
RICH LAN D PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

N otes to the Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Yea r Ended D ecem ber 31, 1996 

SUM M ARY O F SIG N IFICAN T ACCO U N TIN G PO LICIES 

A s provided  by A rticle VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, tile assessow is 
elec ted  by tile voters of tile parish and serves a term of four years, beginning January 1 following the year 

in which elecled. The assessor assesses all real and movable property in the parish, sut~jec t to ad valortqn 
laxalion, prepares tax rolls, and subm its the rolls to the Ix~uisiana Tax Com m ission and other 
govcrnm cntal bodies as prescribed by law . The assessor is atlthorized  to appoint as m any deputies as 
necessary for the efficient operation of his office and to provide assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. 
The dcputics are authorized  to perform all fim clions of the office, but the assessor is officially and 
pec uniarily responsible for the actions of the deputies. 

At D ecelnber 31, 1996, there are 37,054 real, lnovable and public service assessm ent lislings 

tolaling $35,255,990, $15,380,160, and $14,124,130 respectively. This represents a increase of 2,638 
assessment listings. The total assessed  valuation increased by $5,484,040. 

A . R EPO R TIN G  EN TITY 

A s the governing authority of the parish, for reporting purposes, the Richland 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Richland Parish. The financial 

reporling entity consists of (a) the primary government (police jury), (b) organizations 
for which the primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other 
organizations for which the nature and significance of their relationship w ith the prilnary 
goverlnnent are such that exclusion would cause the reporting entity's financial statem ents 
Io be m isleading or incom plete. 

Govemmenlal Acconnting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
criteria for delennining which component units should be considered part of the Richland 
Parish Police Jury tbr financial reporting purposes. The basic criteria for including a 
potential com ponent unit within the reporting entity is financial accountability. The GASB 
has set forth criteria to be considerczl in detem fining fina,lcial accountability. This criteria 
inchides: 

Appointing a voting lnajority of an organization's governing body 
and; 
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RICH LAN D PARISH A SSESSOR 

Rayville, Louisiana 
GOV ERNM ENTAL FUN I) TYPE - GENERA L FUN D 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For the Year Endcxt D ecem ber 31, 1996 

R EVEN UES 
Taxes - ad valorem 
lntergovernnm ntal revenues - fire district fees 

Fees, charges, and comm issions for services 
U se of m oney and property - interesl earn ings 

Total revem les 

EX I'ENI)ITUR ES 
General governm ent - laxation: 

Currcnt: 
Personal serv ices and rclated benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supplies 
Travel and other charges 

D ebt service 
Capi|al outlay 

Tolal expendilures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
O V FR EXI'ENI)ITUR ES 

O TH ER FIN AN CIN G SO UR CE 
Proceeds froln lease purchase 

FXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENU ES AND 
O TIIER SO U R CE O VER EXPEND ITUR ES 

FUN I) BALAN CE A T BEG INN ING O F YEAR 

FUNI) BALAN CE AT END O F YEAR 

BU D GET A CTU A L 

$300,000 
6,000 
3,200 
4,000 

313.200 

260,000 
31,000 
8,000 
9,000 
1,400 
5,000 

314.400 

$301,935 
7,144 
3,835 
3,634 

316.548 

248,433 
24,316 
10,192 
6,861 

3,199 
3,544 

296.545 

(1,200) 20,003 

3 070 

(1,200) 
261.433 

$260,233 

The aee om panying notes are an integral part of this statem en! 
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23,073 

286.4.70 

Statem ent B 

V ARIA N CE 

FAV ORABLE 

(UNFAVORABLE)_ 

$1,935 
1,144 
635 

(3((2)_ 
3.348 

11,567 
6,684 

(2,192) 
2,139 

(1,799) 
1.456 

17.855 

21,203 

3.070 

24,273 

25.037 

$49.31( 



 

RICH LAN D PARISH ASSESSOR 
Rayville, ]~m isiana 

ALL FU N D TYPES  AN D ACCOU NT GROU PS 

ASSETS 
Cash 
Receiwtble - ad valorem taxes 
Securily deposil - autom obile 
Office fim lishings and equipm ent 

