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Independent Auditor's Report 

H ON ORABLE CAROLYN CALDW ELL 
M AD ISON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Tallulah. Louisiana 

) have audited tile general puq)ose financial stalem enls of Ihc M adison Parish Clerk of 
Cou11, a component unil of tile M adison Parish Police Jury, as of June 30, 1996, and 
for the year then ended, as listed in tile table of contents. These general im rposc 
financial statenle]lls are tile responsibilily of tile M adison Parish Clerk of Courl's 
nlanagenlcnl. M y responsibility is lo express an opinion on these general purpose 
financial slalem enls based on m y audit. 

1 conducted m y audit ill accordance w ith generally accepted audiling slandards and 
(;overnm enl AudiHng Standards, issued by Ihe Colrq)lroller General of tile 13nitcd 
Slates. Those slandards require that I plan and perform tile audit lo oblain reasonable 
assllrallce about whe|hel" tile gellcral purl)ose fillallCial statl3111enls ai-c free of inalL;rial 
m isstalem ent. A n audil includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporling lhe 

am ounls and disclosures in Ihe general puq)ose financial slalem enls. A n audil also 
includes assessing the accounling principles used and significant eslinlalcs m ade by 
nlanagelngnt, g.ls well as c.valtlatirlg tile overall general im rpose financial state]nenl 
presentation. 1 believe lhal m y audit provides a reasonable basis tot m y el)in|on. 

hi m y opinion, tile general purpose finallcial statetnents referred l() above present 
lhirly, in all m alerial respecls, lhe financial position of the M adison Parish Clerk o1' 
Courl as; o|" June 30, 1996, and (lie results of ils operations lol" |he year lhc~/ell(k~d in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

M y audil was m ade for lho im q'~ose of form ing an opinion on the general im qlose 
financial slalements taken as a whole. Tile supl)lem enlal inform al|on schedules lisled 
in tile fable of Co]llenls are presented for Ihe puq'~ose of additional analysis and are nol 
a r~luirLxl pa~l of lhc general pml)ose financial slatem ents of tile M adison t'arish Clerk 

of Courl. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in 
file audil of llle. general ptH'pose financial statcm enls and, in m y opinion, is faM y 
presented in all malerial resl)ects in relation to Ihe general i)tlrpos~ f'inancial slatem ents 
taken as a w hole. 
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M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

Talhdah, Louisiana 
ALL FUN D TYPES AND ACCOUN T GROUPS 

Com bined Balance Sheet, June 30, 1996 

A SSETS 
Cash 
Receivables 
D ue fronl other fands 

Office furnishings and equipm en! 
(-)tiler assets 

GOVERNM ENTAL 
FUND TYPE - 
GENERAL 
FUND 

$52,300 
9,591 
598 

500 

ACCOU NT 
FIDUCIARY GROUt' - 
FUNI) TYPE - GENERAL 
AGENCY FIXED 
FUNDS ASSETS 

$159,230 

4 

$67,169 

Statem ent A 

TOTAL 
(M EM ORANI)UM 

ONLY) 

$211,530 
9,591 
6(12 

67,169 
500 

TOTAL ASSETS $62
,989 $159,234 $67,169 $289

,392 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
D ue to other funds 
Payroll de& mlions payable 
U nseltle*l deposits due to: 
General Fund 

Others 
Total Liabilities 

Fund Equily: 
Investm enl in general fixed assels 
Fund balance - unreserved - 
undesignaled 
Tolal Fund Uzluity 

$4,328 
4 

4.848 

9.180 

53.809 
53.809 

$598 
158.636 
159.234 N ONE 

$67,169 

$4,328 
4 

4.848 

598 
158.636 
168.414 

67,169 

53.809 
N ON E 67,169 120.978 

TO TA L LIABILITIES 

AND FUND EQUITY $62,989 $159
,234 $67,169 $289,392 

The accom panying holes are an integral parl of this statem ent 
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M ADISON PA RISH CLERK OF COURT 
Talhdah, Lonisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE - GENERA L FUN D 

