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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR 'S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH 
LAWS AND REGULATIONS BASED ON AN AUD IT OF COMPONENT UNIT 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT S PERFORMED IN ACCORDAN CE W ITH 

Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
A Component Unit of the St. Charles Parish Council 
St:. Charles Parish , Louisiana 

I have audited the component unit financial statements of the 
~ enty -Ninth Judicial District. Indigent Defender Board , a component 
unit of the St . Charles Parish Council, as of and for the year 
ended December 31, 1996, and have issued my report thereon dated 
May 14, 1997 . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and Gc~vernm~nD Aud~Dj~  Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards requi~e 
that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about whether the component unit financial statements are free of 
material m isstatement . 

Compliance with laws, regulations and contracts applicable to the 
~ enty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is the 
responsibility of the Twenty -Ninth Judicial District Indigent 
Defender Board . As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about 
whether the component unit financial statements are free of 
material misstatement, I performed tests of the Twenty -Ninth 
Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 's compliance with certain 
prov isions of law s , regulations and contracts , However , the 

objective of my audit of the component unit financial statements 
was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such 
provisions . Accordingly , I do not express such an opinion . 

The results of my 
that are required 
Standards . 

tests disclosed 
to be reponted 

no instances of 
under Government 

noncompliance 
Anditlna 
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Certified Public Accountant 
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may become inadequate because 
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of changes in conditions or that th~ 
procedures may deteriorate . 

In planning and ]perform ing my audit of the component unit financial 
statements of the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board , for the year ended December 31, 1996, I obtained an 
understanding of the internal control structure . With respect to 
the internal control structure , I obtained an understanding of the 
design of relevant policies and 
been placed in operation , and I 
determ ine my auditing procedures 
opinion on the component unit fi 
provide an opinion on the intern 
I do not express such an opinion 

procedures and whether they have 
assessed control risk in order to 
for the purpose of expressing my 

nancial statements and not to 
al control structure . Accordingly 

I noted a matter involving the internal control structure and its 
operation that I consider to be a reportable condition under 
standards established by the American Institute of Certified Public: 
Accountants . A reportable condition involves a matter coming to my 
attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or 
operation of the internal control structure that, in my judgement, 
could adversely affect the entity 's ability to record , process, 
summarize and report financial data consistent with the assertions 
of management in the component unit financial statements . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design 
or operation of one or more of the specific internal control 
structure elements does not redu ce to a relatively low level the 
risk that errors or irregular/ties in amounts that would be 
material in relation to the component unit financial statements 
being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period 
by employees in the normal course of perform ing their assigned 
functions . 

My consideration of the internal control structure would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure 
that might be reportable conditions and , accordingly , would not 
necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also 
considered to be material weaknesses as defined above . However , I 
noted that , as a material weakness, the size of the Twenty -Ninth 
Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's operation and its 
limited staff preclude an adequate segregation of[ duties and other 
features of an adequate system of internal accounting control, 
although to employ such controls may not be cost beneficial . This 
condition was considered in determining the nature, timing and 
extent of the procedures to be performed in my audit of the 
financial statements of the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent 
Defender Board for the year ended December 31, 1996 . 

This report is intended solely for the use of management and the 
State of Louisiana Legislative Auditor and should not be used fo] 



 

STRUCTURE BASED ON AN AUD IT OF COMPONENT UN IT 
FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS PERFORMED IN ACCORDAN CE W ITH 

I have audited the component unit financial statements of the 
~ enty -Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, a component 
unit of the St . Charles Parish Council, as of and for the year 
ended December2 31, 1996 , and have issued my report thereon dated 
May 14 , 1997 . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards and Govg_~n~_~  Auditing Standar~ , issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards requi~e 
that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasenable assurance 
about whether the component unit financial statements are free o~ 
material misstatement . 

