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O ur audit w as m ade for the purpose of t2m lling an opinion on the general purpose 
financial stalem em s taken as a w bole. The schedules listed as supplemental inform alion ill 
the table of contents are presented fol purposes of additional analysis and are nol a 
lequired par! of tile general purpose financial statem ents of the District Attorney of tim 

'l'wenty-FonrHi Judicial District, Such information has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in tim audit of the general purpose financial statements and

, in our 
opinion, is fairly presented in all m aterial respects in relation to the general purpose 
financial statements taken as a w hole. 

In accordance wilh Government Auditing ,~,'landards
, w e have also issued a reporl dated 

M ay 21, 1997, on our consideration of the I)istl'ict Altom ey of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial 
District's internal control structure and a report dated M ay 21, 1997, on its com pliance 
with laws a~d re, gulalions. 

S harp &  C ompany 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

ttarvey, l,ouisiana 
M ay 21, 1997 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY-FOURTil JUI)I('iAL I)ISTRIC'I 
STATE OF LO UISIANA 

(OM I:IINI';]) I'IA1 .ANCI': S1 ]H ",T 
AI ,I. FL1NI) "I'YPI';~ AND ACCOUNT GI<(}UI>S 

I)cccn]bcr 31. 1996 

/\SY, I!3:S ANI)O'L//!':V. 1)I,]~ITS 
(~tlS]] ~11/(I cash 12{]tli\r~l]1211lS 

[IIVCN[II]CIItS 

Receivables 
( OlI]II]INSIOII>, O11 J]]]CS and 

bolRl lt~l ]citlll cs 
'1 itlc IV-I ) incentives 
[~
" OOl [ LX'IS~ S 

Plopcrt'/ ~llld equJpnlcnl 

()'I'AI. ASSI ~'J'N ANI ) 
O'1'1 ll';R I )1,',1~1"1 ,"; 

Fired ]';quily and Olher ('redils 
]nvcshncnt ill gcnclal fixed asscls 
[ J111 CSCFvcd I]llld bahmcc 
])csignalcd ibl Case Tracking 
])cslgna/cd i'oI llltlI.GIim g 

o1" ValiOtl s ~1 ~ll]lS 
I)esignaled a'ol capi/al 
illlploVClllClllS 

l)csigmaed fol ~ll//]t;Jl~ligd 
il/{31-cascs ill ]]gl'Sillll]d 
cxpendihncs 

I;[111d lmlancc, tlndc~ignalcd 

7'olal ]'~#*d ](quily arid ()lhe 
(7redlts 

(]OVUI tin icntal 

Fuad 
"l'ypc 

()choral 
l"uad 

$32,61 
5330 41 

45.721 
1,4,071 
27.730 

$5.450.555 

$31,227 
225 

Fiducimy 
l"und 

Type 

Agency 
Fund 

$3,133 
36 962 

$140.1195 

31A52 140.095 

550,00// 

68,750 

4.200.O00 

300,0110 
300.353 

t )'i A/. I.IAI~I1,1 I'IV.F,. FI, IND 

I':QIII'I Y, AND O'I'IllCI,~ CRI';I)ITS $5,450,555 

479 128 

$479,128 

I olal 

(Mcnlol andtnn 
only) 

$35,748 
5.467.380 

45,721 
14,071 
27,730 
479,128 

$6.069.778 

$31.227 
225 

~40.O95 

71.547 

479.128 479,128 

479.128 

68.75 

300,OOfl 
3(>0.353 

5,898,23 

$479,128 $6,O119,778 



 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY OF TIlE TW ENTY-FOURT|! JUI)ICIAL DISTRICT 
STATE O F I,OU IS1ANA 

COM BINED STATEM ENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AN D CHAN GES ]N 

FUNI) BAI,ANCES - BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GOVERNMENTAL FUND TYPE 
For tile Year F, nded Decem ber 31. 1996 

REV EN UI~S 
Courl costs 
Fines and forfeitures 
Bond fccs 
W orfldcss check fccs 
Commissions on asset forfeitures 
Di',,cl sion fccs 
Louisiana Dcl)arlm ent of Social Services - 
Title IV-D mccnti',cs grant 
O lher fees 
hllorgovoFllmOlll ~11 rc, vonaos 
l IIIC[CS[ Calllings 

