned . 

II. FUND EQUITY 
Reserves - Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not 
approprJable for expenditure or legally segregated for a 
specific future use . 

Designated Fund Balances - Designated fund balances represent 
tentative plans for future use of financial resources . 

The clerk of court has neither reserved or designated fund 
balances at June 30, 1996 . 

] . TOTA L COLUMN S ON STA TEM ENTS 
Total columns on the statements are captioned 'Memorandum Only ' 

] 0 



EA ST FEL IC ]ANA PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 
A S O F AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

2 . ~A_$!! AN _D _CA SH ~ IQU!VA LENT$ 

At June 30, ]996, the clerk of court had cash and cash 
equivalents (book balances) totaling $958,1]9 as follows: 

Petty cash 
Interest-bearing demand deposits 
Honey market accounts 
Time deposits 

Total Cash & Equivalents 

100 
129 ,627 
608,392 
2_ 2 ~  o o o 

958 ,119 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates market
. 

Under state law , these deposits (or the resulting bank balances) 
must be secured by federa] deposit insurance or the pledge of 
securities ow ned by the fiscal agent bank . The m arket va lue of 
the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance must 
at all times equal the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent 
bank . These securities are held in the name of the pledging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is 
m utually acceptable to both parties . At June 30

, 1996 , the 
clerk has $958,0]9 in deposits (collected bank balances). These 
deposits are secured from risk by $400,000 of federal deposit 
insurance and $2,488,152 of pledged securities held by the 
custodial bank in the name of the fiscal agent bank (GASB 
Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered 
uneo]]atera]ized (Category 3) under the provisions of GASB 
Statement: 3, Louisiana Revised Statute 39 :]229 imposes a 
statutory requirement on the custodial bank to advertise and 
sell the pledged securities within i0 days of being notified by 
the clerk of court that the fiscal agent has failed to pay 
deposited funds upon demand . 

]] 



EA ST FEL IC IA NA PAR ISH CI,ERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued ) 
A S OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

3. RF, CE I V~A!~L~:_S 

The receivables of $]0,603 at June 30, ]996, are as follows 

General 
Class of Receivable Fund 

A ccounts 
]ntergovernmenta] 

Tota l 

4 . CHA_NGE$_J_N~qE_N~_R_AL FIX_ED ASSETS 

Agency 
Fund 

$ 9,7]8 $ -0- 

Total 

$ 9,7]8 

10 ,603 -0- 10 ,603 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ~ =  

A summary of changes Jn general fixed assets follows : 

Balance Balance 

Equipment 

5 . R~Ns!oN ~ b~  

@_~zJd g~ Additions Deletions ~6_/30]9 6 

$117,424 $39,550 $ -0- $156,974 

Substantially a]] employees of the East FelJcJana Clerk of Court 
are members of the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and 
Relief System, a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public 
employee retirement system (PERS), controlled and administered 
by a separate board of trustees . 

A ]] regular employees who are under the age of 60 at the time of 
original employment are required to participate in the System . 
Employees who retire at or after age 55 with at ].east ]2 years 
of credited service are entitled to a retirement benefit, 
payable monthly for life , equal to 3 per cent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, 
not to exceed ]00 per cent of their final-average salary . 
F~na]-average salary is the emp loyee's average salary over the 
36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest 
average . Employees who termJ.nate with at ]east 12 years of 
service and do not w ithdraw their employee contributions may 
retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to 
their date of term ination . The System also provides death and 
disability benefits. Benefits are established and amended by 
state statute . 

The System issues an annual publicly available financial report 

]2 



EA ST FEL IC ]ANA PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU IS IANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued ) 
A S O F A ND FOR THE YEA R ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

that includes financial statements and required supplementary 
information for the System . That report may be obtained by 
writing to the Louisiana Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief 
Fund , ]]745 BrJcksome Avenue, Stlite B], Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
708]6, or by calling (504) 293-]162. 