TOTAL A SSETS 

Balance Sheet, D ecem ber 31, 1996 

I,IABILITIES AND ],lIND FQUrI'Y 
Liabililies - accounts payable 
Lease purchase payable 

Total liabilities 
Fund tkluily: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
Flllld balance - lllll'eSelwexl - 
undesignaled 
Total Fnnd F.,quily 
TO TA L LIABILITIES 

AND FUND EQUITY 

GOVERNM ENTAL 
FUND TYPE - 

GENERAL FUND 

Statem ent A 

ACCOU NT 
G RO U P - 
GENERAl, TOTAL 
FIXEI) (M EM ORANDUM 
ASS I,/TS ONI ,Y) 

$313,015 $61,024 

$2,157 
1.315 
3.472 N ON E 

309.543 

$61,024 

309.543 61.024 

$118,293 
194,297 

425 

61.024 

$374,039 

$2,157 
1.315 
3.472 

61,1124 

3(19.543 
370.567 

$313,015 _$61,024 $374,039 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of this statem en! 



GENERAL PURPO SE FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 
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Independeut A uditor's Report 

RICH LAN D PARISH A SSESSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

G eneral Puq)ose Financial Statem ents 

W ith Independent Auditor's Report 
A s of and for tile Year Ended 

D ecem ber 31, 1996 

C 0 ~ _I ~_N T S 

G eneral Purpose Financial Statem ents: 

Balance Sheet - A ll Fund Types and 
AcCOUlll Groups 

Govermnenlal Fund Type - General Fund 
Slalem enl of Revenues, Exl)enditures, 
and Changes in Fund Balance - Budgel 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 

Notes lo the Financial Slalem enls 

Independent A uditor's R eports R equired by 
GovelTtm enl A udithtg Standards: 

Reporl on Com pliance W ilh Law s and Regulations 

Repot1 on lnlernal Control Structure 

2 

Slal~m e, n! P.q g(~ No. 

3 

A 
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RICH LAND PA RISH A SSZkqSOR 
Rayvillc, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continned) 

2 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will oll 
that organization and/or; 

The potential for the organization to provide spec ific 
financial benefits to or im pose specific financial 

burdens on the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent oll the police jury. 

Organizations for which the reporting entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included  
becanse of the nature or significance  of the relationship. 

Bex:ause the tx/lice jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which the 
assessor's office is located , the assessor was determined  to be a component unit of the 
Richland Parish Police Jury, the financial re porting entity. The accom panying financial 
statem ents present information only on the funds m aintained by the assessor and do not 

present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial repo~ling 
entity. 

B. FUN D ACCO UN TIN G 

The assessor nses funds and acconnl groups to report on its financial position and 
the results of its operalions. Fnnd accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance 
and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related  to certain governm ent 
filnctions or activities. 

A fire d is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d exluity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial repo~ling device designed to provide accountability 

for ce tlain assets and liabilities (general fixed  assets and general long-term debt) that are 
not recorded  in the "fim ds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of financial position, 
no1 with the nre asnrem ent of results of operations. 

Fnnds are classified into three categories; govennnental, proprietary, and fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided  into separate "fire d types". Govern m ental fimds are 
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H ON ORA BLE K ATH Y COEN EN , CLA 
RICH LAN D PARISH A SSIG SOR 
Rayville, Lonisiana 

Independent Auditor's Report on 
Internal Control Slruclure~ 
D ecem ber 31. 1996 

111 planning and perform ing m y audit of the general purpose financial statem ents of lhe Richland Parish 
A ssessor for the year endext D ecem ber 31, 1996, I obtained an understanding of the internal conh'ol 
structure. W ith respect to the internal control structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of 
rclevanl Im licies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operation, and I assessed conlrol 
risk in order to determine m y auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the general 

purpose financial slatemenls and not to provide an opinion on the intern al control structure. Accordingly, 
1 do not express such an opinion. 

