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Independent A uditor's R eport on 
(~om pliance W ith Laws and Regulations 

ttON ORA BLE FRAN CES N . JOYN ER 
P, IEN VILLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
A rcadia. Ix)uisiana 

I have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Bienvillc Parish Clerk 
of Court as of June 3(1, 1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued m y report 
thereon daled N ovember 27. 1996. 

I conduclcd m y audil in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing standards; 
(;oveJvlm ent Auditing Sta,dards, issued by lhe Com ptroller General of the U niled 
Stales; and lhe Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issual by the Society of 
I.xm isiana Cerlil]~l PuM ic Aceounlanls and lhe Louisiana ~ gislative Auditor. Those 
standards and the audit guide require that I plan and pefforln lhe audil lo obtain 
reasonable assurance about w hether the general pul])OSe financial stalem enls are free 
of nlalerial nliss|alelnctll. 

Com pliance w ith law s and regulations applicable to lhe Bienville Parish Clerk of 
Corn1, is lhe responsibility of the Bienville Parish Clerk of Court's m anagem ent. A s 
parl of oblaining reasonable asst~rance abot~t whether the general pulposc financial 
statem ents are fl'~  of m aterial m isstatem ent, I perforlnexl tests of the Bienville Parish 
Clerk of Court's com pliance w ilh certain provisions of law s and regulalions. 

However, the obj~live of nay attdil of the genc]~al puq)ose financial statements was nol 
Io provide an opinion on overall com pliance w ith such provisions. Aceolztingly, 1 do 
I101 CXpI'CSS SIICI) all opinion. 

The results of my tests disclos~l no instances of noncoml)liance that are required to be 
reported under (;oveyTutlent Altdititt( Standards. 
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BIEN VILLE PA RISH CLERK O F COU RT 
A rcadia, Louisiana 

Noles I.o the Financial Stalements (Continuexl) 

BUI)G ET PR ACTICES 

A proposed budget, prepared on the m odified accrual basis of accounting, is 

published ill lhe official journal at least ten (lays prior to the public hearing. A public 
hearing is held al lhe Bienville Parish Clerk's office during lhe m onth of Jllne for 
com ments fl'om taxpayers. The budget is then legally adopted by the clerk and am ended 
during the year, as necessary. Tile budget is eslablishext and controlled by the clerk at the 

object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse at year-end and must be reapprol)riated 
for lhe follow ing year Io be expended. 

Fonnal budgelary inlegralion is elnployed as a m anagem ent control device during 
the year. Budgekxl am ounls included in the accom panying financial slalelnents include the 
original adopltxl budget am om~ts and all subsequent am endm enls. 

CASIt AND CASIt EQUIVALENTS 

U nder stale law , lhe clerk of courl m ay (leposil ftinds in denland deposils, inleresl 
bearing dem and dcposils, m oney m arket aecounls, or tim e deposits with state banks 
organized under ixm isiana law and national banks having principal offices in /xm isiana. 

At June 30, 1996, lhe, clerk of cotlll has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) lolaling 
$499,386, as follows: 

D em and I)eposits 
Tim e D cposils 

Total 

$404,895 
94,491 

$499,386 

These deposils are stated at cost, w hich approxim ales m arket. U nder state law , 
these deposits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be securexl by federal deposit insurance 
or the pledge of securities ow ned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the 
pledged securities plus the feAem l deposit insurance m ust at all tilnes equal the am omlt on 
deposit with the fiscal agent bank. These securities are held in Ihe nam e of the plexlging 
fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceplable to both parties. 

Cash and cash equivalenls (bank balances) at June 30, 1996, are secured as follows: 

Bank Balances 

Fezleral deposit insurance 

Plczlged securilies (uncollateralized) 

Tol a 

12 

$550,378 

$492,058 
357,022 

$849,08(I 



BIEN XqLLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Arcadia, l_xm isiana 

Notes 1.o tile Financial Statemenls (Continued) 

Because the pkxlged securities are held by a custodial bank in the nam e of tile fiscal 
agent bank rather than in tile nam e of Ihe clerk, lhey are considered uncollaleralized 

(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106; however, lxmisiana 
Revisexl Statute 39:1229 im poses a stalutory requirement on the cuslodial bank to advertise 
and sell the pledged securities w ithin 10 days of being notified by tile clerk of court that 

the fiscal agent has failed 1o pay deposited filnds upon demand. 