The Twenty -Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board is 
responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control 
structure . In fulfilling this responsibility , estimates and 
judgments by management are required to assess the expected 
benefits and related costs of internal control structure policies 
and procedures. The objectives of an internal control structure 
are to provide management with reasonable , but not absolute , 
assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from 
unauthorized use or disposition , and that transactions are executed 
:in accordance with management's authorization and recorded properly 
to permit the preparation of component unit financial statements in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles . Because 
of inherent: limitations in any internal control structure, errors 
or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not: be detected . 
Also, projection of any evaluation of the internal control 
structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures 
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NOTE B - CASH 

~ %TENTY-N INI~H Jbq)lCIAL D ISTRICT 
INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

St . Charles Parish , Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

December 31 , 1.996 

II 

At December 31, 1996, the carrying amount (book balance) 
of all cash of the indigent defender board totaled $185,075 
and is listed as follow s : 

Interest bearing demand deposits 

Total 

$185,073 

$185,072 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approximates 
market . Under state law , these deposits (or the resulting 
bank balances) must be secured by federal deposit 
insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the fiscal 
agent bank . The market value of the pledged securities 
plus the federal deposit insurance must at all times equal 
the amount on deposit with the fiscal agent . These 
securities are held in the name of the pledging fiscal 
agent bank in a hold ing or custodial bank that is mutually 
acceptable to both parties . The indigent defender board 
had bank balance deposits totaling $173,949. These deposits 
are secured from risk by $100,000 of federal deposit 
insurance and $73,949 of securities pledged. 

NOTE C - LEASES 

The indigent defender board 
operating lease commitments 

NOTE D - L IT IGAT ION 

did not have any capital or 
at D ecemb er 31 , 1996 . 

There was no litigation pending against the indigent 
defender board at December 31, 1996 . 



 

TWKNTY-N IN~  
IND IG ENT 

St . Charles 
Notes to the F 

Decemb er 31 , ~996 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

8. ~ash 
Cash 
depo 
depo 
dema 
with 
nati 

includes amounts in interest bearing demand 
sits . Under state law , the governmental entity may 
sit funds into demand deposits, interest bearing 
nd deposits, money market accounts, or time deposits 
state banks organized under Louisiana law and 

onal banks having their principal offices in 
Louisiana . 

9. Encu~ ances 
Encumbrance accounting is not used by the board 

I0 . Compensated Ab sences and Pension Plan 
The indigent defender board does not have any full-time 
employees ; therefore , it does not have any leave policy 
and it does not participate in any pension plan . 

11 . Total Column on Balance Sheet 
The total column on the balance sheet is captioned 
"Memorandum Only " to indicate that it is presented only 
to facilitate financial analysis . Data in this column 
does not present financial position in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles . Neither is such 
data comparable to a consolidation . 



 

~ ~TEITrY -N INT H JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT 
IND IGENT DEFIg~DER BOA]{]] 

St . Charles Parish , Lou isiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

Decenlber 31 , 1996 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED] 

4 . Basis of Accountinq 
The accounting and financial reporting treatment applied 
to a fund is determ ined by its measurement focus . The 
governmental funds are accounted for using a current 
financial resources measurement focus . With this 
measurement focus, only current assets and liabilities 
generally are included on the balance sheet . Operating 
statements of these funds present increases and decreases 
in net current assets . The modified accrual basis of 
accounting is used by the governmental funds . The 
governmental funds use the following practices in 
recording revenues and expenditures : 

Revenues (General Fund): 
Court costs are recorded in the year they are 
collected by the tax collector . 

Revenues (Special }~evenue Fund): 
Intergovernmental revenues received from the 
Louisiana Indigent Defender Board make up 
all of the revenues of the D istrict A ssistance Fund 

Interest revenue earned on all funds is recorded in 
the year in which it is earned . 

Expenditures (General Fund and Special Revenue 
Funds): 
Expenditures are generally recognized under the 
modified accrual basis of accounting when the related 
fund liability is incurred . 

5. F~ ed Assets 
The indigent defender board does not own any fixed assets 

6 

7 . 

There are no long-term obligations at December 31, 1996 

Budge ts 
State law does not make it mandatory for indigent defender 
boards to prepare and adopt annual budgets for the Genera] 
Fund or the Special Revenue Fund . No budgets were 
prepared . 



NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICAhFP ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONT INUED) 

3 . Fund A ccountinq 
The board uses funds (General Fund and Special Revenue 
Funds) to report on its financial position and the results 
of its operations . Fund accounting is designed to 
demonstrate legal compliance and to aid financial 
management by segregating transactions relating to certain 
government functions and activities . 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self- 
balancing set of accounts . 

Funds of the indigent defender board ar 
governmental funds . Governmental funds 
board 's general activities, including t 
disbursement of specific or legally res 
the acquisition or construction of gene 
The governmental funds of the indigent 
the General Fund and the Special Revenu 
are described as follow s : 

e classified as 
account for the 

he collection and 
tricted monies and 
ral fixed assets . 
defender board are 
e Fund and they 

a . G_e~ eral Fund 
The General Fund is the general operating fund of the 
board , and it accounts for all financial resources 
except those accounted for in the Special Revenue 
Funds . 

b . $99 ciai Revenue F~2d 
The Special Revenue Fund accounts for the collection 
and disbursement of earmarked monies . The District 
Assistance Fund is the board 's only Special Revenue 
Fund . 

The District Assistance Fund is a grant-in -aid program 
intended to supplement financial assistance in felony 
cases to district indigent defender boards that have a 
need for this type of funding . This Special Revenue 
Fund was established in order to separately account 
for the receipt of monies from the Louisiana Indigent 
Defender Board and the disbursement of those funds in 
accordance with the rules of the program . 



 

TWENTY-N IN~ { JUD ICIAL D ISTRICT 
IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD  

St . Charles Parish , Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

December 31 , 3996 

NOTE A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICAhF9 ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED) 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No . 34 
estab]_ished criteria for determining which component 
units should be considered part of the St . Charles 
Parish Council for financial reporting purposes . The 
basic criterion for including a potential component unit 
within the reporting entity is financi~l accountability . 
The GASB has set forth criteria to be co nsidered in 
determining financial accountability . This criteria 
includes : 

1 

2 

3 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization'~ 
governing body , and 

a 

b 

the ab ility of the 
impose its will on 
and/or 

parish council to 
that organization 

the potential for the organization to 
provide specific financial benefits to, 
or i~ gose specific financial burdens oJ 
the parish council . 

Organizations for which the parish council does 
not appoint a voting majority, but are fiscally 
dependent on the parish council . 

Organizations for which the reporting entity 's 
financial statements would be misleading if data 
of the organization is not included because of the 
nature or significance of the relationship . 

The indigent defender board is a part of the operations 
of the district court system . The district court system 
is fiscally dependent on the parish council for building 
space and courtrooms . The substance of the relationship 
between the district court system and the parish council 
is that the parish council has approval authority over 
its capital budget . In addition , the nature and 
significance of the relationship between the district 
court and the parish council is such that exclusion from 
the parish council's financial statements would render 
the parish council 's financial statements m isleading or 
incomplete . 



 

~ -N INTH JID ICIAL DISIIllCT 
IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD 

St . Charles Parish , Louisiana 
Notes to the Financial Statements 

Decemb er 31 . 1996 

NO~~E A - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

The Twenty -Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
is established in compliance with Louisiana Revised Statutes 
15 :144-].49 to provide and compensate counsel appointed to 
represent indigents in crim inal and quasi-crim inal cases on 
the district court level . 

A S p rov ided by A ct 21 of 3982 , Lou isiana Rev ised Statutes 
13:477 (29) and 13:477 (40), the electors of the Twenty-Nint~ 
Judicial District Indigent. Defender Board , being the 
parishes of St . Charles and St . John the Baptist, approved 
the division of the Tw enty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent 
Defender Board , effective January 21, 1985 , by the 
establishment of the Fortieth Judicial District Indigent 
Defender Board to be composed of St . John the Baptist 
Parish , with the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent 
Defender Board to continue and be composed of St . Charles 
Parish . 

i . Basis of Presentation 
The accompanying component unit financial statements of 
the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board have been prepared in conform ity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governmental units . The Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting 
body for establishing governmental accounting and 
financial reporting principles . 