M y consideration of the intern al contro l stru cture would not necessarily disclose all m atters in Ihe internal 
control slruclnre Ihat m ight Ix~ nmterial weaknesses under standards established by the Am erican Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operalion of 
one or m ore of the internal control stru cture elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk 
thai erm rs and irregularities in am ounts that would be malerial in relation to lhe general purpose financial 
stalelnents being attdiled m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by elnployees in Ihc 
normal course of perforlning their assigned fim ctions. I noted no m atters involving the internal com rol 

structure and its operations that I consider to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This reporl is intended  for the information of the Richland Parish A ssessor. This is not intended  to lim it 

the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

April 10, 1997 



C~RTI~=IED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

M E:M BER A M ERICA N 

NSTITUTE O F C EF~TIFIED 

P UBLIC A CCOU N IA N15 

5 ~ IETY O F LO U ISIA NA 

C ERTIFIED P U EILIC 

A CCOU NTA N1FS 

P R~.CTIC E L IM ITIED TO 

G O VERN M E NTA L 

ACCO UNTING, A U DITING 

A ND FINA NCIA L R EPORIlNG 

~i6 PROFESSIONA L D RIVE 

W  IES'/ M ON Re.E, 

LOUISIA NA '7129 1 

PHO NE 3 18.325.2 12 1 

TOLl FREE LO UI:SlA NA 

1.800.S4 t .5020 

FA x 3 18.324.1630 

Independent Auditor's R eport 

H ON ORA BLE K ATH Y COEN EN , CLA 
RICHLAN D PARISH ASSIkSSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

I have audited  Ihe general puq)ose financial statem ents of Ihe Richland Parish 
A ssessor, a com ponent unit of the Richland Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 
1996, and for the year then ended, as listed  in the table of contents. These general 
poq)ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of file Richland Parish A ssessor's 
m anagem ent. M y responsibility is Io express an opinion on Ihese general purpose 
financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

1 conducted  nay audit in acco]dance w ith generally accepted  auditing standards and 
GoveJvtm ent Auditing Standards, issued  by the Com ptroller General of the l_hillcd 
Stales. Those slandards require that I plan and perform the audit to oblain reasonable 

assurance about whether the general puq)ose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isslalem ent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporling tile 
am ounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. A n audit also 
inch, des assessing the accounting principles osed and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent 
presentation. ] believe that m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

Ill m y opinion, the general puq~ose financial statem ents referred  to above prt~scnt 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Richland Parish A ssessor 
as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and the results of operations for the year then ended in 
conformity with generally accepted  accounting principles. 



RICH LAN D PARISH A SS-~kSSOR 
Rayville, Ixm isiana 

Notes to the Financial Stalements (Continued ) 

used to account for a govern m ent's general activities, w here the focus of attention is on 
the providing of' services to the public as opposed to proprietary fim ds where the focus of 
altenlion is on recovering tile cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fim ds are used  to account for assets held 
for others. Tile assessor's current operations require only tile use of govenunental fim ds 

(GenEral Fund). Ad valorem tax revenue authorized  by Act 17 of 1990 is accounted  for 
ill this fire d. General operating expenditures are paid fi'om this fund. 

C . G FNER AL FIX EI) A SSETS AND 
IA')N G -TERM  DEBT 

Fixed  assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixed  assets) are 
accounted for in tile general fixed assets account group, rather than ill the General Fund. 

Fixed  assets provided by lhe police jury are not recorded in tile general fixed assets 
accotml group. Approxim ately 91 per cent of fixed assets are valued at actual historical 

costs based on the actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 9 per cent are based on 
estim ated  historical costs. No depreciation has been providezl on general fixed  assets. Tile 
account group is not a fired. It is concerned only with the m easurem ent of financial 
position and does not involve m easurem ent of results of operations. Tile assessor has no 
long term debt at D ecem ber 31, 1996. 

I). BA SIS O F ACCO UN TIN G 

Tile financial repo~ling treatm ent al)plied to a fire d is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. A ll govern m ental fim ds are accounted  for using a current financial 
resources m easurelllenl focus. W ith this nleastJrelnent focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) ill net current assets. 

