
U NION PARISH A SSESSOR 
Farlnerville, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued ) 

Balance at January 1, 1996 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balance at D ecem ber 31, 1996 

4. PEN SIO N PLAN 

$90,725 
2,632 
N ON E 

Substantially all em ployees of the U nion Parish A ssessor's office are m em bers of tile Louisiana 

Assessor's Retirement System (syslem), a mulliple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retiremcJil 
system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of tru stees. 

All fidl-tim e em ployees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent and are 
not draw ing relirem en| benefits from any other public retirem ent system in ix~uisiana are required to 
participate in the system . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of cred ited  
service or at or after age 50 w ith at least 30 years of credited service are entitled  to a retirem ent benefit

, 

payable m onthly for life, exwal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of cred ited service, 

not to cxceezl 100 l~ r cent of lheir final-average salary. Final-average salary is lhe em ployee's average 

salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce lhe highest average. Employees who 
lem liuate w ilh at least 12 yea rs of service and do not w ilhdraw their em ployee contributions Inay retire, 
at or afiter age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The system also provides 
death and disability benefits. Benefils are establishexl by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available reporl that includes financial statem ents and 
required supplem entary information for the System . That reporl m ay be obtained  by w riting to tile 
lx~uisiana A ssessor's Retirem ent System , Post Office Box 1786, Shreveport, Ix)uisiana 71166 1786, o r 

by callitng (318) 425-4446. 

Plan m em bers are rt~luired by state statute to contribute 7.00 per cent of their annual covered 
salary and the U nion Parish A ssessor is required Io contribule at an actuarially determined  rate. The 
current rate is 5.50 per cent of annual covered  payroll. Contributions to the system inchlde one-fourlh 

of one per cent (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by the tax rolls of 
each parish, plus revenue sharing funds appropriated  by the legislature. The contribution requirem ents 
of plan m em bers and tl+e U nion Parish A ssessor are established  and m ay be am ended  by state stattllC. 

As provided  by ixluisiana Revised Stalute 11:103, lhe employer contributions are determ ined  by actuarial 

valuation aed  are subjec l to change each year based  ol+ the results of the valuation for Ihe prior fiscal yea r. 
The U nion Parish Assessor's contributions to the system for the years ending D ecem ber 31, 1996, 1995, 
1994, were $6,418, $6,589, and $7,739, respectively, equal to the required contributions for ea ch year. 



U N IO N PA RISH A SSESSO R 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Stalemenls (Conlinned) 

Tile cost of leave privileges, com puted ill accordance w ith GASB Codification 
Section C60, is recognized  as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave 
is aclually taken. 

II. TO TAl, CO LUM N O N TH E 
BALAN CE SIIEET 

The total cohmm oll the balance sheet is captioned M em orandmn O nly to indica|e 

thai it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this cohmm 
does tlot present financial position in conformity w ith generally accepted  accotmting 
principles. N either is such data com pa~ahle to a consolidalion. 

2. PR IN CIPA L TAXPA YERS 

The following are the principal taxpayers for tile parish and their 1996 assessed valuation (amounts 
expressed in thousands): 

Riverwood Intern ational U SA , Inc 
/xm isiana Power & Light Co. 
Soulh Cenlral Bell 
Claiborne Electric 
Fairbanks Gathering Co. 
Cenlury Telephone Enleq~rises 
N orman Gas Transporlation Co. 
M id Louisiana Gas Galhering 
M id 1,~m isiana Gas 
Gas Operations 

Total 

CIIAN G ES IN G ENER AL FIXEI) ASSETS 

Percenl 
1996 of Tota l 

A ssessed A ssessed 

Valualion Vahlation 

$2,438 
2,403 
1,785 
1,586 
1,469 
1,388 
1,149 
1,071 
1,066 
979 

$15,334 

A sum m ary of changes in office flwnishings and equipm ent follows 

3.13% 
3.08% 
2.29% 
2.04% 
1.89% 
1.78% 
1.47% 
1.37% 
1.36% 
1.26% 

19.67% 



U NION PARISH A SSESSOR 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continuexl) 

CASH 

Under state law , the assessor may deposit fimds within a fiscal agent bank 
organizexl nnder tile laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in tile union, 
or tile laws of the U nitexl Slates. The assessor m ay invest in certificates and tim e deposits 
of state banks organized onder Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices 

in Louisiana. At De.c~mlber 31, 1996, the assessor has cash (book balances) of $192,351, 
in an interest bearing dem and deposit account. 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder stale law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured by ftxteral deposit insurance 
or tile pledge of sectlrilies owned by the fiscal agent bank. Tile m arket value of the 
plexlged sex:orities plus tile federal deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal tile am otmt on 
deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal 
agent bank ill a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable |o both pallies. 

Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 1996, are secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

F~teral deposit insurance 

Pledged securities 0mcollateralized) 

Total 

$100,000 
249.920 

Bex:ause tile ple_zlged securities are held by a custodial bank in tile nam e of tile fiscal 
agent bank rather than ill the nam e of the assessor, they are considertxt uncollateraliztxt 

(Calegory 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106. However, Ixmisiana 
Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses a statutory require m ent on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pkxlgexl securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by the assessor that the 
fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposilexl funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 
states that securities held by a third party shall be deem exl to be held ill Ihe assessor's 
nalne. 

G . V ACATIO N AND  SICK LEAVE 

A ll em ployees are grantexl from five to ten days of noncunudative vacation leave 
each year, depending on length of service. Em ployees earn eighteen days of nonctmudativc 
sick leave each year. At December 31, 1996, there are no accum ulatexl and vestexl benefits 
relating to vacation and sick leave that requi~'e accnlal or disclosure. 



U NION PARISH A SSESSO R 
Farm erville, I~ uisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statemenls (Continued) 

within tile current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the 
current period. The assessor uses the following practices in recognizing and reporling 

revem les and expenditures: 

R evenues 

Com pensation from taxing bodies is recorded in the year tile ad 
valorem taxes are assessed , m d valorem taxes are assessed Oll a calendar 
year basis, lw_,com e due November 15 of each year, and becom e delinquent 
on December 31. The com pensation is generally collected in D ecem ber of 

tile current year and January of the ensuing year. 

Fees tor preparing tax rolls are recorded in the year prepared. 
Interest incom e on tim e deposits is recorded  when the tim e deposits have 
m atured . Interest incom e on dem and deposits is recorded  m onthly when 

tile interest is earn ed and credited to the account. 

Based on tile above criteria, com pensation from taxing bodies and 
fees for preparing tax rolls have been treated  as susceptible to accrual. 

Ex pen d it u res 

Expenditures are generally recognized under lhe modified  accrua 
basis of accounting when the related fire d liability is incurred . 

E. BUI)G ET PR ACTICES 

Tile proposed  budget for the General Fund, prepared on the m odified accnml basis 
of accounting, is m ade available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to tile 
beginning of each fiscal year. The budge| is then legally adopted  by the assessor and 
am ended during tile year, as necessary. The budget is established  and controlled  by the 

assessor at the ot~iect level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and inllst be 
real)propfiated  tot the follow ing year to be expended. A ll changes in the budget m ust be 

approved by the assessor. 

Form al budgetary integration is em ployed  as a m anagem ent control device during 
tile year. Budgeted  am ounts included in the accompanying financial statement include the 
original adopted  budget am ounts and all subsequent am endm ents. 

10- 



UNION PARISH A SSESSOR 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

Notes to lhc Financial Statements (Conlinued) 

CAPITAl, LEASE 

Tile assessor rec ords item s under capital leases as an asset and an obligation in the accom panying 
financial stalem enls. At D ecem ber 31, 1996, the assessor has one capital lease in effect for com puler 

equipment with a rec orded amoral/of$14,535. The following is a summary of long-term 0cbl 
transac6ons for lhe year ended Decem ber 31, 1996: 

Balance at January 1, 1996: 
Additions 
Reduelions 

Balm~ce at D ecem l~ r 31. 1996 

$11,249 
N ONE 

(2,96~ )_ 
$8,287 

The following is a sum m ary of ftllure m inim um lease paym ents, together w ith the present value 
of the nel m inim um lease paym ents, as of Decem ber 31, 1996: 

Y ear 

1997 
1998 
1999 

To|al nninim um lease paym ents 
Less - am ount representing interest 

Present value of net m inim um 
lease paym ents 

6. PO ST R ETIR EM EN T BEN EFITS 

Paym el]ls 

$3,591 
3,591 
2,095 
9,277 

(990) 

The U nion Parish A ssessor provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits lot 
its retinxl employees. Substantially all of the assessor's elnployees becom e eligible for these benefits if 
they reach normal retirem ent age while working for the assessor. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance com pany whose m onthly prem ium s are 

paid jointly by the employee and the assessor. The assessor recognizes the cost of providing these 
benefits (assessor's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are paid. For the 
year ended December 31, 1996, the total amount of premiums paid was $35,726, while the amount paid 
for retirees totaled $10,867. 