TOTA [, REVENUES 

I~;XIT2NI)ITURE$ 
CT;;'rent 

Personnel and rclatcd bcncfits 
Office expenses 
Travcl and ira(rim1: 
Professional fees 
Repairs alld inailltellallce 

Capital outlays 

Inlcrgo;'elnmcntal cxpcnditurcs 

OTA I, EX PEND ITURES 

General Fund 

Actua 

$348,688 
344,230 
111,220 
173,316 

31,596 
19.000 

306,193 
1(I,981 

4,481,432 
4(13.254 

6,229,910 

4,481,432 
50,194 

14,307 

45,522 
11,633 
37,389 

3.109.281 

Budpct 

$350,000 
300,000 
100,000 
175,000 

100,(100 
25.000 

275,0OO 
100 

4,563,801 
3(10.000 

6,188,90 

4,563,8(11 
6,000 

30,000 
26,OOO 
5,00(} 
61.(10{} 

3,201,281 

7,893,082 

V ariance 
Favorablc 

(Unfavorable) 

$(I,312) 
44,23o 
I 1,220 

(1,684) 
(68,404) 
(6,(}oo) 

31,193 
10,881 

(82,369) 
1{13,254 

41.0(}9 

82,369 

(44,194) 
15,693 

(19,522) 
(6,633) 
23,61 I 

92.(}1}(} 

143,324 

EXCESS (DFtqCIENCY) OF REVENUES 
OVER (UNDER) EXPENDITURES (I,519,848) (1,704,181 ) 184,333 

FUNI} BALANCI! - BEGINNING OF YEAR 6,938,951 6,938,951 

FUND BALANCt~; - ENI) OF YEAI~. $5,419,103 $5,234,770 

See N otes to Financial Slatcmcnls 
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$184,333 



IM STRICT ATTO RNEY O F TI|E ']'W ENTY-FO URTH JUDICIAL I)ISTR1C'I 
STA TE O F LO U ISIA NA 

N OTES 3"0 FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
Decembe~ 31, 1996 

NO TE ! -. SUM M A RY O F SIG NIFICA NT A C CO UN TING PO LICIES 

Tile significant accounting policies of the Office of the D istrict Attorney of the Twenty- 
Fourth Judicial District are described below : 

Basis o[ Pres'enmtion 
The accompanying financial statem ents of the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth 

Judicial DistJict (the District Attorney) have been prepared in conformity with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is tile accepted standard-setting 
body for establishing governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. 

.
Reporting Etttit~ 
A s provided by Article V, Section 26 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile 
District Attorney of tile Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District has charge of every criminal 
prosecution by the State in its district, is the representative of tbe State before the 

grand juJy m its district, and is the legal advisor to the grand jury. Tile District 
Attorney perform s other duties as provided by law . Tile District Attorney is elected by 

tile qualified electors of the judicial districl for a term of six years. The judicial district 
encom passes tile Parish of Jefl'erson. 

G A SB Statem ent 14 established criteria for determ ining the govelnm enlal repolting 
entity and com ponents that should be included within the reporting entity. For financial 
reporting purposes, in conform ity w ith GA SB Statement 14, the financial statem ents of 
tile District Attorney include all funds and account groups that are within its oversight 
responsibility. 

l:or financial repolting purposes, in conform ance w ith GA SB Statem ent 14, the District 
Attorney is a part of the district court system of the State of Louisiana. llowever, tile 
slate statutes that create the District Altorney also gives the District Attorney control 
over all of its operations. This includes tile hiring and retention of em ployees, authority 
over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the receipt and disbursem ent of funds. 
The D istlict Attorn ey is financially independent and operates autonom ously fiom the 
State of Louisiana and independently fiom the district cou;t system . Accordingly, the 
District Attorney reports as an independenl reporting entity. 



I)IST RICT ATTO RN EY O F TH E TW ENTY-FO URTH JUDIC IA L I)ISTR1CT 
STATE O F LO U ISIANA 

N O TES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 
D ecembel 31, 1996 

NOTE 1 -. SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

I~'und A ccountit~t, 
Tile accounts of the District Attorney are organized on the basis of funds and account 
groups, each of w hich is a separate entily w ith its ow n self-balancing accounts that 
comprise its financial position and results of operations. Fund accounting is designed 
to dem onstrate legal compliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating 
transactions relating to cm tain governm ent functions or activities. 

