
ASSFTS 
(?ash 
Receivables 
Other assets 
l)eposits with Public Employee 
Btmefils Services (;orl)oration 

Office fiwnishings and 
equil~menl 

TOTA I~ ASSETS 

LIAIIIIATIES AND FIINI) EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accom ds payable 
l)ue to plan participants 
TotM liabilities 

Fund liqt~ity: 
hlvestm enl in general fixezl assets 
}:lind balance - i.illi'eSgl.Ve/J - 
undt~si gnalezl 
Total Fund l~quity 

TOTA L 1JABILITIES 

ANI) FUNI) EQUITY 

TENSAS PA RISH ASSI~;SSOR 
St. Joseph, [~uisiana 

A LL FUN I) TYPES AND ACCOUNT GRO UPS 

Balance Sheet, I)ecember 31. 1996 

J'he a( colnl~anying notes are all integral part ot" this statenlenl 

FII)IJCIARY 
FUNI) TYPIi - 
DEFERRED 

GOVERNM EN'] At, COM PENSATION 
FUND TYPE PLAN AGENCY 

GENERAL FUND FUND 

$175,547 
134,35(I 

400 

_ _  $31(1,297 

$110 

0 

310.187 

$43,518 

Statem enl A 

TO'I AI. 
(M liM ORANI)U~vl 

ONI ,'Y) --  

$175,547 
134,350 

4111~ 

43.518 

$50,054 50,054 

$43,518 $50,054 $403,869 

$43,518 
43.518 

NONI 

NONE 

$50,054 

50.054 

$110 
43.518 
43.628 

36(1,241 
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Independent A uditor's R eport 

H ON ORABLE IRBY G AM IgI_,E , CLA 

TEN SAS PARISH ASSESSOR 
SI. Joseph, Louisiana 

I have attditexl tile general puq)ose financial statem enls of the Tensas Parish A ssessor, 
a com ponent unit of the Tensas Parish Police Jury, as of Decem ber 31, 1996, and for 
the year lhen endext, as listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial 
slatem ents are the responsibility of the Tensas Parish A ssessor's m anagem enl. M y 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents 
based on m y audit. 

I conduclexl m y attdit in accordance wilh generally accepted attditing standards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller Gencral of the U nilcd 
States. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audi! to obtain rea sonable 
assura nce about w hether the general purpose financial statem ents are fi'ee of m alerial 
m isstalem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a lest basis, evidence suppolling the 

am ounts and disclosures in the general 1)urpose financial slatem ents. An audil also 
includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant eslim ales m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evalualing the overall general puq)ose financial Matcm cnl 
presentation. I believe that m y audil provides a rea sonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y ol)inion, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to above prcscm 
fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Tensas Parish A ssessor as 
of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and the resulls of its operations lbr the year then ended in 
confom fity w ith generally accepted accounting princil)les. 
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ttON ORABLE IRBY GAM BLE, CLA 
TEN SAS PARISH A SSESSOR 
St. Joseph, lxm isiana 

Independent Auditor's Reporl 
owl Internal Control S1Ftlcltll'e, 
Decem ber 31, 1996 

In planlling and performing lily audit of lhe general puqgose financial statenlents of tile Tcnsas Parish 
A ssessor for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1996, I oblained an understanding of Ihe internal control 
slructt~re. W ith respex:t to tilt internal control structure, I obtained an understanding of the design of 
rdevanl policies and procedures and whether they have been plaeexl in operation, and I assessed control 
risk in order to delennine m y auditing proc~xlures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the gencral 
puqxisc financial stalemenls and not to provide all opinion On tile internal control struclure. Accordingly, 
I do nol express such an opinion. 