14 



U N ION PA RISH A SSESSO R 
Farm ervillc, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 

3 

a "File ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or; 

The potential for tile organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or impose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoiut a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependenl on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of the nature or signiticance of the relationship. 

Bex'ause the l~~lice jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the 
assessor's office is located, the assessor was determined to be a com ponent unit of the 
U nion Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
statem ents present infonnalion only on the ftmds m aintained by the assessor and do no! 

present information on the police jury, the general government services providexl by that 
governm ental unit, or the other govern m ental units that com prise the financial reporling 
entity. 

B. FUN D A CCO UN TIN G 

The assessor uses fim ds and account groups to repoll on its financial position and 
the resulls of its ol)eratious. Fond accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relatexl to certain govennncnt 
fim elions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting enti|y with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
COluprises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, aud expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general Ioug-terln debt) thai arc 
nol recordezl in lhe "rituals" because they do not directly affecl nel expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only w ith the m easurelnent of financial position, 
not w ith the m easurem ent of results of operations. 

8 



C~RTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNIANT 

M EM BER A M ERIICA N 

NSTITUT~ O F C EIITIFIED 

PUBLIC A CCOUNTANT6 

~ IETY O F LOUISIA NA 

C ERTIFIED P UI3LIC 

A CCO U N1 A N'r5 

P RAC TIC E LIM ITED TO 

G OVERN M ENTA L 

A CCO UffTING , A U DITIN G 

A N D FINA N CIA L R EPOR~IN ~ 

16 PROFESSIONA IL D RIVE 

W EST M ONROE, 

LOUISIA NA 7 129 1 

PHONE 3 18.325,2 12 1 

TOLL FREE LOUISIANA 

1.8D0.54 1,5020 

FA X 3 18.324 .1630 

Independent Auditor's R eport 
on Internal Control Structure 

ttON ORA BLE YYVERN TAYLOR 
UN ION PARISH A SSESSOR 
Farm erville, Ix)uisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the U nion Parish A ssessor
, 

a component unit of the U nion Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 3 I, 1996, and for 
the year then endexl, and have issued m y report there on dated April 14, 1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards; 

Govertlntellt Audit#lg Stattdards, issuexl by tile Com ptroller General of the U nited 
States; and the Louisiana Governnwntal Audit Guide, issued by the Society of 
Louisiana Cerlifiezt Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative A uditor. Those 
standards and tile audit guide require that I plan and perform tile audil Io oblain 
reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial slatem enls are free 
of m alerial m isstatenm nl. 

The m anagem ent of the U nion Parish A ssessor is responsible for establishing and 
m aintaining an intern al control stm clure. In fulfilling this resl)onsibility

, eslim ates and 

judgments by management are required to assess the expected benefits and related cosls 
of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an inlcrnal 
control structure are to provide m anagem ent w ith reasonable

, but ,lot absolulc, 
assmm lce that assets are safeguarded against loss from nnauthorizexl use or disposilion

, 

and that |raliSac|iolls arc eNecl,te~l ill accordance with nlallagelnenl's al,|horizalion a,)(I 
recorded properly to permit the preparation of general purpose financial statem ents in 
accordance will1 generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inherent 
lim itations in any internal control s|m cture, errors or irregularities m ay neve,ahelcss 

occur and not be detected. Also, projection of ally evaluation of the structure to fulurc 
periods is subject to tile risk tha| procexturcs may become inadequale bccause of 
changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of poficics 
and procedures m ay detc.riora|e. 

