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We have audited the accompanying component unit financial statements of 
the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District as of and for the 
year ended December 31, 1995, as listed in the table of contents. These 
financial statements are the responsibility of the District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District management . Our responsibility is to express 
an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards and Governm ent A uditing Standards , issued by the Comptroller 
General of the United States ; and the provisions of Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A-128, Audits of State and Local Governments . Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material 
misstatement . An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence 
supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant 
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial 
statement presentation . We believe that our audit provides a reasonable 
basis for our opinion . 

In our opinion , the component unit financial statements referred to 
above present fairly , in all material respects, the financial position of the 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District at December 31, 1995, 
and the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity with 
generally accepted accounting principles. 

Monroe , Louisiana 
July 30, 1996 

DONALD , TUCKER & BETTS 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
STATE OF LOUISIANA 
Parish of Grant 

ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1995 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGN IFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

As provided by Article V , Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 
1974, the District Attorney has charge of every criminal prosecution by the 
state in his district, is the representative of the state before the grand 
jury in his district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. He 
performs other duties as provided by law . The District Attorney is elected 
by the qualified electors of the judicial district for a term of six years. 
The Thirty-Fifth Judicial District encompasses the parish of Grant . 

In April of 1984, the Financial Accounting Foundation established the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) to promulgate generally 
accepted accounting principles and reporting standards with respect to 
activities and transactions of state and local government . The GASB had 
issued a codification of governmental accounting and financial reporting 
standards (June, 1992). This codification and subsequent GASB 
pronouncements are recognized as generally accepted accounting principles 
for state and local government . The accompanying financial statements have 
been prepared in accordance with such principles. 

For financial reporting purposes, in conformance with GASB Codification 
Section 2100 , the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 
is a part of the district court system of the State of Louisiana. However, 
the state statutes that create the District Attorneys also give the 
District Attorneys control over all their operations. This includes the 
hiring and retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility 
for deficits, and the receipt and disbursement of funds. The District 
Attorney is financially independent and operates autonomously from the 
State of Louisiana and independently from the district court system . In 
accordance with GASB Statement 14, the District Attorney of the Thirty- 
Fifth Judicial District is a component unit of the Grant Parish Police 
Jury . 

A . FUND ACCOUNTING 

The accounts of the District Attorney are organized on the basis of 
funds and an account group, each of which is considered a separate 
accounting entity . The operations of each fund are accounted for with 
a separate set of self-balancing accounts that comprises its assets, 
liabilities, fund equity , revenues, and expenditures. Revenues are 
accounted for in these individual funds based upon the purpose for which 
they are to be spent and the means by which spending activities are 
controlled . The funds presented in the financial statements are 
described as follows: 
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Parish of Grant 

ALL FUND TYPES AN D ACCOUNT GROUP 

NOTES TO FINANC IAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1995 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

General Fund (District Attorney 's ExPense 

(Continued 

The General Fund was established in compliance with Louisiana 
Revised Statute 15:571.11, which provides that 12 per cent of the 
fines collected and bonds forfeited be transmitted to the District 
Attorney to defray the necessary expenses of his office. In 
addition, a $10 court cost fee is designated for the District 
Attorney . 

Special Revenue Fund (Title IV-D 

The special revenue fund consists of grants of federal and state 
funds from the Louisiana Department of Health and Human Resources, 
authorized by Act 117 of 1975 to establish family and child support 
programs compatible with Title IV-D of the Social Security Act . The 
purpose of the fund is to enforce the support obligation owed by 
absent parents to their family and children, to locate absent 
parents, to establish paternity , and to obtain family and child 
support. All monies received by the fund are reimbursements of 
expenditures made by other funds and are , therefore , transferred to 
the expending funds leaving a zero fund balance. 

Check Collections - Special Revenue Fund 

The Check Collections Fund is derived from a collection fee for 
collecting and processing a check, draft, or order for the payment of 
money upon any bank or other depository, if the check, draft, or 
order for payment of money on any bank or depositor has been issued 
in a manner which makes the issuance an offense under R .S . 14:71. 
These funds may be utilized for expenses incurred by this office, 
except for personal benefit of the District Attorney . 