M y considenalion of the inlenml control stnlcture would not necessarily disclose all m alters in tile inlernal 
conlrol slnlcturc thai nlight be m aterial weaknesses under slandards established by lhc A m erican Instilulc 
of Certifiexl Public Accountants. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 
one ,ar m ore of tile internal conlrol stl'tLclure elem ents does not rcxluce to a relalively low level Ihe risk 
thai errors and irregularities in am ounts that WOldd be m aterial in relation Io the general im rpose finanlcial 
stalem cnts being audiled m ay occur and not be delected w ithin a tim ely period by em llloyecs in the 
normal course of performing their assignezt fllnclions. 1 noted no m ailers involving tile inlernal conlrol 

SlrllClUlC and its operations thai I consider to be m alerial weaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for tile inform alion of tile Tensas Parish A ssessor 
the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

W est M onroe, Louisiana 

M arch 14. 1997 

2(I- 



TEN SA S PARISH ASSESSOR 
St. Joseph, la.nnisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

b 

Tile ability of the police jury to impose its will on 
that organization and/or; 

Tile I~ tenlial for tile organization to provide specific 
financial benefits to or impose specific financial 

bt.ztens Oil the police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
majority but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

O rganizations for which tile reporling entity financial statements 
would be m isleading if data of the organization is not included 
because of the natm'e or significance of the relalionship. 

Because file police jury maintains and operates tile parish courlhouse in which tile 
assessor's office is Iocalexl, lhe assessor was determined to be a component tra il of lhe 

Tensas Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
statem ents present infornlation only Oil the fimds m aintained by the assessor and do nol 

present information on the police jury, tile general governnlent services provided by thai 
governm ental unil, or tile other governlnental units that com prise tile financial repelling 
mltity. 

B. FUN I) A CCO UN TIN G 

Tile assessor uses funds and account groups to report Oil its financial position and 
Ihe results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal COnlpliancc 
and to aid financial m anagement by segregating transactions related to certain govcrlllnelll 
functions or activities, 

A fund is a separate accounting entity wilh a self-balancing set of accounls that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fund equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on tile other hand, is a financial reporling device designed to provide accountability 

for certain assets and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-lernl debt) that arc 
not recorded in the "funds" bemause they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only w ilh the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not w ith the m easurem ent of results of operations. 

Funds arc elassifiexl into three categories; govenunental, proprietary, and fiduciary 



 

TEN SAS PAR1SIt ASSESSOR 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

GOV ERNM ENTAL FU ND TYPE - GENERAL FU N D 

Slalenlenl of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance - Budget 

(GAAP Basis) and Actual 
For lhe Year Ended Decem ber 31, 1996 

R FVEN UES 
Taxes - ad va[orem 

llllergoverllm enlal rov~;lilies: 
Federal grant - in lieu of taxes 

Slale grant - slate revenue sharing (net) 
Fees, charges, and COllllnissions for services 
U se of m oney and properly - interes( earnings 
Other revenues 

Tolal revenues 

EXPFNI)ITURES 
G eneral governlllelll - taxalion: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M alerials and supplies 
Travel and olher charges 

Capital oullay 

Total exf~ondilures 

B(II)GET ACTUAL 

Slalem en! B 

VARIAN('E 
FAVORAIII.F. 

~.11NFAVORAIIIA,)_ 

$125,000 $137,372 $12,372 

2,750 
14,000 
3,600 
7,200 
400 

152.950 

110,000 
26,000 
3,100 
7,000 
4,000 

150.100 

2,767 

16,832 
3,673 
7,804 
430 

168,878 

103,327 
17,046 
2,644 
5,691 
3,310 

132.018 

17 

2,832 
73 

604 
30 

15.928 

6,673 
8,954 
456 

1,309 
690 

18.082 

EXCESS ()F RIgVEN UES O VER EXPENI)rI'UR ES 2
,850 36,860 34.010 

FUNI) BA LAN CIg AT BEG IN N IN G O F YEAR 273,327 273,327 

FUNI) BALANCE AT ENq) OF YEAR ,~ _76,177 $31(/,187_ $34,010
=  

Tile accoJnl)anying holes arc an integral parl of lhis slalem ent 

-6 



ItO N O RABLE IRBY G AM BLE, CLA 

TEN SAS PARISH A SSESSOR 
SI. Joseph, lx~uisiana 

Independen! Auditor's Re.porl 
on Com pliance, ~'.tc., 
D ecem ber 31. 1996 

This repoll is intended for the inform alion of tile Tensas Parish A ssessor 
the dislribulion of lhis report, which is a m alter of public recolzl. 

