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CATAH OULA PARISH ASSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisialla 

Notes to lhe Financial Statem ents 
A s of and For the Year Ended D ecem ber 31, 1996 

SUM M AR Y O F SIGNIFICANT ACCO UN TIN G I'O LICIES 

A s provided by A rlicle VII, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessor is 
electext by tile voters of tile parish and selves a term of four years, beginning January 1 follow ing tile year 

in which electexl. Tile assessor assesses all real and lnovable property ill lhe parish, subject to ad valorem 
laxalion, prepares lax rolls, and subm its the rolls to tile Louisiana Tax Com m ission and other 
govem m enlal bodies as prescribed by law . Tile assessor is authorized to appoint as m any deputies as 
ncces~ ry for tile efficient operation of his office and to provide assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. 
The deputies are authorizexl to perform all flm ctions of the office, but the assessor is officially and 

pecuniarily responsible for the aclions of lhe deputies. 

A t D ecem ber 31, 1996, there are 8,344 real, m ovable, and public service assessment listings 

totaling $20,820,460, $7,585,370, and $5,056,440, respectively. This represents all increase of 97 
assessmenl listings. The tolal assessed valuation increased by $2,137,540. 

A . R EPO R TIN G EN TITY 

A s tile governing authority of the parish, for repotting purposes, the Catahoula 
Parish Police Jury is the financial reporting entity for Calahoula Parish. The financial 

reporting entity consists of (a) the prilnary government (police jury), (b) organizations for 
which tile primary government is financially accountable, and (c) other organizations for 
which the nature and significance of their relationship with the prim ary govem lnellt are 
such lhal exclusion wotfid cause lhe repoJling entity's financial statem ents to be m islea ding 
or incom plelc. 

Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 14 establishes 
criteria for determining which componenl units should be considered part of tile Catahoula 
Parish Police Jury for financial reporling purposes. The basic crileria for including a 
potential com ponent unit within tile reporling entity is financial accountability. Tile GA SB 
has set forth criteria to be considered in detem lining financial accountability. This criteria 
includes: 

Appointing a voting majority of all organization's governing body 
and; 



 

CATAItOU LA t~ARISH ASSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Ixm isiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FUN D TYPE - GENERA L FU ND 

Statem ent of Revemms, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance -Budget 

(Cash Basis) and Actual 
For lhc Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 1996 

REVENUES 
Taxes - ad valorem 
]hRergoveralnelltal revcllUeS - slate 

fimds - state revenue sharing (net) 
Fees, charges, and con'nnissiof~s for services 
U se of m oney and property - interest earnings 

Total revenues 

EXPENI)ITUR ES 
General governm e]R - taxalion: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M aterials and supl)lies 
Travel and other charges 
Capital outlay 

Total expenditures 

EXCESS (Deficiency) OF REVENUES 
O V ER EXPEND ITUR ES 

I~q2NI) BALAN CE AT BEG INN IN G O F YEAR 

FUND  BALAN CE A T ENI) O F YEAR 

The accom panying notes are an integral pat1 of this statem ent 

BUI)GET ACTUA 

Slalem enl C 

VARIANC E 

I~AVORABI,E 
([ JNFAVORAI~I,E) 

$156,000 $166,278 $10,278 

25,000 
1,500 
11,000 
93.500 

180,458 

25,180 
4,000 
15,044 
1 o~ g00 

235.482 

(41,982) 

205.000 

18,607 
2,661 
15,747 
203.293 

14,325 

211.535 

(6,393 
1,161 
4,747 

9.793 

29,382 

5,474 
9 

4,622 
7J)27 
46.514 

56,307 

6.535 

}163,018 }225,86{L $62,842 



 

CATAH OULA PARISH A SSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

GOVERNM ENTAL FU ND TYPE - GEN ERA L FU ND 

Statem ent of Revenues, Expenditures, and 
Changes in Fund Balance 

For Ihe Year Ended D ecember 31, 1996 

R EVENU ES 
Taxes - ad valorem 
hllergovernnleulal revenues - stale 

fllnd~,; - slate revenue sharing 01e0 
Fees, charges, and com m issions for services 
U se of m oney and property - inlerest earn ings 