Druq Asset Forfeiture - A~encv Fund 

Louisiana Revised Statute Title 40 Chapter 26 "Seizure and 
Controlled Dangerous Substances Property Forfeiture Act of 1989" was 
implemented January I, 1990. The Drug Asset Forfeiture Fund was 
established for the allocation and disposition of property obtained 
under the provisions of the above chapter. The District Attorney 
may: I) retain property for official use or transfer the custody to 
any local, state or federal agency; 2) destroy or use for investiga- 
tive purposes, any illegal or controlled substances or other contra- 
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AL L FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP 

NOTES TO FINAN CIAL  STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1995 

TE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Property is distributed by court order first to 
security interest or lien; second , to reimburse expenses 
and , the balance shall be allocated as follows: 

60% to law enforcement agency(s) making the seizure; 
20% to the criminal court fund; 
20% to District Attorney 's twelve percent fund

. 

satisfy any 
of seizure; 

These proceeds are to be used to further and enhance drug law 
enforcement . 

Agency funds have no equity , assets are equal to liabilities, and d
o not include revenues and expenditures for general operations

. 

B . F IXED A SSET S AND LONG -TERM LIA B IL IT IES 

The account group is 
measurement of financial 
of results of operations. 

not a "fund ". 
position and is 

It is concerned only with the 
not involved with measurement 

There were no long-term liabilities at December 31
, 1995 . 

C . BASIS OF ACCOUNTING 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 's records 
are maintained on a cash basis of accounting . However, the funds 
reported in the accompanying financial statements have been converted to 
a modified accrual basis of accounting utilizing the following practices 
in recording revenues and expenditures: 
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NOTE i - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

Rev enues 

Commissions on fines and bond forfeitures are recorded in the year 
they are collected by the parish tax collectors. 

Grants are recorded when the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth 
Judicial District is entitled to the funds. 

Interest earned on investments is recorded when the investment has 
matured and the income is available. 

Substantially all other revenues are recorded when received . 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized 
basis of accounting when the related fund 

Other Financina Sources/Uses 

under the modified accrual 
liability is incurred. 

Transfers between funds that are not expected to be repaid (and any 
other financing source/use) are accounted for as other financing 
sources/uses. 

D . BUDGETARY PRACTICES 

The District Attorney utilizes the following budgetary practices: 

Per Louisiana R. S. 39:1303(E), the District Attorney's office is 
not required to prepare an annual budget for a fund unless expected fund 
expenditures exceed $250,000, therefore, no budget was prepared for the 
year ended December 31, 1995, and , accordingly , no budgetary comparison 
was made in the financial statements. 

E . CA SH , SAV INGS AN D CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 

Under state law the District Attorney may deposit funds within a 
fiscal agent bank organized under the laws of the State of Louisiana, 
any other state in the union, or under the laws of the United States. 
Further, the District Attorney may invest in United States bonds, 
treasury notes, or certificates, time deposits of state banks organized 
under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices in 
Louisiana, or any other federally insured investment . 
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ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCOUNT GROUP 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1995 

NOTE 1 - SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued 

As reflected on the accompanying balance sheet, the District 
Attorney had cash in banks and savings accounts totaling $58,532 at 
December 31, 1995 . These deposits must be insured under state law by 
federal deposit insurance or the pledge of securities owned by the 
fiscal agency bank. The market value of the pledged securities plus the 
federal deposit insurance must at all times equal the amount on deposit 
with the fiscal agency . The deposits at Decemb er 31, 1995 were secured , 
in full, by Federal Deposit Insurance . 

F . ENCUMBRANCES 

Based on size of accounts and methods used for payment, encumb rance 
accounting is not used. 

G . VACAT ION AN D SICK LEAVE 

After six months employment , employees earn seven days vacation . 
After one year of employment, employees earn an additional three days 
vacation leave and accrue one and one-half days of sick leave for each 
month of continuous employment . No vacation may be carried forw ard , and 
sick leave may be accumulated to a maximum of ninety days. As of 
December 31, 1995, there was no earned vacation available. 