W es! M onroe, ix~uisiana 

M arch 14. 1997 
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hldependent Auditor's R eport on Com pliance 
W ith Laws, R egulations, and Contracts 

H ON ORABLE IRBY GAM BI,E
, CLA 

TEN SA S PA RISH A SSESSO R 

St..Iosel)h, Louisiana 

] have audilo:t the genel~al purpose financial slatem cnls of the Tcnsas Parish A ssessor
, 

a component unit of the Tensas Parish Police Jury
, as of Decem ber 31, 1996, and for 

the year then ended, and have issued m y reporl thcr~m  dated M arch 14
, 1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance with generally accepted attditing standards; 
Gove/Ttntent Auditing Sta/M ards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited 
States; and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide

, issued by the Socicty of 
Louisiana Certifiexl Public Accountants and tile ixm isiana Legislative Auditor

. Those 
slandards and the audit guide require that I plan and l)efform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether tile general puq)ose financial stalem enls are frcc 
of m aterial m isstatem ent. 

Com pliance with law s, regulations, and contracts applicahle lo the Tcnsas Parish 
A ssessor, is the responsibility of the assessor's m anagem ent. A s pan of obtaining 
reasonable assurance about whether the general lm rpose financial statements arc free 
of m aterial m isstatem ent, I l~ H'onntxl tests of tile Tensas Parish A ssessor's com pliance 
w ith cerlain provisions of laws, regtdalions

, and contracls, ltowever, the objective of 
m y audit of tile general puq~ose financial statem ents was not to provide an opinion on 
overall com pliance w ith such provisions. A ccordingly

, I do not express stlch an 
opinion. 

Tile results of m y tests discloscxt no instances of noncom pliance that are required to bc 

reported under GovelTtment Auditing Standards. 
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TEN SA S PARISH ASSESSOR 
St. Joseph, Lxm isiana 
Noles to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

CASII 

U nder slate law , thc assessor m ay deposit fim ds w ithin a fiscal agent bank 
organizexl under the laws of the State of Louisiana, the laws of any other state in the union, 
or the laws of the Unilczl Slates. The assessor lnay invest in ceJlificates and lim e deposits 
of stale banks organized under Louisiana law and nalional banks having principal offices 

in Louisiana. At December 31, 1996, the assessor has cash (book balances) totaling 
$175,547. 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder state law , 
these deposits, or the resttlting bank balances, m ust be secured by fexteral deposit insurance 
or the pledge of securities ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arkel value of tile 
plezlgexl securities phls the fexle~~al deposit insurance m ust at all tim es equal the am ount on 
deposil with the fiscal agent. These securities are held in the nam e of the pledging fiscal 
agenl bank in a holding or custodial bank that is nm tually acceptable to both parties. Cash 

Ibank balances) at December 31, 1996, is secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 
t'ledged securities (uncollateralized) 

Tota 

$143,596 
250.235 

Because the pk~tgcd securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank rather than in Ihe nalne of the assessor, they are considerexl uncollateralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20:106; however, Ixmisiana 
Revisexl Statute 39:1229 imposes a statu tory requirem ent on the custodial bank to adveJlise 
and sell the plexlged securities w ithin 10 days of being notifiexl by the assessor that the 
fiscal agent has tailed to pay deposited funds upon dem and. Further, LRS 39:1224 states 
that securities held by a third pmly shall be deem ed to be held in the assessor's nam e. 

G . VACATIO N AND SICK  LEAVE 

All em ployees ea n~ ten days of vacation leave and ten days of sick leave each year. 
Vacalion leave and sick leave are non-cum ulative and any am ounts rem aining at year-end 
are lbrfeited. 



H ON O RABLE IRBY GAM BLE, CLA 
TEN SAS PARISIt A SSESSOR 
SI. Joseph, Ixm isiana 

Independenl A uditor's Report, 

D eccmher 3 I. 1996 

In accordance w ith Government Auditing Standards, 1 have also issued a report dated M arch 6
, 1997 on 

m y consideralion of lhe Ten~ s Parish A ssessor's internal control slructure and a rcporl dated M arch 14
, 

1997 on Ihe assessor's com pliance with law s
, regulations, and contraels. 