Account groups are financial reporting devices designed to provide accounting control 
and accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in tile funds 
because tile}, do not directly affect net expendable financial resources. 

The l)istrict Attorney's funds have been classified into tw o categories: governm enla 
and fiduciary as follow s: 

Gover!!me.ntal l,'und ~j)e 

(_ ~,ene!'a/ h)#td 
The general operating fund of the District Attorney, w hich accounts for all financial 
resources, except those required to be accounted for in other funds. All general 
rew mues and other receipts and operating and capital expenditures are paid fiom 
the G eneral Fund 

l, Tduciao, l,)#M 737w 

~4~en(y lgmd (A.vs'el bbde~mrej 
The District Attorney's Asset Fo]feiture Agency Fund is used to account for assets 
seized in narcotics cases in which the District Attorney has leceived the seized 
assets, pending the final disposition of the case. The assets m ay ultim ately be 
returned to the defendant fi-om w horn they w ere seized, transferred to another 
agency, or divided am ong tile District Attorney, the Parish of.}efferson as custodian 

of judicial funds, and the seizing agency. In the latter instance, tbe District Attorney 
is responsible for allocating the assets to the respective agencies net of the expenses 
incurred in handling the assets. 

AccouJtl (;/'oup 

(jc.nera/ l;ixcdA,vvel,~5 A ccoulg Group 
Accounts for all fixed assets used in governmental fund type operations (genera 
fixed assets) orthe District Attorney. 



I)ISTRICT A TTO RNEY O F TIlE TW F, NTY-FO URTIt JUDICIAL I)ISTlllCT 
STA TE O F I ,O UISIANA 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
December 31, 1996 

NOTE I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Basis o['Aecou_cntit*.e 
Tim accounling and financial reporting treatment applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m easurem enl focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurement focus, only current assels and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements of 
these fimds present increases and decreases in net current assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by all governm ental fund types and 
agency funds. Under the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recognized 

when susceptible to accrual (i.e. when th~:y become both measurable and available). 
"M easurable" m eans the amount of the transaction can be determ ined and "available" 
m eans collectible w ithin the current pm iod or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay 
liabilities of the current period Expenditures are recorded w hen the related fund 
liability is inculred, if m easurable. 

Other financing sources (uses) consist of transfers between funds thal are not expected 
to be iepaid. These other financing somces (uses) are recognized at the time the 
underlying events occur. 

('om m issions on fines and forfeitures are recorded w hen they becom e susceptible to 
accrual G rants are recorded w hen lhe D istrict Attorney is entitled to receive the 
funds. Interest earned is recorded w hen tim e deposits and investm ents have m atured 
and the interest is available. Other revenues are recognized w hen they become 
m easurable and available to finance expenditures of the current period. 

Budl,,e~ 
The District Attorney adopts a form al budget for the General Fund on the m odified 
accrual basis of accounting w hich is consistent with generally accepted accounling 
principles. Form al budget integration w ithin the accounting records is employed as 
part of thc accounting system The D istlict Attorney prepares and review s a 
com parison of budget to actual figures for revenues and expenditures on a quarterly 
basis. The Districl Attorney adopted its original 1996 budget before January 1

, 1996 
and there was one subsequenl am e1~dm eJ~l during tim year. Appropriations for l}le 
General Fund lapse at year end. The District Attorney does not utilize encumbrance 
accounliug 



DISTR I(YI' ATTO RNFY O F TilE TW I';NTY-FO URTII JUDICIA L DISTRICT 
STATE O F LO U ISIANA 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 
D ecembel 31, 1996 

OTE I -. SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

Cosh and lm ,estm ents 
Cash includes am ounts 
money nlarkel accounts 

n dem and deposils, interesl 
Under state law . the District 

bearing demand deposits, and 
Attorney m ay deposit funds in 

demand deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, m oney m arket accounts, o~ tim e 
deposits wilh state banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having 
their principal offices in Louisiana 

Under state law, the District Attorney m ay invest in United States Treasmy obligations, 
tile principal and interest of w hich are fully guaranteed by the governm ent of the United 
States. These are classified as investm ents if their original m aturities exceed 90 days; 
howew:r, if the original m aturities are 90 days or less, they are classified as cash 
equivalents. Investm ents are carried at cost. 