Funding Policy . Plan members are required by state statute to 
contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary and the 
East Fe]iciana Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute 
at an actuaria]]y determined rate . The current rate is ]].50 
percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System 
a lso include one-fourth of one percent of the taxes shown to be 
collectible by the tax rolls of each parish . The contribution 
requirements of plan members and the East Fe]iciana Parish Clerk 
of court are established and may be amended by state statute . 
As provided by Louisiana Revise(] Statute 11:]03, the employer 
contributions are determined by actuarial valuation and are 

subject to change each year based on the results of the 
valuation for the prior fiscal year . The East Feliciana Parish 
C]erk of Court's contributions to the System for the years 
ending June 30, ]996, ]995, and 1994, were $18,347, $]5,554, and 
$]3,162, respectively, equal to the required contributions for 
each year . 

6. O T!{ER POSTSMPhg_YME~ NT BE_NEF IT$ 

The East FelicJana Parish Clerk of Court provides certain 
continuing health care and life insurance benefits for retired 
employees . Substantially all of the clerk's employees become 
eligib le for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age 
while working for the clerk of court . These benefits for 
retirees and similar benefits for active employees are provided 
through an insurance company whose monthly premiums are paid 
jointly by the employee and the clerk of court. The clerk of 
court recognizes the cost of providing these benefits (the 
clerk's port]on of the premiums) as an expenditure when the 
monthly prem iums are due . The cost of retiree benefits totaled 
$],406 for the year ended June 30, 1996. Only one retiree is 
currently participating . 

? . _CQMpEN_SAT~]D _AB$~:NCE$ 

A t June 30 , ]996, emp loyees of the Clerk of Court have 
accumulated and vested $3,646 of employee leave benefits, 
computed Jn accordance with GASB Codification Section C60 . As 
a result of the Clerk of Court's leave policy , this entire 
amount ]s recorded within the General Fund as a current 
liab ility . 

]3 



8. LEASE_S 

EA ST FEL ]C IANA PAR IS}{ CLERK OF COURT 
eL ]NTON , LOU I S IA NA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued ) 
A S OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , ]996 

No capital ]eases exist as of June 30, 1996 

The clerk's office has an operating lease of the following 
natu re : 

An automobile lease that began January ]3, 1996 consisting 
of 36 rental payments of $469.6] with a residual payment of 
$]3,]53.25. 

Tine minimum annual commitments under this noncancelable 
operating ]ease is as follows: 

IF_~ s_qa L  y_e art 

6/30/96 
6/30/97 
6/30/98 
6/30/99 
Total 

9 . CHANGES IN AG_ENC Y FUN D BA LA NC_ ES 

Am ount 

$ 2,8]7.66 
5 ,635 .32 
5 ,635 .32 
2,8]7.66 

16,905 .96 

A summary of changes in agency fund unsettled deposits follows 

Unsettled 
Deposits 
~ 7///95 Aj dition Reduction 

Agency funds : 
Advance Deposit $188,496 $2]4,957 
Registry of Court 603~889 _ ~3 ~583 

To ta l 

$198,464 
2 9_,_o 8~  

Unsett led 
Deposits 
@ 6130_9Z9_6 

$204,989 
608,391 

$792,385 $248,540 $227,545 $833,380 

]0 . E _X _C!<SS EU_NI] BA]~ANCE 

I,ouJsiana Revised Statute 13 :785 requires that every four years 
(at the close of the term of office) the clerk of court must pay 
the parish treasurer tile portion of the General Fund 's fund 
balance that exceeds one-half of the revenues of tile clerk 's 
last year of his term of office . At June 30, 1996, there was no 
amount due the parish treasurer as the General Fund 's fund 
balance at June 30, 1996, did not 
revenues o f the General Fund for the 
four-year term of office 

]4 

exceed one-half of the 
last year of the clerk 's 



EA ST FEL ]C IANA PAR ]SII CLERK OF COURT 

CL INTON , LOU ISIANA 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued) 
A S OF AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30 , 1996 

]] .REI,ATED PARTY TRAN SACT ION S 

There were no related party transactions that came to our 

attention during our audit . 

12 .],]T IGAT ION AND C],A ]M S 

]3 .EXPEND ITURE S OF THE CLERK OF COUR 

J UR_ y 

Certain operating expenditures 
the parSsh policy jury and are 
financial statements . These 

fo l]ow s : 

Tota l 

was not involved in 

claims . 