Total revenues 

EXI'EN1)ITUR ES 
General governm ent - taxation: 
Personal services and related benefits 
Operating services 
M alerials and supplies 
Travel and olher charges 
Capital oullay 

Total expenditures 

EXCFSS O F R EVEN UES O VER EXI~ENI)ITURES 

FUNI) BALAN CE AT BEG IN N IN G O F YEAR  

FUNI) BALAN CE AT ENI) O F YEAR 

Tile accom panying notes are an iulegral parl of lhis statem ent 

Statem ent B 

$176,854 

27 
2 

15 
222 

396 
661 
747 

658 

151 ,(176 
19,7(16 
3,991 
1 (I, 422 
3,773 

18g,96g 

33,69(I 

386.215 



 

CATAH OU LA PARISH ASSF~SSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

ALL FUN D TYPES AN D A CCOU NT GROUPS 

A SSETS 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Receivables: 
Ad valorem taxes 
Slate revenue sharing 

Offi ce fim fishings and equipnlenl 

TOTAL ASSETS 

Balance Sheet, D ecem ber 31, 1996 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilit ies 
Fund Equity: 
hw eslm cnt in general fixexl assets 

Fund balance - unreserved - undesignated 
Tolal Fund Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 

AND FUND EQUITY 

GO VERNM ENTA L 
FUND TYPE 

GENERAI~ FI IN[) 

$225.860 

166,649 
27,396 

$105,189 

Statem ent A 

TOTAl, 
(M EM ORANI)UM 

ONLY) 

$225.86(1 

166,649 
27,396 
105.189 

$419,905 $105,189 $525,(194 

N ON E N ONE N ON E 

$419,905 
$105.189 $1(15,189 

419.905 
419,905 105,189 525.(194 

$419,905 $105,189 $525,094 

The accom l)anying notes are an integral part of lifts statem ent 



Independent Auditor's Report 

CATAH OU LA PARISH ASSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

G eneral Puq)ose Financial S|alem cnts 
W ith Independent Auditor's Reporl 

A s of and for tile Year Ended 
Decem ber 31. 1996 

G eneral Purpose Financial Statem ents 

Balance Sheet - A ll Fund Types and 
Accounl Groups 

C O N T E N T S 

Govern m ental Ftm d Type - General Ftm d - 
State.m ent of Revenues, Expenditures

, 

and Changes in Fund Balance 

Governm enlal Fund Type - General Fund 
Slaleluen[ of Revellues, Expenditures

, 

and Changes in Fire d Balance - Budgel 

(Cash Basis) and Actual 

Notes to the Financial Stalem enls 

Iudependent Auditor's R eport s Required by 
Govet~tm ent Audilbtg Standards: 

Repor! on Com pliance W ith Law s and Regulations 

Reporl on lnlem al Conlrol Structure 

Slatem enl Pagt~ N o, 
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Iodependeut A uditor's R eport 

H ON ORABLE CARM ON F. W A LK ER, CLA 
CATAH OU LA PARISH A SSt'kSSOR 
H arrisonburg, L/.)uisiana 

1 have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of tile Catahoula Parish 
Assessor, a com ponenl unit of the Calahoula Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 31, 
1996, and for the year then ended, as listext in Ihe table of contenls. These general 
puq)ose financial statem ents are the responsibility of lhe Catahoula Parish A ssessor's 
m anagem enl. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on d~ese general purl)osc 
financial statem ents based on lny audit. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally acceptexl auditing slandards and 
Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited 
Slales. Those standards require that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable 
assurance about w helher the general puq~ose financial stalem ents are free of m aterial 
m isslatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a tes! basis, evidence SUl)pol/ing lhe 
am ounls and disclosures in Ihe general purpose financial statem ents. An audit also 
includes assessing lhe accounting principles used and significant eslim ales m ade by 
m anagem ent, as well as evalualing lhe overall general purpose financial stalclnenl 
presentation. I believe lhal lny audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

In m y opinion, the general l)Urpose financial slatelnents referred to above prcsenl 
fairly, in all m a(erial respecls, the financial posilion of the Catahoula Parish Assessor 
as of Decem ber 31, 1996, and the results of ils operalions for the year then ended in 
conform ily with generally accepted accounting principles. 