G . ANN UAL AND SICK LEAVE 

A ll em ployees of the clerk of court's office earn  two weeks of non-cum ulative 
vacation leave each year. Sick leave is granttxl on a case-by case basis, at the discretion 
of tile clerk. 

11. T(I'I'AI~ ('(IIAJM N ON TH E BALANCE SH EET 

The total cohmm on lhe balance sheet is captionexl M emoranduln Only (overview) 
lo indicalc that it is prcsentexl only to facilitate financial analysis. D ata in this cohmm  does 
not present fiuancial i~~sitiou iu confonuity w ith generally acceptext accounting principles. 
Neither is such dala com parable Io a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have nol been 

made ill the aggregation of this data. 

2. CIIAN G ES IN G ENI~R AI, FIXEI) A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in office fllrnishings and equipm ent follow s 

Balance, July 1, 1995 
Additions 
D eletions 

Balance. June 30, 1996 

3. PENSIO N PLAN 

$43,966 
5,475 

N ONE 

Substantially all em ployees of the Bienville Parish Clerk of Courl are m em bers of the Louisiana 

Clerks of Court Retirement and Relief Fund (Syslem), a cost-sharing, multiple-enll~loyer defined benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separate board of trustees. 
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BIEN VILLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
Arcadia, ixm isiana 

Notes 1:o tile Financial Statemenls (Continued) 

A ll regular employees who are under tile age of 60 at the time of original eml~loyn~ent are required 
to participate in the System . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of erexliled 
service are enlitlcsl to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, equal to 3 percent of their final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100 percent of their final-average salary. 

Final-average salary is tile employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months thai 
produce the highest average. Em ployees who ternfinate w ith at least 12 years of service and do nol 
w ithdraw their em llloyee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 and receive the benefit accrued to 
their date of lerm ination. The System also provides death and disability benefits. Benefits are established 
or am ended by stale slaltfle. 

Tile Syslem issues an annual publicly available financial reporl thai inchtdes financial stalelnents 
and requita l supplem entary inform alion for tile System . That report m ay be obtained by w riting to the 
Lcm isiana Clerks of Courl Relit'em enl and Relief Fund

, 11745 Brieksom e A venue, Suite B 1, Baton 

Rouge.. Ixmisiana 70816, or by calling (504) 293-1162. 

Plan m em bers are required by stale slatute to contribute 8.25 percent of their annual covered salary 
and the Bienville Parish Clerk of Court is required to contribute at an actuarially determ ined rate. The 
cllrrenl: rate is 11.5 percent of annual covered payroll. Conlriblttions to the System also include one- 

fourlll eft one percent (one-haft of one percent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by 
the tax rolls of each parish. Tile contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and tile Bienville Parish 
Clerk of Com'l are eslablished and m ay be am ended by state statute. A s providexl by Louisiana Revised 

Statute 11:103, the employer contributions are determinexl by actuarial valuation and are subjecl to change 
each year based on the results of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Bienville Parish Clerk of 
C,.mrl's con|ributions to tile Syslem for tile years ending June 30, 1996, 1995, and 1994, were $21,519, 
$18,583, and $14,477, respeclively, equal to tile requirocl contribttlions for each year. 

4. PO ST R ETIREM I~3N T BENEFITS 

Tile Bietw ille ParJsb Clerk of CottJl provides certain health care al]d life itlsttrance benefits fi/r 
retir~l em ployees. Substantially all of the clerk's employees becom e eligible for these benefits if they 
reach normal retirement age while working for the clerk of court. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
benefits for active employees are provided through an insurance com pany whose lnonthly prenfium s are 

paid joinlly by the employee and the clerk of coutl. The clerk of court recognizes the cost of providing 
these benefits (lhe clerk's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when tile premiums are due, which was 
$29,651 for the year ended June 30, 1996. Of that amount, $5,175 was for retiree benefits. 
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SUPPLEM EN TAL IN FO RM ATIO N SCItEI)U LES 
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A SSETS 