$ 6OO 
180 

i~ 694 

2 ,474 

RJ S~ }! POLICY 

]4 .SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 
There were no subsequent events at the audit report date that 
would material]y affect the financial condition of the clerk of 

court . 

15 
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EA ST FEL IC IANA PAR ]SII CLERK OF COURT 
CI,INTON , LOU ISIANA 

SUPPLEM ENTA L INFORMAT ION SCIiEDULES 
A S Of' AND FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1996 

F IDUC IA RY FUNDS - AGENCY FUNDS 

A DVA NCE DEPO S ]T FUN D 

The Advance Deposit Fund , as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
]3:842, accounts for advance deposits on suits filed hy litigants. 
The advances are refundable to the litigants after all costs have 
been paid . 

REG ISTR Y OF CO UR T FUND 

The RegJstry of Court Fund , as provided by Louisiana Revised 
Stat~ite 13:475, accounts for funds that have been ordered by the 
court to be held until judgement has been rendered in court 
litigation. Withdrawal of the funds can be made only Hpon order of 
the court . 
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EA ST FEL IC IANA PAR IS]{ CLERK OF COURT 

CL INTON , LOU I S]ANA 

COM B IN ING BALANCE SHEET 
F IDUC IARY FUND S - AGENCY FUND S 

JUNE 30 , 1996 

A SSET S 
- - --

Cash & cash equivalents 

TOTAL A SSET S 

TOTA L L IA B IL IT IES 

]8 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fu_ nd 

Registry 
of Court 
F tlnd _ __  

Total 

$ 29 _~ _!_9 9 0 

205 ,199 608 ,39] 813 ,590 

210 -0- 210 

204z_
989 6~ i 813~380 

205 ,199 608 ,391 8]3,590 
= = = = = = = ~ = = = = = = = = = = = = ~ = = = = = =  



EA ST FEL IC IA NA PAR ISH CLERK OF COURT 
CL INTON , LOU ISIANA 

SC}tEDUI,E OF C}tANGES IN 
F IDUC IARY FUND S - 

FOR THE YEAR ENI)ED 

UN SETTLED BA LANCES 
AGENCY FUND S 
JUNE 30 , ]996 

Advance 
Deposit 
Fund 

Registry 
of Court 
Fund Total 

UNSETTLED DEPO SITS AT BEG INN ING 
OF' YEAR $188,496 $603 889 $792,385 

A DD IT ION S 

Deposits : 
Judgements 
Interest earned 
Suits & successions 

Subtotal 

REDUCT ION S 

Clerk's costs (transferred 
to General Fund) 

Settlements to litigants 
Attorney , curator & 

notary fees 
Witnesses, appraisers, 

keepers 
Stenographer 's fees 
Sheriff's fees 
Other reductions 

Total Reductions 

UN SETTLED DEPO SIT S A T END 
OF YEAR 

]9 

2]4j_9 57 

10 ,387 
23,196 

- 0- 

10 ,387 
23,196 

214 .957 

403,453 637 ,472 1,040 ,925 

122 ,875 
- 0- 

267 
28 ,8]4 

123 ,142 
28 ,8 ]4 

2 ,04] -0- 2 ,041 

10 ,095 
1,852 

21,786 
39 .815 

- 0- 
- 0- 
- 0- 
~ 0- 

]0,095 
1,852 

21,786 
39 .8 ]5 

98.4 64 29 .081 227~ 545 

204,989 608 ,39i 813,380 



20 



 

JO t4N D. BUTLER & CO M PANY 
A PRO ffSSIO NAI A(C(}UNTING CO RI~(}RAII()N 

P. O . BOX 3(} 
)~AKER, IO UISIAINA 70704-0030 

7 N_DEEENpENT.A U D!TOR '_ $ 

The llonorable I)ebbie D . Hudna]] 
East Fe]Jciana Clerk of Court 
C] Jnton , LouJ siana 

C 

We ]lave audited the genera] purpose financial statements of 
the East Fe]Jciana Parish Clerk of Court , Clinton , 
I,ouJsJana, a component unit of East FelicJana Parish, as of 
and for the year ended June 30, ]996, and have issued our 
report thereon dated December 5, 1996 . 