2 



CA TAH OU LA PA RISH A SSESSO R 
H arrisonburg, Ixm isiaaa 

Notes Io the Financial Statements (Continued) 

2 

a The ability of the police jury to impose its 
w ill on thai organization and/or; 

Tile I)otential for tile organization to I)rovide 
specific financial benefits to or impose 

specific financial burdens on tile police jury. 

Organizations for which the police jury does not appoint a voling 
lnaiofi/y btfl are fiscally dependent on the police jury. 

O rganizations for which the reporling entity financial statem ents 
would be m isleading if data of tile organization is not included 
because of tile nature or significance of tile relationship. 

Because tile police jury maintains and operates the parish courthouse in which thc 
assessor's office is located, tile assessor was determ inexl to be a colnponenl unit of the 
Catahoula Parish Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. The accom panying financial 
stalem enls prcsenl infonnalion only on tile flmds m aintained by the assessor and dn not 

present information on the police jury, tile general government services provided by thai 
governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units that com prise the financial reporting 
entity. 

B. FUN1) A CCO UN TIN G 

Tile assessor uses funds and accotHll gr(mps In report on its financial position and 
the results of its operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal COlnpliancc 
and to aid financial m anagement by segregating transactions related Io ce~aain goverlm lenl 
flmclions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing sel of accounts thai 
com prises its assets, liabilities, fire d equity, revenues, and expenditures. An account 
group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide accotm labilily 

:For cerlain assels and liabilities (general fixed assets and general long-term debt) lhal are 
not r~cordexl in tile "filnds" because they do nol directly affect net expendable available 
financial resources. They are concerned only w ilh tile m easurem ent of financial I)Osilion, 
nol with the m easurenre nl of results of operations. 

Funds are classifiext into three calegories; govern mental, i)rol)rielary, and fiduciary. 
'Each category, in lure , is divided into separate "fire d types". Governm ental funds are 

9 



CATAH OU LA PARISH A SSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

Noles to tile Financial Slalements (Continued) 

EXI'ENI)ITUR ES O F TH E A SSESSO R 'S 
O FFICE PAID BY TH E PO LICE JURY 

The Calahoula Parish A ssessor's office is ]ocaled in the parish couJlhouse
. The cosl of 

m aintai~ling and operaling the courlhouse, as required by Ix~uisiana Revised Slatute 33:4713, is paid by 
the Calahoula Parish Police Jury. 

16- 
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CATAH OU LA PA RISH ASSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

used  to account for a governm ent's general activities, where the focus of attention is on 
the providing of services Io the public as opposed to proprietary fimds where the focus of 
attention is on recovering the cost of providing services to the public or other agencies 
thro ugh service charges or user fees. Fiduciary fim ds are used to account for assets held 
for others. The assessor's current operations require only tile use of governmental fimds 

(Genet+al Fund). Ad valorem tax revenue authorized by Act 17 of 1990 is accounted  for 
in this filnd. General operating expenditures arc paid froln this fire d. 

C . G ENERAL FIXED ASSETS AND 
LO N G -TERM  I)EBT 

Fixexl assets t, sed  in governmental fund type ol)erations (general fixed assets) are 
accounted  for in the general fixed assets account group, rather than in the General Fund. 

Fixed assets provided by the police jury arc not recorded in Ihe general fixed assets 
account group. A ll fixed assets are valued  at actual historical cost. N o depreciation has 
been provided  on general fixed  assets. The assessor has no long-term debt at D ecem ber 

31. 1996. 

I). BA SIS O F A CCO UN TIN G 

The financial reporting treattnent applied to a fund is determ ined by its 
ineast]rem ent focus. All governm ental fimds are accounted for using a current financial 
resources m easurem ent foct~s. W ilh this m eastlrell)enl focus, only current assets and 
current liabilities generally are included on tile balance sheet. Operating statem ents for 

~these fimds present increases (i.e., revenues and other financing sources) and dec reases 
,(i.e., expenditures and other financing uses) in net current assets. 