J  

W est M onroe, /-xm isiana 
M arch 14. 1997 



Independent Auditor's R eports R equired 

by Govern m ent Audithtg Standards 

'Tilt; follow ing indcpenden! auditor's repolls on compliance with laws and regulations
, and intem a 

control strtncture arc, presented in compliance w ilh lhc, reqvirem ents of Gow'm ment Auditing Standards 
issued by llle Comptroller General of lhc U nited Slales, and the Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide 
issued by lhe Society of Ixm isiana Certified Public A ccountants and Ihe l-xm isiana Legislative A uditor 

- 16 



TENSAS PARISH A SSESSOR 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

Notes 1o the Financial Statements (Continued) 

R evelllles 

Ad valorem taxes and the relatex| slate revenue sharing are recorded 
in the year the taxes are due and payable. Ad valorem taxes are assessed 
on a calendar ycxar basis, atlaeh as an enforceable lien, and becom e duc and 
payable on the (late the tax rolls are filed w ith the recorder of m ortgages. 
Lotfisia~aa Revisexl Statute 47:1993 requires that the tax roll be filed on or 
belbre N ovem ber 15 of each year. Ad valorem taxes becom e delinquent 
if not paid by December 31. The taxes are normally collected in Decem ber 
of lhe currenl year al~d January and February of the ensuing year. 

Fees for preparing tax rolls are recognized in the period in w hich 
lhey are canted. 

Interest incollle Oll dem and deposits is recorded m onthly when the 
nleresl is earned and credited to the account. 

Based on the above crileria, ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing 
and fees for preparing tax rolls have btazn treated as susceptible to accrual 

],2,x i)endit u res 

Exl)enditures arc generally recognized under the m odified accrua 
basis of aecotmting when the related fired liability is incurred. 

E. BU I)G E'F PR ACTICES 

The prol~)Sc_Xl budget for the General Ftmd, prepared on the m odified accrual basis 
of accounting, is m ade available for public iuspection at least fifteen clays prior to the 
beginning of each fiscal year. The budget is then legally adopled by lhe assessor and 
am endtxl during the year, as necessary. The budget is established and controlled by the 

assessor at tile object le'vel of expenditure. Appropriations lapse al year-er~d and must be 
real)l)Jq )riatcd for the following year Io be expended. A ll changes in the budgel m ust be 
approved by the assessor. 

Formal budgetary integration is em ployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
lhe year. Budgel(xl am ounts includczl in lhe accom panying financial slatem en! include the 
original adopted budgel am ounts. 



TEN SA S PARISH A SSESSOR 
SI. Joseph, lx)uisiana 

Nolos to the Finailcial Slaloinenis 

A s of and For lhe Year Ended Decem ber 31. 1996 

1. SUM M ARY ()F SIGNIFICAN T ACCOUN TING PO LICIES 

.As i)rovidcd by A lliclc VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constilulion of 1974, lhc assessor is 
cltxled by lhc voters of lhe parish and serves a lem ~ of four years, beginning January 1 lbllow ing lhc year 

in which elecityl. The assessor assesses all real and movable propclly in the parish, sul~jcc't to ad valorcm 
laxalion, prepares tax rolls, and subm its the rolls 1o the Louisiana Tax Com m ission and other 
governm ental bodies as prescribed by law . The assessor is authorized 1o appoinl as m any dcl)utics as 
ncccssary lbr the efficient operalion of his office and to provide assislance to the taxpayers of the parish. 
The deputies are aulhorized to perform all flmclions of the office, but the assessor is officially and 
pecuniarily resl)onsiblc for the actions of the depulies. 

A t D ecem ber 31, 1996, there are 11,033 real, m ovable, and public service assessm enl lislings 
lolaling $21,396,380, $5,552,533, and $8,229,620, rcspectively. This represents an decrease of 220 
asscssmenl listings. The lotal assessed valuation decrea sed by $5,880,063. 