18- 



UNION PARISH ASSESSOR 
Farm el~rille. Dottisiana 

Notes lo the Financial StateJnents 
A s of and For tile Year Endexl D ecem ber 31. 1996 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G  PO LICIES 

A s providexl by A rticle VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile assessor is 
eleclocl by tile voters of tile parish and serves a term of four years, beginning January 1 followiug tile yc.~lr 

in which elect~l. The assessor assesses all real and movable property in the parish, subject lo ad valorcm 
taxation, prepares tax rolls, and subm its tile rolls to tile l_xm isiana Tax Com m ission and olhci 
governm ental bodies its prescribed by law . The assessor is authorized to appoint as m any deputies as 
necessary for tile efficient operation of his office and to provide assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. 

The deputies are authorized to perform all functions of tile office, but /he assessor is officially and 
pectm ia.rily responsible for the actions of the deputies. 

At Decem ber 31, 1996, there are 45,143 real, m ovable and public serv ice assessm ent listings 

totaling $42,205,'740, $22,950,890, and $12,739,880 respectively. This represents an increase of 427 
assessment listings. Tile total assessed valuation increased by $6,075,770. 

A . REPO R TIN G EN TITY 

As tile governing authority of tile parish, for reporting puq)oses, tile l_Jnion Parish 
Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for U nion Parish. The financial rcporling 

entity consists of (a) the primat-y govenament (police jury), (b) organizations for which 11/o 
primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for which the 
nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary govermnent arc such that 
exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statements to be m isleading or 
hlconlf~lete. 

Governmental Accounting Standards 13oard (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
criteria for determ ining w hich com ponent units should be considered parl of tile U nion 
Parish Police Jury fi3r financial reporting ptwposes. The basic criteria for including a 
potential com ponent unit within the rel~3rting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth crilcria to be considerext in determining financial accountability. This crileria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body 
and; 

-7- 



 

U NION PARISH ASSESSOR 
Fannerville, Louisiana 

GOV ERN M ENTAL FUND TYPE - GEN ERA L FUN D 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Endext D ecem ber 31, 1996 

R EVENU ES 
hltergovermnental - compensalion from taxing bodies 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
U se of m oney and properly - interest earnings 

Total revenues 

EX PENI)ITUR ES 
General govern m ent - laxalion: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and olher charges 

D ebt service 
Capilal outlay 

Total expendilures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVFNUES 
O VER EX PEND ITURES 

FUNI) I;ALAN CE AT BEG INN IN G O F Y EAR 

I~JNI) BALAN CE AT END O F Y EAR 

BUDG[Z~T ACTUAL 

Statem enl B 

VARIAN( 
FAVORAB 

(UNFAVORAIH ,[:~. 

$196,000 
4,300 
3,100 

203.400 

$199,254 
4.597 

_  
3,893 

2(17.744 

3,254 
297 
793 

4.344 

190,000 
16,000 
6,600 
8,500 
3.600 
3,5(10 

228.200 

168,075 
14,775 
6,634 
8,144 
3,891 

_  
2,632 

204.151 

21,925 
1,225 

(34) 
356 

(291) 
868 

24.(149 

(24,800) 

186.728 

$161,928 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

6 

3,593 

186.728 

$19(I,321 

28.393 



 

U N IO N PARISH  A SSESSO R 
Fannerville, Louisiana 

ALL FUN D TYPES AN D ACCOUN T GROU PS 

Balance Sheet. D ecem ber 31. 1996 

ASSE'IS AND O TIIER DEBITS 
Cash 
Accotm ts receivable 
Other assets 
O ffice furn ishings and equipment 
A m ount to be l)rovided for retirem ent 
of general long-tern1 debt 

TOTAL A SSETS AN D 

OTH ER DEBITS 

LIABILITIES AND FUNI) EQI~ITY 
Liabilities: 
A ccounts payable 
Payroll w ithholdings payable 
Capital lease payable 
Total liabilities 

Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Fund balance - unreserved - 
undesignale*l 
Tolal Fund F~luily 

. ..ACCOUNT GROU PS... 
GOVERNM liNTAL GENERAL GENERAL 
FUND TYPE - FIXED LONG-TERM 

G EN ERAL FUN D ASSETS DEBT 

$192,351 
441 

1,037 
$93,357 

Statem ent A 

TO'I'A I~ 

(M EM ORANDUM 
ONhV) ._ 

$192,351 
441 

1,037 
93.357 

$8,287 8,287 

._.$_193,829 _$93,357 $8,287 $295,47_.3 

$1,513 
1,994 

3.508 N ON E 

190.321 
190.321 

TOTAL LIABILITIFLS 

AND FUND EQUITY ~__193,829 

$93,357 

93.357 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem ent 

$8,287 
8.287 

N ONE 

$8,287 

$1,513 
1,994 

8,28"/ 
11.795 

$93,357 

190 321 
283.678 



 



UNION PA RISH A SSESSOR 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

Funds are classified  into three calegolies; g(wem m cntal, proprietary, and fiduciary. 