We conducted our audit Jn accordance with 
accep ted aud it ing standard s and Governm ent 
Standards , issued by the Comptroller Genera] of 
States . Those standards require that we plan and perform 
(-he aud it to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
genera] purpose financial statements are free of material 
m J sstatem ent . 

Compliance w ith laws, regulations, contracts and grants 
applicable to the East Fe]iejana Parish Clerk of Court, 
Clinton, Louisiana, Js the responsibility of the East 
FelJcJana Parish Clerk of Cot~rt 's management . As part of 
obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the general 
purpose financial statements are free of material 
m isstatement , we performed tests of the East Feliciana 
Parish Clerk of Court 's compliance w ith certain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contraets and grants . However, the 
objective of our audit: of the general purpose financial 
statements was; not to provide an opinion on overall 
comp]danee with such provisions . Accordingly , we do not 
express such an opinion . 

The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 
noncompliance that are required to be reported herein under 
Governmen t Auddting Standards . 
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DebbJe D . 
Decem ber 
page 2 

tludnal] 
5 , 1996 

This report: Js intended for the information of management 
and the Legislative Auditor . However , this report is a 
matter of public record, and its distribution Js not 

lim ited . 

(/  
John D , But ]er , CPA 
December 5 , 1996 
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JO HN D. BUTLER & CO M PANY 
A PRO [ fSSIO NAI ACCO UN IING CO RPO RA]IO N 

I~ O . {~()X 30 
BAKER, IO IJISIANA 70704 0030 

INDEPENDENT AUD ITOR 'S REPORT ON 
I NTF.~_NAL _CON_T_RO]_< STRU_C_TU_J{_~ 

We have attdited the general purpose financial statements of 
the East FelJ ciana Parish Clerk of Court , Clinton , 
Louisiana, a component unit of East Felie]ana Parish, as of 
and for the year ended June 30, ]996, and have issued our 
report: thereon dated December 5 , ]996 . 

We conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally 
accepted at]d] t] ng standards and Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United 
States. Those standards require that we plan and perform 
the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
component unfit financial statements are free of material 
mJ sstatement . 

The management of the East Fe]ic]ana Parish Clerk of Court, 
Clinton, Louisiana, is responsible for establishing and 
maintaining an internal control structure . In fulfilling 
this responsib]]Jty, estimates and judgements by management 
are required to assess the expected benefits and related 
costs of internal control structure policies and 
procedures. The objectives of an internal control 
structure are to provide management with reasonable, but 
not absolute , assurance that assets are safeguarded against 
loss from unauthorized use or disposition , and that 
transactions are executed ]n accordance with management's 
authorization and recorded properly to permit the 
preparation of genera] purpose financial statements in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles. 
Because of inherent limitations Jn any internal control 
structure , errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur 
and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of 
the structt]re to future periods is subject to the risk that 
procedures ]nay become inadequate because of changes in 
conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and 
operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate . 
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DebbJe D 
Decem ber 
page 2 

Hudna]] 
5 , 1996 

In planning and perform ing our audit of the general-purpose 
financial statements of the Clerk of Court East FelJcJana 
Parish, for the year ended June 30, 1996, we obtained an 
understanding of the internal control structure . With 
respect to the internal control structure, we obtained an 
understanding of the design of relevant policies and 
procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, 
and we assessed control risk in order to determine our 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the general-purpose financial statements and not 
to provide an opinion on the internal control structure . 
Accordingly , we do not: express such an opinion . 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would 
not: necessarily disclose all matters in the internal 
control structure that might be material weaknesses under 
standards established by the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants . A material weakness is a 
condition in which the design or operaiton of one or more 
of the internal control structure elements does not reduce 
to a relatively low level the risk that errors and 
irregularities in amounts that would be material in 
relation to the general purpose financial statements being 
audited may occur and not be detected within a timely 
period by employees in the normal course of perform ing 
their assigned functions . We noted no matters involving 
the internal control structure and its operation that we 
consider to be material weaknesses as defined above . 

This report is intended for the information of management 
and the Legislative Auditor . However, this report is a 
matter of public record , and its distribution is not 
lim ited . 

John D . Butler , CPA 
December 5 , 1996 
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