2 . ReDortinQ Entity 
As the governing authority of the parish , for reporting 
purposes, the St . Charles Parish Council is the 
financial reporting entity for St . Charles Parish . The 
financial reporting entity consists of (a) the primary 
government (St . Charles Parish Council), 
(b) organizations for which the primary government is 
financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which nature and significance of their relationship with 
the primary government are such that exclusion would 
cause the rep orting entity 's financial statements to be 
misleading or incomplete . 



NOTES TO THE FINI~ CIAL STATEMENT S 



REVENUES 
Court costs on fines 
and forfeitures 
Intergovernmental revenue 
Louisiana Indigent 
Defender Board 
Interest earnings 

Total Revenues 

EXPEND ITUR ES 
Professional services 
Other 

General 
_
Fu_jzL._ 

$26]_, ';52 

_ _ _ 2_ ~ 94_5 

_2_64~  

219 ,622 
~ _ _ ~_70 

Total Expenditures 2~ 92 

Special 
Rev enu e 

$13,486 

(Memorandum ) 
Only) 

$261,752 

13 ,486 
2,945 

13,486 278,183 

219 ,622 
__  37Q 

219,992 

Excess of! Revenues over 
Expenditures 44 ,705 13 ,486 58,191 

Fund Balance at 
Beginning of Year i~2~ 88_22. 

Fund Balance at 
End of Year 

126,882 

$i~71~587 $13,486 $185,073 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



A SSETS 
Cash (Note B) 

TOTAL A SSETS 

TWENT Y-N INTH ~ IC IAL D ISTRICT 
IND IGENT DEFENDER BOARD  

St . Charles Parish , Louisiana 
Governmental Fund Types 

Balance Sheet 
December 31, 1996 

Statem ent A 

Governmental 

G eneral 

_ _F u_ n_ch._ 
Special 
Rev enu ~ 

Total 
(Memorandum) 

_  0nly) _ 

$!~ ! $13,486 $i$5~073 

$IZ~d~Z $13,486 $~85,073 

L IAB IL IT IES AND 

~'UND EQUITY 
Liabilities 
Fund Equity - fund 
balance - unreserved 
-  undesignated $~2~ 87 $13,48~ $18~,073 

TOTAL LIAB ILITIES AND 
FUND EQUITY $i~:~ 58_7 $13 486 $185,073 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



COMPONENT UN IT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 



 

KEITH J. ROVIRA 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACOOUNTANT 

3331 M ETAIFIIE ROAD 

M ETAIRIE, t OUISIArMA 70001-5297 

(504) 831-4040 

INDEP~  A[E)ITOR " E RE PORT 

Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 
A Component Unit of the St . Charles Parish Council 
Hahnville , Louisiana 

I have audited the accompanying component unit financ 
of the Twenty -Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defend 
component unit of the St . Charles Parish Council, as 
year ended December 31, 1996, 
These component unit financia 
the management of Twenty-Nint 
Board . My responsibility is 
component unit financial stat 

as listed in the table 

ial statements 
er Board , a 
of and for the 
of contents . 

1 statements are the responsibility of 
h Judicial District Indigent Defende} 
to express an opinion on these 
ements based on my audit . 

I conducted my audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards contained in the ~_Q~ [~n~ nt Auditing Standards, issued by 
the Comptroller General of the United States . Those standards 
require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are 
free of material misstatement . ~ I audit includes examining , on a 
test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures ~n the 
component un it financial statements . An audit also includes 
assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall component 
unit financial statement presentation . I believe that my audit 
provides a reasonable basis for my opinion . 

In my opinion , the component unit financial statements referred to 
above present fairly , in all material respects, the financial 
position of the Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender 
Board as of December 31, 1996, and the results of operations for 
the year then ended , in confo~ nity with generally accepted 
accounting principles . 

In accordance with Governm~nL.A u_diting Standards, I have also 
issued a report dated May 14, 1997 on my consideration of the 
Twenty-Ninth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board 's internal 
control structure and a report dated May 14, 1997 on its compliance 
with laws and regulations . Both reports are presented separately 
after the notes to the financial statements of this audit report . 

Keith J . Rovira 
Certified Public Accountant 

May 14 , 1997 
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