Statem ent of Revennes, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budgel 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Y ear Endexl JtHle 30, 1996 

REVEN UES 
Licenses and perlllils - m an-iage 
lntergovernm ental revenues - stale flm ds - clerks 
supplem ental com pensation 

Fees, charges, and co~lllnissiolls for services: 
Courl costs, fees, and charges 
Fees for recording legal doc~.n~lellts 
Charges for copies 

U se of m oney and propelly - intcresl earnings 
Total reve~ues 

I~XI'ENI)ITIYRES 
Cii l'renl 

General govermnent - judicial: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operaliug services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

Capilal outlay 
Total expenditures 

I~;XCESS O F R EVENU ES O VER EXPEND ITURES 

I"UND BALAN CE A T BEG INN IN G O F YEAR 

I"UN I) IgA LAN CE AT END O F YEAR  

The accom panying notes are an integral parl of dtis statem ent 

BUDGET ACTUAL 

$2,200 $2,424 

9,0(10 9,00(I 

173,400 180,424 
61,000 67,397 
15,000 15,193 

260,600 

166,100 
50,400 
17,350 
19,572 
1,500 

254.922 

5,678 

25.732 

18 
274,456 

168,394 
43,938 
15,826 
17,508 

713 
246.379 

28,077 

25.732 

Statem ent B 

VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE) 

$224 

7,024 
6,397 
193 
18 

13,856 

(2,294) 
6,462 
1,524 

2,(164 
787 

8.543 

22.399 

$31,410 $53,809 $22,399 



M AD ISON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Talhdah. Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Stalem enls 
A s of al~d For the Year Ended J~me 30. 1996 

1, SUM M AR Y O F SIGN IFICAN T A CCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided by Article V , Section 28 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the clerk of coull 
serves as the ex-officio notary public, the recorder of conveyances

, m ortgages and other acts, and shall 
have other dulies and powers provided by law . The clerk of court is electexl for a term of four years. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s the goverr~ing a~llllority of the parish, for reporting tm rposes, the M adison 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for M adison Parish. The financial 
relYorting entity consists of (a) the primary government (.police jury), (b) organizations for 
which the primary governmen! is financially accotmtable, aJ~d (c) olber orgaJ~izations for 
which nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prim ary governm ent are such 
lhal exclusion w ould cause 'the reporting entity's financial statem ents to be m isleading or 
inco m plete. 

Govemmenlal Accomlling Slandards P,oard (GASP,) Slatemenl No. 14 eslablished 
criteria determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of the M adison 
Parish Police Jury for financial repolaing purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
polential component unit wilhin lhe reporting enlity is financial responsibility. The G ASB 
has set forlh criteria to be considerezl in determining financial accountability. This criteria 
inchldes: 

2 

Appointing a voting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

b 

The ability of the police jury to impose 
and/or 

The potential for the organization to provide specific financial 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting majority 
but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 



M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Talhdah, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

Organizations for which the reporling entity financial statem ents would be 
m isleading if data of the organization is not included because of the nature 
or significance of the relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains aud operates the parish courtl~ouse in which the 
clerk of courl's office is located and provides flm ds for equipm ent and filrnilure of the 
clerk of courl's office, the clerk of court was determined to be a com ponent unit of the 
M adison Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
statem ents present information only on the flnlds m aintained by the clerk of coull and do 

not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by 
that governm ental unit, or the other govern m ental units thai com prise the financial 
reporling entity. 

B. I~ I) ACCO UN TIN G 

The clerk of court uses funds and account gro ups to report on financial position and 
results of operations. Ftmd accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal compliance and 
to aid financial m anagem enl by segregating transactions related to certain governm ent 
fllnctions or activities. 