(;eneral Fixed Asset* 
Fixed assets of governm ental funds are recorded as expenditures at the lime they are 
purchased or constructed, and the related assets are capitalized in the general fixed 
assets account group. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed assels. All 
fixed assets are valued at historical cost o~ estim ated fair value at tim e of acquisition if 
historical cost is not available. 

Fund Eq~  
Reserves represent those portions of fund equity not appropriate for expenditure or are 
legally segregated for a specific fuIure use. Designated fund balances represent 
tentative plans for fim ue use of financial resources. 

Use of Estim ates 
The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith Igenerally accepted 
accounting principles requires management to m ake estimates and assumptions lhat 
affecl the reported am ounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent assets 
and liabilities at the date of the financial statem ents and the reported am ounts of 
revenues and expenditures during tile reporting period. Actual results could differ fi-om 
those estim ales. 

7btal Colum ns on Statem ents 
Total colum ns on the general purpose financial statem ents are captioned 
"M em orandum O nly" to indicate that they are presented only to facilitate financial 
analysis. N o consolidating entries or other elim inations w ere m ade in the aggregation 
of the totals; thus, they do not presenl consolidated inform ation and do not purport to 
present financial position or resulls of operations in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounting principles. 



or instrum entalifies~ as w ell as repurchase agreements collateralized by those securities, 
I,AM P is designed lo be highly lkluid 1o give its participants im m ediate access to theh- 
aCCOUlI| balances. 



DISTR IC T ATTO RN EY O F TIlE TW ENTY-FO UIITIt J UDICIAL DIST RICT 
STATE O F LO U ISIANA 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
l)ecember 31. 1996 

N O T E 3 -. (;,EN FA~,A I~ FIX ED A SSETS 

The follow ing is a sunnnan/ of changes in ttle general fixed asset account group during 
the year: 

Balanco 
JallllalN' 1 
1996 Addilions 

Aufomobilcs $ 154,561 
F|lrnilurc and equipm cnl 219,108 
Building improvcm cnls __  82~254 

Tola 

$ 
23.205 

Balance 
December 31 

_  1996_ 

$ 154,561 
242.313 
82.254 

$ ,155,923 $ 23,205 $ 479,128 

NO TE 4 - EX PENSES PA ID BY O TItER S 

The accom panying financial statem ents include certain revenues and expenditures of the 
District Attorney's offi ce paid out of the funds of the District Court, or directly by the 

State of Louisiana or the Parish of Jefferson. The Title IV-D Fund (reimbursement 
portion), which is maintained and accounted for by Jefferson Parish, is the repurting 
responsibility of the Parish, A summ ary of funds paid on behalf of the District 
Atturney's ofl]ce follow s: 

Salaries and 

_  ~ loycc B_CllCfils Olhcr Tola 

'arish of Jeffclson $3,1(13,432 $677,714 $3,781,146 

Tota 

1~378JI00 

$4,481,432 $677,714 $5,159,146 

The 1)islricl Attorney and assistant district attorneys are m embers of the Louisiana 
I)istrict Attorneys' Retirem ent System . The Louisiana District Attorneys' Retirem ent 
System is a multiple employer state-wide retirement system which is administered and 
controlled by a board of trustees. The District Attorney's offi ce does not contribute to 
the plan or gualantee any of the benefits glanted by the plan. 

All other employees of the District Attorney's offi ce are m embers of the Parochial 
Em ployees' Retirem ent System of Louisiana and/or Em ployees' Retirem ent System s of 
Jefl'erson Parish, Louisiana. All costs relating:, to salaries and pension contributions arc 
paid by Jefl'erson Parish and the State of l~ouisiana; such costs are included in the 
accom panying general purpose finaucial statem ents and in the fiuaucial statem ents of the 
Parish and the State. 