Tile m odificxt accrtlal basis of accounting is used for reporting all governm ental 
fund tyl~ s. U nder the m odified accru al basis of accounting, revenues are rec ognized when 

susceptible to accnml (i.e., when they are both measurable and available). "M easurable" 
m eans the am ount of tile transaction can be determ ined and "available" m eans collectible 
w ithin tile current period or soon enough thereafter to be used to pay liabilities of the 
current period. The assessor uses the follow ing practices in recognizing and rel)orling 
reventles and expclldilllres: 

10- 



CA TAH OU LA PA RISH A SSESSOR 

H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

Noles to the Financial Slalemenls (Continued ) 

R evenues 

Ad valorem taxes and tile related  state revenue sharing are recorded  

in tile year the taxes are doe and payable. Ad valorem taxes arc assessed  
on a calendar year basis, altaeh as an enforceable lien, and becom e due and 

payable on Ihe dale the tax rolls are filed with the recorder of m ortgages. 
Louisiana Revised Slatute 47:1993 requires thai lhe lax roll be filed  on or 
before N ovem ber 15 of each year. Ad valorem laxes becom e delinquent 
if not paid by D ecem ber 31. The taxes arc normally collected  in D ecem ber 

of the current year and January and February of tile ensuing year. 

Fees for preparing lax rolls are recorded in Ibe year prepared. 
Interest incom e on tim e deposils is recorded  when tile lim e deposils have 
lnatured. Interest incom e on dem and deposits is recorded m onlhly when 
lhe interesl is earned  and erextiled  to tile account. 

Based on tile above criteria, ad valorem taxes, state revenue sharing 
and fees for preparing tax rolls have been treated as susee plible 1o accrual 

Expenditure~ 

Expenditures are generally recognize~l under the m odified accrual 
basis of accounling when the related fired liability is incurred. 

E. BUI)G ET PR ACTICES 

The proposed budget for lhe General Fund, prepared  on tile cash basis of 
accounting, is m ade available for public inspection at least fifteen days prior to the 

beginning of each fiscal year. The budget is then legally adopted  by tile assessor and 
am ended during the yea r, as necessary. The budgel is established  and conh'olled by the 

assessor at the object level of expenditure. Appropriations lapse al year-cud and must be 
real~propriated  for the follow ing year to be expended . All changes in the. b~.ldget nlust be 
approved by the assessor. 

Fonnal budgetary integration is em ployed  as a m anagem ent coulfol device during 
Ihe year. Budgetexl am otmts ineludezl ill the accompanying fiuancial statem ent include lhe 
original adopted  budget am ounts. 



CATAH OU LA PARISH A SSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, l_xm isiana 

Notes to tile Financial Slalemenls (Conlinued) 

The follow ing is a reconciliation of the excess of revenues over expenditures per 
Slalem ent C to the excess of revenues over expendilures per Statem ent B: 

Excess of l'eVem leS over cxpendilures - Slalem elll C 

Adjuslmenl - receivables (nel) 
$14,325 
19.365 

Excess of revenues over expenditures - Statem ent B .
.$33,69(I 

CASII AND CASII EQUIVALENTS 

U nder state law , lhe assessor m ay deposit flm ds within a fiscal agenl bank 
organizezl under the laws of the Slate of Louisiana, the laws of any olher state in the union, 
or lhe laws of the U nilexl States. The assessor m ay invesl in certificates and lim e deposils 
of stale banks organized under Louisiana law and national banks having principal offices 

in Louisiana. AI December 31, 1996, the assessor has cash and cash equivalents (book 
balances) totaling $225,860, as follows: 

D em and deposils 

Tim e deposits 

Total 

$20,860 

205.000 

These deposits are staled at cost, which approxim ates m arket. U nder stale law , 
these del~ sits, or the resulting bank balances, m ust be sezurcd by fexleral deposil insurance 
or Ihe pledge of securilies owned by the fiscal agent bank. The m arkel value of the 
pl~lgcd secmities plus lhe federal deposit insurance nltlSl at all tim es equal the am ount on 
deposit with lhe fiscal agent. These securities are held in the name of tile pledging fiscal 
agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is m utually acceptable to both parties. Cash 