A fire d is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d eqnity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial relx3rting device designed to provide accountability 

for cerlain assets and liabilities (general fixed  assets and general long-term debt) that arc 
not recordexl in the "funds" because they do not directly affecl net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned  only with the nleasurem enl of financial position, 
not w ith the m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Funds are classified into three categories; govern mental, proprietary, and fiduciary, 

Eac~ categ~ry, ~u tun~, is divided into separate "fu~d ~ypes". G~'~em m e~'~a~ fu~ds a~'e 
used  to account for a govern m ent's general activities, where the lbcus of attention is on 
the providing of services to the public as opposed to proprietary funds where the R)cus of 
allenlion is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fimds are usexl to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of court's current operations require the use of only governm ental 
and fiduciary fimds. The govern m ental and fiduciary ftmd types used by the clerk of corn1 
are describexl as follow s: 



M ADISON PA RISH CLERK OF COURT 
Talhdah, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continuexl) 

G overnm ental FStm d - G eneral Ftm d 

The General Ftmd, as provided by I~.m isiana Revised Statute 13:781, is tile 
principal fund of the clerk of corn1 and is used to account for the operations of lhc clerk's 
office. The various fees and charges due to tile clerk's office are accountexl for in this 
fund. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

Fiduciary l~ nds - Agency Funds 

Tile Advance Deposit and Registry of Court agency fimds are used to accotmt for 

assets held as all agent for others. Agency fimds are custodial ill nature (assets equal 
liabilities) and do not involve measurement of results of operations. 

C . FIXED A SSETS AND LO N G -TERM  D EBT 

Fixed assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixexl assets) are 
accounted for in tile general fixed assets account group, rather than ill thc General Fund. 

General fixed assets provided by the parish police jury are not reco~zled ill the general 
fixed assets account gronp. Approxim ately 63 per cent of fixed assets arc valued al 
estimated historical costs basezl on the actual costs of like item s while Ihe rem aining 37 per 
cent are based on actual historical costs. N o depreciation has been provided on general 
fixexl assets. There is no general long-term debt at June 3(1, 1996. 

D . BA SIS O F A CCO UN TING 

Tile financial repmling treatm ent applied to a fired is determ inexl by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll governm ental funds are accountcxl for using a ctnTenl financial 
resources m easurcinent focus. W ith this m easurem ent focIIs, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operatitlg statem ellts for 

these fimds presenl increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Tile m odifiexl accrtml basis of accounting is usext for reporting all governm ental and 
fiduciary fire d types. U nder tile m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognizext when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction call be determined and 



M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Talhllah, Louisiana 

Notes to lhe Financial Slatements (Continued) 

Revellue~ 

Recordings, cancellations, court attendance
, crim inal costs, el 

cetera, are recorded ill tile year in w hich they arc earned
. 

Interest incom e on tim e deposits is recorded when the tim e deposils 
have m alurexl and tile incom e is available

. 

Substantially all other revenues are rec ognized when received by tile 
clerk of court. 

Based on the above criteria
, recordings, cancellations, court 

attendance and crim inal costs are treatext as susceptible to accrual
. 

Expenditures 

Expendilures are generally recognized under tile m odified accrtm 
basis w hen the related fund liability is incurred

. 

E. BUD G ET PR ACTICES 

10- 



M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Tallulah, I.x~uisiana 

Nt~Ics Io the Financial Slalemenls (Col~limled) 

CA SII 

LJnder state law , lhe clerk m ay deposit funds w ilhin a fiscal agent bank organized 
under the law s of the Slate of Lt~uisiana, the law s of any other stale in the union, or lhe 
laws of the U niled Stales. The clerk m ay invesl in cer/ificales and lim e deposils of stale 
banks organized under ix)uisiana law and national banks having principal offices ill 

IJ)uisiana. At June 30, 1996, the clerk has cash (book balances) totaling $211,53(I. 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arkel. U nder state law , 
lhese dcl~~sits, or lhe resulting bm~k balances, m ust be secured by l'txleral dep,,}sit insurauce 
or the pledge of securilies owned by the fiscal agenl bank. Tile m arkel value of the 
pkxlgt~l s~:urities plus thc fexlerdl deposit insurance m ust at all lim es equal the am ounl on 

deposit with the fiscal agent bank. Cash (bank balance) al June 3(), 1996, is $3(}4,488 and 
is fully secured by federal deposit insurance. 