H . TOTAL  COLUMN S ON STA TEME NTS - OVERV IEW 

The total columns on the statements - overview , are captioned 
"Memorandum Only " to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate 
financial analysis. Data in these columns do not present financial 
position or results of operations, in conformity with generally accepted 
accounting principles. Neither is such data comparable to a 
consolidation . 

NOTE 2 - RETIREMENT PLAN S 

The District Attorney and Assistant District Attorneys are memb ers of 
the District Attorney 's Retirement System . The administrative staff of the 
District Attorney 's office are members of the Parochial Employees 
Retirement System of Louisiana. Other than the annual contributions 
required by each system and recorded as expenditures annually , from the 
Parish general fund , the District Attorney 's office does not guarantee any 
of the benefits granted  by the above retirement systems. 
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NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
DECEMBER 31, 1995 

NOTE 2 - RETIREMENT PLANS (Continued) 

NOTE 3 - LITIGATION AND CLA IMS 

As of December 31, 1995, no suits were pending against attorneys in the 
office for alleged wrongful acts in the conduct of their duties as 
prosecutors . 

NOTE 4 - ] 
STA TEMENTS 

STR ICT A 

The accompanying financial statements 
the District Attorney paid out of the 
Police Jury , or directly by the State. 
follows: 

D IN THE FINANCI 

do not include certain expenses of 
criminal court funds, the Parish 
Those expenses are summarized as 

The Grant Parish Criminal Courts fund the District Attorney 's office 
annually in its General Fund Budget . The District Attorney agrees to 
reimburse the Police Jury varying amounts each year based on the 
requirements of the office and funding level authorized by the Police Jury . 
The reimb ursements are budgeted for and made from the accounts reported on 
in this report . 

The District Attorney and his assistants receive a portion of their 
salaries from the State Division of Administration . The Parish subsidizes 
the balance of the attorneys' salaries in the annual parish budget . 

NOTE 5 - IV-D RE IMB URSEME NT GRANT 

The District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District participates 
in the United States Department of Health and Human Services Child Support 
Enforcement , Title IV-D Program , Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Numb er 13.783. The program is funded by indirect federal assistance 
payments and direct state assistance payments received from the Louisiana 
Department of Health and Human Resources. 

The reimb ursement payments are restricted by a formal agreement between 
the District Attorney and Department of Social Services and includes a 
budget of expected expenditures for each fiscal year ending June 30. The 
District Attorney submits reimb ursement requests to the Department of 
Social Services on a monthly basis. 
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NOTE 5 - IV-D REIMBURSEMENT GRANT (Continued) 

There are no restrictions on how incentive payments may be expended , 
except as may be required by state law for any other funds of the District 
Attorney . However , these payments, as well as the reimbursement payments, 
may be subjected to further review and audit by the federal grantor agency. 
No provision has been made in the financial statements for the reimburse- 
ment of any expenditures that may be disallowed as a result of such a 
review or audit . 

The following is a summary of program cash receipts and disbursements 
during the fiscal year and a reconciliation of program cash receipts to 
revenues as reported in the financial statements for the year ended 
Decemb er 31, 1995 . 

Title IV-D Program Activity : 
Cash receipts 
Cash disbursed 

Reconciliation of program cash receipts to revenues 

Cash receipts listed above 
Adjustments: 
Add accounts receivable , end of year 
Deduct accounts receivable, beginning of year 

Total IV-D revenues 

NOTE 6 - SUBSEOUENT EVENTS 

$ 64~775 
$ 64t775 

$ 64,775 

19,048 
(ii,iii) 

No material event affecting this office has occurred between the close 
of the fiscal period and date of this financial statement . 

NOTE 7 - COMM ITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES 

The District Attorney 's office participated in the grants as disclosed 
in the Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance. These grants are subject 
to program compliance audits by the grantor . Certain compliance audits of 
prior years have been conducted , during which no instances of non- 
compliance were cited . 