(bank balance) at December 31, 1996, is secured as follows: 

Bank balances 

Federal deposit insurance 

Pledged securilies (uncollaleralized) 

Total 

12 

$228,011 
152.340 



CATAH OULA PARISH ASSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

Notes 1o lhe Financial Statements (Continued) 

Because tile pledged securities are held by a cuslodial bank in the nam e of tile fiscal 
agent bank rather than in the nam e of the assessor, they arc considertxl uncollaleralized 
(Category 3) under the provisions of GASB Codification C20.106. However, Lxmisiana 
ReviseA Stalute 39:1229 imposes a stalutory requirement on the custodial bank to advcrIise 
and sell the pledged securities w ilhin 10 days of being notified by the assessor tha! the 
fiscal agent bank has failed to pay deposited fimds upon dem and. Furlher, LRS 39:1224 
stales lha! securities held by a third parly shall be deem ed to be held in the assessor's 
nallle. 

G . VA CA TIO N ANI) SICK I,EAVE 

A ll employees are granted from two to three weeks of noncum ulative vacation 
leave each year, depending on length of service. Sick leave is granted on an individual 
basis w ith proper docum entation of actual illness. At D ecem ber 31, 1996, there are no 
accum ulalexl and vestezl benefits relating to vacation and sick leave that require accrual or 
disclosure. 

The cost of leave privileges, computed in accordance w ith GASB Codification 
Section C60, is recognized as a current-year expenditure in the General Fund when leave 
is actually taken. 

It. TO TAL CO LUM N O N TH E 
BALAN CE SH EET 

The total cohmm on the balance sheet is captioned M em orandum Only to indicate 

that it is presenlext only to facilitate financial analysis (overview). Dala in this cohmm 
does not present financial position in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting 
l~rinciples. N either is such data com parable to a consolidation. 

PR IN CIPAL TAX PAYER S 

The following are the l)rincipal taxpayers for the parish and their 1995 assessed valuation (amounts 
expresse, d in thousands): 



CATAH OULA PARISH ASSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

Notes to the Financial Statements (Continued) 

not to exceed 100 per cent of their final-average salary. Final-average salary is tile employee's average 

salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the highest average. Employees who 
terminate w ith at least 12 years of service and do not w ithdraw their employee contributions m ay retire 
at or afl.er age 55 a~d receive the benefit accruexl to their date of term inations. The system also provides 
death and disability bellcfits. Benefits are established by state statute. 

The System issues an annual publicly available report that includes financial statem enls and 
required supplem entary inform ation for tile System . Thai reporl m ay be obtained  by w riting to the 
Louisiatm A ssessor's Retirem ent System , Post Office Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786, or 

by calling (318) 425-4446. 

Plata ineinbers are required by state statute to contribute 7.00 per cent of their anm ml covered  
salary and tile Catahoula Parisil A ssessor is required  to contribute at an actuarially determ ined  rate. Tile 
current rate is 6.00 per cent of annual covered payroll. Contributions to tile system include one fourlh 

of one per cellt (one per cent for Orleans Parish) of the taxes shown to be collectible by tile tax rolls of 
ea ch parish, plus revenue sharing fimds at)propriated by tile legislature. Tile contribution requirem ents 
of plan mem bers and the Catahoula Parish A ssessor are established and m ay be am ended by state statule. 
As provided  by ]~ouisiana Revised  Statute 11 : 103, the elnploycr conllqbutions are determ ined by actuarial 

vahmtion and are subject to change each year based on the results of the vahmtion for the prior fiscal year. 
The Catahoula Parisll A ssessor's contributions to the system for the years ending D ecem ber 31, 1996, 

1995, 1994, were $6,114, $6,499, a~d $7,283, respectively, eqttal to the requirexl cotltrihutiol~s for each 
year. 