IH STR ICT ATTO RNEY O F TIlE TW ENTY-FO U RTH JUDIC IA L D ISTRICT 
STATE O F LO UISIANA 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIAL STATEM EN TS 
Decem ber 31, 1996 

NO TE 5 - FEI)ERA L FINA NCIA L A SSISTA NCE PRO G RA M  

The District Attorney participates in the United States Departm enl of H ealth and H mnan 
Services Child Support Enforcem ent, Title 1V-D Program, Catalog of Federal Dom estic 
Assistance Number 13.783. The Federal expense reimbursement portion of this program 
is included in tbe general purpose financial staiem ents of Jefferson Parish. 

The District Attorney receives and accounls for incentive paym ents received fi-om the 
l.ouisiana Departm ent of Social Services and calculated as a percentage of each type of 
child support collected. Incentive paym ents earned during the year ended Decembcl 31, 
1996, totaled $306,193. These funds are recorded in the general fire d of the District 
Attorney's offi ce, as there are no restrictions on the expenditure of incentive ftmds, 
except as required by State law for any other funds of the District Attorney. 

NO TE 6 - ECO NO M  IC DEPEN DENCY 

The District Attorney's offi ce receives a majority of its funding through the Jefferson 
/'arish Council, the State of Louisiana, and the Federa[ governm ent through its Title IV- 
D contract If significant budget cuts are m ade at the Federal, State, or local level, the 
am ount of funds the Dislrict Attorn ey's office received could be reduced substantially, 
resulting in an advelse im pact on its operations. 

The District Attorney is not aw are of any actions that will adversely im pact the amount 
of funds to be received in the year ending D ecember 31, 1997. 

N O TE 7 - IA T IG AT IO N 

The District Attorney's offi ce is a nam ed defendant in several law suits
, w hich it is 

vigorously detbnding. Such m atters arise out of the norm al course of operations. W hile 
the results of litigation cannot be predicted w ith certainty

, m anagelnent believes, based 
on the advice of legal counsel, the final outcom e of such litigation w ill not have a 
m aterial adverse effect on the District Attorney's financial position. 

NO TE 8 - ('O M M ITM ENT 

l)uring 1996, the District Attorney's offi ce entered into a cooperative endeavor wherein 
the Dislricl Attorney entered inlo an agreem ent to partially fund a central crim inal 
docket inform ation m anagem ent system to be used by the Clerk of Court, the D istrict 
Attorney's Office, the Sheriff's Off~ce and the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District Court. 
The estim ated cost to the District Attorney is about $550,000 expected to be expended 
in 1997 



 



 



JDICIAL DISTRICT 

Asset 

Forfeiture 
Fund 

$149,347 

158.124 

7,789 

31,596 

127,991 

167,376 

$140,095 
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In plam~ing and perform ing our audit of the general purpose financial statem em s of tile 
I)iStHCt Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District for the year ended D ecember 31, 
1996, w e obtained an understanding of tile internal control structure. W ith respect to the 
internal control structure, w e obtained an understanding of the design of relevant policies 
and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and w e assessed control 
risk ill order to determ ine our auditing procedures for tile purpose of expressing our 
opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents and not to provide an opinion on tile 
inlernal control structure. Accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. 

Our consideration of the internal control structure w ould not necessarily disclose all 
m atters in the internal control structure that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses under standards 
established by the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accounlants. A m aterial 
w eakness is a condition in which tile design or operation of one or m ore of the specific 
internal contlol structure elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level tile risk that 
errors or irregularities in am ounts that w ould be m aterial ill relation to 1he general purpose 
financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a timely period by 
em ployees ill the norm al course of pertk~rm ing their assigned functions. W e noted no 
m atters involving the internal control structure and its operation that w e consider to be 
m aterial w eaknesses as defined above. 

W e noted other m atters involving the inlernal control structure and its operation that we 
have reported to tile District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District in a separate 
letter dated M ay 21, 1997. 

This report is intended for the info~lnation of the D istrict A ttolney, m anagem ent, and tile 
Legislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana. llowever, this report is a m atter of public 
record and its distribution is not lim ited. 