NOTE 8 - INTERFUND RECEIVABLES AND PAYABLES 

Expenditures of the funds are reimb ursed by other funds and create 
interfund receivables and payables. The receivables and payables are 
short-term as repayment is expected in the following year. 

i0 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS " REPORT ON SCHEDULE OF 
FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTAN CE 

Honorable Edward L . Tarpley , Jr . 
District Attorney of the 

Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 
State of Louisiana 
Parish of Grant 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the District 
Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated July 30, 1996. 
These component unit financial statements are the responsibility of the 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 's management . Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these component unit financial 
statements based on our audit . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards, Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States , and the provisions of Office of Management and Budget 
Circular A- 128 , A udits of State and Local Governm ents . Those standards and 
OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial statements 
are free of material misstatement . An audit includes examining , on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the component unit 
financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used and significant estimates made by management , as well as 
evaluating the overall financial statement presentation . We believe that our 
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion . 

Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the 
component unit financial statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty- 
Fifth Judicial District taken as a whole . The accompanying Schedule of 
Federal Financial Assistance is presented for purposes of additional analysis 
and is not a required part of the component unit financial statements. The 
information in that schedule has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the component unit financial statements and , in our 
opinion, is fairly presented in all material respects in relation to the 
component unit financial statements taken as a whole . 

DONALD , TUCKER & BETTS 
Monroe , Louisiana 
July 30, 1996 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AN D REGULA TIONS 
BASED ON AN  AUDIT OF COMP ONENT UNIT FINAN CIAL STATEMENTS 

PERFORMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT A UDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Edward L . Tarpley , Jr . 
District Attorney of the 

Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 
State of Louisiana 
Parish of Grant 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District as of and for 
the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon 
dated July 30 , 1996 . 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted 
auditing standards, Government A uditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States, and the provisions of Office 
of Management and Budget Circular A-]28, Audits of State and Local 
Governments . Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit 
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the component unit 
financial statements are free of material misstatement . 

Compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grants applicable 
to the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District is the 
responsibility of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial 
District 's management . As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about 
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we 
performed tests of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial 
District 's compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts and grants. However, the objective of our audit of the 
component unit financial statements was not to provide an opinion on 
overall compliance with such provisions. Accordingly , we do not express 
such an opinion. 

The results of our tests disclosed one instance of noncompliance 
that is required to be reported under Government A uditing Standards . 

13 



District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 

1995 , was not 
by state law . 
of the Thirty- 
30, ]996. 

We considered this instance of noncompliance in forming our opinion 
on whether the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 's 
1995 component unit financial statements are presented fairly , in all 
material respects, in conformity with generally accepted accounting 
principles, and this report does not affect our report dated July 30 
1996, on those component unit financial statements. 

This report is intended for the information of the District 
Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District and the Legislative 
Auditor of the State of Louisiana. However, this report is a matter of 
public record , and its distribution is not limited . 

Monroe , Louisiana 
July 30, 1996 

14 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE W ITH SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO NONMAJOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TRANSACTIONS 

Honorable Edward L . Tarpley , Jr . 
District Attorney of the 

Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 
State of Louisiana 
Parish of Grant 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District as of and for 
the year ended December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon 
dated July 30 , 1996. 

In connection with our audit of the component unit financial 
statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial 
District, and with our consideration of the District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 's internal control systems used to 
administer federal financial assistance programs, as required by Office 
of Management and Budget Circular A-128, A udits of State and Local 
Governm ents, we selected certain transactions applicable to certain 
nonmajor federal financial assistance programs for the year ended 
Decemb er 31, 1995. As required by OMB Circular A-128, we have performed 
auditing procedures to test compliance with the requirements governing 
types of services allowed or unallowed and eligibility that are 
applicable to those transactions. Our procedures were substantially 
less in scope than an audit, the objective of which is the expression of 
an opinion on the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial 
District 's compliance with these requirements. Accordingly , we do not 
express such an opinion. 

With respect to the items tested, the results of those procedures 
disclosed no material instances of noncompliance with the requirements 
listed in the preceding paragraph . With respect to items not tested, 
nothing came to our attention that caused us to believe that the 
District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District had not 
complied , in all material respects, with those requirements. 

15 



District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 

This report is intended for the information of the District 
Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District and the Legislative 
Auditor of the State of Louisiana . However, this report is a matter of 
public record , and its distribution is not limited . 

