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Iudependent Auditor's R eport 

H ON ORABLE JIM M IE D . SM ITt] 
B]EN VILLE PARISH A SSESSOR 
Arcadia, Louisiana 

I have audited the general puq~ose tinancial stalemenls of the Bienville Parish A ssesso~ 
as of December 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, as lisled in the table ol 
contents. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of Ilk' 
Bienville Parish A ssessor's lnanagem ent. M y responsibility is to express all opinitm 
on these general puq)ose financial statelnents based on lily audit. 

I condllcled m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards ;m ~ 
Gove/'/lmenl Auditing Standards, issued by the Colnplroller General of the U nile~ 
Stales. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonabk 
assurance about w hether the general puq)ose financial sta lelnenls are free of nlalcria 

nlisstatem enl. An audit includes exam ining, on a lest basis, evidence supporting th~ 
am otm ls and disclosures in lhe general puq)ose financial stalelncnls. An audit ;Ib, t 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significanl estim ales m ade b5 
m anagem ent, as well as evaluating the overall general puq)ose financial statem cn~ 
presentalion. I believe thai m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In nly opinion, Ihe general puq~ose financial statem ents referred to above prose 
fairly, ill all lnaterial respects, file financial position of the Bienville Parish A ssess 
as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and tile results of operations for Ihe year fllen ended 
conform ity w ilh generally acceptexl accounting principles. 
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BIEN V]LLE PARISH A SSF-SSOR 
A rcadia, Louisiana 
II~del)endeni A udilor's Repoll 
D ecem ber 31. 1996 

In accordance wilh Government Auditing Standards, I have also issued repolls dated June 27, 1997 
the Bicnville Parish A ssessor's com pliance w ith law s, regulations, and contracls and m y considcra 

of the aggncy's internal cont 
/ - 

'~ '~,Vcst M onroe. Louisiana 
June 27, 1997 



 



 

BIENVILLE PA RISIt ASSESSO R 
Arcadia, Louisiana 

A LL FUND TYPF.S AND ACCOUNT GRO UPS 

ASSETS 
('ash and cash equivalents 
Receivable - com pensation 
fronl taldng bodies 

Other asset - refundable security deposit 
Office fllrnishings and 
equipment 

TO I'A I. A SSETS 

1 J ABI 1,11'11"S ANI) FIINI) EQUI TY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Fund Equity: 
Investm ent in general fixe~cl assets 
El.lnd balance - i.inl'eserve<l - 
undesignate~l 

Total: Fund Fxluity 

TOTA l, I JAI~II JTIES 

AND FUNI) EQ[JITY 

Balance Sheet. l)ex:ember 31. 1996 

The acconlpanying notes are an integral part of this statement 

AC(:O U N'I 

G RO U t' - 
GOVERNM ENTAL GENERA l, 
FUND TYPE - FIXEI) 

G ENERAL FUN I) A SSETS 

$115,326 

4,925 
600 

$800 

119.951 
9.95 

~ 62r170. 
......~ 62,170 

NONE 

$62,170 

62.170 

Statem ent A 

TOq'A I, 

(M EM ORANI)U\ 
ONI,Y) 

$115,:~2~ 

4,t12q 
b(tl 

62.17 

$183,02 

__ __  $80: 

62.1"/t 

I 19 ?-~5 

82.17 

I ~ ,~62,170 $182 ,~/2 



 

BIENVII,LE PARISIt ASSESSOR 
A rcadia, bonislnna 

GOVERNM ENTAl. FUN D TYPE - GENERAL FUN D 

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes ill Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year End~l l)ecmnber 31, 1996 

REVENUES 
Ini~rgov~l-ill||~lltal i-CV~llljCS - 
compcnsation from taxing bodies 

Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
I.lse of money and i)loperty - interest earnings 

Tolal I'L'V(.MI~ I C~S 

EXPENI)ITURES 
(]ellera] goverllllleB[ - taxaliOtl: 
l'erso~al services ~exl relatexl beBegits 

Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 
Capit~l outlay 

l'olal expenditures 

$180,000 
9,000 
2.000 

191.000 

165,000 
20,000 
6,000 
7,000 
5.000 

203.000 

ACTUA l, 

$186,340 
10,248 
2,075 

98,663 

162,479 
21,361 
6,049 
6,011 
600 

EXCESS OF REVENIIIgS OVER EXPENDITURES (12,000) 2,163 

FI/NI) liALANCE AT BE{;INNING OF YEAR 

I,'UNI) I]ALANCE AT ENI) O F YEAR 

The ace onlpanying ilotes are tin Jlltegral part of this statenlent 

15.000 117,788 

Statem enl B 

VAP, IAN('I{ 
FAVORAIII,I 

(UNFAVORAI~I ,I 

$6, 14!1 
1,24s 

7,b{} 

2,52 

{4' 
98' 

4.40t 

6.5 

4,1(~ 

2.78S 



BIEN VILLE PARISH A SSI~ SOR 
Arcadia. Ix~uisiana 

N oles to the Financial Statem ents 

As of and For the Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1996 

SUM M ARY O F SIGN IFICAN T ACCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

.As provided by A laicle VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Conslilntion of 1974, the assessor i~ 
clc~:tc(I by Ihe volers of the parish and serves a lcnn of four years, beginning Jam mry 1 follow ing Ihc yczN 

in which clecled. "['he assessor assesses all real and movable property in the parish, subject to ad valo~cm 
laxalion, prepares tax rolls, and subm ils the rolls 1o the Louisiana Tax Com m issioJ~ and oflw l 
governm enlal bodies as prescribed by law . The assessor is authorized to appoint as m any deputies :~s 
necessary for the efficient operation of his office and to provide assistance to Ihe laxpayers of Ihc parish. 
The deputies are authorized to perform all functions of the office, but tile assessor is officially aud 

pecuniarily responsible for tile actions of the deputies. 

A1 D ecem ber 31, 1996, lhere are 30,833 real, m ovable, and public service assessm en! lislin!?~ 
|otaling $25,701,630, $53,801,360 and $34,831,860, respectively. This represenls an increase of 2()(: 
assessmcnl lislings. The lolal assessed valuation increased by $5,735,310. 

A. REPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s tile govern ing aulhority of the parish, for reporting pnq)oses, tile Bienville 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Bienville Parish. The financial 

reporting entity consisls of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations for 
which Ihe I)rimary government is financially accountable, and (c) olher organizations for 
which lhc nalurc and significance of their relalionship w ith tile prim ary govermnenl arc 
such lhal exclusion would cause the reporting enli|y's financial statem ents to be m isleading 

t)r incom plete. 

Govenunental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
criteria for determining which com ponent units should be considered part of thc Bienvillc 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a 
potential coml~)nenl unit within the reporting enlity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has ~  forth criteria to be considered in determ ining finaucial accountability. This criteria 

illcludes: 

Appointing a voting majorily of an organization's governing body 
and; 

7 



BIEN VILLE PA R~ISH A SSESSOR 
A rcadia, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 

fl Tile ability of tile police jury to impose its will on lhal organization 
and/or: 

Tile potential for tile organization to provide specific financia 

benefits to or impose specific financial burdens on lhe police jury 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voling 
majorily but are fiscally dependent on tile police jury. 

O rganizations for which the repelling entity financial slatem cnts 
wotdd be m isleading if data of the organization is nol included  
because of the ha|tire or significance of tile relationship. 

Beeause Ihe police jury mainlains and operates tlle parish courthouse in which tile 
assessor's office is located, the assessor was determined Io be a com ponent unil of lhe 
Bicnvillc l:'arish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. Tile accom panying financial 
slalelnen|s present information only on lhe funds m aintained by the assessor and do not 

presenl infigrmation oil tile police jury, the general governmen| services provided by lha( 
governm ental unit, or tile other governm ental units thai COlnprise tile financial rcporling 

entity. 

B. FUND A CCO UN TING 

The assessor uses flm ds and account groups to report on its financial position and 
Ihe results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagement by segregating transactions related  to certain governm ent 
fimctions or aclivitie,,;. 

A fund is a separate accounting entily with a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on Ihe other hand, is a financial reporting device designed  to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed  assets and general long-term debt) that arc 
not recorded in the "fim ds" because they do no| directly affect net expendable 
available financial resources. They are concern ed only with the measurem ent of financial 
position, not w ith the m easurem ent of restdts of operations. 