~. R ISPO R TIN G EN TITY 

As the govern ing authority of the parish, for reporting l)urposes, Ihe Ter~sas Parish 

Police Jury is lhe financial repmling enlity for Tensas Parish. The financial rcpotling 

chilly consists of (a) lhe primary government (police jury), (b) organizalions for which 
Ihe primary governmenl is financially accotm|able, and (c) other organizations for which 
the nab)re and significance of Iheir relationship w ith the prim ary goverm nent arc such Ihal 
exclusion would cause the reporting enlily's financial slalcm enls to be m isleading or 
incom plete. 

Govemlnental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
crilcria for delcnnining which componen! units should be considered I)all of lhe Tcnsas 
Parish Police Jury for financial repmling puq)oses. The basic crilcria for including a 
potential com ponent uni! w ithin |he reporting enlily is financial accounlability. The G A SB 
has scl froth crilcria lo be considerexl in determ ining financial accountabilily. This crileria 
includes: 

Appoinling a voling majority of an organizalion's governing body 
a Jl(1: 



TEN SA S PARISH A SSESSO R 
SI. Joseph, ixm isiana 

Notes lo lhe Financial Statemenls (Conlinued) 

Ill. TO TAl, CO IAJM N O N TIlE 

BALANCE SIIEET 

The lolal cohlnln Oll tile balance sheet is eaplioned M enloran(hnn O nly 1o indicate 

that it is presenlexl only to faeililale financial analysis (overview). Data in this cohmm 
does not present financial posilion in confom fity w ith generally accepted accounling 
principles. Neilher is such dala com parable to a consolidation. 

2. I~'R1NCIPAL TAXPAYERS 

The following are lhe principal taxpayers for tlle parish and their 1996 assessed valualion (amoums 
expressed in thousands): 

O rgulf Transport Com pany 
Am erican River Trans. Co. 
Btmge Corporation 
Entergy lJ.m isiana, Inc. 

Cross Keys Bank 
Tcnsas State Bat& 
Bellsouth Telecom m unications 

W isconsin Barge Line 
Panola 

Agri Trans Corporation 

To|al 

3. R ECEIV ABLES 

1996 
A ssessed 
Va|uallon 

$2,740,39(I 
1,543,47(I 
1,285,090 
1,1 t 2,450 
1,018,290 
955,10(I 
852,920 
505,650 
499,600 
476.91(I 

The General Fund receivables of $134,350 at December 31, 1996, arc. as follows 

A d valorem taxes 
Slate revenue sharing 
Fees, charges, and eOIIllll[SSiOllS for services 

Total 

2 

I'Of Celll 

of Total 
Assessed 
Valualion 

9.9(1% 
5.58% 
4.64% 
4.02 % 

3.68% 
3.45 % 
3.08% 
1.83% 
1.8(1% 
1.72% 

39.70 % 

$122,71(I 
11,277 

363 



TEN SA S PA RISH  A SSILSSOR 
St. Joseph, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Slalements (Conlinued) 

CIlANGES IN  G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS 

A stmunary of changes in offices flm lishin,gs and equipm em follow s 

Balance at January 1, 1996 
Additions 
Deduct ions 

Balance at D ecem ber 31, 1996 

5. PEN SION PI,AN 

$47,039 
3,31(I 

(295) 

$50,(154 

Substantially all employees of lhe Tensas Parish A ssessor's office are m em bers of tile Louisiana 

Assessor's Retirement System (system), a nmlliple-employer (cosl-sharing), public elnploycc retirement 
system (PERS), controlled and administered by a separale board of lrustees. 

All l]dl-lilne em ployees who are under the age of 60 at lhe tim e of original em ploym ent and are 
n~.X draw ing retiretnent benefits from any other public retirem ent system in Louisiaua ate requircx.I to 
particil:,ale ill lhe system . Em ployees w ho retire at or after age 55 with al least 12 years of credited 
service or at or after age 50 w ith at leasl 30 years of creditexl service arc enlitled to a retirem ent benefit, 
payable m onthly for life, exlual to 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, 
nol Io exceed I(K) per cenl of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is the elnployec' s average 

salary over the 36 consecutive or joined monlhs that produce the highesl average. Employees who 
term inale w ith at least 12 years of service and do not w ithdraw their em ployee contributions m ay retire 
at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to their dale of term ination. The system also provides 
death and disability benefits. Benefits are establishext by stale statule. 