Tile m odified accrual basis of accounting is used for reporting all govern m ental 
fired types. U nder tile m odificxl accrual basis of acconnting, revenues are recognized when 

susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they are both measurable and available). "M easurable" 
m eans tile am ount of the transaction can be determined and "available" m eans collectible 
w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of tile 
current period. Tile assessor uses tile following practices ill recognizing and repmaing 
revenncs and expenditures: 

10- 



RICH LA N D PARISH A SSI_~ SOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statemenls (Continued ) 

R evenuers 

A d valorem taxes are recorded  in the year the taxes are due and 
payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed  on a calendar year basis, atlach as 
an enforceable lien, and becom e due and payable on the dale the tax rolls 
are filed w ith the recorder of m ortgages. Louisiana Revised Statute 
47:1993 requires that the tax roll be filed  on or before Novem ber 1S of 
each yea r. Ad valorem taxes bec om e delinquent if not paid by D ecem ber 
31. The taxes are normally collected in D ecem ber of the current year and 

January and February of the ensuing year. 

Fees for preparing tax rolls are l'ecorded  in the year prepared . 
Inleresl incom e on tim e deposits is recordexl when the tim e deposits have 
m atured. Interest incom e on dem and deposits is recorded m onthly when 
lhe inleres! is earned and cred ited to the acconnl. 

Based  on the above criteria, ad valorem taxes and fees for preparing 
lax rolls have been Ireatexl as susceptible to accnml. 

Fxpendilures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under tile m odified accnml 
basis of accounting when the relaled fund liability is incurred. 

E. BITD G ET PR ACTICES 

Tile proposexl budget for the General Fund, prepared  on the m odified  accnml basis 
of accounting, is m ade available for public inspec tion at least fifteen days prior |o lhe 
beginning of each fiscal year. The budget is then legally adopted  by the assessor and 
am ended  during the year, as necessary. The budgel is established  and conlrollexl by the 

assessor al the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be 
real~propriated for the follow ing year to be expended . All changes in the budget m ust be 

approved by lhe assessor. 

Fonnal budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem enl control device during 
the year. Budgetext amounts included  in the accom panying financial statem ent include the 
original adopted  budget am ounts. 



RICH LAND PARISH ASSI:LqSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

F. CASH 

U nder state law , the assessor m ay deposit fim ds w ithin a fiscal agent bank 
organized  under the laws of tile State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in tile union, 
or tile laws of the U nited States. The assessor m ay invest in cerlificates and tim e deposits 
of state banks organized  under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices 

in Louisiana. At December 31, 1996, the assessor has cash (book balances) totaling 
$118,293. 

These deposits are slated  at cost, which approxim ates m arkel. U Jider stale law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be secured by fed eral deposit 
insurance or tile pled ge of securities ownty.l by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of 

tile pledged securities plus tile federal deposit insurance nm st at all tim es equal the am ount 
on deposit with the fiscal agent. These deposils are held ill the nam e of the pled ging fiscal 
agent bank ill a hohling or custodial flank that is m utually acceptable to both parlics. 
Deposit balances (bank balances) at December 31, 1996 are secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Fed eral deposit insurance 

Pledges securities (uncollateralized) 
Tola 

~126,123 

l(10,000 
300,000 

Because the pledged securities are held by a custodial bank in tile nam e of tile fiscal 
agent bank rather than in tile nam e of tile assessor, they are considered uncollateralized  

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASt~ Codification C20.106. However, Ixmisiana 
Revisexl Statute 39:1229 imposes a statu tory r~xluirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise 
and sell tile pledged securities wilhin 10 days of being notified  by the assessor that the 
fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. Fullhcr, LRS 39:1224 
states that securities held by a third party shall be deem ed  to be held in the assessor's 

nalne. 

G . VA CATIO N AND  SICK I~EAVE 

After one year of service, employees of the assessor's office receive two weeks of 
vacation lea ve ea ch year. Vacation leave m ust be taken in the year earned. Sick leave is 
granted on an individual basis at the discretion of the assessor. At D ecember 31, 1996, 
there are no accum ulaled and vested benefits relating to vacation and sick leave. 



RICH LA N D PARISH A SSt~ SOR 
Rayville, Ixxlisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continuexl) 

It. TO TAl, CO LUM N O N TH E 
BAI,AN CE SItEET 

The total cohmm  on tile balance sheet is captioned M em orandun~ Only to indica|e 

Iha| il is presented only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Data in this column 
does no! present financial position in conform ily with generally accepted  accounling 
principles. N either is such data comparable to a consolidation. 