Funds are classified into three categories; govern mental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separale "fund types". Governm ental fimds arc 
used  to account for a governm ent's general activities, where tile fOCUS of attention is on 



B1EN VILLE PA RIS]] A SSZ~ SOR 
A rcadia, Ixm isiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

the providing of servkx~s to the public as opposed to proprietary fim ds where tile focus of 
alienlion is oll recovering the cost of providing services to lhe public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fimds are used  to account for assets held 
for others. The assessor's current operations require only the use of governm ental fim ds 

(General Fund). Colnpensalion received from the various taxing bodies, prescribed by 
form ula in Louisiana Revised  Statutes 47: 1907-1908, is accounted  for in this fund. 
General operating expenditures are paid from this fire d. 

C G ENER AL FIXED A SSETS AN D 
LO N G -TERM  D EBT 

Fixed  assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accountexl for in lhe general fixed assets account group, rather than ill tile GEneral Fund. 

Fixed assets provided by the police jury are not recorded  in the general fixtxl assets 
account group. Approxim ately 94 per cent of fixed assets are wdued at estim ated  
historical costs based  on the actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 6 per cent are 
based  on actual historical costs. No depreciation has been provided  on general fixed  
assets. The assessor has no long-term debt at D ex:em ber 31, 1996. 

I). BASIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

TIlE financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fire d is detennined  by its 
lneasurem enl focus. A ll govermnental fnnds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easnrem ent focus. W ith this m easurelnent focus, only current assets and 
cnrrent liabilities generally are included  on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

these funds presenl increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditnres and olher financing uses) in net current assets. 

Tile m odified accrual basis of accounting is used  for reporling all governm ental 

fired types, tinder the m odified  accrual basis of accounting, revenues are recoglfiZed  
when suscep|ible to accrual (i.e., when they are both measurable and available). 
"M easurable" m eans the am ount of lhe transaction can be detennined  and "available" 
lneans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used  to pay 
liabilities of the current period. The assessor uses the follow ing practices in recognizing 

and reporling revenues and expenditures: 
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BIEN V ILLE PARISH  A SSIz~ SOR 
A rcadia, Louisiana 

Notes to lhe Financial Statements (Contimmd) 

R evenues 

(~om l)ensalion from taxing bodies is recorded in the year tile ad 
valorenl taxes are assessed, md valorem taxes are assessed on a calendar 
year basis, becom e due on N ovelnbcr 15 of each year, and becom e 
delinquenl on D ecem ber 31. The compensation is generally collected in 
Decem ber of the carrenl year and January of the ensuing year. 

Fees for preparing tax rolls are rccordexl in tile period in w hich they 

are earned. 

Interest income on time deposits is recordexl w hen tile tim e deposits 
have nlaltll'eX| and the incom e is available. 

Based on tile above criteria, compensalion from taxing bodies and 
fees tbr preparing lax rolls have been treate.d as susceptible to accnml. 

Expenditures 

]~xpenditures are generally recognizexl under tile lnodified accrua 
basis of accounting when the related fire d liability is inc, n'ed. 

E. BUIIG ET PR ACTICES 

Tile proposext budget for the Genera l Fund, prepared on the m odified accrual basis 
of accounting, is lnade available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to tile 
beginning of each fiscal year. Tile budget is then legally adopted by the assessor and 
am cnded during the year, as necessary. The budget is established and controlled by tile 

assessor at lhe olziect level of expenditure. Approprialions lapse at year-end and musl 
be reapplq )riatexl tor the following year to be expendexl, A ll clmnges in lhe budget m usl 
be approved by the assessor. 

Formal budgelary integration is elnployed as a m anagem ent control device dm'ing 
the year. Budgetexl am ounts inch,ded in the accompanying financial statem ent include the 
original adopted bud,!get am ounts. 

10- 



B1EN V ILLE PA RISH A SSI:~ SOR 

Arcadia, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

CASti AND CASII EQUIVALENTS 

U nder state law , the assessor m ay deposit funds within a fiscal agent bank 
organized  under tile laws of the State of I.ouisiana, the laws of any other slale in tile union, 
o1" lhe laws of the Unitexl Stales. The assessor m ay invest in cerlificates and lim e deposits 
of state banks organized under Louisiana law and nalional banks having principal offices 

in lxmisiana. At December 31, 1996, the assessor has cash and cash equivalents (book 
balances) totaling $115,326, as follows: 