Cash and cash cquivalenls 

LIAI~II,ITII,;S 
D ue lo G eneral Fund 

U nseltlied deposils 

TOTA L LIABILI TIF.S 

BIEN VILLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
A rcadia, ixm isiana 

FIDU CIA RY FU N D TYPE - A GEN CY FU N D S 

Com bining Balance Sheet, June 30, 1996 

ADVANCE 
DEPOSIT 
FUN I) 

$251,375 

$11,068 
240.307 

REGISTRY 
OF COURT 
FUND 

CHILI) 
St IPPORT 
FUNI) 

. $3,152 

$17 
67,807 $3,152 

$251,375 $67,824 $3,152 

Schedule 1 

$322,351 

$11,(185 
311.266 

$322,351 



Independent A uditor's R eports R equired 
hy Governm eut Auditiug Standtlrds 
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BIEN VILLE PA RIStt CLERK O F CO U RT 
A rcadia, Ixm isiana 

Noles to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

l). BA SIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

The financial reporting treatm enL applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
m casurcnlcnt focus. A ll govermnental funds are accounted for using a current financial 
resol.llCes ineasurelnenI focus. W ith this llleastlrelllent foctls, only ctlrrent assets and 
current liabilities generally arc included on the balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

these funds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and decreases 
(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net ctDrrenl assets. 

The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used lbr reporting all governlnental and 
fiduciary fired types. U nder the m odified accrual basis of accounting, revenues are 

recognized when susceptible to accrual (i.e., when they become both measurable and 
available). "M easurable" means the amount of the transaction can be determined and 
"available" m eans collectible w ithin the current period or soon enough thcreafler 1(i be 
us~xl to pay liabilities of the current period. The clerk of court uses tile follow ing practices 
in recognizing and reporting revenues and expenditures: 

R ev(~lltleS 

hllergovernnlenlal revenue, recordings, cancellations, cotlr[ 
attendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and com m issions for 
services are recorded in the year in which riley are earned. 

Interest incolne oil tim e deposils is recorded when the tim e deposits 
have m atured and the incom e is available. 

Substantially all other revenues are rccogniztxl w hen received by the 
clerk of courl. 

Basexl on the above criteria, intergovem nm nlal revenue, recordings, 
cancellations, court attendance, crim inal costs, and other fees, charges, and 
com m issions for services are treated as susceptible to accrual. 

Exl)cnditurcs are generally recognized under |he m odified accrua 
basis of accounting when the related fire d liability is incurred. 



BIEN VILLE PA RISH CLERK O F COU RT 

A rcadia. Louisiana 

General Purpose Financial Statem ents 
W ith Independent Auditor's Report 

A s of and for the Year Ended June 30, 1996 
W ith Sul~l)lcm enlal Information Schedules 

Independent A uditur's R eport 

G eneral l'urpose Financial Statem ents 

~_Q~N T E N T S 

Com lhined Balance Slit;el, All Fund Types 
and Account Groups 

Govc:rnm ental Fund Type - General Fund - 
Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, 

and Changes in Fund Balance - (GAAP Basis) 
Budgel and Actual 

Notes lo lhe Financial Slatem enls 

Supl)lem enlal hfform atiuu Schedules - 

Fiduciary Fund '13,pe - Agency Funds: 

Com bining Balance Shee! 

Schedule of Changes in D eposils D ue Others 

Independent A uditor's R eports Required by 
Gow'rnm ent A uditing Standardx: 

Reporl on Com pliance w ith Laws and Regulations 

Report on Inlernal COIllI'O] Slructure 

SJalemenl Page No. 

3 

A 6 

B 7 

8 

Stalem ent Page N o. 