Monroe , Lou isiana 
July 30 , 1996 
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IN DEPEN DENT AUDITORS ' REPORT ON COMPLIANCE W ITH THE GENERAL 
REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO MAJOR AND NONMAJOR 

FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

Honorable Edward L . Tarpley , Jr . 
District Attorney of the 

Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 
State of Louisiana 
Parish of Grant 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the District 
Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 1995, and have issued our report thereon dated July 30, 1996. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS ' REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE BASED ON 
AN AUDIT OF COMPONENT UNIT FINANCIAL STATEMENTS CONDUCTED 

IN ACCORDAN CE WITH GOVERNMENT AUDITING STANDARDS 

Honorable Edward L . Tarpley , Jr. 
District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 

State of Louisiana 
Parish of Grant 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards; Government A uditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States; and the provisions of Office of Management and Budget 
Circular A-128, A udits of State and Local Governments . Those standards and 
OMB Circular A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the component unit financial statements 
are free of material misstatement . 

The management of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial 
District is responsible for establishing and maintaining an internal control 
structure. In fulfilling this responsibility, estimates and judgments by 
management are required to assess the expected benefits and related costs of 
internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an 
internal control structure are to provide management with reasonable, but not 
absolute , assurance that assets are safeguarded against loss from 
unauthorized use or disposition, and that transactions are executed in accor- 
dance with management 's authorization and recorded properly to permit the 
preparation of financial statements in accordance with generally accepted 
accounting principles. Because of inherent limitations in any internal 
control structure, errors or irregularities may nevertheless occur and not be 
detected. Also, projection of any evaluation of the structure to future 
periods is subject to the risk that procedures may become inadequate because 
of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and 
operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate . 

In planning and performing our audit of the component unit financial 
statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District , 
for the year ended December 31, 1995, we obtained an understanding of the 
internal control structure . With respect to the internal control structure , 
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we obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and 
procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed 
control risk in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expression our opinion on the component unit financial statements and not to 
provide an opinion on the internal control structure . Accordingly , we do not 
express such an opinion . 

We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and 
its operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 
Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control 
structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the entity's ability 
to record , process, summarize, and report financial data consistent with the 
assertions of management in the component unit financial statements. 

i. The small size of the office staff of the District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District limits the extent of separation of duties; 
but , we believe certain steps could be taken to separate incompatible duties. 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or 
operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not 
reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in 
amounts that would be material in relation to the component unit financial 
statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period 
by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not necessarily 
disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be 
reportable conditions and , accordingly , would not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as 
defined above . However , we believe none of the reportable conditions 
described above is a material weakness. 

This report is intended for the information of the District Attorney and 
the Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana . However, this report is 
a matter of public record , and its distribution is not limited . 

Monroe , Louisiana 
July 30, 1996 
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ON INTERNAL CONTROL STRUCTURE USED 
FINANCIAL ASSISTAN CE PROGRAMS 

We have audited the component unit financial statements of the District 
Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District as of and for the year ended 
December 31, 1995, and have issued our report dated July 30, 1996. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing 
standards, Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General 
of the United States, and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A- 
128, A udits of State and Local Governments. Those standards and OMB Circular 
A-128 require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about whether the component unit financial statements are free of 
material misstatement . 

In planning and performing our audit for the year ended December 31, 
1995, we considered the internal control structure of the District Attorney 
of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District in order to determine our auditing 
procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the component unit 
financial statements and to report on the internal control structure in 
accordance with OMB Circular A-128. This report addresses our consideration 
of internal control structure policies and procedures relevant to compliance 
with requirements applicable to federal financial assistance programs. We 
have addressed internal control structure policies and procedures relevant to 
our audit of the component unit financial statements in a separate report 
dated July 30, 1996. 
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generally accepted accounting principles, and that federal financial 
assistance programs are managed in compliance with applicable laws and 
regulations. Because of inherent limitations in any internal control 
structure, errors, irregularities, or instances of noncompliance may 
nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection of any evaluation 
of! the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures may 
become inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness 
of the design and operation of policies and procedures may deteriorate. 