2. LEVIEI) TAXES 

A s provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 47:1925, the assessor is authorized to levy an ad 
valorem tax in lieu of pro rata ded uctions from ad valorem taxing authorities. The avlhorized m illage 
should be an am ounl necessary to provide no less ad valorem taxes than that received  by the assessor in 
the initial year. For the year endexl D ecem ber 31, 1996, the Richland Parish A ssessor levied 6.71 m ills 
to pro vide funding for her office. 

The follow ing are the principal taxpayers for the parish and their 1996 assessed valuation 

Enlergy Ixm isiana, Inc 
ANR Pipeline Co. 
Bellsouth Telecom m ., lnc 
N oram G as Trans., Co 
Tiflon A lunfinum Co. 
Richland Stale Bank 
First Republic Bank 
A m erican Tel. & Tel. Co. 
Black Claw son Co., Inc. 
Rayville Com press &  H ardware 

Total 

13 

Per cent 

1996 of Total 
A ssessed A ssessed  
V aluation Vahlation 

$2,389,420 
2,484,500 
2,166,510 
1,945,410 
1,894, 88(I 
1,318,900 
864,660 
658,260 
746,450 
702.610 

3.69% 
3.84% 
3.35% 
3.00 % 
2.93% 
2.04% 
1.34% 
1.02% 
1.15% 
1.08% 

23.44% 



RICH LA ND PA RISH A SS]-LSSOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

Noles Io Ihe Financial Stalelnenls (Continued ) 

CItAN G ES IN G EN ERAL FIXED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in offices fim lishings and equipm enl follow s 

Balance at January 1, 1996 
A ddilions 
D elelions 

Balance al D ecem ber 31, 1996 

I'EN SIO N PLAN 

$57,480 
3,544 
N ONE 

SubstanOally all employees of the Richland Parish A ssessor's office are m em bers of Ihe lxm isiana 

Assessor's Rcliremenl System (syslem), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retirement 
system (PERS), eonlrolled  and administered by a separale board of tru stees. 

A ll fidl-lim e em ployees who arc under lbc age of 60 at lhe lim e of original em ploym em am l are 
not draw ing relirem enl benefits from any other public relirem enl system in Louisiana art; required to 
parlieipale in lhe syslem . Employees who relive a| or after age 55 w ilh at least 12 years of cred ilcd 
service or al or after age 50 w ith at leasl 30 years of credited  service are entilled 1o a retirem ent benefit

, 

payable m onthly for life, equal 1o 3 per cenl of their final-average salary for each year of credited service
, 

not lo exceed  100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is Ihe em ployee's average 

salary over lhe 36 consecutive or joined months thai produce the highest average. Employees wh~ 
tcnninate with at leasl 12 years of service and do nol withdraw their em ployee conlribulions m ay retire 
al or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrl, ed to their dale of term inalion. The system also provides 
dealh and disability benefils. Benefits are established by stale statute. 

Tile System issues an annual publicly available reporl thai includes financial statelncnts and 
required supl~lem entary inform alion for the Syslem . That reporl m ay be oblained by w riting lo Ihc 
Lolfisiana A ssessor's Relirem enl Syslem , Post Office Box 1786, Shreveporl, IJm isiana 71166 1786. ol 
by calling (318) 425-4446. 

Plan m em bers are nN uired by state statute to contribute 7.00 per cent of their annual covered 
salary and the Richland Parish A ssessor is required  Io contribute at an actuarially determ ined  ralc. The 
current vale is 6.00 per cent of amm al covered payroll. Contributions to the system include one-fourth 

of one per celll (one per cenl for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by lhe lax rolls ol 
ea ch parish, plus revem ,e sharing fands approprialed  by Ihe legislature. The contribulion requircm cnls 
of plan m em bers and the Riehland Parish A ssessor arc eslablished and m ay be am ended  by state statute. 

As provided by Louisiana Revised Slalute 11 : 103, the employer contributions are delennined by acluarial 

vahlalion and are subject to change each year based on tile resulls of file valuation for the prior fiscal year. 
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RICH LA N D PARISH A SS[kSSOR 
Rayville, I_z~uisiana 

Notes Io the Financial Slalements (Continued) 

Tile Richland Parish A ssessor's contributions to the. system for the years ending D ecem ber 31, 1996, 

1995, 1994, were $9,895, $10,918, and $11,666, respectively, equal to lhe reqnirexl eontribulions for 
each year. 