D em and deposits 

Tim e deposits 

$5,326 
110.000 

These deposils are slated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder state law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured  by fed eral deposit insurance 
o1" tile pledge of securities ow ned by the fiscal agenl bank. The m arket value of the 
plexlged sexalrities plus the fed eral deposil insurance m ust at all tim es exlual lhe am ounl on 
deposit with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the nam e of the pled ging fiscal 
agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parlies. Cash 

and cash equiwdenls (bank balances) at December 31, 1996, is secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Fed eral deposit insurance 

Pled ged securilies (uncollaieralized) 
$100,000 
2~il 327 

Bex-ause the pledged  securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather Ihan in the nam e of the assessor, they are considered uncollateralized  

(Category 3) under tile provisions of GASB Codification C20:106; however, ixmisiana 
Revised Statule 39:1229 imposes a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advcrlise 
and sell the pledged  securities within 10 days of being notified by the assessor lhat lhe 
fiscal agent has failed to pay deposited fimds upon dem and. 

G . VACATIO N AND SICK LEAVE 

Em ployees of the assessor's office receive from 10 to 15 days of noncum ulative 



BII-~N V ILLE PARISH ASSESSOR 
Arcadia, ixnlisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

vacation leave each year, depending oil length of service. Sick leaw~ is granted at tile 
discretion of the assessor. At D ecem ber 31, 1996, there are no accunndated and vested 
I[~enefils rela|ing to vacation and sick leave. 

The cost of leave privileges, com puled in accordance w ith GASB Codification 
Section C60, is rez:ognizexl as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave 
is actually taken. 

II. TO TAI, CO IAYM N O N TIlE 
BALAN CE SH EET 

The total colunm on the balance sheet is captioned M em orandtnn Only to indicate 

that it is presenteA only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this column 
does not present financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 
principles. Neither is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

2. PRIN CIPAI~ TAXPAYER S 

The following are the principal taxpayers for the parish and their 1996 assessed valuation tame 
expressed in thousands): 

Bear Creek Storage 
Southern  N atural Gas Com pany 
A labam a Gas Coq~oration 
Sonar Exploration Com pany 
Tennessee Gas Pipeline Com pany 
Enlcrgy IJ)uisiana, Inc. 
Chevron U SA , Inc. 
Texas Easl. Prod. Pipeline Com pany 
Picxlm ont N atural Gas Com pany, Inc 
Bellsoulh Telecotnm tnficalions 

Tota 

Per cent 
1996 of Total 

A ssessed A ssessed 
Valuation Valuation 

$21,083 

11.43% 
1.25% 
(I.96% 
0.92 % 
O. 8(1% 
0.75 % 
11.75 % 
0.67 % 
0.48% 
(1.44 % 

18.45% 



BIEN VILLE PARISH A SSI-GSOR 
A rcadia, l~m isiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

CIIAN (;ES IN (;ENER AI. FIXED ASSETS 

A sununary of changes in offices fim lishings and equilm m nt follow s 

Balancc at January 1, 1996 
Additions 
Deductions 

Balancc at D ecem ber 31, 1996 

4. PEN SIO N I'LAN 

$67,054 
600 

_  (5,484) 

Substantially all employecs of the Bienville Parish A ssessor's office are mem bers of the Louisia 

Assessor's Retirement System (system), a nmltiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retire~nt 
system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separate board of trustees. 

All fidl-time em l)loyees w ho are under lhe age of 60 at the tim e of original cm l)loym enl and aw 
not drawing retirem ent benefits from any other public retirenlent systenl ill Louisiana art; required to 
participate in the system . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 with at least 12 years of credilcd 
service or at or after age 50 with at least 30 years of credited service are entitled to a retirem ent bcncl ~t. 
payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited scrvi(c. 

not to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is lhc employee's avera~,c 

salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees wh~, 
lerm il~ale wilh at leasl 12 years of service and do not withdraw lheir em ployee contribulions m ay relitc 
at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their date of term ination. The syslem also provides 
dealh and disability benefits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

Tile System issues an annual publicly available report that includes financial statem ents ant 
required sLipl)lem entary infi)rm ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by w riting to Ih~ 
Louisiana Assessor's Retirem ent System , Post Office Box 1786, Shrevepoll, Louisiana 71166 1786, ~, 

by calling (318) 425 4446. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 7.00 per cent of their annual covcw ( 
salary and the Bienville Parish A ssessor is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. Tht 
current vale is 6.00 per cent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to tile system include one-fouilh 
of one per cen! (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by tile tax rolls t~l 



BIEN VILLE PARIStt ASS~~ SOR 
Arcadia, ixm isiana 

Notes 1,3 tile Financial Statements (Continued ) 

each parish, plus revenue sharing flm ds appropriated by the legislature. The contribution requirement, 
of plan m embers and the Bienville Parish A ssessor are established and m ay be am ended  by state slam lc. 
As pro vided by IJouisiana Revised Statute 11:103, the employer conlributions are deterlnined by actuarial 

valuation and are subject Io cbm~ge each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal ycnr. 
The Bienville t'arish A ssessor's conlributions to tile system for the years ending Decelnber 31, 19% . 