G . V AC ATIO N AN D SICK  LEAV E 

After one year of service, all em ployees of tile clerk of couW s office earn fi',,~m 5 
to 10 days of vacation leave each year, depending on lenglh of service. Vacation leavc 
CallllO[ be ltCCIIInlllt|le, d all(I carried tbrward to succeeding years. Sick leave is gr;,t]ltcd ozl 
a case by-case basis, al thc discretion of the clerk. 

1I TO TAL CO LUM N O N TIlE 
BA LAN CE SIIEET 

The Iolal colum n on tile balance sheet is capliolled M en]orandum Only to indicate 

lhat it is preseBled only to facilitate fiftaneial analysis (overview). Data ill this coluulll 
does not present financial position in contorm ity w ith generally accepted accounling 
principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidatkm . Inlerfund elim inations 
have m~l been m ade ill the aggregation of this data. 

2. R 1,;CI~;IVABI JgS 

The General Fund receivables of $9.591 at June 30. 1996. are as follows 



M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF CO URT 
Talhdah, ixm isiana 

Notes to Ihe Financial Statements (Continued) 

Class of receiv~lg~ : 
Fees, charges, and conllllissions for services 
Collrl cosls 

COIII1 attendance 
Crim inal fees 

Total 

CIIAN G ES IN G ENERAL FIXED A SSETS 

A smm nary of changes in office fiwnishings and equilmlent follows 

Balance al July 1, 1995 
Addilions 
Deletions 

Balance at June 30, 1996 

4. PEN SIO N PLAN  

$8,375 
200 

1,016 

$66,456 
713 

N O N E 

Substantially all mnployees of the M adison Parish C lerk of Court ale m em bers of tilt Ixm isiana 

Clerks of Courl Retiremenl and Relief Fund (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefil 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate boa~zl of trustees. 

All regular employees who are under tile age of 60 at the lilne of original employlnent are required 
to paflicipale in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of creditexl 
service are entillext to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joinexl months that 
produce lhe highesl average. Em ployees who terminate with al least 12 years of service and do not 
withdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive tilt benefit accrued to 
their (late of termination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established 
or am ended by slate statule. 

The Syslem issues an annual publicly available financial reporl that includes financial statem ents 
and rtxluirexl supplem entary information for the System . That reporl m ay be obtained by writing to the 
Louisiana Clerks of Courl Retirem ent and Relief Fund, 11745 Bricksom e Avenue, Suite B I

, Baton 

Rouge, Ixmisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 
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M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Talhdah, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Confimled ) 

Platl m embers are required  by state statute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered  salary 
and the M adison Parish Clerk of Courl is rexluired  to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The 
eurrc.Bt rate is 11.5 percent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to tile System also include one 
fourlh of one percent (one-half of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by 
the tax rolls of each parish. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the M adison Parish 
Clerk of Court are established  and m ay be am ended by state statute. A s provided by Ixm isiana Revised  

Statute I l: 103, tile employer contributions are detenuined  by actuarial valuatiol, and are su/!iect to chauge 
each year based on the results of tile vahmtion for the prior fiscal year. The M adison Parish Clerk of 
(kanCs contributions to lhe System for tile years ending June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $12,952, 
$11,200, and $10,087, respectively, equal to the required contributions for each year. 

PO ST RETIR EM ENT BENEFITS 

The M adison Parish Clerk of Court provides certain health care and life insurance benefits lot 
relirexl em ployees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees becom e eligible for these benefits if they 
reach normal retirem ent age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefils for active em ployees are provided  through an insurance com pany w hose m onthly prem inm s are 

paid jointly by tile employee and tile clerk of courl. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing 
these benefits (the clerk's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are due, 
which w as $12,426 for Ihe year ended June 30, 1996. Of lhal am ounl, $120 was ~k~r retiree benefits. 