5. I'O ST R ETIREM EN T BEN EFITS 

The Richland Parish A ssessor provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits 
for retired em ployees. Substantially all of the assessor's em ployees becom e eligible for these benefits if 
they reach normal retirement age while working for the assessor. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefils for active employees are provided through an insurance company whose m onthly prem ium s arc 

paid jointly by the employee and the assessor. The assessor recognizes the cost of providing these 
benefits (lhe assessor's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when paid during the year. For the year 
ended Decem ber 31, 1996, the lotal cost of health and life insurance prem ium s for lhe assessor was 
$31,764. Of this amount, $3,470 was for retiree benefits. 

LITI(;ATIO N AN D CLAIM S 

At Decem ber 31, 1996, the Richland Parish A ssessor is not involved in any litigation nor is she 
aware of ally tlnasserlcxl clailns. 

EXI'ENI)ITUR ES O F TIlE A SSESSO R 'S 
OFFICE PAIl) BY TH E POLICE JURY 

TheRichland Parish A ssessor's office is located in thel)arish courlhouse. The cost of m aintaining 
and operating the eourlhouse, as required by Lx~uisialla Revised Statute 33:4713, is paid by the Richland 
Parish Police Jury. 

- 15- 



CERTIFIED PU~I ~~ ACCt) UN~AN~ 

M EM BER A M ERI, CA N 

NSTITUTE O F C EIITIFIED 

PUIBt Ic A CCOU NTANTS 

~OC lETY OF LOU ISIA NA 

C [ZRTIFI ED P U I3LIC 

A CCOUNTA N rS 

PRACTIC E LIM ITED TO 

G OVERNM ENIAL 

A CCO UN~I NG, A UDITING 

A N D FiNA nCiA L R EPORTING 

116 PROFESSIONA L D RIVE 

W EST M ONROE, 

LO UISIA NA 7 129 1 

PHON E 3 18.325.2 12 1 

TO LL FREE LO UISIA NA 

1.800.54 ~ .5020 

FA X 3 18.324 .1;630 

Independent Auditor's Report oll 
Com pliance W ith Laws and Regulations 

H ON OR ABLE K ATH Y COEN EN , CLA 
RI CH LAN D PARISH ASSt~ SOR 
Rayville, Louisiana 

I have auditexl tile general puq)ose financial statem ents of the Richland Parish 
A ssessor, a component unit of the Richland Parish Police Jury, as of D ecember 31, 
1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued m y report thereon dated April 10, 
1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards; 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the U nited 
States; and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of 
Louisiana Cerlifiexl Public Accountants and tile Louisiana Legislative Auditor. Those 
standards and the audit guide require that I plan and perform the audfl to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the general puq)ose financial statem ents are free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Complian~x~ with laws and regulations applicable to tile Richland Parish A ssessor is lhe 
responsibility of the Richland Parish A ssessor's m anagem ent. A s parl of obtaining 
reasonable assurance aboul whether tile general ptlrposc financial slatemenls arc frcc 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, I performed tests of the Riehland Parish A ssessor's 

compliance with certain provisions of laws and regulations. However, my ol2iectivc 
w as not to provide an opinion on overall com pliance w ith such provisions. 
Accordingly, ] do not express such an opinion. 

The results of m y tests disclosezt no inslances of noncompliance that are required t0 be 
reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. 

This report is intended for tile inlorm alion of tile Richland Parish A ssessor. This is 
not intended to lim it the distribution of this reporl, which is a m atter of public record. 

April 10, 1997 



 



 

Independent A uditor's R eports on 
Com pliance with Laws and R egulations 

and Internal Control Structure 

The follow ing independent auditor's reports on com pliance w ith laws and regulations and interna 
conh'ol slnlclure are presented in com pliance w ilh the rexluirem ents of Governntent Auditing Standards 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited States, and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide 
issued by lhe Sociely of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and the IJauisiana Legislalive Audiiol 
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