1995, 1994, were $6,799, $6,701, and $7,393, respectively, equal to the required  contributions lbr each 
year. 

5. PO ST R ETIR EM ENT BENEFITS 

The BieJwille Parish A ssessor provides cerlain contin,ing heallb care and life ins,rance bcneJ Jls 
for its retired  em ployees. Substantially all of the assessor's employees becom e eligible for tllese bcnelbls 
if they rea ch norm al retirem ent age while working for the assessor. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance com pany whose inoathly prem itm~s aw 

paid jointly by tile employee and the assessor. The assessor recognizes the cost of providing these 
benefits (assessor's cosl of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums are paid. For the 
yea r ended  December 31, 1996, the total amounl ofpTemiums paid was $31,385, while the amounts paid 
for retirees totaled $10,838. 

LITIG ATIO N AN D CLAIM S 

At D ecem ber 31, 19!)6, the Bienville Parish A ssessor is not involved in ally litigation nor is h~ 
aware of ally unasserled  claim s. 

7 EX I'ENI)ITUR ES O F TIdE ASSESSO R 'S 
O FFICE PAll) BY TIlE PO LICE JUR Y 

The Bienville Parish Assessor's offi ce is located  in the parish courthouse. The cost of lnainlaini 
and opc.valing tile courthouse, as rex|uired by Ixm isiana Revised  Statute 33:4713, is paid by the Bienvi 
Parish Police Jury. 

- 14 



Independent Auditor's R eports R equired 

by Govern m ent A uditing Standards 

The fu|low ing independent auditor's reports on compliaoce with law s and regulations, and i~J, crt~;~ 
control structure are presented in compliance with tile requirem ents of Government Auditing ,'~'tandard~ 
issued by the Comptroller General of the U nit~xl States, and the Louisiana Govertmwntal Audit (;uid~' 
issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative Auditor 
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Independent Auditor's R eport on 

Com pliance W ith I.aws and R egulalions 

H O N O RABLE JIM M IE D . SM ITt] 
BIEN VILLE PARISH A SSESS()R 

Arcadia, Louisiana 

I have audited the general puq)ose tinancial stalements of the Bienville Parish A ssesso~ 
as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued m y repot1 
Ihereon dated June 27, 1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted au(liting stan(hu(Is: 
Goverm nent Auditing Standarcls, issuexl by the Com ptroller General of the lhlih.t 
States; and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide, issued by the Sociely td 
Louisiana Certifiexl Public Accountants and the Louisiana Ix~gislative Auditor. Tho~,~. 
standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether tile general l)Uq~ose financial stalem enls are flcc 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Compliance with law s and regulations al)plicahle to the Bienville Parish A ssessor is th~ 
resl)onsibility of the Bienville Parish A ssessor's m anagem ent. A s part of obtailfit~g 
reasonable assurance about whether the general puq~ose financial slaten'tertts are rice 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, I perforlned tests of the Bienville Parish A ssessoJ's 

compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. However, my ohjeclivc 
was 11ol to provide an opinion on overall compliance with such l)rovisi(m s. 
Accordingly, I do not express stuch an opinion. 

Tile results of m y tests indicale that, w ith respeel lo item s tested, the Bienville Parisl 
A ssessor coral)lied, in all m aterial respects, with lhe provisions referred to in lilt 
prccxxling paragraph. W ilh respect to item s not tested, nothing cam e to m y attenlioz 
that caused m e to believe that the Bienville Parish A ssessor had nol cora l)lied, in :fl 
m aterial respects, w ith those provisions. 
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H ON ORABLE JIM M IE D . SM ITH 
BIEN VILLE PA RIStt A SSESSOR 
Arcadia, Louisiana 

hldept~ndenl Auditor's Report 
on Com pliance, elc., 
D ecem ber 31, 1996 

This report is intendexl for lhe infonnation of the Bienville Parish Assessor 
lhe di,,;lribution of lhis report, w hich is a m ailer of public record. 