1 

2 

18 

19 

21 

23 



 

BIEN VILLE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A rcadia, Ixm isiana 

FIDU CIARY FUN D TYPE - A GEN CY FUND S 

Com bining Schedule of Changes in U nsetlled 
Balances D ue 1o Taxing Bodies and Others 

For the Year Ended June 3(I. 1996 

UN SETTI.EI) I)EI'O SITS A 'l 
BEG INNING ()F YEAR 

A1)I)ITIO N S 
I)eposils - suils and successions 
Interest earned ill investm ents 
Other additions 
Total additions 

Total 

REI)U CTIO N S 

Clerk',; costs (transferred 1o Gcncral Fund) 
D eposits sellled 1o: 
Selll,~m elllS Io litigants 

Appraisers, curalors, and keepers 
Sheriff 's fees 
O lhc:r reductions 
Tolal reduclions 

UN SE'I'TI3gD I)EI'O SITS A3 
ENI) ()F Y EAR 

Schcxlule 2 

ADVANCE REGISTRY CHILl) 
DEPOSIT OF COURT SUPPORT 
FUNI) FUND FUNI) TOTA 

$233,503 $76,961 $3,322 $313,786 

218,304 
4,592 

57 
222,953 
456.456 

1 (13.130 

3 
20 
89 

216 

175 
742 
102 
149 

$240,307 

129,715 
1.748 

131,463 
208.424 

106,515 

75 

34,027 
140.617 

348,019 
6,34(I 

843,985 844,(142 
843,985 1,198,401 
847.307 1.512.187 

106,515 

3,250 
2(I,742 

844,155 967,284 

844,155 1.200.921 

$3,152 



BIEN XqLLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
A rcadia, Louisiana 

Notes to tile Financial Slalements (Continued) 

(;overnnm ntal Ftm d Type 

G eneral FLind 

Tile General Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 
13:781, is tile principal fired of the clerk of courl and is usexl to account for 
the operations of the clerk's office. Tile various tees and charges due to tile 
clerk's office are accounted for in this fired. General operating 
expenditures are paid fi'om this fired. 

Special R evenue - Cour( 

R epolter Fund 

The Corn1 Reporler Fund is us~l by the clerk's offi ce to account for 
fees earned by the court reporler and for expenditures for the courl 
repoiler's salary and com m issions transferred to the General Fired. 

Fiduciary Fund Type - 
A gency ]~'LI lids 

Tile Advance Deposit, Registry of Courl, and Child Supporl agency 
funds are used to account for assets held as an agent lk)r others. Agency 

funds arc custodial in nature (assets equal liabilities) and do not involve 
llleasureln~nt of results of operations. 

C . FIXEI) A SSETS AN D LO N G -TERM  O BLIG ATIO N S 

Fixed assets used in governmental fired type operations (general fixed assets) are 
accounlcd for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

General fixed assets I)rovided by the parish police jury are recorded in the general fixed 
assets account group. A1)proxim ately 22 per cent of fixed assets are valued at estim ated 
hislorical costs bas~l on Ihe actual costs of like item s while the rem aining 78 l)er cent arc 
based on actual historical costs. No depreciation has been provided on general fixed 
assets. There arc no long-term obligations at June 30, 1996. 

- I0 



BIEN VILLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
A rcadia, Louisiana 

Notes lo the Financial Statements (Continued) 

O rganiTalions for which the reporling entity financial statem ents would be 
m isleading if dala of the organization is not included because of the nature 
or significance of Ihe relationship. 

Because the police jury maintains and operales the parish courthouse in which the 
clerk of courl's office is localexl and provides parlial flmding for eqtfipm enl, fim filurc and 
supplies of II~c clerk of courl's office, the clerk of court was determ ined to be a component 
unit of the BienviUe Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity, The accom panying 
financial statem ents present intbnnation only on the flm ds m aintained by the clerk of coma 

and do i1(11 present intbrmation on the police jury, thc general government services 
provided by that governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units thai COlnprise the 
financial repelling entily. 

FUND AC CO UN TIN (; 

The clerk of courl uses fimds and accotmt groups to reporl on its financial position 
and lhc rcsulls of its operaliorJs. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
compliance and to aid financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions related to cmaain 
gover~m lent ftm ctions o1" activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts that 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial rcporling device designed to provide accountability 

lbr cenaill assets and liabilities (general fixexl assets and gestural long-term obligalions) lhat 
ale not recorded in the "flmds" because they do not directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. Tllcy arc concerned only w ith the m easurem ent of financial position, 
not w ith the nle~lSl.lrelnel)[ of l'estllls of Opel'aliqgm s. 