'File System issues all annual publicly available report thai includes financial statem ents and 
rcquirc.d supplen+enlary inform ation for the System . That rel~,'t m ay be obtained by w riting to (Ire 
l~misiana A ssessor's Relirem enl Syslem , Post Office Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786, or 

by calling (318) 425-4446. 

Plan m em bers are required by state statnte to contribute 7.00 per cent of their annual covered 
salary and the Tensas Parish A ssessor is required to contribute al an actuarially determ ined ralc. The 
current rate is 6.00 per cent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the system include one-lburth 

of one per cent (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by Ihe lax rolls of 
each parish, plus revenue sharing funds algpropriated by lhe legislature. The conlribution requirements 
of plan m em bers arid the Tensas Parish A ssessor are established and m ay be am ended by state statute. 
As provkkxl by Louisiana Revisezl Statule 11 : 103, the employer contributions are dclerm ined by actuarial 



TEN SA S PA RISH A SSESSO R 
SI. Jo~cl)h, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

valuation and are subject to change each year basexl on tile results of tile valuation for tile prior fiscal year 
Tile Tensas Parish A ssessor's contributions to the system for lhe years ending D ecen'tbcr 31, 1996, 1995 
1994, were $4,224, $4,668, and $4,803, respectively, equal lo tile required conlribulions for each year 

I'O ST R ET[R EM FN T BEN EFITS 

File Tensas Parish A ssessor provides cetlain conlilluillg health care and life insurance benefits for 
its retired employees. Substantially all of the assessor's employees becom e eligible for Ihese benefits if 
they reach norm al retirem ent age while working for the assessor. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefils for active employees are provided through an insurance com pany whose m onthly prcm iulns are 

paid jointly by lhc employee and the assessor. "File assessor recognizes the cost of providing lhcse 
benefils (assessor's cost of prenfimns) as an expenditure when the monthly premiums arc paid. For Ihc 
year cndexl December 31, 1996, the total amount of premiums paid was $20,407, while the amotmts paid 
for relirces totaled $3,934. 

i)EFICM REI) CO M PENSATI()N Iq~AN 

The assessor offers its em ployees and elected officials a deferred com pensation plan created in 
accordance w ith the Inlernal Revenue Code Section 457. The plan, available to all assessor em ployees 
and offi~:ials, 1)ennils em ployees and officials to defer a porlion of their salaries until future years. The 
deferred com pensation is not available Io employees or officials until term ination, retirem ent, death, ()r 
unforcs,z.eable em ergency. 

.All am ounts of com l)ensalion, and all incom e attributable to those am ounts, property, or rights 

are (until paid or made available to the employee or other beneficiary) solely the propelly and rights of 
thc assessor (without being restricted to the provisions of benefits under tile 1)lan), subject only to the 
claim s of the assessor's general ereAitors. Palticil)ants' rights under the plan are equal to those of general 
crc(lilors of the assessor ill an am ount equal to the fail" m arket vallte of Ihe deferred account for each 
pallicil)ant. 

A sum m ary of changes ill the Deferred C()m pensation Plan Agency Fund deposits due others 

Balance at January 1, 1996 
Additions 

Balance at D ecem ber 31, 1996 

$31,888 
11.630 



TEN SA S PA RISH A SSESSO R 
S1. Joseph, Louisiana 

Notes 1o lhe Financial Statements (Conlinued) 

I~ITIG ATIO N AND  CLAIM S 

A1 D ecem ber 31, 1996, Ihc Tensas Parish A ssessor is nol involved in any litigation nor is she 
awarc of filly UllaSSOllcd cIainls. 