Each category, ill tu rn, is divided into separate "fire d types". Governm ental fimds are 
uso_xl 1o accotm l for a governm ent's general activities, w here the focus of attention is on 

the providing of services to lhe public as opposed to proprietary fimds where tile focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary flm ds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The assessor's current operations require only the use of govern m ental funds 

(General Fund). Compensation received from the various taxing bodies, prescribed by 
form ula in Louisiana Revised Statutes 47:1907-1908, is accounted for in this fired. 
General operating expenditures are paid from this filnd. 

C . G FN ERAL FIXED A SSETS AND 
LO N G -TFRM  D EBT 

Fixed  assets used ill governmental fired type operations (general fixed assets) arc 
accounted  for in tile general fixed  assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

Fixed assets provided by the police jury are not recorded in the general fixed assets 
account group. Approxim ately 2 per cent of fixed assets are vahled  at estim ated  historical 
costs basexl on the actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 98 per cent are based  on 
actual historical cost,;. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed  assets. 

Long-lerln debt, such as capilal leases, is recognized  as a liability of a 
goverlmlenlal fired only when due. The rem aining portion of such debt is reporled in the 
general long-term debt account group. 

!). BA SIS O 1~" A CCO UN TIN G 

The financial repol/ing treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined  by its 
m eastwem enI focus. A ll govern m ental funds are accotlntexl for using a current financial 
resources lneasurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem en! focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included  on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

lhese funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and dccrcases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Tile m odified  accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all govenunental 
fired lylx~s. U nder tile m odified accnml basis of accounting, revenues are recognized  when 

susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they are both measurable and available). "M easurable" 
m eans the am ount of tile transaction can be determ ined  and "available" m eans collectible 



U N ION PA RISH A SSESSO R 
Farm ervillc, Ixmisiana 

Nolcs to the Financial Statemenls (Continued) 

I,ITIG ATIO N AN D CLAIM S 

At Decem bcr 31, 1996, the U nion Parish Assessor is not involvexl in any litigation nor is hc aware 
of any unasserled claim s. 

8 EXPEND ITURES O F TIlE A SSESSO R ' S 

O FFICE PAIl) BY TIIE POLICE JUR Y 

The U nion Parish A ssessor's offi ce is located ill the parish courthouse. The cost of m aintaining 

and Ol)eraling lhe courthouse, as requirext by Louisiana Revised Slatu/e 33:4713, is paid by the U nion 
Parish Police Jury. 



Independent A uditor's Reports R equired 
by Governm ent A uditing Standards 

The following independent auditor's reports on com pliance with law s, regulations
, and contracts 

and int~m al control sWuelure are presente~l in com pliance w ith tile requirem ents of Governm ent Auditi~lg 
Standards, issu~l by tile Com ptroller General of file U nited States, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit 
Gu#le, issue~l by tile Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislalive 
Audilor. 

16-- 



H ON ORABLE Y YVERN TAYLOR 
U NION PARISH A SSESSO R 
Farm erville, lxm isiana 

Independen! Auditor's RepoJ% 
D ecember 31, 1996 

In accordance wid~ Goverm nent Auditing Standards, I have also issuexl a reporl dated April 14, 1997 on 
m y consideration of Ihe U nion Parish A ssessor's internal conlrol stnlcture and a reporl daltxl April 14. 

1997 on the assessor's com pliance wilh law s, regulations, and conlracts. 

/ 

W est M onroe, lxm isiana 

April 14, 1997 



H ON ORA BLE YY VERN  TAYLOR 
U NION PARISH A SSESSOR 
Farm erville, la)uisiana 

Independent Auditor's Repol/oil 
Internal Control Structure, 
D eck:tu ber 31. 1996 

]n planning and performing m y audit of the general puq)ose financial statem ents of the U nion Parish 
A ssessor for the year ended  D ecem ber 31, 1996, ] obtained an understanding of tile internal conlrol 
slructtlre. W ilh respect to tile internal control structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of 
relevan! lYolieies and l)rocedures and whether they have been placed ill operation, and I assessed  con!rol 

risk in order to determine m y auditing proced ures for tile puq)ose of expressing m y opinion on lhe general 
lm rpose financial sta|ements and not to provide all oI)inion on tile internal control stnlcture. Accordingly, 
I do not express such all opinion. 