Funds arc classified ilUo three categories; govern m ental, proprietary, alld fiduciary. 
Each category, in turn, is divided into separale "fire d types". Governm ental funds are 
used to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of services to the public as oppose, l Io proprietary flmds w here the focus of 

allenlion is on recovering the cost of pro viding services to the public or other agencies 
through service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fim ds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The clerk of coral's current operations require the use of only governm ental 
and fiduciary flmds. The governmental and fiduciary fund types used by the clerk are 
described as lbllow s: 

9 



BIEN V1LLE PARISH CLERK OF COURT 
A rcadia, Louisiana 

N oles to tile Financial Slalem ents 
As of and For the Year Ended June 30, 1996 

SUM M AR Y O F SIG N IIqCAN T ACCO UN TIN G PO LICIES 

A s providc~l by Article V , Section 28 of lhe Ixm isiana Constitulion of 1974, the clerk of court 
sefves as tile ex-officio notary public, tile recorder of conveyances, m ortgages and olher acts, and shall 
have olther duties and powers provided by law . The clerk of courl is electexl for a term of four years. 

A . RF.I'O R TIN G EN TITY 

A s the governing aulhorily of the parish, for reporting puqz, oses, the Bierwille 
Parish Police Jury is lhe financial reporting entity for Bienville Parish. The financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the primary governlnent (police jury), (b) organizations for 
which prin~ary govermnent is financially accountable, and (e) other organizations for 
which the nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary governm ent are 
such lhal exclusion would cause lhe reporting entity's financial stalem ents to be m isleading 

or incom plele. 

Governmenlal Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 established 
criteria for determ ining which com ponent units should be considered part of the Bienville 
Parish Police Jury tbr financial reporting purposes. The basic criterion for including a 
potential com ponent unit w ithin the repolling entity is financial responsibility. The GASB 
has set forlh criteria to be considered in determ ining financial accountability. This criteria 

includes: 

2 

Appointing a w)ting majority of an organization's governing body, and 

The ability of the police jury to impose its will on that 
organization alld/or 

The potential for lhe organization |o provide specific 
financial benefils to or im pose specific financial burdens on 

the police jury 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voting 
but are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 



 

BIENVILLE PARISH CLERK OF CO UR3" 
Arcadia, lx)uisiana 

GOVERN M ENTAl. FIJN I) TYPE - GENERAL AND 
COIIRT REPORTER SPECIAL P, EVENUE FUNI)S 

Comblnexl Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures 

and Changes in Fund Balances - (GAAP Basis) 
Budget and Actual 

For tile Year Ended June 30, 1996 

REVENUES 
Liconses and perm its - marriage 
ll~telgovernulelltal revetmes - state grants 

(?Jerk's Supplemental 
Compensation l:und 

Fees, charges, and conlllllssions t(~r gel-vices 
Courl cosls, ft~es, and charges 
Fees lor re.cording legal documents 
I:e.es lbr certified copies of doculnents 
M iscellaneous 

U se of m oney and property - 

inlerest earllillgs 
Total revenues 

GENERAL FUND 
VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

BUI)GET ACTUAL IUNFAVORAI/LF.) 

$2.500 $2.575 $75 

9,000 9,000 

40,000 184,184 
82,000 107,780 
18,000 21,153 
500 3.1129 

7,000 

259,000 

226,000 
30,000 
15,01111 
11,000 
7,500 
29~500 
319.000 

EXCESS; (I)eficiency) O1: REVI,'Nt1ES 
OVER EXPENI)ITURES (601000_)_ 

FUNI) BALANCI,;S AT 
BEGINNING O F YEAR 

44,184 
25,780 
3,153 
2,529 

4.672 7.672 
342.393 

240,127 
30,644 
5,393 
17,190 
5,475 
24~833 
323.662 

83.393 

Statelllenl B 

...SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS... 
VARIANCE 
FAVORABLE 

BIll)GET ACTUAL {DNFAVORABt.|i) 

$9,5011 $9,770 $2711 

445 1,445 

9~500 
_
111215 

(14,1271 9,450 
(644) 950 
9,607 
(6,190) 
2,025 
4.667 

(4,662) 

9,423 
1.122 

715 

27 

(172) 

8,731 78fl31 (900) . 670 1,570 

3.500 152.466 38,966 1~750 1~869 

FUND |~ALANCF, S AT END OF YEAR $53,500 ,~_71 1~ 2_97 $117,697 $850 _$2,539 $1,689 

The accompanying notes are an integral part of this statement 



 