9 EXPENI)ITUR ES O F TIlE ASSESSO R 'S 
O FH CE PAIl) BY TIlE PO LICE JUR Y 

The Tcnsas Parish A ssessor's office is locat(~l in the parish courlhouse. The cost of m ainlaining 
and opcrating the courlhouse, as required by Louisiana Revisext Statute 33:4713

, is paid by the Tcnsas 
Parish ])()lice Jury. 
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Independent Auditor's Report 
on ]nterim l C ontrol Structure 

H ON ORA BLE IRBY G AM BLE, CLA 

TEN SAS PARISH ASSESSOR 
SI. Joseph, I.xm isiana 

I have auditezl the general purpose financial statem ents of the Tensas Parish Assessor, 
a com ponenl unit of the Tcnsas Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 1996, and for 

the year then ended, and have issued m y reporl thereon dated M arch 14, 1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepled auditing standards; 
Government Auditing Standarcls, issued by thc Com ptroller Gcncral of lhe U nilcd 
Slates; and the Louisiana Govern mental Audit Guide, issued by the Society of 
Louisiana Cerlifiexl Public Accomltanls and the Ixm isiana Legislative Auditor. Those 
standards and lhe audit guide require that I plan and perform the audit Io obtain 
reasonable aSSllrallce about wile, tiler the general purpose financial slalenlcnls are, frcc 
of m alerial m isslalem enl. 

The m anagem enl of the Tensas I'arish A ssessor is responsible lor establishing and 
m aintainirtg an intern al control structure. In fulfilling this rcsportsibility, estim ates and 

judglnents by management are required lo assess Ihe expecl~l benefils and rclaled costs 
of imernal control slructure policies and procedures. The oktiectivcs of an inlcrnal 
control structure are to provide m anagem ent w ith reas~.m ab[e, but ~ot absolute, 

assm'ancc that assets are safeguarded against loss from unauthorized use or disposilion, 
and that transactions are executed in accordance w ith m anagem ent's authorization and 
recorded properly to I~ nnil the ]:,reparation of general l:,urposc financial stalcmenls in 
accordance with generally accepled accounting principles. Because of inherenl 
lim itations in any internal control slruclure, errors or irregularilics m ay neverlhclcss 

occur and not be delectey3. Also, prqieclion of any evahmlion of the structure lo fltlurc 
periods is subject to lhe risk thai procedllres may become inadequale bccausc of 
changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies 
and procedt~re s m ay deleriorate. 



TENSAS PARISH A SSESSOR 
St. 3o~eph, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Confirmed) 

Each category, in turn, is divided into separate "ftmd types". Govenm mntal funds are 
llse(I to account for a governm ent's general activities, w here the focus of attention is on 
Ihe providing of services to lhe public as opl)oscd to proprietary fimds where lilt focus of 
atleniion is on recow ~ring lhe cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
dm iugh service charges or user fees. Fiduciary funds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The assessor's current operalions require only lhe use of govern m ental flm ds 

(General Fund). Ad valoreln tax revemm authorized by Act 17 of 1990 is aceounled for 
in this fired. General operating expenditures are paid from this fund. 

C . G EN ER AL FIXED A SSETS AND 
LO N G -TERM  DEBT 

Fixed assets used in governmental fund type ot)eralions (general fixc~l assets) are 
accounted for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

Fixed assets provided by the police jury are no! recordeA in the general fixed asscls 
aecounl group. Apl)roxim alely 95 per cent of fixed assets are valued at estim ated 
historical costs based on lhe actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 5 per cent are 
based on actual historical costs. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. The assessor has no long-term debt at D ecem ber 31, 1996. 

I). BA SIS ()F A CCO UN TIN G 

The financial reporting treatm ent applied to a fired is determ ined by its 
m easurem ent focus. All governm ental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent focus. W ilh this m easnrelnent focus, only current assets alld 
current liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. Operating statements for 
these fimds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and dec reases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

The nlodified accnial basis of accounting is used for repelling all goverlllnClllal 
liind lypes. Ullder the m odified acclMa] basis of aocoinlling, reveillios are recognized when 

snsmptible to accrual (i.e., when they are both lnoasnrable aild available). "M easurable" 
m ~ ns the am our~l of lhe Iransaclion can be determ ined and "available" m eans collectible 
w ithin the current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the 
current period. The assessor uses the follow ing praclices in recognizing and repo~ling 
revennes and expenditures: 

9 