PO ST RETIR EM EN T BEN EFITS 

The Catahotda Parish Assessor provides certain continuing health care and life insurance benefits 
for its r~tired  em ployees, Substa~tially all of the assessor's em ployees becom e eligible for these benefits 
if they Teach nom lal retirement age while working for the assessor. These benefits for retirees and sim ilar 
Imnefils for active employees are provided through an insurance com pany whose m onlhly prem ium s are 

paid jointly by the employee and tile assessor. The assessor recognizes tile cost of providing these 
benefits (assessor's cost of premiums) as an expenditure when the monthly premitmls are paid. For the 
year ended  December 31, 1996, the total amount of premiums paid was $28,209, while tile amounts paid 
for retirees totaled $6,100. 

6. LITIG ATIO N AND CLAIM S 

At December 31, 1996, the Calahoula Parish A ssessor is not inw )lved  in any litigatioJl nor is hc 
aware of any unasserted claim s. 



Independent Auditor's R eports R equired 
by Govenonent A uditing Standards 

The following independent auditor's reports on compliance wilh law s and regulations, and interna 

control stnlcture are preseuted in com pliance w ith the requirem ents of Govertzmettt Auditing Stattclards 
issued by the Com ptroller General of the U nited Slates, and lhe Louisiana Governm ental Audit Guide 
issued by the Society of Louisiana Certified Public Accountants and lhe L m isiana Legislative A udilor 
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Independent Auditor's R eport oil 
Com pliance W ith Laws and R egulations 

ItON ORABLE CARM ON F. W ALK ER, CLA 
CATAH OULA PA RISH A SSESSOR 
H arrisonhurg, L<m isiana 

I havc audited the general puq)ose financial slatem enls of tile Calahoula Parish 
A ssessor, a com ponent unit of the Calahoula Parish Police Jury, as of D ecem ber 3 l, 
1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued lny report thereon dated January 
14. 1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepled auditing standards; 

Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Complroller General of lhe U nited 
Slates; and tile Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issued by tile Sociely of 
Louisiana Cerlificd Public Accountanls and the Ixm isiana Legislative Auditor. Those 
standards and Ihe audit guide require that I plan and perform the audit lo obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether tile general puq)ose financial stalem em s are fre, e 
of m aterial m isstalem enl. 

Compliance with laws and regulations applicable lo lhe Catahoula Parish A ssessor, is 
Ihe responsibility of the assessor's inanagem ent. A s part of obtaining reasonable 
assnrance about whether the general puq~ose financial statem ents are free of m aterial 
m isslalem ent, I performed lesls of the Calahoula Parish A ssessor's compliance w ith 

cerlain provisions of laws and regulations. However, the objective of my audil of lhc 
general puq3ose financial slatem enls was Ilot lo provide an opinioJl on overall 
COlnpliance w ilh such provisions. Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

The results of m y lests disclosexl no instances of noncom pliance lhat are required Io be 
reporloJ under Govenm~ent Auditing Standards. 

This report is intended for lhe inform ation of the Calahoula Parish A ssessor. This is 

not inlendezl to lim it the distribution of this report, which is a m allet of public record. 

~ i)e. Louisiana 
January 14, 1997 
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Independent A uditor's Report 
on Internal Control Structure 

H ON O RA BLE CARM ON F. W A LK ER , CLA 

CATAH OU LA PARISH ASSESSOR 
H arrisonburg, Louisiana 

I have audiled the general puq~ose financial statem ents of the Catahoula Parish 
A ssessor, a com ponent unit of the Catahoula Parish Police Jury, as of Decem ber 31, 
1996, and for the year then ended, and have issued m y reporl thereon dated January 

14. 1997. 

I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith generally accepted audiliilg slandards; 
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Com ptroller General of the United 
States; and the Louisiana Governmental Audit Guide, issuexl by the Soeiely of 
Louisiana Cerlificd Public Accountants and the Louisiana Legislative AtJditor. Those 
standards and the audit guide r~luire that I plan and perform the audit to obtain 
reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose financial slalellIenls are free 
of m alerial m isstatem ent. 