BIENVILLt~, PARISH CLERK O F CO URT 
Arcadia, l,ouisiana 

ALL FUN D TY PES AN t) ACCO 1-JNT G RO U I'S 

ASSETS 
Cash arid cash equivalellts 
Receivables - fees, charges, 
alld COlll illisSiOllS 

Due fron'~ Advance l)eposil Fund 
l)ue from Registry of Court Fund 
Office ti.'nishings and equipm ent 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Combined Balance Sheet, June 30, 1996 

LIAI',ILITIIgS AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
l)ue to G eneral Fund 

Due to other governrnents 
U nsel:lled deposil.s 
Tolal I ,iabililies 

und Equity: 
hw estm enl in general fixed assels 
|~'llll(] balance - ilnl'est~rved - 
undesignaled 
Tolal Fund l';quily 

TOTAI~ LIA BI LITII:~S 
AND FUNI) EQUITY 

Slalem enl A 

GOVERNM ENTAl. 
FUNI) TYPE 

SPECIAL ACCOUNT 
REVENUE- FIDU(!IARY GROUP- 
CO URT FUND TYPE G ENERAL TOTAL 

(;ENERAI, REPORTER A(IENCY }:IXFD (M I'MORANDIJM 
FUND FUNI~ FLINI) ASSETS (IN[ .Y} 

$174,496 $2,539 $322,35 

4,790 
1,068 

17 
$49,441 

$499,386 

4,790 
11,068 

17 
49.441 

=
$190,371 $2 539 __$322,.351 $49,44, I L $564,702_ 

1,499 

7,675 

9.174 

$171,197 
171.197 

NO N E 

$2,539 

$11,085 

311,266 
322.35 NON E 

$49,44 

2.539 NONE 49,44 

$Jl,085 

311.266 
322.35 

49,441 

73.736 
223 177 

$190,371 _ 
$2,539 $322,351 $49,441 $545,528_ 

The accom panying holes are an integral part of this stalem ent. 



 



BIEN VILLE PA RISH CLERK ()F CO U RT 

Arcadia, L(m isiana 
hl(lel)endent Audilor's Reporl 
otl/Jllerna] COlllrol Slructt)re, 

June 30. 1996 

In planning and i'~erform ing m y audit of tile general purpose financial statem ents of the Bienville Parish 

Clerk of Court for the year ended June 30, 1996, I obtained an understanding of the internal control 
struclllre. W ith respect lo the internal control strtlchlre, ] obtained an tmderstanding of tile design of 
relevant policies and procedures and whether they have been placed in operatiotl, alia ] assessed colllro] 
risk in order It1 determ ine m y auditing procedures tot the puq)ose of expressing m y opinion on tile general 
purpose financial statements and nol to provide an opinion on the intern al c,.mtrol structure. Accordingly, 
I do not express such an opinion. 

M y consideration of tile internal control structure would not necessarily disclose all m atters in tile internal 
control structure thal m ight be m aterial weaknesses under standards established by the Am erican Institute 
of Cerlified Public Accountants. A material weakness is a reportable condition in which the design or 
operation of one or m ore of tile specific intern al control structure elem ents does llOt ro-_xhtce to a relalivcly 
low level tile risk Ihat errors and irregularities in amounts/liar would be m aterial in relation to tile general 
purpose |'inancia~ statements being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by 
employees in tile normal course of perform ing their assigned fimclions. ] noted no mailers involving tile 
internal control siructttre arid its operation that I considered to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This report is intended for tile infonnalion of tile Bienville Parish Clerk of Court. This is not intended 

to lim il Ihe distribution of this report, which is a m alter of l)ublic record. 

/  

W esl M onroe, ]2.m isiana 
Novem ber 27, 1996 
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BIEN VILLE PA RISH CLERK O F COI.JRT 

A rcadia, Lx'~Llisiana 
lndependenl Auditor's Report, 
June 30. 1996 

In accm'dancc with Gow, rlunettt Auditing Standards, I have also issuexl reporls dated N ovelnber 27, 1996, 
on the Bie, nville Parish Clerk of Court's com pliance with law s and regulalions, and m y consideralion of 
lhc agcncy's inlernal control strt~clure. 