6. CItAN G ES IN A G EN CY FUN D BALAN CES 

A sum m aly of changes in agency fired balances due to others follows 

Balance at July 1, 1995 
Additions 
D elelions 

Balance al JurJe 30. 1996 

- 13 

$55,403 
211,510 

(196,8601 

Registry 
of Court 
Fnnd Total 

$8(I,837 
7,746 
N O N E 

$136,240 
219,256 
(196,8601 

$70,053 $88,583 $158,636 
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any litigation at June 3(I, 1996, nor is she 

ed in tile parish courlhouse. The cost of 
isiana Revised Siatule 33:4715

, is paid by 



SUPPLEM EN TAL IN FO RM ATIO N SCItEI)ULES 
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M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Tallulah, Louisiana 

SUPPLEM ENTAL IN FORM ATION SCH EDU LES 
A s of and for lhe Year Ended June 30

, 1996 

FIDU CIARY FUND TYPE - AGENCY FUN D S 

AI)VAN CE I)EPO SIT FUNI) 

The A dvance Deposit Fund
, as provided by Louisiana Revised Slatule 13:842

, accounts for 
advance deposits on suits filed by liligants. The advances are refim dable 1o the litiganls after all costs 
have been paid. 

REG ISTR Y O F CO UR T FUN I) 

Tile Regislry of Courl Fund
, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475

, accounts for fimds 
which have been ordered by tile court Io be held until judgment has been rendered in court liligalion

. W ithdrawals of the fimds can be m ade only upon order of the court
. 
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A SSFTS 
Cash 
D ue from General Fund 

TO TAL ASSETS 

M AD1SON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 

Talhdah, Louisiana 
FID U CIARY FUN D TYPE - AGEN CY FUN D S 

I.IABII.ITIES 
D ue to: 

G eneral Fund 
O lhers 

TO TAL LIABILITIES 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1996 

17 

A D VA N CE 

DEPOSIT 
FU N D 

$70,651 

$70,651 

$598 
70.053 

Schedule I 

REGISTRY 
OF COU RT 
FU N D TOTA L 

$88,579 
4 

$159,230 
4 

$598 
~ $88,583 158,636 



 

M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
Talhdah, Louisiana 

FID U CIARY FUN D TYPE - A GEN CY FUND S 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in 
U nsettled Deposits D ue to Others 
For tile Year Ended June 30

, 1996 

UNSETTLEI) I)EPO SITS AT JUN E 30
, 1995 

ADD ITIO N S 
Suits and successions 
Interest earllexl on invesllllenls 
Total additions 
Total 

RI';I)U CTIO N S 

Clerk's costs (transferred to Gcneral Fund) 
Settlem ents to litiganls 
Appraisers, curators

, keepers, etc. 
Sheriff 's fees 
()thor reductions 

Total reductions 

UNSIgTTLEI) I)EI'()SITS AT JUN E 30
, 1996 

- 18- 

AI)VANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUND 

Schedule 2 

REGISTRY 
OF CO URT 
F!INI) TOTAL 

$55,403 $80,837 $136,24(I 

211.510 

211,510 
266.913 

126,635 
24,984 
2,056 
21,918 
21,267 
196.860 

5,662 
2,084 

7,746 
8.583 

N ON E 

217,172 
2,084 

219,256 
355.496 

126,635 
24,984 
2,056 
21,918 
21,267 
196.86(I 

$70,053 $88,583 $158,636 
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lndependenl Auditor's R eport on 
(;om pliance W ith Laws, Regulations, and Conlracls 

H ON ORABLE CAROLYN CALDW ELL 
M A D ISO N PA RISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Tallulah. Ixluisiana 

I have audile, l lhe general puq>ose financial statements of the M adison Parish Ch.;rk of 
Cotlll as of June 30, 1996, and for Ihc year filch ended, and have issued m y report 
lhereon daled Scplem ber 6, 1996. 