S harp &  Companu 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

Harvey, 
lM ay 21, 

1 ,ouisiana 
1997 
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SH A R P  & C OM PA N Y 
CEICTIFIED I'UIII.I(: A ('CO UN 'IM N TN 

A PRO FESSIO NAL ACCO UNTING CO RPO RATION 

2439 M ANIIATTAN IIOUI~I;VAR]) SUI'I]~ 205 
I/ARVI~Y,/.OI]I.RIANA 70058 

Telephone (504) 362-5340 Fax (504)3(~2-5843 

INI)EI'ENI)ENT A UDITO R'S REPO RT O N CO M PLIANC E W 1TIt 
LAW S A ND R EG ULATIO NS BA SED O N A N A UDIT O F G EN ERA L 

PUR PO SE FINA N C IA l, STA TEM EN TS PER FO R M ED 
I N AC CO |IDAN C E W ITlt GO VERNIIIEN TA UI)ITIN G STANI)ARDN 

Paul D . ('onnick, Jl. 
l)islrict Altorney of the 
"l'w enlyd~ourth Judicial District 
State of 1,ouisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the D istlict Attolney of the 
Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District as of and for the year ended December 31, 1996, and have 
issued our reporl thereon dated M ay 21, 1997. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards and 
(;ove.rm*wnt Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited Stales. 

Those standards require that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance 
about w hether the general purpose financial stalem ents are fi-ee of m aterial m isstatem ent

. 

Com pliance w ith law s, regulations, contracts
, and granls applicable to the District 

Attorn ey of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District is the responsibility of m anagem ent. As 
part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial 
statem ents are fi'ee of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of the District Attorn ey's 
com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, and grants. H owever, 
the objective of our audit of the general purpose financial statements was not to provide 
an opinion on overall com pliance w ith such provisions. Accordingly, w e do not express 
such an opinion. 

The resulls of our tests disclosed the following instances of noncom pliance lhat are 
required to be leported herein under Governm ent Audiling Slandardv 
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]"i!ldil~ 
l?,udget am endm ents were not provided ibr public inspection by the D istrict Attorney 
Additionally, m anagem enl could nol provide a final approved budget by the l)istrict 
Attorney for 1996 

Reconunendation 

In accordance with Louisiana Revised Slatute (LRS) 39:1309, if total expenditures 
exceed $250,000 per fiscal "/car, proposed budgets and/or am endm enls should be made 

available for public inspection by being published in an official journal or otherwise as 
set forth in LRS 39:1306(B). Additionally, the chief executive or administrative officer 
shall relain and file certified copies of the duly authorized budget and any am endm ents at 
the dom icile oflhe governing audlority 

Respouse 
The 1996 Adlninistration stales that the bud&,et w as approved by the District Attorney 
how eveh approval docum entation could not be locale& 

Corrective Action 
M anagem ent of the new adm inistration is aw are of and will com ply w ith all applicable 
budgel law s and rct,ulations of the State of Louisiana in lhe future. 

W e considered these instances of noncom pliance in form ing our opinion on w hether the 
l)istricl Attorn ey of the Tw enty-Fore'all Judicial District's 1996 general purpose financial 
statem ents are presented fairly, in all m aterial respects, in conform ity w ith generally 
accepled accounting principles, and this report does not affect our report dated M ay 21, 
1997, on those general purpose financial statem enls. 

This leport is inlended for the inform ation of the District Altom ey, m anagement, and the 
l~egislalive Audiior of the Slate of Louisiana. H ow ever, this report is a m atter of lm blic 
record and its dislribulion is not lim ited 

S harp ~  C ompan~ 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

1 larvey, I xm isiana 
M ay 21, 1997 



 