M y consideralion of tile intern al control stm elure would nol necessarily disclose all m atters ill tile internal 
conlrol slfaclure that m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the Am erican Institute 
of Cellified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a condilion in which the design or operation of 
one or m ore of the internal control structure elem ents does not red uce to a relatively low level the risk 
that cnors and irregularities ill am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial 
slalem ents being audited m ay occur and nol be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees ill the 
normal course of perform ing |heir assigned functions. I noted no m atters involving the inlem al control 
struelure and its operations Ihat I consider to be m aterial weaknesses as defined  above. 

This rt:porl is intended  for tile information of tile U nion Parish A ssessor. This is not intended  to lim i| 
the distribution of this report, which is a m atler of public rec ord. 

April 14, 1997 
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CERIlF I~D pUBLIC ACC~UNTAN~ 
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Independent Auditor's Repori 

H O N ORA BLE Y Y VERN TA Y LOR 
U NION PARISH ASSU, SSOR 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

I have andiled the general purpose financial statem ents of the U nion Parish A sscsst)r, 
a com ponen| mill of lhe U nion Parish Police Jury, as of Decem ber 31, 1996, and R, 
lhe year Ihen ended, as listed in lhe table of conlents. These general puq)osc financial 
statem ents are lhe responsibility of lhe U nion Parish A ssessor's m anagem ent. M y 
responsibilily is to express an opinion on these general puq)osc financial statem ents 
based  on m y audil. 

I conducted  m y andil in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards all(I 
G ovelvtm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the "Unilcd 
Slalcs. Those slandards require tllat 1 plan and perform the audit to obtain rea sonable 

assura nce abonl whether the general purpose financial statem ents are free of m alcrial 
m isstatem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a lest basis, evidence supporling lhc 
am onnls and disclosures in lhc general ptnpose financial statements, An attdit a~su 
inclndes assessing the accounling principles used and significanl estim alcs m ade by 
lnanagem clll, as w ell as evahmling lhe overall general purpose financial statelncm 
presenlalion. I believe thai m y audil provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general purpose financial stalem ents referred to above prcscnl 

fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the U nion Parish A ssessor as 
of Decem ber 31, 1996, and the resul|s of operations for the yea r lhcn ended  in 
conform ity w ilh generally accepted  accounting principles. 
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Independent Auditor's Report oil 
Com pliance W ith Laws, R egulations, and Contracts 

H ON ORABLE Y YVERN  TAYLOR 
U NION PARISH A SSESSOR 
Farm erville, Louisiana 

I have audiled  tile general purpose financial stalem enls of the U nion Parish Assesst~r, 
a component unit of the Union l'arish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and for 
the year then ended , and have issneA m y report thereon dated April 14, 1997. 

I conducled m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted  auditing standards; 
Govertlntettt Auditing Standards, issued  by the Com ptroller General of the U nitezl 
States; and lhe Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issuexl by tile Society of 
Ixmisiana Certified  Public Aceountanls and tile Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those 
slandards and the audit guide rextuire that I plan and perform lhe audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance abont whelher the general puq)ose financial slalem enls are rice 
of m alerial m isslalem enl. 

Com pliance with law s, regulations, and contra cts applicable to tile U nion Pa6sh 
A ssessor is file re sponsibility of the U nion Parish A ssessor's m anagem ent. A s part of 
obtaining reasonable assurance abou! whether tile general purpose financial stalcm cnts 
are free of m alerial m isstatem enl, I performed  tests of lhe U nion Parish A ssessor's 
compliancs~ wilh certain provisions of law s, regulalions, and contracts. H owever, lhe 

objective of my audit was not to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such 
provisions. A ccordingly, I do nol express such al~ opinion. 

Tile results of m y tests disclosed no instances of noncom pliance lha! are required  Io he 
reporled  under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

This report is inlendeA for the inform ation of tile U nion Parish A ssessor. This is not 
intended  to lim it tile distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

W est M onroe, Ixm isiana 
April 14, 1997 
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