I conducled iny audit in accordance w ilh generally accepled audiling shm dards; 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
Slates; and the Louisiana (;ow, rttmental Audi! Guide, issued by the Sociely of 
lxm isiana Cerlificd Public Accountanls and the Ixm isiana Legislative A uditor. Those 

standards and the audit guide require that ] plan and pcribrm the audit Io obtain 
reasonable assurance about whelher the general pm])ose financial slatem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance w ith law s, regulalior~s, and contracts applicable "to the M adison Parish 
Clerk of Court, is lhc responsibility of the M adison Parish Clerk of Com'l's 
nlanagel,,erJI. A s parl of oblaini,lg reasonable assurance about whelher lhe general 
propose financial stalem ezHs arc frt>,3 of m alerial m isslalem enl, I porl'orli,cd lesls (11" the 
M adison Parish Clerk of Coral's com pliance wilh cerlain provisions of laws, 

regulalions, and COl,tl}|Cls, However, the objeclive of my audit of lhe general [)urpose 
financial slalenlenls was nol lo provide an opinion on overall coJnpliallce w ill, such 
provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

Tile resulls of m y lesls disck)se~l no instances of noncom pliancc thai arc required Io be 
reporled under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 
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M ADISON PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Tallulah, Ix)uisiana 

Indcl~cnde.nl A uditor's Rt~13oll 
on Com pliance, tic., 
June 311. 1996 

This Fcporl is inlended for lhe inform alion of (he M adison Parish Cle, rk of Cou]'l 
lo lim il Ihc disIribuliO]l of lhis rcporl, w hich is a m ailer of public record. 

W ~sI M OIIlTK;, LoilisiiHla 
Scplem bt:r 6, 1996 



M AI)ISON PA RISH CLERK OF COURT 
Tallulah, Lxm isiana 

Indept;ndcnl Audilor+s Repel1 
oil Internal Conlrol Structure, 
June 30. 1996 

In planrling and perlbrm ing m y audit of lhe general purl~ose financial statements of the M adison Parish 
Clerk of Court lbr the year ended June 3(1, 1996, I oblained an tmderstanding o|" tile intern al conlrol 
slrucltlfe. W ilh respccl Io lhe inlcm al colllrol slrtmture, I obtained an understanding of the design of 
/',:levant policies and pro cedures and w helher lhey have been placed in operalion, and 1 assessed Conlrol 
risk in olzler to determine tny auditing i~rocczlures for the pttq~o~  of expressing m y opinion on the general 
i/urpose financial slatenlenls and not to provide an opinion on lhe internal control slrucltlre. Accordingly, 

I do not express such an opinRm . 

M y eonsiderali,,m of the i~l.em al contrt~l slm ctm'e would not necessarily disclose all m ailers in lhe inlernal 
co1111"ol slnlC|tlre lhal m ighl be m alerial weaknesses trader slandards established by Ihe A m erican ]tlsliltlte 
of Cm'lified Public Aecounlanls. A m alerial weakness is a reporlable condilion in which tile design or 
opcY~tlioll of one or Inom Of 11113 specific intelllal conlrol strt~clttre elenlenls does not reduce 1o a relatively 
low level the risk Ihat el'l'Ol's and irregularities in am otmls thai would 11o m alcrial ill relation lo lhe general 
im rposc financial stalem enls being audited m ay occur and not be delecled w ithin a lim ely period by 
employees in the normal course of perform ing Iheir assigned functions. ] noted no m atlers inw~lving the 
intern al contro l sll"tlclure and ils operation lhal ] considered 1o be m alerial weaknesses as dr:fined abovt:. 

This report is inlended for the inform ation of the M adison Parish Clerk of Cout'l 
Io lim it lhe distrilm lion of this reporl, which is a m atter of public record. 

W es{ M onroe, Louisiana 
Seplem ber 6, 1996 
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