W est M onroe, Ixm isiana 

Novem ber 27. 1996 
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BIEN VILLE PA RISH CLERK OF CO U RT 
Arcadia, Louisiana 

SU PPLEM ENTAL IN FORM ATION SCH EDU LES 
A s of and For the Year Ended June 30. 1996 

I~II)U CIAR Y FUN D TYPE - AG EN CY FUN D S 

AI)VAN CE I)EPO S1T FUND 

The Advance D eposil Fund, as provided by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:842, accounts for 
advance dqx~sils on suits filed by litigants. The advances are refimdablc to the liligants after all costs 
have been paid. 

R EG ISTR Y O F CO UR T FUND 

Tile Registry of Coral Fund, as providexl by Louisiana Revised Statute 13:475, accounts for funds 

which have been ordered by lhe court to be held until judgement has been rendered in cot.1 litigation. 
W ithdrawals of tile funds can be lnade only upon order of the court. 

(;11112) SUI'PO R T FUNI) 

The Child Supl)ort Fund accounts for Ihe collection and distribution of child support obligations 
and tht~ assessm ent and rem iltance of a five per cent fee on the child support paym ents. 
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(;cllcral Purpose Financial Slalellieiils 
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W ith Supplem enial Inform ation Schedules 
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Independent Auditor's Report 

tlON ORA BLE FRA N CES N . JOY NER 
P, IEN VILLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
A rcadia. 1 *m isiana 

I have audited the general puq~ose financial slatem enls of the Bienville Parish Clerk 
o1" Cotul, as of June 30, 1996, and for of the year |hen endexl, as listed in the 1able of 
contenls. These general purpose financial statem er~ts arc the responsibility of the 
Bienville Parish Clerk of Coral's lnanagem enl. M y responsibilily is Io express an 
opinion on these general puq)ose governm ent financial statem ents based on m y audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance wilh generally accepted audi|ing slandards and 

(;overm nenl Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptro ller General of 1he United 
States. Those slandards require thai I plan and perform 1he audit to oblain reasonable 
assurmlce ahotJI whether the general purpose financial slalelnellts are free of m aterial 
m isstate]trent. An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting tilt 
am ounls and disclosures in the general puqm se financial statem ents. A n audit also 

includes assessing 1he accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evahmting the overall financial statem ent presentation. 1 
believe that m y audil provides a reasonable basis for lny opinion. 

In m y opinion, 1he general puq~ose financial statem ents referred Io above present 
fairly, in all lnaterial respects, the financial position of the Bienville Parish Clerk of 
Coull as of June 30, 1996, and the resulls of its operations for the year then elided in 
corfform ity w ith generally aecept~l accounting principles. 

M y audit was m ade for 1he purpose of forlning an opinion on the general put]'~ose 
financial statem ents taken as a whole. The supplem ental inform ation schedules listed 
in the table of contenls arc presented for tile puq)ose of additional analysis and arc not 
a required part of lhe genm'al puq)ose finm~cial statem ents of the Bienville Parish Clerk 

o1" Cotlrl. SIlch information has been subjected to the auditing procexlures applied in 
the audit of tile general puq~ose financial statem ents and, in m y opinion, is faM y 

presenltxl in all m aterial respects in relation 1o Ihe general puq~ose financial slalem et]ts 
taken as a w hole. 



BIENVILLE PARISH CLERK OF COU RT 
A rcadia, l~ uisiana 

Notes 1to the Financial Statemenls (Continued) 

CIIAN(;ES IN AGENCY FUND BALANCES 

A sulm nary of changes in agency fire d balances deposits due others follow s 

Balance, July 1, 1995 
A dditions 
Rc, duclions 

$233,503 
222,953 

(216,1491 

Registry Child 
of Court Supl)orl 
Fund Fund Total 

$76,961 
131,463 

(140,6171 

LITIG ATI()N AN I) CLAIM S 

$3,322 
843,985 

(844,1551 

$3,152 

$313,786 
1,198,4(11 

(1,2(10,921) 

$311,266 

The Bienville Parish Clerk of Court is not involved in any litigation at June 30, 1996, nor is she 
aware of any tmasserled claim s. 