For the purpose of this report, we have classified the significant 
internal control structure policies and procedures in administering federal 
financial assistance programs in the following categories: 

General Reauirements 

Political activity 
Civil rights 
Cash m anagement 
Allowable costs/cost principles 
Drug-free Workplace Act 
Administrative requirements 
Types of services allowed or 
not allowed 

Snecific Reauirements 

Eligibility 
Matching, level of effort or 
earmarking 

Reporting 
Cost allocation 
Claims for advances and 
reimbursements 

For all of the internal control structure categories listed above, we 
obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies and procedures 
and determined whether they have been placed in operation, and we assessed 
control risk . 

During the year ended December 31, 1995, the District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District had no major federal financial assistance 
programs and expended i00 percent of its total federal financial assistance 
under the following nenmajor federal financial assistance program: 

Child Support Enforcement, Title IV-D. 

We noted certain matters involving the internal control structure and its 
operation that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards 
established by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 
Reportable conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to 
significant deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control 
structure that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the District Attorney 
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of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial 
financial assistance programs 
regulations . 

District 's ability to administer federal 
in accordance with applicable laws and 

i. The small size of the office staff of the District Attorney of the 
Thirty-Fifth Judicial District limits the extent of separation of duties; 
but , we believe certain steps could be taken to separate incompatible duties . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or 
operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not 
reduce to a relatively low level the risk that noncompliance with laws and 
regulations that would be material to a federal financial assistance program 
may occur and not be detected within a timely period by employees in the 
normal course of performing their assigned functions. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure policies and 
procedures used in administering federal financial assistance would not 
necessarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might 
be reportable conditions and , accordingly , would not necessarily disclose all 
reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as 
defined above . However, we believe none of the reportable conditions 
described above is a material weakness. 

This report is intended for the information of the District Attorney of 
the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District and the Legislative Auditor of the State 
of Louisiana . However , this report is a matter of public record , and its 
distribution is not limited . 

Monroe , Lou lsiana 
July 30 , 1996 
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In planning and performing our audit of the component unit financial 

statements of the District Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District for 

the year ended December 31, 1995, we considered its internal control 

structure in order to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 

expressing our opinion on the component unit financial statements and not to 

prov ide assurance on the internal control structure . However , we noted 

certain matters involving the internal control structure and its operation 

that we consider to be reportable conditions under standards established by 

the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Reportable 

conditions involve matters coming to our attention relating to significant 

deficiencies in the design or operation of the internal control structure 

that, in our judgment, could adversely affect the District Attorney of the 

Thirty-Fifth Judicial District 's ability to record, process, summarize, and 

report financial data consistent with the assertions of management in the 

component unit financial statements. The memorandum that accompanies this 

letter summarizes our comments and suggestions regarding those matters and 

your response . This letter does not affect 0, 1996, 



District Attorney of the 
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on the component unit financial statements of the District Attorney of the 

Thirty-Fifth Judicial District . 

A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or 

operation of one or more of the internal control structure elements does not 

reduce to a relatively low level the risk that errors or irregularities in 

amounts that would be material in relation to the general purpose financial 

statements being audited may occur and not be detected within a timely period 

by employees in the normal course of performing their assigned functions. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure would not neces- 

sarily disclose all matters in the internal control structure that might be 

reportable conditions and , accordingly , would not necessarily disclose all 

reportable conditions that are also considered to be material weaknesses as 

defined above . However , none of the reportable conditions described above is 

believed to be a material weakness. In addition, because of inherent limita- 

tions in any internal control structure , errors or irregularities may occur 

and not be detected by such control structure . 

This report is intended for the information and use of the District 

Attorney of the Thirty-Fifth Judicial District and the Legislative Auditor of 

the State of Louisiana . However, this report is a matter of public record , 

and its distribution is not limited . 

Monroe , Louisiana 
July 30, 1996 
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T IM EL INESS OF REPO 

COMMENTS 

Information was not made available to the auditors timely enough to 

complete the report within the six-month period provided by state law
. 

RESPONSE 

Due to the small size of the District Attorney 's office staff the 

duties are concentrated into a few people . The person responsible for 

getting the information for the auditors was absent from work on several 

occasions due to illness. 