The m anagem ent of the Catahoula Parish A ssessor is responsible for establishing and 
m aintaining an intern al control structure. In fidfilling this responsibility, estimates and 

judgments by management are requirexl to assess the expected benefits and related costs 
of internal control stnleture policies and procedures. The objectives of an internal 
control structure are to provide m anagem ent w ith reasonable, but 11ol absolute, 
assurance that assets are safeguardezl against loss from tmauthorized use or disposition, 
and thai lran~ ctions are executed in accordance with m anagem ent's authorization and 
recorded properly to permit the preparation of general pull)ose financial slalements in 
accordance w ith generally accel)ted accounting principles. Because of inherent 
lim itations in any inlernal conlrol stn~cture, errors or irregularities may nevertheless 
occur and not be detectext. Also, prqiez:tion of any evahmtion of the structure to future 
periods is sul!jcct to the risk lhat procedures may become inadequate because of 
changes in conditions or that the effectiveness of the design and operation of policies 

and procedures m ay deteriorate. 
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H ON ORABLE CARM ON W ALKER, CLA 
CATAH OU LA PARISH ASSESSOR 
H arrlisonburg, Ixm isiana 

Independent Auditor's Rcpoll 
on Internal Control Slructure, 
D ecem ber 31, 1996 

In planning and perfom ling m y audit of the general l:,urposc financial statem ents of the Catahoula Parish 
A ssessor for the year ended December 31, 1996, I obtained an understanding of the internal conlrol 
structure. W ith respect to the internal control stnlcture, I obtained an understanding of the design of 
m levanl policies and procexlures and whelher they have been placed in operation, and I assessed conlrol 
risk in order 1o delennine m y audiling procedures for the puq)ose of expressing m y opinion on the general 
purpose financial slalem ents and not to provide an opinion on the inlcrnal control slruclure. Accolzlingly, 
I do not express such an opinion. 

M y conskleration of the intern al control stru cture would not necessarily disclose all m atters in Ihe internal 
control slnlclure thai m ight be m alerial weaknesses under standards established by the A m erican Ins|itule 
of Cerlifiexl Public Accounlanls. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of 
one or Inore of the inlernal control slrucIlH'e elem ents does not reduce to a relatively low level lhe risk 
tha! errors and irregularilies in am omlts thal would be m aterial in relation to the general lm rpose financial 
staIem ents being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the 
normal course of perforlning their assignext flm clions. I note~t no m atlers involving Ihe internal conirol 
struclure and its operations that I consider to be m aterial weaknesses as defined above. 

This reporl is inlendexl for the information of the Catahoula Parish A ssessor 
the distribution of this report, which is a m atter of public record. 

W esl M onroe, Louisiana 
January 14, 1997 
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CATAH OU LA PARISH ASSESSOR 

H arrisonburg, Ixm isiana 
Notes to tile Financial Statements (Continued) 

M orrison 
Concordia Electric 
Soiith Central Bell 

hUernational Paper 
Calahoula/LaSalle Bank 
Southern H eritage 

Tensas Land Company 
lJauisiana Power and Light 
Colmnbia Gulf 
Corn -Care Corporation 

Tola 

CIIAN G ES IN G ENER AL FIXED A SSETS 

1995 
A ssessed 
Valuation 

6.19% 
5.07 % 
4.39% 
3.06 % 
2.81% 
2.7(1% 
2.50% 
1.87% 
1.76% 
1.63 % 

A sum m ary of changes in offices furnishings and equipm ent lbllow s 

Balance at January I, 1996 
Addilions 
D eductions 

Balance at D ecem ber 31, 1996 

4. PEN SIO N PLAN 

$102,609 
3,773 

(1,193) 

Substantially all em ployees of the Catahoula Parish A ssessor's offi ce are m em bers of the lxm isiana 

Assessor's Retirement System (system), a multiple-employer (cost-sharing), public employee retiremem 
system (PERS), controllcxl and administered by a separale board of trustees. 

All full-tim e em ployees who are under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em l)loym ent and are 
not drawing retirem ent benefits from any other public retirem ent syslem in Louisiana are requirc~l to 

parlicipale in the system . Em ployees who retire at or after age 55 w ith at least 12 years of credited 
service or at or after age 50 wilh at least 30 years of credited sel"vice are entitled to a retirem ent benefit, 
payable m onthly for life, equal 1o 3 per cent of their final-average salary for each year of credited service, 