SH A R P & C OM PA N Y 
C'ER TIFIEI) I'UI~LI~: ACCOUN TAN TN 

A PRO FESSIONAL ACCO UNTING CO RPORATION 

2439 M AN] IA'FI'AN BOUL] ;VARI) SUITE 205 
IIARVI".Y, 1,OUIS1ANA 70058 

Telephone (504) 362-5340 Fax (5114)362-5843 

IN D EPEN DENT A UD ITO R 'S REPO R T O N TIlE 

SC IIEI)ULE O F FEDERAL EINAN C IA I, A SSISTA NCE 

Paul D . Connick, Jr. 
District Altorney of the 
"rw enty-Fourth Judicial Dislrict 
State of 1,ouisiana 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the District Atlorney of the 
Tw enty-Fourth Judicial D istrict as of and for the year ended D ecember 31, 1996, and have 
issued our report thereon dated M ay 21, 1997. These general purpose financial 
statem ents are the responsibility of the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial 
District's m anagem ent. O ur responsibility is to express an opinion on these general 
purpose financial statem ents based on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards, 
(;overm nent Auditing; Standards', issued by the Comptroller General of the United States 
and the provisions of Offi ce of M anagem ent and Budget Circular A-128, "Audits of State 
and Local G overnm ents." Those standards and OM B Circular A-128 require that w e plan 
and perfcm n the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about w hether the general purpose 
financial statem ents are fiee m aterial m isstatement. An audit in accordance w ith these 
standards includes exam ining, on a re, st basis, evidence supporting the amotmts and 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing 
the accounting principles used and significant estimates m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as 
evaluating the overall financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides 
a reasonable basis fm our opinion. 
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O ur audit w as conducted for the pro pose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose 
financial statem ents of tile D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial D istricl laken 
as a whole. The accompanying Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance is presented for 
purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial 

slalements. The information in that schedule has been subjected to the auditing 
procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose financial statements and, in our 
opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial respecls in relation to ttle general purpose financial 
slalenlenls taken as a w hole. 

S harp &  C ompany 
A l'rofessional A ccounting Corporation 

! larvey, 1.ouisiana 
M ay 21, 1997 
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disposition, that transactions are executed in accordance w ith m anagem ent's authorization 
and recorded properly to perm it the preparation of general pm pose financial statem ents in 
accordance w ith generally accepted accounting principles, and that federal financial 
assistance progra m s are m anaged in compliance with applicable law s and regulations. 
Because of inherent lim itations in any internal control structure, errors, irregularities, or 

instances of noncompliance may nevertheless occur and not be detected. Also, projection 
of any evaluation of the structure to future periods is subject to the risk that procedures 
m ay becom e inadequate because of changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the 
design and operation of policies and procedures m ay deteriorate. 

For the purpose of this report, w e have classified the significant intern al control structure 
policies and pro cedures used in adm inisterin[, federal financial assistar, ce program s in tile 
following categories: 

G eneral R equircm cnts 
Political activity 
Extern al financial reporting 
Civil fights 
Cash m anagem ent 
Federal financial reports 
AUowable costs/cost principles 
Drug-Free W orkplace Act 
Administrative requirements 

A ctivity Cycles 
l'urchases and disbursem ents 
Payroll and personne 

A ccounting A pplications 

Purchasing and receiving 

For all the intel nal control structure categories listed above, w e obtained an understanding 
of the design of relevant policies and procedures and determ ined whether they have been 
placed in operation, and we assessed contro l risk. 

l)tu-ing tile year ended D ecember 31, 1996, the District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth 
Judicial District received 100%  of its total federal financial assistance under the Title IV-D 
I'rogram, a nonmajor federal financial assistance program, and expended $0. 

W e perfoHned tests of controls, as required by OM B Circular A-128, to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the design and operation of intern al control structure policies and 
procedures that w e considered relevant to preventing or detecting m aterial noncompliance 
w ith specific requirem ents, general requirem ents, and requirem ents governing claim s for 
advances and reimbursem ents and am ounts claim ed or used fur m atching thai are 

applicable to the District Attorney of the 'l'wenty-Fourth .ludicial 1)istrict's nommtior 
federal financial assistance program , w hich is identified in tile accompanying Schedule of 
Federal Financial Assistance. Our procedures were less in scope than w ould be necessary 
to lender an opinion on these intern al control structure policies and procedures. 
Accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. 
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Our consideration of tim internal conlrol structure policies and procedures used in 
adm inislm ing federal financial assistance w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the 
internal control stru cture that might be m aterial w eaknesses under standards established by 
the Am erican Institute of Certified Public Accountants. A m aterial w eakness is a 
condition in w hich the design or operation of one or m ore of the internal control structure 
elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that noncom pliance w ith law s 
and regulations that w ould be m aterial to a federal financial assistance program m ay occur 
and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of 
perform ing their assigned functions. V~/e noted no m atters involving the intern al conlrol 
sti ucltne and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial weaknesses as dcfined above. 