J  

W esl M onroe, Louisiana 
June 27, 1997 
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Independent Auditor's R eport 
on Internal Control Structure 

H ON ORA BLE JIM M IE D . SM ITH 
BIEN VILLE PARISH A SSI~ SOR 
Arcadia, Louisiana 

I have audited lhe general purpose financial statem ents of tile Bienville Parish A sscss~,~ 

as of D ecelnber 31, 1996, and for Ihe year lhen ended, and have issued lny rcl)~,rl 
thereon dated June 27. 1997. 

I conducted m y audil ill accordance w ith generally accepled auditing standards an( 
Govelutment Auditing Standards, issued by the Cora l)troller General of tile U nlit( 
Slates. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonablt 
assurance about whelher the general purpose financial statem ents are fre e of nlalcl i;! 
]uisslate]nenl. 

In l)lanning and perform ing m y audil of the general puq)ose financial slatem enls el 
Ihe Bienville Parish A ssessor for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1996, I considered it~ 
intern al control stru cture in order to delennine m y auditing procedures for tile purposc 
of expressing m y opinion oll the general puq~ose financial slalem ents and no! I(, 
provide assurance on lhe inlernal con|re] structure. 

The m anagelnenl of Bienville Parish A ssessor is responsible for eslablishing and 
m aintaining an intern al control struclure. In fidfilling this responsibility, estim ates and 

judgmt'~nts by managemen! are required t.o assess the expecled benefits and relalcd ~'(~t s 
of internal control structure policies and procedures. The objectives of an inlcrnal 
control slruclure are to provide m anagem ent with reasonable, but nol absolulc. 

assurance thai assels are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disl)osition. 

and lhat transactions arc executed in accordance with m anagem enl's aulhorization and 
record~~l properly 1o pem li| the preparation of general purpose financial statem enls m 
accordance w ilh generally accepted accounting principles. Because of inhcrt'nl 
lim itations in any internal control stru cture, errors or irregularities m ay nevertheless 

occur and nol be delecled. Also, projection o1' any evaluation of the struchtre lo fuhuc 
I)eriods is subject to the risk that procedures lnay become inadequate becausc t~l 
changes in conditions or that tile effectiveness of lhe design and operation of politic, 
and procedures m ay deleriorale. 
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H ON ORABLE JIM M IE D . SM ITH 

BIEN V1LLE PARISH A SSI~ SOR 
A rcadia, Louisiana 

Indel~endenl Auditor's Report oll 
Internal Control Slructure, etc., 
D ecem ber 31. 1996 

For lhc l)urf~ose of this reporl, I have classified tile significanl internal conlrol struchnre policics a~ 
procedures in tile following categories: 

Revenues/receipts 
Expenditures/disbursem ents/payro 
Budgeting/budgetary reporting 

For all of the intern al caxllrol StEUCture categories listed above, I obtained an understanding of the dcsi~l 
of relevant policies and l)roc~tures and whether they have been placezl in operation, and I assessed cont~ 
risk. I did nol extend m y audil procedures beyond those necessary 1o plan the audil but instead rclk.t 
upon substantive tests as a m ore efficient audit iechniqt,e. 

M y consideration of the intern al control struett~re would not necessarily disclose all m atters in the intcm ~ 
control structure that m ight Ix; m aterial weaknesses under standards eslablished by the Am erican InstillJl~ 
of CeJlified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a reportable condition in which the desi.en or 
operation of one or m ore of the specific intern al control stnlclure elem ents does not reduce to a relalivtq3 
low level the risk that en'ors or irregularities in am ounts that w ould be lnalerial in relation to the geneH 
purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be deteclcd within a lim ely period h5 
employees in the norm al covrse of performing their assigned fimclions. I noted no m ailers involving lilt. 
internal control slnlettlre and its operations that I consider to be m aterial weaknesses as defined alxv, t. 

This repoJ1 is inlendeA for the information of the ]3ienville Parish A ssessor. This is nol intended to 
tile dislribulion of lhis reporl, which is a m atter of public record. 

W est M onroe, I~quisiana 

Julle 2";'. 1997 