W e noted other m atters involving the internal control structure and its operation thai w e 
have reported to the m anagement of the District Attorney of the Tw cnty-Fourth Judicial 
District m a separate letter dated M ay 21, 1997 

This report is intended for the information of the District Attorney, m anagem ent, and the 
Legislative Auditor of the State of l.ouisiana. How ever, this report is a m atter of public 
record and its dislribution is not lim ited 

S harp &  C ompa.~ 
A Professional Accounting Corporation 

tlarvey, 

M ay 21 
l,ouisiana 
1997 



 

SH A R P & C OM PA N Y 
CER TIFIEI) PUI:~LI(" A (~CO UN TAN TA' 

A PROFESSIONAl, ACCOUNTING CORPORATION 

2439 M ANIIATTAN I~OIJI,EVAR1) SuI'rI~ 205 
11ARVEY, 1.OUISIANA 70058 

Telephone (5(14) 362-5340 Fax (504)362-5843 

IN D EPEN DENT A U DITO R 'S R EPO R T O N C O M PLIA N C E 

W ITll TItE GENERAL REQUIREM ENTS APPLICABLE 
TO FED ERA L FINAN CIA l, ASSISTA NC E PRO G R AM S 

Paul D . Connick, Jr. 
District Attorney of the 
Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District 

Slate of l,ouisiana 

W e have audited tile general purpose financial statem ents of tile D istrict Attorney of tim 
Tw enty-Fourth Judicial District, as of and for the year ended D ecember 31, 1996, and 
have issued om report thereon dated M ay 21, 1997. 

W e have applied procedures to test the District Attorney of the Twenty-Fourth Judicial 
l)istrict's com pliance, with the follow ing requirem ents applicable to its federal financial 
assistance program , which is identified in the Schedule of Federal Financial Assistance, for 
the year ended D ecember 31, 1996: 

Political 
Civil righls 
Cash m anagem ent 
Federal financial reports 
Allow able costs/cost principles 
Drug-.fi'ee workplace 
Administrative requirem ents 

O ur procedures w ere lim ited to the apt)licable procedures described in the Offi ce of 

M anagement and Budget's ('ompliance Supldement for Single Audits of State and Local 
(;overmnents. O ur procedures w ere substantially less in scope than an audit, the objective 
of w hich is the expression of an opinion on lhe D istrict Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourlh 
Judicial District's com pliance w ith the requirem ents listed in the preceding paragraph. 

Accordingly, w e do nol express such an opinion. 
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W ith respect to the item s tested, tile results of those procedures disclosed no m aterial 
instances of noncom pliance w ith tile requirem ents listed in tile second paragraph of this 
report. W ith re.spect to items not tested, nothing cam e to our attention that caused us to 
believe that tile District Attorney of the Tw enty-Fourth Judicial D istrict had not com plied, 
in all m aterial respects, w ith those requirem ents 

This report is intended for the information of the District Attorney, m anagem ent, and the 
I.egislative Auditor of the State of Louisiana ttow ever, this report is a m atter of public 

record and its distribution is not limited 

S harp ~  C ompany 
A I'rofessional Accounting ('orporation 

1 larvey, 1 ~ouisiana 
M ay 21, 1997 
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INTER N A l. C O N TR O I~ C O M M EN T 

In voice A u ~h orization 

!;inding 
I)uring our lesting of cash disbursem ents, for several transactions invoice approval for 
paym ent was not evident on the supporliltg vendor invoice. W e w ere able to assure 
ourselves through allernale procedures, including a review of lhe canceled check, that 
the invoice was for a legal and legitim ate expense oflhe office, 

]~.e(;Qnu~)endaJio!/ 
W e recom m end thai all vendor invoices be approved for paym ent lo verify receipt of 
the item in appropriate condition and thai the invoice should be paid. 

ReN)onse 
M anagem eni of the new administration aglees and w ill have their adm inistrative analyst 
review all vendor invoices attached to check requests prior to being forwarded for 
signature. 


